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W E L C O M E

It is a huge honour to guest edit this 
October issue. In normal times, I’d be busy 
touring for my final Wizards of Once book, 
Never and Forever, visiting as many 
schools and places as possible, talking to 

kids and teachers about writing, illustrating and 
the power of creativity. But lockdown has 

changed all that, giving me much more time to read inspirational 
magazines like this.  

Debra Kidd’s feature on The Tiger Who Came To Tea (p25) chimes 
with my 20-year quest as an author-illustrator and now Children’s 
Laureate, to help children develop empathy: something books are 
uniquely good at. They encourage us to think about what someone else 
might be thinking or feeling. By allowing children to take control of the 
tiger narrative, Debra is encouraging them to think about each 
character’s point of view. To quote To Kill a Mockingbird, “You never 
really understand a person until you consider things from his point of 
view, until you climb in his skin and walk around in it.”

Kate Kirk’s acutely honest feature on p19 about grappling with 
home schooling her three children through lockdown will resonate 
with so many parents. I think she’s being hard on herself and by giving 
her kids the freedom to play, she has helped to develop their creative 
intelligence, another of my Laureate missions. This is echoed in Sarah 
Horrocks’ piece on the amazing project-based work many children 
produced through lockdown (p42). Released from the constraints of 
standard lessons, children have had space to be more creative, 
something I’ve been promoting for years. 

As part of my Laureateship, I’ve devised a practical plan to help 
schools develop creative intelligence through writing and drawing. 
Britain is fantastic at the creative industries. They make 100 billion 
pounds a year for this country and are outperforming the rest of the 
economy by double. Policy makers need to take creativity seriously, 
now more than ever.

Warmest wishes,

Hello!

Cressida

P O W E R E D  B Y . . .

LAURA CROSS
shows you how to 
teach about density 
and upthrust by 
making mini foil boats

“One of the simplest ways 
of engaging pupils with 
engineering is with water”
p82

EMMA BREEZE
gives advice to an NQT  
who is feeling overwhelmed 
with their workload and 
doesn’t know what to do

“It’s really important for you to 
realise that you’re not alone in 
feeling like this”
p45

Cressida Cowell is Children’s Laureate and author and 
illustrator of the bestselling How to Train Your Dragon and 
The Wizards of Once books. The Wizards Of Once: Never 
and Forever is out now (£12.99, Hodder Children’s). 
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We want to hear from you!
Get in touch with your rants,  
comments, photos and ideas.

We’re all

We want to make 
sure our magazine is 
a brilliant resource 
for teachers and are 
always striving to 
improve. That’s why 
we host a reader 
feedback panel 
every issue to hear 
from real teachers 
about what they 
liked and what they 
would change. Got 
feedback? Contact 
us via the details in 
the yellow box below.

ears!
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Learn how Rising Stars’ Achieve SATs resources can 
help you refresh, reinforce and assess

Achieve by Rising Stars

REFRESH PUPILS’ 
KNOWLEDGE 

Refresh concepts pupils have 
already covered in class or teach 
them something completely new 
with Revision Books. Using our 
unique flowchart approach, pupils 
can be taken through skills and 
concepts in a step-by-step way, 
helping them to refresh and learn 
knowledge and answer questions in 
a way that sticks. Children can put 
new skills into action right away with 
‘Try This’ boxes and get handy hints 
with ‘Top tips’.

REINFORCE AND 
PRACTISE

Use Achieve Question Workbooks 
to help pupils to reinforce the skills 
and knowledge gained from the 
Revision Books. Give them a chance 
to practise the things that they’ve 
learnt with low-stakes questions 
to identify areas of difficulty, and 
enable pupils to go back and revisit 
problem topics. ‘Top Tips’ give 
pupils a helping hand if needed and 
expectations are laid out so pupils 
know what they need to do. 

TEST AND MEASURE 
PROGRESS 

Use Practice Papers to measure 
pupil practice and give pupils 
experience answering SATs-like 
test questions. Once they’ve 
answered, they can either move 
on to the next topic or go back 
and revisit things they’ve found 
tricky in the Revision and Question 
Workbooks. Alternatively, pupils 
can use the Achieve SATs Success 
Online animations and self-marking 

quizzes to gain 
more practice.

ANY TIME, 
ANYWHERE 

ACCESS
Access practice and 
four-step animations 
anywhere, any time with 
Achieve SATs Success 
Online. The animations 
will help pupils break 
down concepts that they 
might find tricky and you 
can also give them extra 
practice via self-marking 
quizzes. These are also 

REASONS TO TRY…

30 SECOND 
BRIEFING
During this uncertain time, 

Achieve SATs Revision and Achieve 
SATs Success offer solutions for 
assessing pupil progress and 
identifying gaps in knowledge, as 
well as ways to learn new skills with 
its step-by-step approach. Here’s 
five ways it can help your class... 

perfect for homework or for pupils 
who can’t return to the classroom 
just yet. View progress and reports 
in My Rising Stars and measure 
progress against the rest of the 
class and national averages at the 
touch of a button. See below for how 
to get Achieve SATs Success free for 
one year. 

SUITS ALL ABILITIES
Challenge pupils working 

at greater depth with Revision 
and Question Workbooks for the 
Higher Score, as well as Revision 
and Question Workbooks for the 
Expected Standard. 

KEY POINTS

5
1

2

3
4

5

Get one year’s free 
subscription to Achieve SATs 

Success Online when you  
purchase any Achieve ten-

copy pack. Visit risingstars-
uk.com/achieve-free

Take out our 30-day 
trial for Achieve SATs 

Success completely free 
of charge. Find out more 
at risingstars-uk.com/

achieve

Purchase packs of ten 
copies for just £2.50 per 

book and receive your  
free one-year subscription 

to Achieve SATs  
Success Online.

Don’t take our word for it. 
Here’s what a teacher at 
Tennyson Road Primary 

said: “I think they are 
brilliant! They are clear, 
simple and easy to use."

Contact:
risingstars-uk.com/
achieve 
 
01235 400555
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BLACK HISTORY 

KidsBlackHistory, 
created by teacher 
Keighley Douglas, 
makes it easy for 
you to teach black 
history every week. 
The free weekly 
video resources 
are aimed at 
Early Years and 
KS1 pupils and 
are presented 
by five-year-old 
Raiyah. Visit 
youtube.com/c/
kidsblackhistory

FAIRTRADE 
FAMILY

The Fairtrade 
Foundation has 
launched four films 
about a cocoa 
farming family in 
Sierra Leone.  
The series and 
accompanying 
resources are 
suitable for KS2 
and align with 
the geography 
curriculum. schools.
fairtrade.org.uk/
resource

O C T / N O V

3 INSTANT LESSONS...
(You’re welcome)

RESOURCES

STORY 
COMPETITION

Encourage pupils to 
let their imaginations 
run wild by writing 
a story based on 
an everyday hero. 
Winners will see their 
work published as 
a collection of short 
stories celebrating 
modern-day Britain. 
Download writing tips 
and resources from 
pearsonschools.
co.uk/mytwist 
onatale

Empower children 
to engage with global 
current affairs in a 
way that’s genuinely 
meaningful for them 
with these ‘Topical 
Tuesdays’ resource 
packs, produced in 
partnership with The 
Week Junior newspaper. 
Every week, an article from 
the paper is highlighted, alongside an activities sheet 
that encourages pupils to think, talk and write about 
how the story might affect their world. plazoom.com/
collections/topical-tuesdays

YOUR FREE 

Seen & heard
Do you have pupils who are struggling to 

cope with the return to school? 
Help is available through the 
See, Hear, Respond Partnership, 

led by Barnardo’s. Funded by the 
DfE to support children who have 

become vulnerable throughout 
the Coronavirus pandemic, the 
initiative can support children 
with anxiety disorders related to 
bullying, hate crime and racism, or 

anxiety in general. Trained therapists 
are available to work with children, 

parents and schools to help get pupils 
back in the classroom. Request support 

by calling 0800 157 7015 or visit  
barnardos.org.uk/see-hear-respond.
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Teaching online masterclass
Teaching online is about more than just the technology. Of course, it’s important to 
know your Teams from your Zooms, but engaging students, planning lessons and 
managing classrooms online needs a different approach. If you’re concerned about the 
potential for local lockdowns and the need to revert to remote teaching without much 
warning, brush up your blended learning knowledge with a free online CPD resource 
put together by leading edtech companies. The self-paced video series aims to equip 
teachers with the confidence and skills you need to teach successfully online, including 
practical, actionable strategies that can be implemented straight away. Browse more 
than 50 bitesize videos at clickview.co.uk/teaching-online-masterclass 

Andy Day
Children’s TV star and 
Anti-Bullying Week 
ambassador 

What is Odd Socks Day for  
Anti-Bullying Week? 
I’ve always thought it better to try and 
nip bullying in the bud, so when I heard 
about Anti-Bullying Week I wanted to 
get involved. Through my band, Andy 
and the Odd Socks, we encourage 
children to celebrate what makes us 
unique. We came up with Odd Socks 
Day: a chance to celebrate difference by 
pulling on a pair of odd socks while 
raising money for a good cause.

How have you been working with 
primary schools?
Every year we write and record a special 
song and music video for Anti-Bullying 
Week. This year we’ve had a series of 
video calls with primary schools to help 
inspire us. Over the summer, in between 
launching our Odd Socks Summer 
Camp, we’ve been developing those ideas 
and it’s going to be epic!

What’s on the horizon for Andy and 
the Odd Socks?
Like everyone, the pandemic has 
changed all our plans. We’re just trying 
to get through the other side and are 
hoping to get back on the road, visiting 
schools up and down the country, on 
behalf of the Anti-Bullying Alliance.

FIND OUT MORE
Find out more about Andy and the 
band at andyandtheoddsocks.com. 
Learn more about Odd Socks Day  
on 16th November at  
anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk

Look ahead | Book ahead

Win £500  
worth of books
Tooth decay affects 25% of five-year olds. 
Aquafresh has launched a new competition 
that combines creative storytelling with the 
importance of dental hygiene. To enter The 
Brush Time Tales competition, children aged 
five to seven must submit a two-minute story 
that can be read while cleaning their teeth. 
The winner will receive £500 worth of Oxford 
Reading Tree books for their school, as well as 
having their story brought to life by Becka  
Moor, the illustrator of The Famous Five.  
Visit tinyurl.com/tp-brush
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Q & A

YOUR FREE 

OF PARENTS REPORT THAT THEY 
ARE HAPPY WITH THEIR CHILD’S 
SCHOOL’S HANDLING OF THE  
COVID-19 DISRUPTION*72%

PUDSEY PALS

BBC Children in Need 
is on 13th November. 
Raise money to 
support 3,000 local 
charities and projects 
across the UK. 
Download resources at 
bbcchildren 
inneed.co.uk

WOOLLY WONDERS

Christmas Jumper Day 
is on 11th December this 
year. Rock up to school 
in your silliest or 
swankiest sweater to 
raise money for Save 
the Children. 
savethechildren. 
org.uk/christmas- 
jumper-day 



S E N D  ST R ESS
A new report from the University of Sussex has found that  

the majority of children with SEND felt less stress and anxiety 
away from school during lockdown. However, the study 
also found that four in ten parent carers of children with 

SEND felt they received no support from education or other 
agencies during this period. The six-page report features 

recommendations for teachers, including how to incorporate 
technology, phased returns, one-to-one support, small group 

work, social stories, checklists and visual supports to help 
children to transition back to full-time education.  

Read the report at tinyurl.com/tp-sussex

7 NEWS 
STORIES
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F E A T U R E S  C H E A T  S H E E T

MENTAL HEALTH
Half of the UK’s school teachers say their mental health declined during the first stage of the coronavirus pandemic. The findings, based on a YouGov survey commissioned by charity Education Support, are part of a special investigation into the wellbeing of the sector during the crisis. Teachers and education professionals were also asked if they felt their work had been valued during the pandemic. While feelings of appreciation within their immediate communities was high, only 15% felt supported by the government, and 18% by the education department. Read more at tinyurl.com/tp-es

CHILDHOOD 
TRAUMA

The UK Trauma Council 
has identified three ways 
in which the pandemic is 

impacting on the experience 
of childhood trauma, 

reporting that it increases 
the risk that more children 
will be exposed to trauma, 

increases the likelihood that 
those with prior experiences 

of trauma will experience 
difficulties, and compromises 

adults' ability to identify a 
struggling child. It's made 
several recommendations 
to government, including 
prioritising responding to 

trauma, investing in specialist 
trauma provision, and 

equipping teachers with the 
skills to support those who 
have experienced trauma. 

tinyurl.com/tp-uktc

you might have missed

B L AC K H I STO RY
In a parliamentary debate, schools minister Nick Gibb said good history teaching should “always include the contribution of black and minority ethnic people to Britain’s history”. However, Gibb resisted calls to make black history compulsory in the wake of the killing of George Floyd in the US and subsequent Black Lives Matters protests, saying teachers needed the freedom to “teach lessons that are right for their pupils”. He pointed out that the KS1 curriculum involves teaching about the lives of key figures such as Mary Seacole and Rosa Parks, while the KS2 curriculum calls for study of a non-European society.  Read the transcript of the debate at tinyurl.com/tp-gibb

STAYING PUTThe pandemic and ensuing recession 
appear to have made teachers more likely 
to stay in the profession, and made others 
more likely to consider a teaching career. 
Research by the National Foundation for 

Educational Research found that teacher 
training applications are up 16% on last year, 
and there was a 35% increase in applications 
between March and August. However, Nick 
Brook, deputy general secretary at NAHT, 

warned: “The new entrants who joined the 
profession as a result of the 2008 financial 

crisis melted away as economic conditions improved, while attrition 
and wastage rates grew over the following decade.” 

SC H O O L S P E N D I N G

A report by the Institute for Fiscal Studies on 

education spending in England states that 

school spending per pupil fell by 9% in real 

terms between 2009–10 and 2019–20. This 

represents the largest cut in over 40 years, 

but came on the back of a significant increase 

in spending per pupil of over 60% during the 

2000s. The government has allocated an extra 

£7 billion for schools in England through to 

2022–23. Accounting for expected increases in 

teacher pay, the real-terms increase in spending 

per pupil will be 6%, meaning school spending 

per pupil in 2022–23 will be no higher in real 

terms than in 2009–10. Read the report at 

tinyurl.com/tp-ifsreport

ATTENDANCE FIGURES

Figures published by the DfE in  

September showed over 99% of schools  

were open to some or all their pupils, with 92% 

open to all. More than seven million children 

were back in the classroom, representing 88% 

of pupils across the country. The DfE says it is 

“working closely” with all schools that are not 

fully open to ensure remote education is in 

place. Education secretary Gavin Williamson 

said: “The fact that the vast majority of our 

schools are fully open is testament to the hard 

work of staff throughout the summer holidays 

in preparing for a safe return.”

12 7 News Stories.indd   1212 7 News Stories.indd   12 24/09/2020   15:3324/09/2020   15:33



 

1 | FORGET THE RULES
There are two types of rules. The first type is 

universal and unbreakable, like the rules of 
mathematics. Languages were created by 

humans, so their systems of grammar can’t 
possibly contain universal rules. The other type of 

rule is the type set out by an authority such as 
government legislation. The English language has 
no central authority, so it can’t have these sorts of 

rules either. Grammar is descriptive, not 
prescriptive. Its purpose is to describe how English 

speakers tend to speak and write – sometimes 
called the conventions of grammar. 

2 | IT’S NOT ALL ABOUT TESTS
Most primary schools have had to place an increased 

emphasis on grammar since the introduction of the 
grammar, punctuation and spelling test in Y6 in the 

early years of the last decade. While it can’t be ignored 
completely, try not to make this incredibly narrow 

assessment your main focus when teaching children 
about grammar. Your goal should be to help children 

take apart the English language and see how it works 
so they can put it back together in their own writing 
and express themselves with clarity and flair. That’s 

more important than any test.

3 | KNOW YOUR STUFF
When teachers say they “don’t know how to teach” a 
particular grammar point, they often mean that they 

don’t fully understand it. This is completely 
understandable: most of us were never taught 

grammar properly. Many of our teachers, for 
example, didn’t really understand what commas 
were for so filled our heads with nonsense about 

“taking a breath”. None of the concepts in primary 
grammar are difficult to teach, but you do need to 

make sure you understand them before you dive in.

 

F E A T U R E S  G R A M M A R

4 | DON’T BE WORRIED BY 
TERMINOLOGY
First of all, the terminology changes as often as  
the education secretary. There are terms like 
‘connectives’ that were all the rage ten years ago  
but have now been consigned to the grammar 
graveyard. Secondly, the terminology can sometimes 
sound far more complicated than the convention.  
For example, ‘the indefinite article’ sounds very 
complex but it simply refers to the words ‘a’ or ‘an’, 
which leads nicely onto point number five…

5 | YOU KNOW MORE THAN 
YOU THINK
One of our favourite grammatical conventions is 
what is known as the ‘order of adjectives’. We love  
it because it’s the perfect example of a convention 
most people understand without an in-depth 
knowledge of grammar. Even if you don’t know  
the order of adjectives – you do. Take a look at this 
sentence: “The green, big dragon was sitting in its 
cave.” If you saw this written in a child’s book you’d 
immediately correct it to “The big, green dragon  
was sitting in its cave.” This is because, without 
realising it, when you use multiple adjectives to 
describe a noun, you list the size before the colour.  
If the dragon was also terrible, the word ‘terrible’ 
would come before ‘big’ and ‘green’. But you already 
knew that – didn’t you?

6 | DON’T BE AFRAID TO ASK 
When we first started teaching grammar, we 
sometimes felt like we were expected to know it  
all already – that simply isn’t the case. We’ve written  
an entire book about grammar and there are still 
things that we have to check or ask. If you have a 
question, don’t be afraid of asking it as you won’t  
be the only one wondering. 

Yes, you need to know your stuff, but it’s not as complicated as 
you think, say Zoë and Timothy Paramour

6 TIPS for teachers  
who find grammar scary

www.teachwire.net | 13

@zoeparamour      @timparamour

Zoë Paramour is head 
of English at a school in 

North London. Timothy 
Paramour is director 

of studies at a school in 
Redbridge. They are the 

authors of The Grammar 
Book: Understanding 
and Teaching Primary 

Grammar (£19.99, 
Bloomsbury Education).
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Non-overnight trips have been given 
the green light – try these ideas...

OUT & 
ABOUT

In our sister title Top School Trips we 
explore the benefits of getting out of school, 

highlight the best visits on offer and 
provide expert planning advice. Request 

your free copy at teachwire.net/free-copy

REQUEST YOUR FREE COPY
WILL RESIDENTIAL  

TRIPS BE SAFE?

Must-visit
THE BOX
Plymouth, Devon
The UK’s biggest new arts and heritage venue, The Box in Plymouth is now 
taking bookings for its education programme. Designed in consultation with 
teachers, the programme features workshops, take-away loan boxes, online 
resources and virtual sessions. Explore prehistoric mammals, Ancient 
Egyptian culture, the Tudors, the Spanish Armada and the iconic Mayflower 
ship. The venue is Covid-secure, with only one school group onsite at any 
time. Visit theboxplymouth.com 

1 UBER BOAT 
BY THAMES 

CLIPPERS

Explore London. 10% 
off for groups of 10+. 
tinyurl.com/tp-uber

2 BRITISH 
AIRWAYS I360 

VIEWING TOWER

Climb 162m for 
Brighton’s best views. 
britishairwaysi360.
com

3 BEAMISH 
MUSEUM

An open-air living 
museum in  
County Durham.  
beamish.org.uk

“It is understandable for parents and teachers to 
feel apprehensive about their children going away 
on residential trips. However, at Kingswood our 
entire business is built on ensuring we provide 
a safe environment for children to learn and be 
inspired through outdoor adventure. We always 
adhere to the highest safety standards, and we 

have evolved these to put 
in place new measures 

to comply with 
government guidance 
surrounding 
Covid-19 while 
still delivering 
life changing 

adventures.”
Alex Williamson,  

CEO, Kingswood

DAY TRIPS
you won’t  

want to miss

1 WESTMINSTER ABBEY, LONDON
Book a free virtual guided tour and bring the 
Abbey straight to your classroom. Learning 

officers will guide pupils around, using stories and 
humour to capture their imaginations. Visit in 
person from January 2021. westminster-abbey.org

2 KNOWSLEY SAFARI, MERSEYSIDE
Live Stream Safari School is a real-time, 
interactive experience. Choose from a range of 

topics, such as classifications or food chains. Pupils 
can ask questions and receive instant responses from 
animal experts. knowsleysafariexperience.co.uk

3 NATIONAL THEATRE, LONDON
Primary schools can stream recordings of 
high-quality National Theatre productions for 

free, plus there’s additional classroom resources to 
use. Try Shakespeare’s The Winter’s Tale or Peter 
Pan and Treasure Island. nationaltheatre.org.uk/
learning

S T A Y I N G  I N ? Virtual visits

A S K  T H E  E X P E R T

14 | www.teachwire.net
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Lockdown was a reality check 
for everyone. In spite of huge 
professional commitment 
throughout this period, school 
closures shook everyone’s 

faith in a system that previously felt 
untouchable, and many parents simply 
weren’t satisfied with what they saw. 
We know, of course, that delivering the 
curriculum under these circumstances 
was challenging, but we must also 
recognise that the experience of 
teacher-led home learning was – to use a 
generous term – mixed. This is a problem 
for us, professionally. 

If the national ‘home-schooling’ 
experiment didn’t work, what does 
this say about our business model, as 
educators? What is it about our line 
of work that remains too inflexible to 
adapt in a meaningful way? We cannot 
simply push it back on parents. If they 
complained that children didn’t want 

to do the work and wanted to play video 
games instead, then we must accept that 
the work was dull and our approach was 
outdated. Here’s what I think needs to 
change:
More play. Children learn best through 
play and observation. When we reduce 
free play, we deliver the message that 
it is redundant and the teacher is the 
source of all knowledge. We’re not 
developing minds here; we’re cultivating 
dependency, not to mention contributing 
to mental health and obesity crises 
by raising a generation of sedentary 
children. I propose half the primary 
school day should be free play. 
Less testing. Constant assessment 
is self-defeating. Its purpose is to 
streamline teachers’ measurement of 
student progress and, of course, feed the 
machinery of professional accountability. 
It doesn’t work, though. Less able 

V O I C E S Anna Dusseau

students feel worthless and become 
disruptive, while more able pupils 

quickly associate learning with grades 
and lose sight of the bigger picture. 
There should be absolutely no 
testing at primary level.  
Ditch homework. Years of setting 
homework doesn’t appear to have 

taught anyone how to work at 
home, does it? The irony is 

that by micro-managing 
children’s lives even after 
they leave the school 

gates, we are setting up 
our own societal problems. 

We push children beyond 
reasonable limits in terms of 
their ‘working hours’ and we 

deliver the message that only 
‘institutionally approved’ material 

is worthwhile. 
Forge genuine partnerships with 
parents. No matter how approachable 
we aspire to be in our own practice, we 
must acknowledge the invisible boundary 
between school and the outside world. 
It’s time for this to go. Education should 
be an open, collaborative process, 
inviting honest dialogue with families 
and, ultimately, the children themselves. 
Critical shared appraisal is key.      
Encourage risk-taking and creativity. 
Rather than containing learning within a 
narrow framework of adult-led topics and 
tests, we should be encouraging a culture 
of experimentation and empowerment. 
All children are capable of so much more 
than the limited expectations of school 
which are, mostly, behavioural and 
unrealistic. We need less teaching, more 
learning.

I’m sorry if this isn’t an easy read. 
I’ve  taught and examined for over a 
decade and know the pressure you’re 
under. Like me, though, you’re a trained 
professional and will be aware of the 
educational psychology that underpins 
the recommendations in this article.

If none of it seems achievable within 
the framework of the national curriculum 
and Ofsted regulation, then we have a 
problem. Rather than blaming ‘unruly’ 
children and ‘dysfunctional’ families, we 
must have the backbone to address the 
real problem. I want to be honest with 
colleagues about what I see, and honest 
with myself about why I homeschool my 
own children. The time is now. TP 

Anna Dusseau is a former teacher turned 
homeschooling mum of three. Her first 
book, The Case for Homeschooling, is out 
now (Hawthorn Press).

The national home-schooling experiment didn’t 
entirely work. As educators, what does this say 
about our business model?

IT’S TIME FOR
HONESTY ABOUT
OUR SCHOOLS

 @nottheschoolrun        homeschoolguru.org
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V O I C E S

A letter to...
my children’s 
teachers

A 
return 
to the 
classroom 
has 

highlighted what  
I have known for a 
while: I absolutely 
failed my children 
at helping them 
to learn during 

lockdown. My eldest daughter has never 
responded well when I try to get her to sit 
down to work. We’ve had many tears over 
homework in the past so it’s no surprise 
that learning in lockdown was a constant 
battle. Or at least it was until I stopped 
trying. I’ve watched her writing and ability 
to learn regress. I chose the easier path of 
letting my children play together, rather 
than pleasing their teachers. 

My daughter made such a lazy effort to 
complete the work her teacher set that 
she wasn’t learning much anyway. I tried to 
teach her other things but her mind seems 
to be closed to development. I worry that 
my smart girl, who has always been near 
the top of the class academically without 
really trying, is going to find this term a 
shock. If she can control her fear of failure 
(which she regulates by just not trying) 
and remembers how to apply herself, she 
should catch up quickly, but it’s a big ‘if’.

I also worry about my younger daughter. 
She attended the nursery at the school 
but was only there for a few months before 
Covid kicked off. Her teachers sent through 
work each day in term time, but I was 

unable to juggle family life sufficiently to sit 
down with her for a few hours each day (or 
even 15 minutes) to complete it. 

Before the holidays, her new Reception 
teacher sent a list of things children should 
practise over the summer. These are skills 
she would be expected to have if she’d 
completed the work nursery set each day, 
but she doesn’t. We didn’t complete the 
work for many reasons, the main being 
that I felt overwhelmed working out how to 
focus one-on-one with my daughter while 
her little brother tried to pull the computer 
off the table, grabbed the pencils and drew 
all over everything. With my eldest girl, the 
challenge was getting her to sit down and 
focus on work, but my younger daughter 
needed someone to work with her and I 
just couldn’t manage it.  

I can try and ease my conscience by 
telling myself it’s more important that a 
four-year-old plays than can count to 20 
or knows her phonics. I genuinely believe 
that playing will help her become a more 
rounded and developed individual, but will 
the strengths in her creativity, imagination 
and vocabulary make up for everything 
else? Most days in lockdown she struggled 
to get to sleep because she hadn’t had 
enough mental or physical stimulation so 
I can’t even claim I was meeting her needs 
in other ways.

The school also sent a ‘transition 
passport’ that I was meant to complete 
and bring in when term started. As a 
parent I found it confusing and it made 
me feel my daughter was well behind 

where she should be. Even the section 
where my daughter was supposed to draw 
herself and her family was a challenge. 
She prefers to draw things her own way, 
which tend to not resemble actual things. 
Even the ‘simple’ task of writing her name 
was difficult – she can just about manage 
it across a sheet of A4 but struggled to 
scale it down to the size of the line in the 
passport. We were doing OK with practising 
letters for a few days, but then her brother 
destroyed the resources we’d left out. They 
didn’t come out again.

Throughout it all, my mental health 
has been just about hanging in there. It’s 
as much as I can do some days to feed 
everyone and keep them safe. I have not 
created a calm, stimulating environment 
for my family. I know that teachers will take 
whatever they are given and work with 
the children to develop them, but I have 
also spent four years sitting at parents’ 
evenings hearing all the things I am meant 
to be able to get my daughter to do, 
knowing full well she only does what she 
wants to, and feeling told off. 

Despite my failings, I hear my children 
laugh each day. They might shout, cry, 
argue and fight, but there are plenty of 
happy times too. We all desperately need 
the routine and support of school, but I 
hope they have some happy memories 
of the year they spent together at home 
(while I cross everything that it’s a  
one-off).

From Kate

Kate Kirk is a mum of three and lives in Loughton, Essex. 
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I absolutely failed to help my children 
learn during lockdown and I’m sorry...

Each issue we ask a contributor to 
pen a note they would love to send

 @essexkate               countingtoten.co.uk
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Imagine, if you will, trying to 
run a large-scale organisation 
with anything from five to 500 
employees, from ten to 10,000 
children and access to tens of 

thousands of relatives and friends within 
the community. Now imagine the terror 
of knowing that one wrong decision could 
prove fatal for one or more within that 
community. Imagine the mental strain of 
trying to carry this burden while keeping 
your stakeholders informed, happy and 
feeling safe. Imagine the sleepless nights, 
the agonising decisions; all alongside a 
lack of clarity from higher powers.

Recent times have been hard 
for everyone and headteachers, 
in particular, have weathered 
some truly testing storms while 
carrying the weight of their school 
communities’ health and safety on 
their shoulders. I, for one, couldn’t 
have managed that without 
breaking down into a blubbering 
mess. This led me to thinking: who 
looks after the headteacher? 

I’ve had the pleasure of 
speaking to many school 
leaders and the subject of 
loneliness often comes 
up: being a head can be a 
very isolated place to be, 
especially when you’re 
fighting battles that 
nobody in our profession 
is trained for. In these 
challenging times we need 
to make a conscious effort to 
look after our headteachers, 
but how can we do this in a 
sensitive and supportive way? 
Here’s how I’m going to show 
my thanks: 
Check in
Asking how someone is 
doing can have a significant 
impact on the trajectory of 
their day. Popping by with 
a cuppa and a smile can bring 

people out of dark spots quickly. In my 
experience, the kindest heads always 
bounce these questions back and ask how 
you are too.
Back them up
Heads are making incredibly difficult 
decisions – some potentially life or death 
– and need their school communities to 
be behind them. When a decision has 
been made, we should do our best to see 
it through as positively as possible. We, as 
school staff, are able to be islands of calm 
in a world of panic and it is our duty to 
always do our best.

V O I C E SChris Harrison

They’ve weathered some truly testing storms 
recently so let’s make a conscious effort to 
support our amazing leaders

WHO LOOKS
AFTER THE        
HEADTEACHER?

Challenge them sensitively
Many people are at breaking point. 
Tempers are short and patience is 
wearing increasingly thin. There are 
going to be decisions that not everybody 
agrees on. However, there are suitable 
ways, times and places to have those 
conversations. A private chat with your 
head can clarify things both for you and 
them. They’ll appreciate your input too 
– if you have reacted in a certain way, 
chances are that other people have too. 
Challenging publicly and harshly or, 
heaven forbid, bitching about decisions 
in the background, can eat away at the 
foundations of a school’s spirit.
Spread the load
Asking what you can do to help can 
significantly reduce pressure on your 
headteacher, even if it’s something small 
like lunch duty. That extra five minutes 
can have a really positive impact when 
heads are trying to juggle so much.
Send them home
Many senior leaders work ridiculous 
hours. Sometimes what a headteacher 
really needs is someone to pop in and 
suggest they call it a day. They can then 
tackle problems with a fresh mind in the 
morning. This is easier said than done, 
of course, but it’s really unhealthy to 
lose time with loved ones. Alongside 

this, I strongly advise leaving 
headteachers alone on evenings 
and weekends – that email can 
wait until the morning!
Chocolate goes a long way
If your head is tied up in 
meetings, especially endless 
governing body discussions, 
leaving a sweet treat on their 
desk can give them the energy 
boost they need to power on. 

Brownies definitely work best,  
in my experience.

Praise them 
It takes no time at all to say well done 
to someone. A (socially distanced) pat 

on the back and a thank you can take 
the weight of worry off a headteacher’s 

shoulders. 

Many of us do all of these things with 
those we manage or work alongside, 
but sometimes heads beaver away, 
trying to keep everyone happy and 
healthy, without anyone checking in 
on them. Make a point to try out one 
or two of these strategies and give your 
headteacher a much needed boost –  
I know I will be. TP

Chris Harrison is assistant head  
at Grove Road Community Primary  
in Harrogate.

 @mrhtheteacher        mrhtheteacher.wordpress.com
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At the beginning of the 
pandemic, as supermarket 
shelves emptied and 
people began to lose their 
jobs, we recognised that 

a number of our families were suffering 
from financial strain. Using an initial 
donation from our sponsor, Shaw Trust, 
we took it upon ourselves to set up food 
banks to provide vulnerable families with 
essential supplies. The pandemic really 
highlighted a heightened need to extend 
our schools’ duty of care outside of the 
building, in order to effectively support 
our young people during this time.

As the school term came to a close 
in July, the heightened risk of ‘holiday 
hunger’ posed a very real threat. Eager to 
reduce the risk for our students, we made 
bids for several national grants to enable 
us to continue supporting families over 
the summer break and were grateful to 
be awarded a substantial sum of money 

by the National Lottery. Thanks to our 
dedicated team of volunteers, we were 
able to operate food banks at several 
locations over the summer, ensuring 
that our vulnerable families could access 
provision in their area. 

Using local knowledge, we identified 
the families who had been particularly 
impacted by the pandemic – students 
eligible for free school meals, key 
workers, those who had lost work – and 
provided support directly to those in 
need. The funding meant we were able to 
offer families a variety of food and meet 
complex dietary needs, as well as offer 
a delivery service to those in isolation. 
An added benefit of the food banks was 
that it meant staff were able to keep in 
touch with students, checking how they 
were coping and making sure they had 
everything they needed. 

My colleague Sam Barber, a 
staff member at Wolstanton High in 

V O I C E SJo Morgan

Newcastle-Under-Lyme, coordinated our 
largest food bank, helping ten different 
Staffordshire schools access supplies. By 
collaborating with staff across the trust, 
over 80 families were able to access the 
food bank on a weekly basis. Sam told 
me that while others may have seen it as 
a logistical nightmare, she saw it as her 
duty. 

Given our developing knowledge of 
Covid-19, we’ve had to keep arrangements 
under continuous review, but families 
have been really cooperative with 
implementing the safety precautions 
and our volunteers feel their wellbeing 
is effectively protected. It’s been both 
heartwarming and humbling to see how 
much these families appreciate our 
efforts. Numerous parents have contacted 
us to thank us, with one parent saying, 
“We don’t know what we would have done 
without the support of the school. It is 
brilliant and a massive help.” Comments 
like this make all the hard work and 
hurdles we’ve had to jump worthwhile. 
Knowing we are making a positive impact 
by supporting our school community 
during these difficult times is what it is  
all about.  

We’ve also been able to implement 
this provision in our special schools, 
where many students’ complex health 
needs mean they are at high-risk and need 
to isolate. Amanda Cameron, principal of 
Walton Hall Academy, says the operation 
has been a “real team effort” and staff 
have been “wonderful” in collecting, 
sorting and delivering food parcels 
directly to families, with several even 
volunteering to continue over  
the summer. 

As always, our staff have gone 
above and beyond, also delivering food 
vouchers, pet supplies, and providing a 
friendly listening ear to those suffering 
from the effects of continued isolation. 
The whole operation has demonstrated 
the unswerving dedication of our staff  
to ensure our students and their families 
remain emotionally and physically 
supported.

With the new school year now here, 
many are feeling daunted by the year of 
change ahead of them. But if the past six 
or seven months have proven anything, 
it’s that schools – no matter their phase, 
sector or location – are all striving for the 
same common goal: to effectively support 
young people and secure their bright 
futures. Working together, this is looking 
very much achievable. TP

Jo Morgan is the chief executive of  
Shaw Education Trust which has 
academies in the West Midlands, Halton, 
Derby and Greater Manchester. 

It’s heartwarming and humbling to see how 
much our community appreciates our efforts  
to help them

WE SUPPORT PUPILS
BY OPERATING FOOD
BANKS FROM SCHOOL

 @shawedutrust        shaw-education.org.uk
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B eing a teacher comes with its very own unique form 
of guilt: there’s always more you can do to help the 
children in your class and therefore your job is never 
done. We also place unrealistic expectations on 

ourselves. Every time a new union survey comes out saying the 
average teacher works a 60 hour week, it makes those who settled 
on a mere 50 hours feel like they are letting the children down.  

The closest we ever get to our job being done comes with the 
summer holiday, but this year the vacation came with an added 
helping of guilt. First of all, we had the people arguing schools 
should have remained open throughout the holiday to help 
children who had fallen behind. This usually went hand-in-hand 
with a belief that schools had been completely shut since the end 
of March and teachers had been twiddling 
their thumbs ever since. Then we had a 
whole string of articles in the press about 
the things teachers needed to do to prepare 
for the new school year: things like learning 
how to be a psychologist so we can tackle 
the looming mental health crisis among the 
nation’s children. 

Against this backdrop, I’ve been 
managing my own sense of guilt about the 
limited preparations I made for the new year. 
I spent time cramming the desks into rows in my 
tiny Edwardian classroom; I looked at elements 
of the Y5 curriculum that my home learners 
may have missed out on; I studied photos in 
an attempt to learn the names of children 
who haven’t been in school for almost half 
a year. However, I left the risk assessments, 
one-way-systems and staggered start times to 
the leadership team to sort out.  

As usual, the actual start of term and the 
introduction of 31 new faces into my life has left me 
too busy to contemplate my guilt. My approach to school 
has remained broadly the same as every other year: assess the 
children; teach them what they need; keep expectations high.  
We were under instructions to focus on children’s wellbeing 
initially. We’ve been comparatively lucky that local infection 

rates have been low and we knew that we weren’t going back to 
children who had been beset by personal tragedy, but we still 
weren’t sure what the impact of the time away would have been. 

The fear was that I would face a group of Y6 children who had 
fallen way behind, couldn’t concentrate, had forgotten the rules and 
didn’t want to be there. What I actually found came as something of 
a relief: yes, the children had fallen behind and couldn’t concentrate 
for long periods, but they had remembered the rules and, above all, 
they really wanted to be there. It seems the thought of spending 
any more time with their families has made school seem a more 
appealing proposition than ever before. For us teachers, the task 
ahead doesn’t seem impossible when faced with a motivated group 
of children who seem to be grateful to be back.

Despite the incessant hand-washing 
routines that eat into a significant portion 
of our day, we’ve found time to assess the 
children using a round of past SATs papers 
to discover exactly how far behind last 
year’s cohort they are. The bottom half of 
the year fared badly, with children from 
large families and pupils with SEN causing 
particular concern. It’s easy to understand 
why these groups may have been 
particularly affected by the school closure.

Having made the assessment, we then needed to decide 
what we were going to do about it. With the Covid-19 

catch-up premium seeming like a fairly simple proposition 
(£80 being allocated per child to each school), in Y6 we 
chose to act early and invest in a system of after-school 
tutoring. Almost a third of the year group will benefit 
from these sessions, which will be carried out by Y6 

teachers, LSAs and some previous teachers from the 
school who have come out of retirement to help. The hope 

is that this will allow those children worst affected by this 
pandemic to make rapid progress. We just have to hope 

that the children’s positivity doesn’t diminish when they 
face a hometime one hour later than usual. Perhaps 

the catch-up premium will prove to be one small area 
where the government’s intervention actually does 

some good.TP

My pupils have fallen behind and their concentration is worse,  
but they’re so grateful to be back in school

V O I C E S

“For us teachers,  
the task ahead doesn’t 

seem impossible”

The writer is a Y6 primary teacher in Essex.24 | www.teachwire.net
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Once upon a time, in a world 
before Covid, a teacher 
found herself crouched 
on the floor in front of a 
whiteboard. Her hand was 

rigid, in the shape of a paw; a white board 
marker wedged between curled fingers.  
“I can’t hold this! It’s too hard – I don’t 
have hands like you!”, the teacher cried. 
“I can help you!”, said a Y1 child, leaping 
up to hold the pen steady. And as his 
classmates called out phonemes to help 
him, he took the teacher’s paw and guided 
her to write the words ‘Thank you’ on the 
white board. “Clever tiger! You did it!”, 
cried the child in triumph. “Clever boy! 
You did it!”, thought the teacher.

And so ended our scheme of work 
on The Tiger Who Came to Tea, also 
known as ‘teaching rude people some 
manners.’ It’s amazing what happens 
when children feel they are the ones 
with power and knowledge. 
Our tiger had gone on quite 
a journey to reach a point 
where he appreciated the 
efforts the children were 
making to keep him safe 
and healthy. He’d been 
extremely ungrateful when 
the children had made him 
a healthy tea, complaining 
about the lack of biscuits 
and cakes. He sulked when 
one child, hands firmly on 
hips, told him, “You need 
to learn some boundaries!” 
– repeating a phrase he’d 
heard at home, I suspect.

We can expose children 
to empathy easily enough 
by introducing them 
to stories where they 
connect with characters 
and showing them how 
fortunate they are in 
comparison to other 
children in the world. 
But if we’re not careful, 

empathy can become overwhelming 
and lead to compassion fatigue, driven 
by a sense of helplessness. It’s possible 
to mitigate this by allowing children 
to take control of situations – to help 
those in a mess to find solutions to their 
problems. This is empowering and, most 
importantly, it provides children with a 
blueprint for the future – they can indeed 
be the change they want to see in the 
world. When children are young, this 
can be done 
by helping 
characters in 

V O I C E SDebra Kidd

Helping story characters to solve their problems 
empowers children to be the change they want 
to see

HOW TO 
TEACH A TIGER 
MANNERS

stories, and that’s how we found ourselves 
teaching a grumpy tiger how to be 
appreciative.

We began with the story then moved 
on to a simple literacy task in pairs. Sophie 
and Mummy had to write a shopping list to 
replace everything the tiger had eaten. As 
well as allowing them to practise writing 
and encoding, pupils were getting ready 
for the next lesson where they would 
be asked to recount what the tiger had 
actually eaten by a very cross zookeeper, 
concerned that his tiger was sick and that 
all the visitors to the zoo were demanding 
their money back. In role I said, “You need 
to tell me what he ate so that I can tell the 
vet.” Some pupils began gleefully shouting 
out items: “Cake!” “Beer!” When told off by 
the zookeeper, some pupils looked a little 
abashed, but others weren’t going to take 
this injustice lying down. “Don’t blame us!” 
shouted one little boy. “You’re supposed to 
take care of him!”

And we were off. How do you take care 
of a tiger? Should he even be in a zoo? Was 
he being properly cared for? How did the 
tiger behave when he was out? Before we 
knew it, we’d invited the tiger back, but 
this time for a healthy tea. Invitations went 
out, menus were created. We learnt about 

carnivores and balanced diets and how to 
measure, weigh, cut, slice, mix and pour. 
We made food models to photograph to 

put into our recipe book. The children 
laid out a special picnic blanket for 

the tiger in the hall. I narrated: “The 
tiger had never been in a school 
before. He entered nervously, his 
tail twitching, sniffing the air…” 
The children looked past me for 
the tiger. “Where’s my beer?” I 
bellowed. “It’s not good for you!”, 
the children replied. “We’ve got 
you some lovely water instead.” 
The tiger replied, “Water? I can 

get water in my zoo. Where’s my 
chocolate cake?”

The children patiently 
explained to the tiger why it’s 
important he eats food that is 
good for him. The grumpier 
he got, the more exasperated 
they became, until one said, 
“We worked really hard on 
this! You are very rude!”. And 
the contrite tiger explained 
that tigers don’t understand 
‘rude’. No one ever teaches 
them manners. Will the 
children help? And, of course, 
they did. TP

Debra Kidd is an author and 
teacher trainer and taught in 
schools for over 20 years.

@debrakidd        debra-kidd.com
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Bring bestselling author and Children’s Laureate 
Cressida Cowell directly into your classroom –  
via a free podcast and downloadable resources

26  | www.teachwire.net

Fancy a virtual visit from a bestselling children’s writer? Luckily for you, 
author and illustrator Cressida Cowell, guest editor of this issue of Teach 
Primary, is ready and waiting to share her 
thoughts, ideas and inspirations with your 

budding wordsmiths, via our free literacy podcast. 
The experience doesn’t end there either; we’ve 
created some amazing free teaching resources to 
download at plazoom.com, so you can continue 
your reading adventure in the classroom.

There are few challenges more motivating 
than creating brand new magical creatures 
and then writing about them. As a task, it allows 
children to use their imagination and think creatively, 
with the added bonus that there’s no way they can get 
it wrong. In this episode, Cressida shares inspiring 
and motivational advice for children about the power 
of creativity, and why magic is at its most believable 
when based on the real wonders of nature.

HO W  TO  USE  THE  PODCAST

Search for ‘Author in your Classroom’ 
podcast wherever you listen to podcasts

Play it in your classroom in one go,  
or in shorter chunks

Pause the podcast to talk about  
the points being raised, using our 
teaching notes

P
P
P

Cressida Cowell
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1  I T ’ S  A L L  A B O U T  I D E AS
"When I was little my handwriting was 
terrible and my spelling wasn’t very good 
either. It’s not about your writing; it’s about 
your ideas. It’s also not a race. You’re all 
going to learn how to read and write one 
day! I don’t want a kid who has amazing 
ideas but struggles with the mechanics of 
reading or writing to be put off. Wish, the hero 
of Wizards of Once, is dyslexic, but she’s the 
writer because she’s the one with amazing, 
magical ideas."

2  D O  YO U R  RES E A R CH
"If you’re thinking up a dangerous creature 
do research into real scary creatures – that 
will give you lots of ideas. If I’m trying to 
create a new kind of dragon I’ll look up lots 
of wonderful creatures. For example, there 
are lots of amazing sea creatures that are 
see-through, and that will give me an idea."

3  T RU T H  A N D  L I ES
"Writing is like telling a really big lie.  
The more detail you put in, and the more 

you base it on a grain of truth, the more it comes alive 
in your reader’s head. If I say my character had a big red beard, can you see the 

beard in your head? Sort of. But if I say Gob had a beard like exploding fireworks or a 
hedgehog struck by lightning, you can see the beard a bit more clearly because I’ve 
based it on something true."

L I S T E N  TO  C RESS I DA ’ S  A N S W E RS  I N  
F U L L  B Y  D O W N L O A D I N G  T H E  P O D CAS T  
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R E S O U R C E S

J A M I E  L I T T L E R , author of Frostheart,  
spoke about inventing new fantasy worlds. 
Download our exciting teaching sequence and 
give your pupils the chance to create a new 
make-believe setting from their imagination and 
then write a story set there. Visit plazoom.com/
jamiepodcast

S T R U A N  M U R R A Y , author of Orphans of the 
Tide, spoke about building suspense in your 
writing. Download our teaching sequence, 
including lesson plans, teacher notes and activity 
sheets, and give children the chance to plan their 
own exciting story, building suspense through 
the plot and devices they use.

How to  
download the 

resources

To accompany the podcast, teaching 
experts at Plazoom have created 
free resources that you can use to 
develop your pupils’ writing. The 
teaching pack includes lesson 
plans, a Powerpoint, teacher 

notes and activity sheets. 

In this teaching sequence, 
children will create a new magical 

creature then write a scene featuring 
their invention.

DOWNLOAD THEM AT  

PLAZOOM.COM/ 
CRESSIDAPODCAST

PREVIOUS EPISODES

THREE THINGS KIDS WILL 
LEARN FROM THE PODCAST

26-27 Author in My Classroom.indd   2726-27 Author in My Classroom.indd   27 25/09/2020   15:2125/09/2020   15:21



Inspire great  
writing

100 fully-resourced model texts by award-winning 
authors with Real Writing from Plazoom.

Try for FREE*

plazoom.com/model-texts
*terms and conditions apply

As she saw Baba Yaga for the 
first time, Blanka trembled.  
She was a gruesome sight. 
Warts covered her chin and  
her teeth were black as night  
a starless sky.

subordinate cause

use of 
synonyms

ambitious 
adjectives

editing to 
improve a 
simile
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R E S O U R C E S

Want pupils to become keen readers and writers?  
Build your English curriculum around rich texts...

J A M E S  C L E M E N T S

T here are plenty of 
ways of building 
an effective and 
inspiring English 

curriculum in primary school 
and, quite rightly, every school 
adopts a slightly different way 
of organising all of the things 
they’d like children to learn 
and experience. One approach 
to curriculum planning that 
has grown in popularity once 
more over recent years is 
text-based planning: a model 
that puts books, poetry, and 
playscripts at the heart of the 
curriculum.

In a text-based curriculum, 
the elements that make up good 
English teaching – reading, 
writing, discussion, drama, 
learning about how language 
works – are all organised 
through the use of rich texts.

Broaden 
vocabulary
There are many reasons 
for organising your 
curriculum around texts. 
Firstly, the language used 
in written texts tends to 
be very different to that of 
spoken language. We’re far 
more likely to encounter 
words that will broaden 
our vocabulary and allow 
us to express ourselves in 
different ways when we read 
or are read to. This might 
be through meeting some of 
the formal language of the 
classroom but is also some 
of the poeticised language 
that can be found in fiction. 
We might read: “The beast 
reared up in front of him and 
lurched forward, its talons 
out-stretched.” This isn’t 
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the sort of language we use 
in day-to-day conversations. 
And the benefits are not 
limited to words themselves; 
the syntax and grammatical 
forms in written texts are 
often different too. They’re 
more complicated and draw 
on a richer variety of forms. 
If we want children to be 
able to use these forms of 
language in their speech 
and writing, we can help by 
introducing them through 
regular interaction with 
great texts. 

The second reason goes 
beyond language. Texts are 
receptacles to pass on other 
people’s thoughts. Books 
are full of new knowledge 
and ideas that pass from 
the writer to the reader. 
It might be a fascinating 
fact about volcanoes from 
a non-fiction book or an 
insight into ambition and the 
ability of power to corrupt 
from a retelling of Macbeth. 
Books and poems introduce 

children to ideas that they 
haven’t encountered before, 
broadening their experience 
and helping them to grow. 
This is what makes English 
as a subject different  
from literacy.

Thirdly, the stories 
and the characters that 
they meet in books allow 
readers to make sense of 
the world and understand 
their own place within it. 
The US academic Rudine 

The joy 
OF TEXTS

EXPERT CPD 
THAT FITS  

YOUR 
SCHEDULE

Want to share the ideas in 
this article with colleagues? 
James Clements has put 
together ten CPD training 
videos to help you train  
your team. 

l  Explore how teachers 
can develop a text-based 
approach to the English 
curriculum.
l  Take a detailed look 
at selecting texts and 

structuring units of work.
l  Learn practical 
classroom ideas for  
using rich texts in the 
classroom.
l  Use the accompanying 
presentation slides and 
training handouts in  
your session.

Find the videos at our 
sister site Plazoom:  
plazoom.com/cpd-hub



shakespeareandmore.com

@mrjclements

James 
Clements is 
an education 
writer and 
the author 
of Teaching 
English by 

the Book (Routledge), a guide  
to creating a text-based 
primary curriculum. 
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Sims Bishop famously wrote 
about books as ‘windows, 
mirrors and sliding doors’:

“Books are sometimes 
windows, offering views 
of worlds that may be real 
or imagined, familiar or 
strange. These windows are 
also sliding glass doors, and 
readers have only to walk 
through in imagination to 
become part of whatever 
world has been created or 
recreated by the author. 
When lighting conditions 
are just right, however, a 
window can also be a mirror. 
Literature transforms human 
experience and reflects 
it back to us, and in that 
reflection we can see our own 
lives and experiences as part 
of a larger human experience. 
Reading, then, becomes a 
means of self-affirmation, 
and readers often seek their 
mirrors in books.”

The texts children read 
help them to navigate the 
world and that, to me, seems 
like a good reason to feed 
as many as we can into our 
curriculum design.

Getting lost
The final reason for giving 
children the chance to 

listen to, read, and talk 
about wonderful texts 
goes far beyond education. 
Reading might be good 
for the brain, but it’s also 
good for the soul. Exciting 
stories, humorous poems or 
fascinating non-fiction are 
fun. While many children 
will be lucky enough to 
discover the pleasure that 
comes from getting lost in a 
good book, others won’t. If 
those children don’t have the 
chance to be immersed in 
books at school; if they don’t 
meet a wide range of great 
texts and slowly form their 
own opinions and develop 
their own tastes, it might 
be that they never find the 
world of books and reading. 
All of the enjoyment and 
pleasure will be lost to  
them. For me, that’s the 
strongest argument for 
putting rich texts at the 
centre of the primary  
English curriculum.

Of course, adopting a 
text-based approach doesn’t 
preclude making use of 
other curriculum drivers 
too. You might choose to use 
a model where your English 
lessons are sometimes based 
on an exciting class novel or 

fascinating non-fiction text 
and sometimes based on 
another stimulus, like what 
is happening in the news 
or on a shared experience 
such as an educational 
visit. And sometimes you 
might take the children’s 
enthusiasms and interests 
as your starting point. With 
curriculum planning, as with 
everything else in education, 
the trick is to be clear 
about what you’re trying 
to achieve, decide on the 

approach that best matches 
that, and then tailor that 
approach to the needs of 
your children.

Whatever approach you 
opt for, carefully-chosen 
picturebooks, novels, 
multimedia texts, poetry 
and non-fiction can play a 
key role in a rich English 
curriculum, providing  
both a model for children’s 
learning and a way of 
capturing their interest  
and providing motivation  
in the classroom. TP

S I X  G R E A T  T E X T S  T O  
U S E  I N  C L A S S

Everyone has their favourite texts to use in the 
primary classroom, but here are six that  
I think every child deserves to meet as they pass 
through primary school. I could just as easily 
have chosen 60! 

l  Clockwork by Philip Pullman. Perfect 
storytelling without a single wasted word.

l  Varjak Paw by SF Said. A captivating plot, 
beautiful writing and full of wisdom.

l  Good Little Wolf by Nadia Shireen. Funny, 
clever and, oh, the twist at the end!

l  Night of the Gargoyles by Eve Bunting 
and David Wiesner. Rich, poetic language 
accompanied by atmospheric illustrations make 
this the perfect choice to share across school.

l  Brenda is a Sheep by Morag Hood. Funny  
and inventive, it will delight the whole of KS1.

l  The Murderer’s Ape by Jakob Wegelius. 
A unique book that manages to be both a 
page-turning thriller and a deeply reflective and 
thoughtful book full of ideas.

“Reading might be good for 
the brain, but it’s also good 

for the soul”



Cover the full National Curriculum 
writing objectives for KS2 with  

Real Writing from Plazoom.
Try for FREE*

plazoom.com/model-texts
*terms and conditions apply
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Enter now at teachwire.net/giveaways
*Competition closes at 5pm on 20th November 2020. Winner will be notified within 21 days. Full terms and conditions available at teachwire.net
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What’s on offer?
l Three class packs containing 36 STABILO 

EASYoriginal handwriting pens, 48 STABILO 
EASYgraph handwriting pencils and 144 
STABILO power colouring felt pens 

l STABILO EASYoriginal pens are perfect for 
when your class has lots of writing to do 

l STABILO EASYgraph pencils have a thick  
lead diameter, making them perfect for  
learning to write 

l STABILO power felt tip pens can last up to eight 
weeks without their caps

STABILO is offering you 
the chance to win three 
class packs worth over 

£400, including 36 STABILO 
EASYoriginal handwriting 
pens, 48 STABILO EASYgraph 
handwriting pencils and 144 
STABILO power colouring  
felt pens. 

STABILO EASYoriginal is 
the first ergonomic rollerball 
specially designed for left 
or right handers. The grip 
promotes the dynamic tripod 
grip and the design also helps 
create a relaxed hold which 
prevents fatigue and pain 
while writing. It’s extremely 

easy to refill and the tip 
doesn’t blot or scratch.  
The pens include a space for 
a name so pupils can identify 
their own.

STABILO EASYgraph is 
the first ergonomic pencil 
specially designed for left or 
right handers. The triangular 
design creates a relaxed hold 
for little hands with its non-slip 
grip moulds and promotes the 
dynamic tripod grip. STABILO 
power felt tip pens give deep 
colour and coverage and have 
an extremely long cap-off  
time of up to eight weeks 
without drying out.

For more information visit  
stabilo.com/uk

three class  
packs from 

STABILO WIN
£400+!

WORTH



F E A T U R E S  B L E N D E D  L E A R N I N G

Who knows what might disrupt learning this term, but don’t 
panic – here’s a ready-made back-up plan...

M A T T H E W  H O O D 

W herever we 
can, we should 
make sure 
pupils are 

in a classroom, being taught 
by their teacher. It’s the 
best thing for their learning, 
development and routine. 
As the principal of a charity 
whose main focus has been 
supporting remote and online 
teaching, that might not be 
what some would expect me 
to say. But I’m also a teacher, 
and I care passionately about 
helping children learn.  
No virtual platform can ever 
replicate the full expertise, 
adaptability, interaction and 
sheer joy a teacher brings 
to their class. Despite this, 
blended and online learning 
has come to the fore in recent 
months. We’ve seen how, in 
certain situations, it can be a 
useful tool and we’ve started 
to see uses we never knew or 
expected from it.

Plan B
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Beyond 
expectations
Last term Oak National 
Academy was created. It was 
the initial idea – and coming 
together – of around 40 
teachers, alongside colleagues 
working in education 
organisations. Over the 
Easter holidays we realised 
that we were in the lucky 
position to support remote 
teaching during lockdown, 
but not every school could 
switch online as easily.  
So in the space of ten days we 
recorded and shared around 
180 hours of teaching for any 
school and pupil to access.  
We then kept on doing this 
for the rest of term, providing 
a weekly schedule of lessons 
for pupils aged 4 to 15. 

The response was beyond 
any of our expectations.  
By the start of summer, more 
than four and half million 

pupils had taken part in  
over 20 million lessons.  
The greatest uptake was for 
our primary lessons. This 
may have been because 
smaller schools often have 
less technology infrastructure 
to move online, or because 
parents of smaller – and 
sometimes slightly more 
excitable – humans required 
extra support to keep 
children learning. The 
development of Oak was  
a wonderful demonstration  
of the innovation, resilience 
and unmatched generosity  
of teachers to support  
their peers and pupils. 

Created by 
teachers
Fast forward to the start 
of this academic year and 
the context has thankfully 
changed. Schools have 
opened to all, and pupils are 

taking their seats alongside 
their friends and teachers. 
However, over the last year 
we’ve learnt how quickly 
things can change, so schools 
asked us to stay open for the 
whole of 2020/21; to act as 
their ‘Plan B’. 

Alongside that request, 
teachers provided three 
pieces of feedback that have 
shaped our revised approach 
to blended learning this year. 
Firstly, some teachers haven’t 
used Oak because it doesn’t 
align with their curriculum. 
It’s no use if we’re teaching 
Roman Britain and your 
school is covering Ancient 
Greece. Secondly, we heard 
our week-by-week creation of 
online lessons was challenging 
to plan around, and caused 
problems if we taught topics in 
a different order to you. Lastly, 
teachers told us they loved our 
content, but wanted to adapt 
it for their context, or print 
it to help students without 
laptops. In response we’ve 
now launched Oak National 
Academy’s new Teacher Hub. 
Here you can access nearly 
10,000 free, high-quality 

lessons and resources. 
Created by teachers, the 
hub allows you to:

l  Download and edit 
thousands of lesson 
slides and worksheets, 

so you can tailor  
to your school  
and pupils
l  Find more 
lessons, teaching 

the most popular topics taught 
in primary schools

l  Access lessons upfront 
that cover the whole year, 
from Reception upwards
l  Share fully online 



thenational.academy

@matthewhood

Matthew 
Hood is 
principal 
of Oak 
National 
Academy.  
He trained as 

an economics teacher and was 
a founder of Ambition Institute. 
He is chair of governors at 
Bay Leadership Academy 
in Morecambe, a trustee of 
The Brilliant Club and an 
independent government 
adviser on professional 
development.  
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lessons in any order, or  
just share individual 
worksheets and slides
l  Support every pupil,  
with captions on all lessons, 
BSL for the youngest, and 
printable resources for  
those without devices 

Planning for 
disruption
Now the new term has started 
we’ve already seen lots of 
schools planning for and using 
Oak’s resources as their Plan B. 
Recent guidance, and a dash of 
common sense, made clear the 
range of scenarios that could 
disrupt teaching. Schools are 
likely already seeing increased 
pupil absences as households 
shield if any family member 
shows Covid-19 symptoms. 
This could increase to a whole 
class or more if an outbreak 
occurs at a school. Regional 
responses to spikes in the 
virus, including classes on 
rotas, or even more severe 

local lockdowns, could become 
increasingly likely as we enter 
the winter months. Each of 
these require a rapid switch 
from teaching in class to 
remote, online teaching for 
some or all pupils. The key to 
making this work is for the 
switch to be as painless as 
possible. You’ll want your class 
to quickly be learning as close 
as to what you had planned for 
in-school. 

We’re seeing schools go 
through Oak’s lessons and map 
them against their existing 
curriculum. Where they match, 
teachers have a ready-made 
back-up plan, as well as free 
support and resources for 
in-school lesson planning.  
This was the Plan B we 
designed Oak for, but from a 
single seed, a hundred flowers 
can bloom. Just days into the 
new year, we began to see 
schools and educators develop 
unexpected new blended 
learning approaches. 

Text a lesson
Many schools considered the 
impact of shielding on pupil 
attendance, but the level of 

disruption isolation is causing 
staffing has caught some by 
surprise. I’ve already heard 
stories of teachers receiving 
an NHS Test and Trace 
text informing them that a 
contact of theirs has suspected 
Covid-19, then suddenly 
packing up, heading home and 
isolating. On the very first day 
of term one school I know had 
three staff unexpectedly off. 

Responding to this, 
primary schools especially are 
going to need to be flexible. 
Teachers will need to lead 
classes they’re not used to. 
Supply teachers and TAs 
might need to take on more 
responsibilities for limited 
periods. Unexpectedly, we’ve 
seen Oak’s resources being 

used to help here. When 
the teacher gets their 

NHS text message, 
they only need to text a 
link to an Oak National 

Academy lesson to their 
colleagues. This provides 

a ready-made, high quality 
lesson for another teacher 

to pick up, helping pupils 
continue learning with 

minimal disruption.  

Teaching teachers 
It’s not only pupils’ learning 
which has been interrupted by 
Covid-19. Those still learning 
to teach have faced challenges 
too. Restrictions on teaching 
placements have stopped 

trainee teachers being able 
to observe a wide range 

of schools and teaching 

practice. Training to teach 
involves understanding how to 
explain and model hundreds 
of different concepts, so some 
universities are now using 
Oak’s recorded lessons to help 
trainees observe teachers, 
see examples of how to 
explain particular concepts, 
and provide stimulus for 
discussion and learning. 

The last six months has 
shown us the careful balance 
we need to strike between 
blended learning and teachers 
being with their pupils. We 
hoped Oak National Academy 
could provide a Plan B and 
extra support in a challenging 
year, but your innovation is 
harnessing online learning in 
ways we didn’t expect; all to 
keep children, and teachers, 
learning. TP

E X P L O R E  O A K  
N A T I O N A L  A C A D E M Y 

Teacher hub
Explore, download and edit thousands of lessons 
and resources to complement your planning,  
all for free. Visit teachers.thenational.academy

Curriculum webinars 
Watch a webinar to learn more about how  
Oak’s free resources can support your school. 
Visit tinyurl.com/oak-webinar  

Online classroom
Parents, carers and pupils can access all Oak’s 
free lessons at the online classroom. They’re 
searchable by Key Stage, year or subject. Visit 
classroom.thenational.academy

“In the space of ten days we 
recorded and shared around 

180 hours of teaching”



P A R T N E R  C O N T E N T

A ready-made framework to help you get 
outdoors and monitor children’s skills 

WILD Passport

READY-MADE 
FRAMEWORK

Outdoor education is hugely 
beneficial to learners but it has 
always been difficult to monitor 
improvements in skill and knowledge. 
The WILD Passport curriculum 
provides a ready-made framework 
for outdoor learning practitioners 
and teachers to build their yearly 
programmes around, offering clear 
pathways of skill and knowledge 
advancement.

FIVE-YEAR CURRICULUM
WILD Passport is built around 

five skill areas over five proficiency 
levels; Woodcraft, Shelter, Fire, 
Nature and Rope. Available as 
a complete programme or as a 
modular approach with extension 
activities and links to the national 

2

curriculum, the WILD Passport 
provides a five-year curriculum from 
foundation to expert skills.

FLEXIBLE TOOL
Designed as a flexible tool to 

support rather than dictate practice, 
WILD Passport is suitable to be run 
as part of existing outdoor learning 
approaches such as forest school or 

3

REASONS TO TRY…

bushcraft provision. Alternatively,  
it can be employed as a stand-alone 
programme meeting the specific 
needs of your setting. 

TRAINING AVAILABLE
Accredited level 3 training 

is available to support existing 
practitioners and those new to 
outdoor learning to develop the 
skills to run an effective outdoor 
learning programme based around 
the progression of measurable 
skills and outcomes, with a heavy 
emphasis on using practical 
outdoor skills in group settings.

4

4
1

 At a glance
 Outdoor learning allows those who might not achieve 
in class a chance to thrive.
 WILD Passport objectives meet a variety of national 
curriculum outcomes; maths, science, DT, art.
 Individual Learner Passports are available so pupils 
can track their own progress and goals.

Contact:
Email tom@
greenmanlearning.
co.uk
Call 07845 864106
Visit wildpassport.
co.uk 
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Our new ‘religion and worldviews’ RE curriculum celebrates  
similarities, rather than focusing on differences

LINKS 
Finding 

M A T T H E W  L A N E

and human and social sciences. 
Theology is thinking about 
believing and asking questions 
that believers of a faith may 
ask, with children exploring 
questions from inside religions. 
Philosophy, or the study of 
ideas, is about pondering “the 
nature of knowledge, existence 
and morality more broadly”, 
which means including ethical 
questions and debates. The 
final lens – human and social 
sciences – explores the ‘lived 
experience’ of members of a 
religion and what happens 
when theology meets everyday 
life. As these names are quite 
the tongue twister, we call them 
‘believing’, ‘thinking’ and ‘living’ 
in my school.

Norfolk schools were also 
given freedom to design their 
own units and courses of study. 
In preparation for looking at 
our current RE curriculum 
I first discussed it with the 
children. One pupil said,  
“I like doing our stuff but it’s 
interesting to see their stuff and 

C hange on a 
fundamental scale 
is in the air for 
religious education 

and that means it’s the most 
wonderful time to be an RE 
subject lead. In 2018, the 
Commission on Religious 
Education delivered its final 
report that recommended a 
new vision for the subject. 
Firstly, the report provided 
a completely new way of 
framing the subject as ‘religion 
and worldviews’ (see panel, 
right) rather than religious 
education. The rationale for 
this change is very interesting 
– I recommend reading the 
Commission’s final report at 
tinyurl.com/tp-re. 

The second major 
change is the use of different 
‘disciplines’ to study religions 
and worldviews. In response 
to these fundamental 
changes, many SACREs 
(the local bodies that set RE 
curriculums) have updated  
or released new locally  
agreed syllabuses. 

The biggest change within 
my local syllabus here in 
Norfolk is the introduction 
of a disciplinary pedagogy 
that asks children to 
study RE using the 
skills (or ‘lenses’) 
of theology, 
philosophy 

see how different people live.” 
Having heard their thoughts,  
I threw the old curriculum in 
the bin and started afresh. 

‘Other people’s 
stuff’
The school where I work 
is a typical Norfolk village 
school. It’s over 90% white 
British and Christian or of 
Christian heritage. Some 
children’s parents, and even 
grandparents, were also pupils 
here. I knew 
that I didn’t 
want our new 
curriculum 
to involve 
the children 
doing a unit of 
“their stuff” 
(Christianity) 
followed 
by an 
entirely 

different unit of “other 
peoples’ stuff” (any other 
religious or non-religious 
practice). 

Our world is becoming 
more fractured. If children are 
to see the beauty and value 
of other people, religions 
and worldviews, they need 
the skills to appreciate them 
and, most importantly, ways 
of connecting with them. 
This got me thinking about 
exploring: if you know where 
you’ve been, it gives you a 
good basis to explore the 
new. So I decided to be bold: 
every unit of learning would 
start with Christianity. We 
would learn about what we 
already knew, or thought we 
knew, and then link outwards. 
Finding links and connections 
between Christianity 
and other religions and 
worldviews would form the 
bedrock of our curriculum. 
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Matthew Lane 
is a Y6 teacher 
and religious 
education lead 
at Hethersett 
CEVC Primary 
in Norfolk.

@mrmjlane

theteachinglane.co.uk 

Key questions
This new curriculum would 
follow the Bible as its basic 
structure, with three half-terms 
exploring concepts rooted in 
the Old Testament, followed 
by three half-terms of New 
Testament content. This proved 
to be very helpful as it dislodged 
Easter and Christmas from 
the times we celebrate them 
(there is no acknowledgement 
in the Bible when these events 
took place.) This structure 
was inspired by the Church 
of England Education Office’s 
brilliant Understanding 
Christianity project  
(understandingchristianity. 
org.uk).  

As we are a church school, 
at least 50% of our RE content 
should focus on Christianity. 
Therefore, the first three or 
four lessons of each half-termly 
unit have a Christian focus and 
usually contain theological 
study of the Bible. This gives 
time to explore our ‘key 
question’ and reflect on how 
Christianity answers it. Having 
built a solid knowledge base 
in Christianity, learning then 
moves on to one or more other 
religions or non-religious 
traditions for comparison. 

For instance, in autumn in 
Y6, children explore Genesis 
one and two, pondering the 
philosophy key question, ‘Why 
was the Earth made?’. Children 
recap the key events of these 
chapters and then debate 
and discuss how women are 

Time and energy 
Growing this new curriculum 
and pedagogy has taken time 
and lots of energy from the 
amazing staff at my school. 
As we move further towards 
a ‘religion and worldviews’ 
curriculum, our emphasis 
will be on denominations and 
how, for instance, there is no 
single ‘Christian worldview’. 
The aim is that children can 
see how worldviews ‘similar’ to 
their own can actually be very 
different, while the superficially 
‘different’ can be very similar. 

What exactly a religions 
and worldviews curriculum is 
has yet to be fully defined, with 
clarification from the RE Council 
expected next year. Many 
teachers are also informing the 
definition; shaping the concept 
through experimentation and 
research. You can see what 
one group of teachers and 
researchers, the Reforming  
RE project, is accomplishing  
by visiting reformingre.
wordpress.com. TP

described in markedly different 
ways between chapter one 
and two (they were written 
at different times by different 
authors, then collated together 
at a much later date). A lesson 
is spent looking at the scientific 
description of how the Earth was 
formed and what similarities 
this has to Genesis. This is not 
an apologist attempt to explain 
Genesis, rather a time to discuss 
what real ‘events’ humans wrote 
into the Genesis story and why 
we think this coincidence could 
have occurred (the importance 
of water to life), to explore  
what makes no scientific sense 
(light is created before the sun) 
and what this tells us about the 
writers of Genesis and the  
audience they wrote for.  
It is a good time to discuss  
how correlation does not  
imply causation. 

To conclude the unit, we 
spend two lessons exploring the 
events of the Hindu creation 
story and its expression of our 
universe as one in a string of 
many. Children quickly spot 
the beginning of the world in 
darkness and water and how a 
prime mover is needed to bring 
light and life into the world. 

This is the most important 
part of the new curriculum: 
finding and celebrating what is 
the same and then questioning 
why they are the same. How 
can two religions from 
different sides of the planet 
have similar beliefs? How 
can two faiths that appear  
so different actually be 
quite similar? 

Free 
resources
Download Matthew’s 
new religious education 
curriculum, which focuses 
on finding links and 
connections between 
Christianity and other 
religions and worldviews, at 
tinyurl.com/tp-remap 

W H A T  I S  A 
‘ W O R L D V I E W ’ ?  

It's a person’s way 
of understanding, 
experiencing and 
responding to the world: 
a philosophy of or 
approach to life.  
This includes how a 
person understands the 
nature of reality and 
their own place in the 
world. A worldview is 
likely to influence and 
be influenced by beliefs, 
values, behaviours and 
experiences. It can be 
influenced by organised 
systems of thought; 
these can be religious or 
non-religious in nature.
 
RE Council Final  
Report 2018 
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Having a TA stuck permanently to their  
side means children don’t develop the  

skills to learn independently

Velcro or 
helicopter?

A s any classroom 
teacher will tell you,  
a good TA, LSA or any 
of the other numerous 

titles given to these marvellous 
people is worth their weight in 
gold, if not more. Yet, the role of 
teaching assistant remains one of 
the most controversial in 
education. While the majority of 
TAs are highly effective, there is 
considerable evidence that some 
are less so and can even block the 
learning process. The main reasons 
behind this are TAs’ lack of skills 
and training and their poor 
deployment and direction.

Many TAs start without training 
or experience and learn on the job.  
Equally, few teachers are trained 
to deploy other adults. This is 
combined with a confusion about 
time, hours and funding allocations 
for children with an EHCP or high 
level of support. I still meet heads, 
parents and SENCos who say, 
“They have 25 hours of support” 
and believe that this should be 
one-to-one. All the evidence is that, 
except in exceptional cases where 
there is a high level of physical or 
safeguarding need, this is not what 
25 hours of support means in the 
mainstream classroom. Yet this 
belief persists. This is exacerbated 
by few people in schools having 
a clear understanding of what is 
meant by ‘supporting’ in class.  
Too often, support is equated with 
an adult being stuck to a child for a 
set number of hours: the velcro TA.

Dropping down
A focus on ‘velcro TAs’ leads TAs 
and teachers to believe that teaching 
assistants should be with ‘their 
child’ only and at all times. This 
belief restricts how teachers are able 
to deploy TAs in their classrooms 

and frequently deprives children  
of teacher time. Moreover, with  
an adult permanently alongside 
them, the child may not be able to 
develop the confidence to try or 
the skills to learn independently. 
Further, they are denied 
opportunities to fail safely.

The velcro TA endures as 
staff don’t feel confident enough 
to consider the alternatives. 
Swapping the TA and teacher 
so the latter can work with ‘the 
child’ is not a long-term solution. 
A more effective option is the 
‘helicopter’ model. A ‘helicopter 
TA’ prepares a child for learning 
by ‘dropping down’ the strategies 
and resources needed. Then they 
lift off and ‘hover’. They can drop 
down again when the support is 
needed to re-focus or remind the 
child to use the strategies and 
resources available before 
leaving again. This approach 
means that TAs can both 
provide children with the 
support they need and 
the opportunity to learn 
independently.

Find more at  
T E A C H W I R E . N E T

Our sister title SENCo provides useful 
ideas, practical guidance and thoughtful 

insights into SEND provision.  
Request your free copy at  
teachwire.net/free-senco

REQUEST YOUR FREE COPY

S A R A  A L S T O N
Supporting
SEN Pupils
How can we support 
disengaged pupils with 
SEND? Here’s how to help 
them feel welcome.

Read it at tinyurl.com/tpdisengaged
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Back To The 
Daily Routine
Transitioning out of 
lockdown is tough for 
everyone, but especially for 
children with SEND.

Read it at tinyurl.com/tpreopen

Don’t Just Focus  
On Learning
The greatest necessity 
in the return to school is 
making all children feel 
safe, valued and wanted. 

Read it at tinyurl.com/tpsafe
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Velcro or 
helicopter?

F E A T U R E S  S E N D

Changing the model
The ‘helicopter’ approach requires TAs 
to be confident and feel that they have 
permission to leave ‘their child’. This has 
to come from a shared understanding 
between TAs, teachers, senior leaders and 
parents of what is meant by classroom 
support. TAs need to be given the time, 
resources and skills to prepare children 
to access learning independently. Key to 
this is opportunities for TAs to read and 
understand teachers’ planning, so that 
they know what is coming up in lessons 
and are able to prepare children for it, 
such as getting maths resources and 
teaching the child how to use them, rather 
than sitting beside the child prompting 
as they complete each calculation. It 
may mean that TAs (under the teacher’s 
direction) prepare resources, provide 
pre- and over-learning and support the 
development of IT skills, so may be less 
visible in the classroom. 

The focus needs to be on support 
to access the instructions. Rather than 
concentrating on completing the task, 
the TA focuses on how to approach the 
learning using visual reminders and 
checklists (for example, task management 
boards, ‘now and next’ cards, visual 
timetables and worked examples) so the 
child can attempt the task independently. 
By making the support visual, and not 
dependent on the TA at the child’s side, we 
reduce the repetition of information and 
instructions which inhibits learning and 
leads to confusion and dependence. 

There is an ongoing mantra in SEND 
about preparation for adulthood.  
Few people go into this next stage of their 
lives with another adult velcroed to their 
shoulder. If we perpetuate dependence 
on a continued TA presence, we are 
not preparing children with SEND to 
be independent adults. Preparation for 
independence means schools need to 
support children to learn independently, 
enabling them to tackle tasks on their own 
and experience success and failure.

If we are to improve outcomes for 
SEND children, we need to ensure that we 
are prompting children to be independent 
instead of developing pupils who are 
dependent on adult prompting to learn. 
This means we must reconsider how we 
use TAs and give them and teachers the 
confidence that the majority of children 
with SEND can access learning without a 
constant TA presence. TP

“TAs need to be 
given the time, 

resources and skills 
to prepare children 
to access learning 

independently”

Velcro or 
helicopter?
We explore the pros and cons  
of both models. 

VELCRO
In this model, the TA is constantly 
with the child in question and  
works directly with them.

4 There is always someone there 
when the child needs help.

4 It is clear that the pupil has 
support which can make them and 
their parents feel secure.

6 The child becomes dependent  
on having an adult there to  
attempt any task. 

6  It undermines the pupil’s and 
adults’ belief that the child can  
do anything on their own.

HELICOPTER
In this model, the TA starts the child 
off on an activity then moves away 
and works with others, returning to 
their focus child to check in, help with 
any problems, reassure and re-focus. 
They then move away again, returning 
as and when they are needed.

4  The child develops independence.

4  They learn that they can do  
things on their own.

4  The TA is available to  
support others.

6  The timing won’t always be  
right, so there is a risk that the  
child might not have support 
available at the point they need it.

Sara Alston  
is a practising SENCo 
and an independent 
consultant and trainer 
with SEA Inclusion and 
Safeguarding.

@seainclusion

seainclusion.co.uk 
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Enter now at teachwire.net/giveaways
*Competition closes at 5pm on 20th November 2020. Winner will be notified within 21 days. Full terms and conditions available at teachwire.net

G I V E A W A Y

What’s on offer?
l Electronic Phonics board and 80 letter, 

digraph, trigraph and split digraph tiles

l Built-in games to excite pupils about 
phonics and add a competitive edge 

l Pupils can record their own blended 
version to see if that matches the 
recorded word 

l Can be used for targeted intervention 
to develop word reading skills

E lectronic Phonics is new 
to Hope Education for 
2020. Once you’ve got it 

in your classroom, you’ll wonder 
how you ever managed without 
it. The electronic device gives 
pupils the ability to learn phonics 
independently with fun phonics 
games and activities. The device 
can be loaded up with a series of 
digraph, trigraph and letter tiles 
to spell out fully blended words. 
Impressively, the word bank 
includes over 800 words for pupils 
to discover, helping them to get 

excited about learning to read 
with greater fluency.

Electronic Phonics is great 
for independent learning – 
children can experiment with 
graphemes and hear how they 
are blended. It caters for all 
abilities with different levels 
of difficulty to ensure children 
are practising words which 
match their level of learning. 
Pupils can experiment with 
different blended versions and 
learn individually or as part of 
a group.

For more information visit 
hope-education.co.uk

Electronic 
Phonics  

from  
Hope  

EducationWIN
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Is it still possible to put on a nativity in the time of Covid?  
Absolutely, says Rebecca Kincaid
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Fluffy little sheep, 
cute angels, donkeys, 
shepherds, wise men, 
Mary, Joseph and, 
of course, the baby 

Jesus – the wonderful tradition of 
the school nativity play. But just 
how are schools going to put them 
on this year when there are still so 
many unknowns being thrown up 
by the coronavirus pandemic? 

For many children, the school 
nativity is their only chance in the 
year to experience 
that wonderful 
process of piecing 
together a 
large-scale 
production, 
taking it from initial 
rehearsals and learning 
the songs, through to 
preparing the scenery, 
bringing in costumes, 
putting the scenes 
together and seeing the 
whole performance 
come to life. In many 
schools the excitement 
and anticipation of 
this Christmas tradition 
brings a great sense of unity and 
belonging, alongside an enormous 
sense of achievement, boosting 
self-confidence and bringing 
many children out of their shell 
and on to the stage. Through this, 
they learn valuable life lessons 
about dealing with nerves, 
working in a team and standing up 
in front of an audience – essential 
skills for now and later life. 

But this year is different. 
How can we possibly uphold the 
school nativity tradition and bring 
to it all that we usually see in its 
performance? And with the added 
complication of singing, surely 
it’s easier just to put it on hold for 
a year? Do not despair, I say. The 
nativity musical is alive and well. 

Christmas 
MIRACLE

about using the audio tracks on 
the CD and adding your own 
lovely accompaniments with 
percussion? Alternatively, you 

could choreograph some  
socially-distanced dances or 
actions to each song instead.  
This could be the perfect 
opportunity to showcase children 
with a particular talent in this area. 

I really believe that there 
has never been a better time 
to give your nativity a special 
makeover and present it in a 
slightly different way, providing 
the children with greater and 
more diverse opportunities. 
Indeed, 2020 is surely the year to 
create an even more exciting and 
memorable nativity experience 
than ever before. TP

Secondly, even if you’re 
working with different bubbles, 
this needn’t be a barrier to putting 
on one nativity. For two bubbles, 

there are various scripts out 
there that split perfectly into 
contemporary and traditional 
characters, meaning you could 
film the scenes separately 
and piece them together on 
readily-available software such as 
iMovie. This is perfect if there is 
no way of having a live audience 
this year. 

If you’re working with more 
than two groups, each group could 
rehearse a different scene and 
someone with a little more editing 
experience could put a recording 
together for you to send out to 
your would-be audience or stream 
live online. The filming aspect 
could present new opportunities 
for children who would prefer 
to work on production rather 
than on stage, and they could be 
responsible for preparing and 
charging the recording equipment, 
setting it up and monitoring it all 
during the performance. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to produce 
a well-thought-through video 
keepsake of your nativity musical 
this year, but do remember to 
check your performance licence.  

Lastly, if you’re not singing 
yet in school, this doesn’t mean 
you can’t put on a nativity. How 

F E A T U R E S  P E R F O R M A N C E S

As someone who regularly puts 
on musicals in schools, I’ve come 
to the conclusion that there are 
so many ways to give the children 
the same wonderful experience 
with just a few pandemic-friendly 
tweaks. 

Firstly, if you’re only able to 
work with a much smaller group 
than usual this year, why not turn 
this into a fabulous opportunity 
for each child to have a more 
central role in the play? Think a 
speaking part each, a solo here 
and there, and maybe some little 
choreographed dances. Putting on 
several nativities in smaller groups 
could be a wonderful way to see 
each child blossom in a larger role 
than usual. 

“There are so many ways  
to give the children the  

same wonderful 
experience with just a few 

pandemic-friendly tweaks”

Rebecca 
Kincaid is 
senior editor at 
Out of the Ark 
Music and has 
written several 
nativities. Use 

Out of the Ark’s nativity finder 
to find a play for your specific 
circumstances. The company 
has issued a special licence to 
accommodate video recordings 
and streamed performances.

@singoutoftheark

outoftheark.co.uk 



Released from the constraints of standard lessons, many children 
produced amazing project-based work in lockdown – let’s keep it going...

S A R A H  H O R R O C K S

M ore than 
one billion 
children 
worldwide are 

at risk of falling behind due 
to Covid-19 related school 
closures. The sudden shift 
to home learning and online 
teaching, variance in school 
provision, resources and 
experience, plus the digital 
divide and other iniquities 
for some families, have 
entailed a period of rapid 
adjustments and a steep 
learning curve for children, 
parents and educators alike.

Now that most children 
have returned full-time, 
and strong contingency 
plans are being put together 
for high-quality remote 
education provision, what 
are the positive lessons from 
this experience that we can 
implement moving forward? 
Just like many sectors 
seeking to use the recovery 
period to ‘build back better’, 

Slow  
LEARNING
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educators are reflecting on 
how learning could work 
differently, whatever the 
future brings.  

Careful nurturing
At London Connected 
Learning Centre, part of 
Education Development 
Trust, we’ve been 
supporting schools during 
the pandemic. Our focus is 
on embedding learning with 
and about technology across 
the whole curriculum so 
that young people 
have the digital 
skills they need 
for now and later 
life. We recognise 
that some factors 
that arise from 
physically being 
present in school 
need to be carefully 
nurtured in a period 
of remote, ‘blended’ 
or ‘hybrid’ learning: 
a sense of belonging 

and being part of the school. 
Specifically, students need 
to be part of a community 
of enquiry, with strong 
teacher presence, and need 
opportunities to engage with 
their peers – not just socially, 
but about work – and to  
have an ongoing 
student-teacher dialogue. 

Although there were 
exceptions, we know that it 
was not feasible for many 
schools to replicate the 
normal school day 

during lockdown. Sometimes 
classes or schools were able 
to work synchronously, 
in real-time, or close to it. 
More often, the learning was 
asynchronous, but  
with regular check-ins. 
Children released from the 
constraints of a standard 
lesson length or timetables 
were able to work around 
their family’s schedules or 
available access to technology 
and pursue projects which 

were carefully framed  

“Instead of treating 
‘project-based’ learning 
as an emergency 
laissez-faire stopgap, 
we should make it an 
active component in the 
teacher’s toolkit”



F E A T U R E S  P R O J E C T - B A S E D  L E A R N I N G
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by their teachers, or inspired 
by input from family or 
friends. We saw amazing 
results: children using online 
education platforms to 
share models, drawings and 
photos of other creative work, 
handwriting practice, and 
voice and video recordings. 
There was also the chance for 
larger-scale writing tasks – 
both offline and online, using 
blogs – providing the scope to 
be detailed and reflective, and 
to bring appropriate research 
skills, structure, creativity and 
imagination into play. 

This is something that we 
would advocate continuing. 
This is not a diminution 
of expectations around 
quality, curriculum focus and 
standards, as is sometimes 
assumed when terms such 
as ‘project-based’ learning 
are casually employed, but 
rather ‘slow learning’ in the 
best sense of the words 
(think ‘slow food’ 

vs ‘fast food’, if you wish). 
Such slow learning comes 
with the opportunity for 
depth and connections to 
be made, lost ground to be 
covered, and even ‘mastery’ 
to be gained, over a longer 
period of time than the hourly 
timetable slots allow. This 
can be supported by digital 
tools, where available, and 
direct instruction. It provides 
a chance to encourage 
autonomy, exploration, 
curiosity and creativity 
(whether in a problem-based 
context that addresses 
subject expectations or one 
that is more self-paced), 
with differentiated 
outcomes reflecting SEND 
or other arising needs or 
circumstances.

Promising practice
Current guidance advises 
schools to consider how 
all subjects can contribute 
to filling gaps in core 
knowledge, for example 
through an emphasis on 
reading. Time in class 
for reading is often 

limited due to other 
pressures but – framed 

correctly – this could 
be a valuable 

H O W  T O  D O  ‘ S L O W  
L E A R N I N G ’  I N  M A T H S

For subjects such as maths, ‘slow’ or ‘project-based’ 
learning can be seen as difficult to implement. 
However, different elements of this subject can be 
worked through via real-life problems or challenges. 

Try and add a practical element where possible. 
So for measure, weight, or time, think basic cookery, 
constructions of models, props or play worlds.

Explore shape, space, pattern, area, perimeter and 
ratio via art and design. Learn about  
money, percentage and arithmetic by budgeting  
for a class event. 
     Using a scaffolded approach, perhaps introduced 
by a 30-second video explanation plus other simple 
prompts or frames, gives children the autonomy 
and time to work out solutions. Try it individually 
or through collaborative dialogue; in a safe online 
platform or in class. 

londonclc.org.uk

@s_horrox

Sarah 
Horrocks is 
director of 
Education 
Development 
Trust’s 
London 

Connected Learning Centre.

element of blended learning. 
Guidance warns against an 
‘over-reliance on long-term 
projects or internet research 
activities’, but this is not 
what we are advocating.

Teachers will wish to 
rekindle or reconfirm a desire 
for learning, and recognising 
children’s own interests and 
enthusiasms may be part of 
this process – particularly 
at a time when anxieties 
abound about the return to 
school after very different 
experiences of lockdown. 
Building on the promising 

successful practice 
which has emerged 

in the use of digital 
tools and platforms, 
in a more planned 

and systematically 
managed way, will 

allow the accountability 
and focus that schools 

require, supporting safe 
interactions between 

teachers, pupils and 
also parents, outside 
of physical school, 
even while we are 
returning to ‘normal’. 

There may be 
long-term benefits of 

a blended learning 
approach in which 

digital is embedded into the 
new normal. We’ve witnessed 
that teachers and pupils 
certainly have the appetite for 
it. Digital deprivation clearly 
needs to be addressed, but 
what is evident is that despite 
the challenges of this era, 
there have been very positive 
breakthroughs. 

In light of this, let us 
harness this innovation and 
ensure that the best of what 
we have learnt is not left 
behind, but is incorporated 
as we move forward. Instead 
of treating ‘project-based’ 
learning as an emergency 
laissez-faire stopgap, we 
should make it an active 
component in the teacher’s 
toolkit. TP
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Experienced educator Emma Breeze tackles a new teacher’s dilemma
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The Covid situation has certainly 
made things very strange for lots 
of experienced teachers, let alone 
those going through their 
training and NQT years. It’s 
really important for you to 
realise that you’re not alone 
in feeling like this. Many NQTs 
(and experienced teachers) hit a 
wall where they find their work 
is encroaching on all aspects of 
their lives. Fear not though, 
there are things that you can  
do to help. And remember,  
all of us struggle with work-life  
balance at times – it’s  
totally normal!

Confide 
in your 
mentor
Your mentor 
should be your first 
port of call in this 
situation. Add 
‘wellbeing’ to your 
mentor meetings each time you catch 
up and ask them to help you plan your 
time and prioritise. Mentors are there 

to support you with this transition, as 
well as with the other aspects 
of the job. If you are not happy 
speaking to your mentor, try 
the teacher who is in the parallel 
class, or any other friends you  
have within the school.

Get organised
If you haven’t already, think about 
some of the strategies you employed 
in your training year to help you 
get organised. Try a diary (paper, or 
electronic), a planner, a wall chart 
– whatever is going to help you 
organise your thoughts and to-do list.  

Work out what times of day you 
find easiest to do certain tasks.  
For example, I always prefer to mark 
at the end of the day, at school, but 
I’m quite happy planning at home if 

I need to. Find out what works for you, 
and don’t compare yourself 

to others (particularly 
experienced teachers). You 
will get faster, it will 

just take some 
time. Can you 

share planning with 
your parallel teacher? 
This could help to reduce 
some of your workload.

Plan time off
This is one of the most 
important things I learnt: 
teaching is a wonderful 

profession, but if you let it, it will  
take all of your time and still never 
be done. By blocking out time to see 
people or do things for yourself you 

will make yourself a better teacher  
as you won’t be stressed out all the 
time. I promise that what needs to  

get done will still get done.
If you find you are not prioritising 

time to exercise, have a bath or visit 
family, block these out in your diary –  
be as specific as you need to be. You  
can even incorporate them as part  
of your to-do list so you can cross them 

off and feel productive  
at the same time.  

Speak out
Chat to your friends 
and family about 

what you are finding 
difficult. Share some of the 

strategies you are going to 
try and get them to help 

you stick to them. If you 
communicate with them 

they will understand what you’re finding 
difficult. They’ll want to help – that’s 
what friends are for. 

Build a network
If your school works with any others in  
the area or you’re part of a larger academy 
chain or MAT, utilise these sources of 
support. Ask the person in charge of trainees 
at your school whether there are other NQTs 

you could connect with.
Also, consider setting up a 
teacher Twitter account. 

It’s packed with fellow 
educators sharing ideas 
and offering solutions. 

Chances are, if you’re 
struggling with something, 
someone will have 

something to help or will 
have been in the same position. 

We are all better teachers when we’re 
well-rested and happy. Nearly all teachers 
will have been in your shoes at some point in 
their career, but with time we all find what 
works for us, and you will too!  TP

Help! I'm just so 
overwhelmed

F E A T U R E S  N Q T  A D V I C E

I  am an NQT and have got sole 
responsibility for my first class. 
I have my own room, a TA who 
knows the students well and 

an experienced teacher sharing the 
corresponding class. Despite this, 
I am feeling totally overwhelmed. 
I’m planning into the night and all 
weekend just to keep up. My family is 
complaining that they never see me  
and my social life is non-existent.  
I’m just not sure this is sustainable.  
The pandemic disrupted my training, 
but I really thought once I got in and 
settled things would start to get better. 
Any ideas?

Emma Breeze is an 
English SLE and 
professional tutor 
at Clacton Coastal 
Academy. She is vice 
chair of governors at her 
local primary school. 

@breezenglish 



We need an informed view of the maths taking place in our 
classrooms – hoping isn’t the same as knowing...

D A V I D  C O O K

W hen the new 
national 
curriculum 
was first 

published, I used to talk 
about the three ‘C’s of 
curriculum design with 
maths leaders: cohesion, 
coverage and consistency. 
‘Cohesion’ referred to 
the design. The national 
curriculum presents a 
series of domain organised 
statements and leaders have 
to decide how to ensure it 
flows from lesson to lesson, 
to help pupils build learning 
carefully and connect 
mathematical concepts. 
Developing cohesion is more 
complicated than deciding 
which bits of learning 
need to be apportioned to 
which terms and weeks. 
Ensuring ‘coverage’ is 
more than ‘experiencing’ 
all of the curriculum 
statements. Skilful 
curriculum design provides 
sufficient opportunities 
to revisit and deepen 
understanding to build 
secure schema. ‘Consistency’ 
is an unwavering focus 
on ensuring high quality 
teaching in all classrooms. 

Ofsted has made the 
evaluation of a school’s 
curriculum the major part 
of their quality of education 
judgement. I welcome the 
focus and am happy to update 
my letters to Ofsted’s three 
‘I’s: intent, implementation 
and impact. These provide 
us with helpful lenses to 
re-explore our curriculum 
offering. The sources of 

Clear  
PICTURE
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evidence in a ‘deep dive’ are 
useful too; not as a checklist, 
but as a challenge to our 
own ongoing evaluation and 
subsequent action.

The three ‘I’s
‘Intent’ is how a school’s 
curriculum sets out the 
knowledge and skills 
that pupils will gain at 
each stage; in essence, 
the curriculum plan. 
‘Implementation’ refers to 
the way in which it is taught 
and assessed. ‘Impact’ is the 
outcomes pupils achieve as 
a result. I have frequently 
and incorrectly heard 
leaders suggest that Ofsted 
is no longer interested in 

outcomes. Secure and deep 
learning is the reward for 
a rich maths curriculum 
that is well planned and 
expertly executed. Whether 
that results in great test 
outcomes is a slightly 
different point. 

My ‘cohesion’, in many 
respects, is intent. It is 
reflected in the careful 
planning of the curriculum 
– the way that the 
knowledge and skills are 
identified and sequenced. 
This is both in terms of 
conceptual development 

across the primary phase, but 
also within each year group. 
Think about your context 
too and what your learners 
are like. In the school 
inspection handbook it adds 
“by addressing typical gaps in 
pupils’ knowledge and skills.” 
Pause to consider these 
questions:

• Are there any areas of 
learning that are not as 
strong as you would like? 

• Is this common across 
the school, or isolated to 
classes or groups? 

• As a result of this, what 
adjustments are needed to 
your curriculum? 

Your response may be to 
focus on increasing time for 
certain key learning. You 
must ‘own’ your school’s 
mathematics curriculum. If 
you use resources, it’s crucial 
that leaders know how these 
support your curriculum, how 
they were selected and how 
they’ve been adapted to your 
school’s context.

Classroom reality
I think about 
‘implementation’ as the 
‘reality in the classroom’. As 
leaders, it is fundamental 

that we have an evidenced, 
informed view of this 
reality – hoping is not the 
same as knowing. This isn’t 
about engaging in increased 
monitoring exercises. 
Instead, it’s determined 
by the leadership of 
professional development 
in mathematics, how it 
improves teaching and how 
leaders know it is working as 
intended. 

Developing teachers’ 
‘expert knowledge’ is 
a perennial challenge. 
With strong knowledge of 
conceptual development 
and a repertoire of effective 
teaching strategies, 
practitioners are then 
more likely to teach more 
successfully, ensuring that 
learning is secured for all. 
They know what to look and 
listen for and are the masters 
of assessment. I appreciate 
that this is easy to say but 
difficult to do, but it’s what 
we must strive to achieve  
as leaders.

A recent Y1 example 
may help. The focus was 
on developing pupils’ use 
of the zero, five and ten 
benchmarks – a crucial skill 
that takes time to develop. 
Children were able to place 
six quickly using a number 
line. I asked many pupils to 
show me and in each case, 
pupils counted from zero. 
When asked to show me on a 
20 bead string, not once did 
any pupil slide the five red 
beads and then one further 
white bead. In our roles as 
leaders and supporters of 

“I have frequently and 
incorrectly heard leaders 
suggest that Ofsted is no 

longer interested in outcomes”



F E A T U R E S  M A T H S
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teachers, we need to avoid 
presumption and explore 
further, so I did. The teacher, 
by their own admission, was 
not that clear about these 
essential components, so 
we unpicked it to identify 
precisely what learning 
needed to be secured and 
what this would look like. 
I do not offer this vignette 
as criticism of teachers at 
all. Instead, I offer it as an 
example of what leaders  
need to do. The teacher  
had support resources  
but needed a bit more 
guidance to identify the 
crucial learning. Often these 

small and regular nudges 
make the biggest difference. 
In a recent conversation with 
an Ofsted inspector we talked 
about the need for leaders to 
‘look at’ rather than ‘look for’ 
in classrooms. That may  
seem pedantic, but the  
former positions the leader  
as inquisitive. 

Evidence sources
The inspection handbook 
identifies a range of evidence 
sources. It may well be that 
conversations with pupils 
helps. In the Y1 example 
above, they were pivotal. 
Crucially, they happened in 

B E F O R E  Y O U R  D E E P  D I V E …  

Subject leaders

l  How do you decide what to teach in each year 
group? Why this? Why now?
l  How do you support the development of  
subject expertise?
l  What is your approach to revisiting key learning?
l  How do you check pupils are making progress 
through the curriculum?
l  How well do pupils secure key learning?

Teachers

l  Why did you teach that? Where is the 
learning heading? What came before?  
How has this shaped your decisions?
l  How did the lesson content and 
activities ensure the learning  
was secured?
l  How are you supported to develop your 
teaching of maths? What has been the 
impact of that?

hertsforlearning.co.uk

@hertsmaths

David Cook 
leads a team 
of primary 
maths 
advisers for 
Herts for 
Learning. 

The team provides support, 
training and resources for 

schools and teachers.

situ to check understanding 
in real time. I am not certain 
what I would have learnt 
in a pupil discussion later 
in the day. Similarly, the 
conversation with the teacher 
signposted the professional 
development needed.

Impact, in the handbook, 
is aligned to “what pupils 
have learnt”. Positive 
learning outcomes should 
be the result of a rich maths 
curriculum which is well 
constructed and taught. 
National assessments are 
useful indicators but not 
necessarily the only measure. 
A view of what is happening 

in classrooms and books, 
through discussion, will add 
to that picture. 

I believe that the three  
‘I’ lenses offered to us by 
Ofsted are useful, but it’s 
not about writing lengthy 
statements for each. The 
quality of your maths 
curriculum is where energies 
are most productively 
invested. This will be evident 
in what is said about how 
you have designed it for your 
school, but ultimately about 
what happens in classrooms 
and the secure learning 
pupils build as a direct  
result. TP



Introducing
Smart Librarian
software

Smart Librarian software
was created by a Hertfordshire-based family business
specifically to provide all the features you need to
effectively and efficiently run a primary school library.

Smart Librarian software
is intuitive to use, very reliable and very, very fast.

✔ Save £100s
every year  

✔ No contractual
tie-ins… ever

✔ Free data
migration from
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library software
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‘Adventurous Music-Making’ 
takes every teacher and pupil 
on a journey of discovery – 
start your adventures here

T
H

E

Contact: 
Ocarina Workshop

ocarina.co.uk/amm
music@ocarina.co.uk 

WOW 
FACTOR

l When was music first written down? The answer is 3,500 years 
ago. ‘Ancient Sounds’ in Music Time-Traveller recreates music 
written on a clay tablet for you to listen to, sing and play. 
l What Morse code rhythm opens a Beethoven Symphony? The 
answer is ‘di-di-di-dah’. ‘V is for Victory’ in Music Code-Cracker is 
a musical message used in WWII that will inspire composing.
 l The six modular Pupil and Teacher Books and audio CDs for 
‘Adventurous Music-Making’ provide cross-curricular tools to 
unlock musicianship and contain 132 musical gems for ages 5 to 12.

ADVENTUROUS
 MUSIC-MAKING 

These easy-to-store 
class music packs are for  
voices, ocarinas and other 

instruments. Ocarinas 
offer immediate success 

from first notes to sparkling 
performances, for authentic 

music-making in a wide variety 
of styles, and for performing 
music from many cultures.  

ocarina.co.uk/adventurous

MUSIC FOR 
EXPLORING

Where can music take you? 
Travel back in time to the Stone 
Age, play with Medieval street 
musicians, Egyptian pyramid 

builders and Mayan Rainforest 
dwellers. Explore the Pacific 
Ring of Fire and visit every 

continent. Each place  
has its own music, and you can 

play it all: 41 musical pieces.  
ocarina.co.uk/exploring

MUSIC FOR
 COMPOSING 

Create signature tunes, sound 
patterns, secret messages and 

pictorial music with Music Code-
Cracker and Music Music-Maker. 

These cross-curricular music projects 
involve numbers, words, puzzles 

and more. Your classes will delight in 
sharing their own musical creations 

using ocarinas and other instruments: 
40 musical pieces.  

ocarina.co.uk/composing

MUSIC FOR
BEGINNING

Music starts with sounds around 
us. Make music by imitating sirens, 

bird calls, footsteps and chimes, 
with voices and instruments. 

‘Adventurous Music-Making’ books 
and CDs will show you how. Start 

with Music Zero-to-Hero and 1-2-3 
Ocarina to become fluent music-
readers, musicians and ocarina-

maestros: 51 musical pieces. 
ocarina.co.uk/beginning



If you were asked to 
describe the year 2020, 
I doubt very much you 
would be using phrases 
like ‘pant-wettingly funny’ 

or ‘total hilarity’, and yet the one 
thing I think we all need right 
now is to laugh a little bit more. 
I’m an author of funny books 
so I’ve long been a proponent 
of the power of comedy. On my 
regular pre-pandemic visits to 
schools, I’ve seen how laughter can 
engage even the most reluctant 
readers, help kids see the world 
in a different way, and be an easy 
way in to talking about otherwise 
difficult topics. But humour can 
often be dismissed as silly and 
lightweight – fine in moderation, 
but slightly frowned upon because 
somehow the idea came about 
that if it’s entertaining and people 
are enjoying themselves, it can’t 
possibly be a good thing. Like 
downing wheatgrass shots or 
reading Dostoevsky, if it’s horrible, 
it must be good for us, right?

Well, no, actually. And I think 
we’ve all had enough ‘horrible’ 
for one lifetime. Getting the 
kids giggling again comes with 
a huge host of benefits based on 
the body’s chemical reactions 
to laughter. It’s been shown to 

reduce stress, boost the immune 
system and enhance brain 
chemistry through the release 
of serotonin and endorphins, 
both of which help when dealing 
with overwhelming emotion. If 
those things weren’t all brilliant 
enough in the current situation, 
there’s even better news: some of 
the funniest fiction for children 
will introduce them to a plethora 
of underdog characters. Usually 
armed with little more than a 
refusal to let life beat them down, 
these plucky kids are determined 
to be the hero of their stories, 
to weather the storm and go for 
glory. Building resilience is the 
key to dealing with life’s ups and 
downs. In reading about underdog 
characters, young people can see 
that life does sometimes go wrong, 
and it’s OK to feel sad about that 
and wish things were different 
but, ultimately, you have to find a 
way to keep going.

Creative writing
As well as reading funny books 
with your class, another option 
is to explore how comedy can be 
used in creative writing. This is 
a guaranteed way to share some 
hilarious moments while using 
a range of writing techniques. 

I N S I D E  T H I S  S E C T I O N

Belly
LAUGHS

Have your pupils’ 
handwriting skills 
slipped over 
lockdown?  
Go back to 
basics with Laura 
Dobson's advice

Use poetry to help 
children navigate 
the little quirks 
of the English 
language, says 
James Clements

Comedy writing is a powerful shared 
experience that gives children a great 

sense of achievement

S I M O N  J A M E S  G R E E N

p52
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We review five 
brand new titles 
that primary-age 
children will 
love, including 
both fiction and 
non-fiction

How to use new 
picturebook Mr 
Brown’s Bad Day 
by Lou Peacock 
and Alison Friend 
in your KS1 
classroom

p55

RESOURCES
RECOMMENDED

Help children master 
tricky words with these 
appealing resource 
packs, covering the full common exception 
word lists for Y1-2. Each worksheet includes 
two words for pupils to read, spell, 
understand and use in sentences 
of their own, with an opportunity to develop 
letter formation using handwriting line guides. 
Visit tinyurl.com/tp-exception

“I’ve been in writing 
workshops before where kids 
have been in hysterics about 

chicken nuggets”

p62

p60
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A good starting point is to remind 
everyone that writing comedy is not 
about writing jokes but that, actually, it 
all starts from character. Most Y5 and 6 
children I’ve worked with understand 
the concept of an ‘underdog’ – usually in 
a sports context – but allowing them to 
create their own underdog characters is 
a great starting point. 

It’s important to stress that anyone 
can be an underdog, it just depends 
on the situation you put them in – a 
popular kid who wears the best designer 
clothes and loves nothing more than a 
pamper day isn’t your classic underdog, 
until they find themselves on a grim 
outward-bound weekend trying to find 
food and shelter while evading some 
mutant zombies. Encourage pupils to 
come up with a basic character first 
and a few key traits, then think about 
what the worst situation that person 
could find themselves in would be: a 
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probably won’t have to do much coaxing 
before pupils come up with loads of 
weird ideas. Explaining that absurdity 
can often help form a strong opening line 
is one way to use their talents effectively. 
A first sentence ideally needs to grab 
your reader and make them want to 
read on – why has this man got a chicken 
nugget on his head? I must find out! – so 
getting them to go absurd here can be a 
good shout. Meanwhile, slapstick can be 
a useful exercise in planning and writing 
more descriptive passages. For slapstick 
to work well, all the elements have to be 
set up in advance, so that the bucket of 
water that ends up on our hero’s head 
is first seen at the very start of the story 
when the window cleaner arrives at 
his house. Getting the students to plan 
out each element in advance and then 
bring them all together in a moment 
of cataclysmic disaster can be very 
rewarding and lots of fun. 

The best part of the whole process 
is then asking the kids to read their 
comedy work out for the whole class 
to enjoy. I’m always blown away by the 
sheer variety of characters, situations 
and hilarious moments they create. 
The shared experience of joyous, happy 
laughter, coupled with each child’s sense 
of achievement, is unparalleled. TP

nervous kid about to give a speech in 
assembly; the class clown meeting the 
mayor; a clumsy boy on a school trip to 
an art gallery displaying priceless vases. 
Characters who are out of their comfort 
zone and in over their heads tend to 
make bad decisions, and that can lead to 
some pretty good comedy. It also harks 
back to one of the key benefits of using 
humour: you’re in a mess – now how are 
you going to get out of it?

Absurdity and slapstick
These characters and situations will 
often give the basis for a good story, 
but you can enhance this further with 
some key comedic techniques. One 
thing I particularly love about eight to 
11-year-olds is that they really appreciate 
absurdity and slapstick – two of my 
favourite things. I’ve been in writing 
workshops before where kids have been 
in hysterics about chicken nuggets. You 

Simon James Green is a 
Carnegie-nominated author 
of books for young adults 
and children. His first 
middle-grade book, Life 
of Riley: Beginner’s Luck 
(Scholastic), is out now. 

@simonjamesgreen

simonjamesgreen.com 

Comedy  
writing tips
l Remind pupils that it’s not  
about writing gags.

l Everything comes from character.

l Creating an underdog is a  
great start.

l The best comedy is kind.

l Absurdity and slapstick  
work particularly well for  
primary-age children.
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Have your pupils’ handwriting skills slipped over 
lockdown? Go back to basics with this advice...

L A U R A  D O B S O N

C ast your mind 
back to when 
you learnt to 
drive. Remember 

the brain space that the 
mechanics of driving 
took up? There was little 
room left to think about 
directions. These days you 
drive to get somewhere and 
the mechanics are just part 
of the process. The same is 
true of the transcriptional 
skills of handwriting and 
spelling. They are not the 
reason we write, but if 
we are using up our brain 
capacity thinking about 
them, the real purpose 
of writing (to persuade, 
entertain or complain, 
for example) becomes 
secondary. 

Although handwriting 
is not the most important 
factor of writing, children 
often place importance 
on it (and parents do 
too). Pupils will consider 
themselves a good writer if 
they have neat handwriting 
and vice versa.  
It has an 
impact on 
self-esteem. 
Poor 
handwriting 
often means 

Back  
ON TRACK
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a child cannot read their 
own work. How can they 
edit and improve if they 
can’t understand what it 
says? If writing takes ages 
to do well, or it physically 
hurts, this undoubtedly 
has an impact on a child’s 
enjoyment of writing. 
Here are some reasons 
that children struggle 
with handwriting, and 
how to rectify them. 

Are your 
pupils  
ready 

developmentally? 
Handwriting is a complex 
task and children need to be 
developmentally ready to 
sit and write. You can find 
many fabulous pre-writing 
activities online to develop 
the skills and muscles 
needed to write well.  
A good starting point is the 
Leapkids Facebook page 
(tinyurl.com/tpleap). 

Sitting at a desk to write 
before pupils are strong 
enough can lead to poor 
posture. It’s far better for 
early writers to mark-make 
while lying on their stomach 
to develop strength in the 
shoulder girdle muscles, or 
write on a vertical surface to 
encourage wrist extension.

Are they 
sitting right? 
If a child’s core, 

shoulders and hands are 
strong enough to write, 
poor handwriting could be 
due to incorrect writing 
posture. Pupils should sit 
right back in their chair, 
knees at 90° and feet 
planted on the floor.  
The chair should be tucked 
in, but children’s torsos 
shouldn’t touch the table  
so there is space to bend. 
Use cushions on chairs  
or steps under feet to 
rectify issues with 
wrong-sized furniture. 

Is the paper 
positioned 
correctly? 

With their forearm resting 
on their paper to anchor 
it, children should move 
the paper up the table with 
their non-writing hand 
as they write, allowing 
their wrist to stay below 
the writing line. So often 
I see children with hands 
‘hooked over’ their writing 
because they haven’t moved 
the page. Sometimes this is 
simply because the table 
 is too cluttered. 
Tilting the paper makes 
writing more comfortable 
and allows children to 
see what they are writing. 
Left-handed writers will 
tilt the paper down and 
right-handed writers up. 
Children won’t do this 

“Handwriting is a complex task and 
children need to be developmentally 

ready to sit and write”
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automatically so model it 
and help them find  
the correct tilt. 

Is their grip 
good?  
Once they are 

developmentally ready, most 
children will benefit from 
being taught the dynamic 
tripod grip. However, there 
are slight adaptations to 
this which can also work 
well. Pupils should be 
able to see the nib of their 
writing implement and their 
wrist should be below the 
writing line. They shouldn’t 
be pressing too hard and 
writing shouldn’t hurt. There 
are some excellent grips 
available, but the end goal 
must be for children to have 
a good grip without aids.  

How is 
their spatial 

awareness?  
Can the pupil 
reproduce 

shapes? Do they 
have good spatial 

awareness? 
Do they use 

their non-writing hand to 
stabilise the paper and have 
a dominant writing hand? If 
any of these skills are lacking, 
handwriting will be difficult.  

Are they in 
the mood? 
Handwriting 

takes time and care to 
master. Attitude and mood 
can have a huge impact on 
it. Have a go at writing in 
Chinese script – it’s hard 
and requires real focus and 
attention to detail. It will 
remind you how complex 
handwriting is. 

Tips for KS1
Ensure your handwriting 
scheme or policy is being 
followed by all. The national 
curriculum guidance 
states that there should be 
frequent and discrete direct 
teaching of handwriting. 
Keep it interesting with a 
multi-sensory approach and 
lots of modelling. It will take 
more thought in the current 
climate, but find ways to 
make writing fun (gel pens, 
writing in the air, chalk 
writing on the wall, etc).  
The more children practise, 
the better they will get. 
Ensure handwriting is 
closely monitored and all 
staff know what correct 
formation and grip look like. 

In the autumn term, 
re-evaluate posture, hand 
position, grip and paper 
position. If children 
have got into bad habits 
it will feel strange doing 
something different, but it 
is important to rectify these 

T I P S  F O R  L E F T - H A N D E R S

l  Position left-handed children so their elbows don’t 
bump with right-handed classmates.
l  Left-handed pupils often have an inclination to form 
letters in the wrong direction – repetition of correct 
formation will help with this.
l  Put any text to be read or copied on the right-hand 
side of their page so their arm doesn’t obstruct it when 
they are writing.

inspireprimaryenglish.co.uk

@inspireprieng

Laura 
Dobson 
worked for 
many years 
as a teaching 
and learning 
adviser for 

a large company and local 
authority. She now runs Inspire 
Primary English, providing 
consultancy and training in all 
areas of English.

now or pupils could find 
writing painful, slow, and 
infuriating in the future.  

No one is designed to sit 
and write for long periods 
of time, especially young 
children. Consider how you 
can provide breaks within 
the current restrictions. 
Warming up before writing 
can help (see panel, above). 
Ensure you also continue to 
focus on building up pupils’ 
strength and hand-eye 
coordination.

Is KS2 too late?
It’s never too late to put 
things right. Re-evaluate 
and identify any issues 
which require focus 
– seating (left and 
right-handed children not 
bumping), posture, hand 
position, pencil grip, letter 
formation, paper tilt. 

Get children to evaluate 
their own handwriting. 
The National Handwriting 
Association has created a 
free poster – ‘S Factors’ – 
which encourages children 
to consider particular 

aspects of their writing: size, 
shape, slant, spacing, how 
words sit on the line and 
speed. Find it at tinyurl.
com/tphandwriting. 

Let children try 
out different writing 
implements and discuss 
their likes and dislikes. 
Consider any difficulties 
children may have copying 
from the board (light 
reflecting or losing their 
place, for example). Find 
ways to rectify these, such 
as numbering the lines. TP

H A N D W R I T I N G  W A R M - U P  I D E A S

CHAIR PUSH-UPS
Develop shoulder strength by grabbing the sides of your 
chair and pushing your bottom in the air, ideally with your 
feet off the ground. 

SCISSOR CUTS
Hold your arms out in front of you then cross them over up 
and down. This helps with crossing the midline (the ability 
to reach across the middle of the body with your arms or 
legs) and shoulder strength. 

CRAB WALKS
On the floor, push up from sitting with your tummy in the 
air and walk around on your hands and feet to improve wrist 
and shoulder strength. 

SPIDER PUSH
One-by-one, push your fingers together. This helps with  
finger strength. 

RUBBER BAND STRETCH
Improve finger strength by wrapping a rubber band around 
your finger and thumb and stretching them apart ten times. 
Repeat on the other side.
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Feel confident when
teaching handwriting

Our evidence‐based handwriting resources
give clear step‐by‐step instruction for both 

pupil and teacher and are perfect for catching‐up
with handwriting and English skills 

MorrellsHandwriting MorrellsHand  thehandwritingexpert
info@morrellshandwriting.co.uk 07929 737444 

www.morrellshandwriting.co.uk

It’s never 
too late to improve

handwriting
• Suitable for EYFS to adult
• Based on ability rather

than age
• Dyslexia and Dyspraxia

friendly resources
• School discounts

available

Perfect 
for school or

home
learning
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Mr Brown is a tiger. He’s 
also a Very Important 
Businessman carrying a 
Very Important 

Briefcase to a Very Important Office, 
where he buys and sells things on the 
telephone and signs papers for his 
staff. Imagine his concern, then, when 
he realises that his briefcase has gone 
missing on a lunchtime visit to the 
park.

Fortunately, Mr Brown spots it in a 
pushchair with a baby elephant. 
Unfortunately, the baby hooks it onto 

an ice cream cart, which speeds away. 
Fortunately, the ice cream seller stops, 
but unfortunately some children on  
a school visit pick it up. Before Mr 
Brown knows what’s happening,  
the chase is on!

An enjoyable romp of opposites 
ensues as the (really rather charming) 
Mr Brown tries to reclaim his 
briefcase. It’s a journey that takes him 
through the park on a borrowed 
tricycle and out into the city, offering 
exciting opportunities for drama and 
storymaking before the mix-up is 

resolved. At last Mr Brown returns 
home, long after dark,  
and finally we discover what is so 
important. Spoiler alert: it’s his  
snuggly blanket, teddy and book  
of bedtime stories.

This entertaining and 
well-constructed story will grab 
children’s attention and spark 
discussion. Alison Friend’s affectionate 
illustrations evoke the charm and 
nostalgia of Richard Scarry’s Busy 
Town and add an intriguing sense of 
possibility to Lou Peacock’s text.  

This enjoyable romp by Lou Peacock and Alison Friend provides exciting 
opportunities for drama and storytelling

Mr Brown’s Bad Day

B O O K  T O P I C

C A R E Y  F L U K E R  H U N T  

T E A C H  R E A D I N G  &  W R I T I N G
Book  
topic  

KS1

Published by Nosy Crow, 2020
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BEDTIME ROUTINES  
Talk about bedtime routines. What do 
your children have in common at this 
time of day? Create a shared diagram 
or timeline showing how your class 
prepares for bed.
Look at the picture of Mr Brown tucked 
up in bed. How does he feel? Collect 
words and phrases to describe him and 
write these on sticky notes. Take 
photos of the children pretending to be 

asleep. Print one per sheet and ask 
pupils to turn their photo into a 
‘bedtime illustration’ like Mr Brown’s by 
drawing a pillow, duvet, teddy etc 
around themselves. Ask children to 
write about bedtime routines or 
describe how it feels to be snuggled up 
in bed.

OUTDOOR GAMES
Play some traditional chasing games 

Take it further

How to share the book
Show the cover and ask children to describe 
what they can see. Has anyone read this 
story? What do pupils think it’s going to  
be about? Share the whole story as a  
reading-for-pleasure experience, taking time 
to enjoy the pictures. When you’ve finished 
reading, ask the following questions: 

l What did you like about it? 
l What’s your favourite scene? 
l How many different types of animal can 
you spot?
l How does this story make you feel?
l If you could meet Mr Brown, what would 
you ask him?
l Does this book remind you of anything else 
you’ve read?
l Who would like this book? What would 
you tell them about it?

Re-read the story so that children are  
able to notice details they missed the first 
time round.

Practical activities
Very important bags 
What does Mr Brown’s bag look like? Why 
is it so important? How do we know? Find 
evidence in the book. Ask children about 
bags belonging to family members or friends. 
What do these bags look like? What are they 
used for? What would your children keep in 

Book  
topic

a special bag? 
Make a collection of briefcases and other 

bags and explore them. Draw them from 
observation, using different media. Look at 
them carefully and describe what you can 
see. Touch the bags and make a list of words 
describing how they feel. Tap your fingers 
on each bag and listen to the sound it makes. 
Open and close the catches. What can you 
hear? How heavy are the bags? Can you find 
something that weighs the same as each bag? 
How wide are they? Measure them. 

What can each bag hold? Investigate 
how many objects will fit inside each one. 
Order the bags using a single property such 
as weight, width or capacity. What colours 
are the bags? Mix paint to match. Do the bags 
remind pupils of anything? Can you compare 
them with something, such as, “This one is as 
lumpy as a cloud”? What are the bags made 
from? Talk about materials. 

Make a trail of bags for children to follow 
and hide a PE challenge inside each one. 
Create a treasure hunt by hiding each clue 
inside a bag. Hide an object in each bag and 
ask children to touch and guess. Choose a 
bag and pretend it’s yours. Who are you? 
Mime your character. Make ‘very important 
bags’ from paper or card and decorate them. 
What would pupils keep inside? Draw 
objects, cut them out and put them in the 
handmade bags. 

Follow the path
Construct a physical pathway representing 
Mr Brown’s story path in this book – one 
that children can walk along and experience, 
rather than a 2D image. Try chalking a path 
on the playground, taping wallpaper to the 
floor or outlining a path with skipping ropes.

Prepare cards showing key story 
locations – office, bench, funfair, bus stop, 
tennis courts – then ask children to help you 
place the cards in the right order along the 
path. Visit each place and talk about what 
happened there. Can you think of an action 
to represent each event? How did Mr Brown 
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go from one location to the next (walk, ride 
on a Big Wheel, tricycle)? Can you find an 
action to represent these movements?  
Walk the path together, doing all the actions. 
Use the experience to help you re-tell Mr 
Brown’s story, then ask children to draw Mr 
Brown’s story path and mark the key events.

Different days
This was a bad day for Mr Brown. What 
other kinds of day could he have had? List 
them: ‘good’, ‘exciting’, ‘difficult’. Suggest 
new words to replace the chosen adjectives: 
‘difficult’ could become ‘challenging’, 
‘exciting’ could become ‘thrilling’.  
Ask children to illustrate one example using 
the Mr Brown character and create a word 
bank display.
 
The world of work
Mr Brown works in an office, but what does 
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Loved this? Try these...
v Mr Tiger Goes Wild by Peter Brown

v What Do People Do All Day?  

by Richard Scarry
v The Fate of Fausto by Oliver Jeffers

v Where’s My Teddy? by Jez Alborough 

in-role as Mr Brown and the children, or 
try a game of ‘hunt the briefcase’ or 
‘tiger’s footsteps’. 

VERY IMPORTANT OFFICES
Set up a roleplay office with a variety of 
phones, filing trays and other 
equipment. Add dress-up ‘business 
clothes’ and accessories such as suit 
jackets and briefcases. Include a variety 
of writing materials and invite children 

to explore, communicate and create.

BEDTIME STORIES 
Make your reading area extra snuggly 
with blankets and cushions. Add plenty 
of soft toys plus blankets and fabric to 
wrap them in, together with a collection 
of really good bedtime stories. Share 
the stories as a class and encourage 
children to read them to the toys. Learn 
some lullabies and sing to the toys.

he do? Talk about work done in offices. 
Where else do people work? What kind of 
jobs do they do? Mr Brown wears a suit and 
carries a briefcase. Do other people need 
special equipment for their jobs, or wear 
special clothes? How many different jobs 
can pupils think of? Pool their ideas. How 
could they find out more? Invite a parent in 
to tell the children about their job, or watch 
a video. 

Working together, design a 
questionnaire to find out which jobs are 
done by the parents and carers of children  
in your school. Collect the data then show 
the results on a table and as a bar graph.  
Ask children to write about what they did 
and what they learnt.

Fortunately, unfortunately
Re-read the “fortunately, unfortunately” 
section and discuss. Invent more 
examples of good and bad luck for Mr 
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things’ and illustrate their work.

Story maps
As a class, use the visual and textual 
information in this book to help you draw 
a map of Mr Brown’s city. Talk about the 
chase and show it as a line on your map. 
Look at a map of your neighbourhood and 
identify key locations. Imagine Mr Brown 
is chasing his briefcase along your streets. 
What can he see? 

Invent new episodes for Mr Brown’s 
briefcase chase and set them in locations 
in your neighbourhood – events that 
could only happen where you live.  
Tell the story of what happens and show 
these locations on your map. Draw a new 
double spread for this book, featuring 
your invented episode. Add some text. 
Extend by asking children to draw maps 
of imaginary cities and invent stories that 
happen there.

Carey Fluker Hunt 
is a freelance writer, 
creative learning 
consultant and founder 
of Cast of Thousands, 
a teachers’ resource 
featuring a selection 

of the best children’s books and related 
cross-curricular activities.

 castofthousands.co.uk

Brown, then use the construction in 
a pass-it-on game of oral storytelling 
about an imaginary school day. Record 
children’s ideas on a whiteboard, so 
they can write and illustrate them later. 
Explore other pairs of opposites such 
as ‘happily’ and ‘sadly’ or ‘loudly’ and 
‘quietly’, then extend by using these 
phrases in similar ways to generate  
more stories.
 
Important walks
Look at the spreads showing Mr Brown 
walking the city streets. How is he 
feeling? How can we tell? Who else can 
children see? Invent reasons why the 
other characters are walking along the 
street. Where could they be going, and 
why? What kind of buildings can pupils 
see? What else do they notice? Where do 
your pupils live? Does it look like this? 

Ask children to pretend they’re ‘very 
important people’. Can they walk around 
the room in a very important way? 
Talk about facial expressions and body 
language. Use props such as hats and 
bags. Do these help children feel more 
important? What do very important 
people think about on their walks?  
Ask children to write on cardboard 
‘thought bubbles’ then photograph 
each child posing with theirs. Print the 
photos and ask children to write about 
what they did, annotate their photo 
with words describing how they felt or 
write a description of their photograph. 
Extend this by making city scenery. Paint 
large cardboard boxes and walk among 
them or create a wallpaper frieze as a 
photographic backdrop.  

Important walks
What’s important to Mr Brown? Who 
and what is important to your pupils? 
Talk about ideas and feelings as well 
as objects, people and places, then ask 
children to write about ‘very important 
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The Invisible Boy
by Alyssa Hollingsworth 
(£6.99, Piccadilly Press)

12-year-old budding journalist and 
Superman fanatic Nadia has discovered 
a new and dangerous secret: she’s 
lonely. Then something happens that 
changes everything – she meets Eli, 
who she suspects may be a superhero. 
Something about Eli’s family is very 
strange – is her new friend hiding his 
own secrets? This powerful novel about 
slavery, friendship and standing up 
for what is right will appeal to UKS2 
readers who enjoyed Refugee Boy or 
The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas.  
Set in America, it’s a book that is full  
of hope and adventure, but also handles 
difficult real-world issues such as 
child labour trafficking and seeing 
the ‘invisible’ people that surround us 
with an impressive lightness of touch. 
Chapters are separated by cartoon-strip 
style illustrations, drawn by Deborah 
Lee, and the book ends with a list of 
useful discussion questions to  
guide classroom debate.

Who’s Your Real Mum?
by Bernadette Green 
(£11.99, Scribe)

Although the requirement to teach the  
new RSE curriculum has been pushed 
back to the summer term due to the 
competing priorities schools have had to 
juggle since the coronavirus lockdown, 
the new RSE curriculum states that 
all primaries will be required to teach 
about different families. This can mean 
many things, of course, including single 
parent families and those headed by 
grandparents or adoptive parents, for 
example, but can also include LGBT 
families. Inspired by author Bernadette 
Green’s own daughters, who were often 
asked “Which mum is your real mum?” 
by their friends in school, this is a funny, 
tender story about a young girl, Elvi, who 
finds imaginative ways to answer the 
same question about her two mums.  
It’s a thoughtful, playful tale that 
celebrates non-traditional families and 
captures what lies at the heart of family 
– love. Use it as a gentle starting point for 
your own classroom discussions.

UKS2 KS1/2KS1/2
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Book CLUB
We review five brand new titles that your class will love

Floss and the Boss
by Catherine Lawler  
& Abigail Sterne 
(£11.99, Routledge)

 This sensitively written story has been 
created to help primary-age children 
understand about domestic abuse and 
coercive control. Floss is a happy puppy 
who loves going to doggy daycare, but 
things change when her mum’s new friend, 
Boss, comes into their lives. Initially he’s 
funny and caring, but after he moves 
in he starts making up new rules. The 
authors, a safeguarding consultant and an 
educational psychologist, wrote the story 
to help children who have experienced 
domestic abuse and trauma to make 
sense of their feelings, teaching them to 
seek help and stay safe. Use the book in 
the classroom to support the ‘healthy 
relationships’ element of your PSHE 
curriculum or to address the topic of 
domestic abuse and coercive control with 
either your whole class or individual pupils. 
Schools can purchase an accompanying 
professional guide to support the effective 
use of the book, featuring page-by-page 
notes, activities and further support.



Roald Dahl: Words of  
Magical Mischief
by Susan Rennie 
(£6.99, Oxford University Press)

 
Many magical things happen in Roald 
Dahl’s stories – Grandmas turn into 
beanpoles, fingers spark and flash, and a 
little girl uses telekinesis to move objects 
with her mind. In fact, it’s hard to think 
of a Dahl story that doesn’t include a 
substantial sprinkle of magic. But casting 
spells and causing trouble wasn’t the only 
trick up Dahl’s sleeve. He also understood 
the magic and power of language and 
his stories are bursting with a wealth of 
words that have held readers enthralled 
for decades. Jam-packed full of words, 
definitions and examples from Roald 
Dahl stories, this book is designed to help 
children build confidence and have fun with 
their own vocabulary and creative writing, 
encouraging them to invent their own 
words and create their own spellbinding 
stories. There’s help with using, spelling 
and saying a rich array of challenging words 
and formulas for concocting wonderfully 
inventive new ones. 

Be Amazing!
by Chris Hoy
(£9.99, Walker Books)
 

When Sir Chris Hoy MBE, the  
world’s most successful track  
cyclist of all time, saw the movie 
ET at age six, it was the beginning 
of something remarkable. He fell in 
love with BMX bikes and persuaded 
his parents to buy him one, and 
thus his cycling journey began. This 
inspiring book explains how Chris 
achieved success by having a dream 
and working hard, but it’s not just 
for PE-loving pupils; its empowering 
message will hit home with any 
children who want to turn a dream 
into a reality, no matter how big or 
small. Through stories, practical 
strategies and words of wisdom, Chris 
will teach your pupils the importance 
of determination, hard work and a 
positive mindset, and the fact that 
occasional failures are inevitable.  
Its chatty tone and dynamic layout 
will hook children in and encourage 
them to aim for amazing. 

Meet the

author

KS2

SIR CHRIS HOY MBE  
ON REALISING YOUR 
HIDDEN POTENTIAL

Why did you  
want to write  
this book?
The idea to write 
Be Amazing came 
after speaking to 
countless kids 
across the country 
and also from 

my own experiences growing up, 
realising that most of us have no idea 
just how much potential we have. 
I honestly believe that every single 
person, no matter who they are, 
can surprise themselves with what 
they are able to achieve if they have 
a positive outlook and are willing to 
apply themselves. This isn’t a book 
about cycling, the Olympics or even 
sport in general. It’s a book to help 
the reader discover the feeling of 
being their best, no matter what it is 
they love doing. 

How was the writing process?
I loved it. I’ve written a number of 
books, namely the ‘Flying Fergus’ 
series, but they were done as 
a joint effort with Jo Nadin and 
Clare Elsom, so I always had the 
safety net of a team to work with. 
Be Amazing is the first book I’ve 
written entirely alone and that 
made it a little scary, but also very 
exciting. I guess I used a few of the 
principles of this book in the writing 
of it: aim high, have a plan and 
enjoy the process.

Did you have a reader in mind?
I hope this book will be enjoyed by 
all sorts of children. The messages 
in it are applicable to anything 
they have a passion for. As a kid I 
enjoyed school and did OK, but I 
needed a lot of encouragement to 
read books. However, once I found 
an author or series that I enjoyed, 
I would fly through them. I really 
hope this book will appeal not just 
to keen readers but also those who, 
like me, need a little nudge every 
now and again. 

How would you like teachers to use 
this book in the classroom? 
To get conversations going and 
get kids thinking about what it is 
they enjoy doing and how they can 
go about making the most of their 
potential. Most of all, I hope the 
book leads to kids feeling better 
about themselves and equips  
them with the tools to go forward 
and deal with the next stage of  
their lives.
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RESOURCES
RECOMMENDED

KS2

Give Y6 pupils a vocabulary boost  
with this fantastic tier two words  
pack. It includes word and definition 
cards for display and sorting, and 

worksheets that can 
be used as a reading 
comprehension 
activity. It’s designed 
to support children in 

confidently choosing 
more adventurous 
and sophisticated 
language for their 
writing. Visit tinyurl.
com/tp-y6vocab



Use poetry to help children navigate the little quirks of the English language

Rhymes to
REMEMBER

English is a glorious 
language, its myriad 
complexities giving 
speakers and writers 

a palette to share the subtlest 
of ideas. English never stays 
still, instead evolving over the 
centuries, borrowing sounds, 
words, phrases and ideas and 
weaving them into the rich 
tapestry we use today.  
Of course, appreciating the 
depth and beauty inherent in 
English can be tricky when 
you’re first learning to read and 
write it: English’s rich history 
gives children plenty of unusual 
features to navigate, any of 
which might cause them to 
stumble for a moment. 

Mastering the quirks of 
the English language can take 
time but that doesn’t mean 
that it has to feel like hard 
work. Using poetry can help 
you bring a sense of fun and 
playfulness to remembering 
some of the thornier bits of 
English spelling. As well as 
featuring rhymes to illustrate 
different grapheme-phoneme 
correspondences, many poems 
will draw children’s attention 
to silent letters, spelling 
conventions (‘-tion’, ‘ei’ and,  
of course, ‘to’, ‘two’ and ‘too’) 
and homonyms. 

Build phonemic 
awareness

 Enough of Uff

 Uff, uff.
 Do your stuff.
 You’re there in every huff 
 and puff.
 But where are you when   
 things get tough?
 Perhaps you felt you’d had   
 enough!
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This poem provides 
a lovely, joyful way of 
revisiting two groups of 
letters that represent 
the same sound. It gives 
children the chance 
to see, think about and 
discuss things they’ve learnt 
in reading sessions in the 
context of an enjoyable rhyme. 
Through reading the poem 
aloud, with children joining in 
with the parts they can read 
independently, even young 
pupils have the chance to use 
their developing reading  
skills in the context of an 
enjoyable read.

Remember via 
repetition
English spelling is a numbers 
game and it’s probably better to 
think in terms of probabilities 
than hard and fast rules. It 
doesn’t take long to find an 
exception to almost any English 
spelling ‘rule’: ‘I before E except 
after C’ says the rule, even if 
this turns out to be a heinous 

sleight of hand rather than 
efficient scientific policies that 
the proficient deign to follow 
conscientiously. How weird. 

 I-O-U-S are Furious!
 I-O-U-S can be serious.
 They can also be mysterious.
 I-O-U-S can be curious.
 But beware: they can be   
 FURIOUS!

J A M E S  C L E M E N T S
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This poem helps children 
learn about these probabilities, 
drawing attention to the letter 
strings that are used in the 
words. Reading the poem once 
is useful, but the real benefit 
comes with repetition – the 
chance to hear the ‘I-O-U-S’ 
enough times for the idea 
to become lodged in the 
memory. And thankfully, 
listening to a poem lots of 
times (until everyone can 
join in) can be a lot more 
enjoyable than looking 
at flashcards featuring a 
spelling pattern on loop.

Bring them  
to life
Like playscripts, poetry 
isn’t written to remain 
on the page. Poems like 
these that delight in 
playing with the sounds 
of language benefit from 
being brought to life. 
Children can learn some of 
the poems by heart and then 
prepare them to be performed. 
Working in small groups, 
annotate the poems, thinking 
carefully about whether you 
will speak softly or loudly, 
how you will vary the pace and 
where you will put emphasis 
to bring the ideas in the poems 
to life. Children could even use 
instruments to add music to 
their performance.

Create your  
own anthology
Once children have got the 
idea of using a rhyme for 
remembering a spelling, they 
can try and write their own. 
Pick other tricky spellings 
from the national curriculum 
(‘lightning’ or ‘guarantee’, 
perhaps) or a language feature 
such as contractions using 
apostrophes or capitals for 
proper nouns. As well as a 
chance to be creative and write 
something new, inventing a 
rhyme (and drawing a picture  
to accompany it) is likely to  
help the particular spelling  
to stick too. 

Be a magpie
Encourage children to collect 
their own examples of words 

with silent letters or different 
homophones. Display these on 
a working wall in the classroom 
or put them together to 
make a class book. Collecting 
examples on your own can be 
fun, but nothing beats a shared 
enterprise that everyone 
contributes to.

From nursery rhymes 
to Dr Seuss, rhymes are 
such a powerful part of our 
childhood; a constant source 
of delight and fun. If we can 
have fun with language in the 
classroom, we’re embedding 
positive attitudes that will  
last a lifetime. TP

James 
Clements 
is an 
education 
writer and 
the author 
of Teaching 

English by the Book. The 
poems featured here are taken 
from The B on Your Thumb by 
Colette Hiller, illustrated by 
Tor Freeman (Frances Lincoln 
Children’s Books, ISBN 
978-0711254589). Watch films 
featuring some of the rhymes 
at the website below.

“It doesn’t take long to find 
an exception to almost any 

English spelling ‘rule’”

T E A C H  R E A D I N G  &  W R I T I N G

@mrjclements

colettehiller.com 

Use these short rhymes 
in the classroom to 
help children remember 
tricky concepts.

 There’s a B on your   
 Thumb!
 Look, there’s a B right   
 there on your thumb,
 but of course you   
 shouldn’t mind...
 For the B that you see   
 right there on your thumb
 is not the stinging kind!

By drawing attention to 
an unexpected letter and 
making a clear link (with 
words and pictures) to 
something memorable 
(having a bee on your 
thumb), children have 
something concrete to 
hang an idea onto.

 The Awful Rule
 It’s an awful rule but  
 it’s beautiful as well:
 any word that ends in ful   
 only has one L.

 Take the ful in plateful or   
 the ful in frightful.
 Any word that ends in ful   
 isn’t ever quite full.

Do you have children 
in your class who write 
‘carefull’ and ‘helpfull’ time 
and time again? I don’t 
blame them; it makes 
sense, doesn’t it? The 
above poem will help them 
remember.

 Separate

 Separate has two As.
 They don’t get on, it’s   
 true.
 Luckily, there is an R
 to sepaRate the two.

This quick little rhyme 
for remembering the two 
As in ‘separate’ should be 
required reading for  
Y6 pupils!
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In your day-to-day teaching, 
how reliant are you on tests? 
We don’t mean SATs-style 
mocks – desks apart, silence 
and seriousness – but weekly 

quiz-style tests on spelling, times 
tables, grammar, punctuation and the 
like. What would happen if you didn’t 
do this anymore? 

Now hang on, we know what 
you’re thinking: ‘You can’t start taking 
tests away, pupils need to experience 
that pressure and develop their focus 
and speed. It’s 
good practice, it’s 
important to build 
memory, increase 
fluency, etc.’ Don’t 
worry, we’re not 
going to suggest 
removing tests, but 
we are going to go 
back to the original 
question: how reliant 
are you on tests? 

Think about 
those weekly 
spellings and tables 
you test on a Friday, 
what do you do with 
the results? Do they 
function as a diagnostic assessment? 
If they do, well done. If they don’t, is 
it time to reconsider that RAG (red 
for ‘not attained’, amber for ‘getting 
there’ and green for ‘achieved it’) 
spreadsheet that you created to 
remind you of your pupils’ strengths 
and weaknesses? If your pupils get 
seven out of ten on their spellings, do 
they know what this means? Is a seven 
low, middle or high? Is the focus on 
the score or on improving the errors? 
This is the stuff that matters to them; 
this is the first thing their parents 
will ask when they get home. This is 
what contributes to fixed ideas about 
ability. Ten out of ten means clever 
and anything lower is a ‘try harder 

next time’. This is what contributes  
to the fear. Is this the best way to 
assess learning? 

Timed tests
We want to share a recent experience 
of testing that, for us, highlighted 
the fixed nature of this sort of 
practice. Ruchi worked with a school 
which gave pupils a weekly times 
table challenge alongside a levelled 
calculation challenge. This happened 
from Y1 up to Y6. Both challenges 

were timed, and the 
pupils enjoyed them, 
excitedly marking 
their times tables to 
see how many they 
got right and eagerly 
awaiting the results 
of their calculation 
challenge to see if 
they had moved up 
a level (they weren’t 
trusted to self-mark 
this, of course). Week 
after week, Ruchi 
noticed the same 
pattern in every 
single year group: 

some children were driven by moving 
up to the next level and getting as 
many calculations right as possible. 
Within six months some pupils had 
moved up six levels, while some had 
remained where they were. Some 
pupils had stayed at the same level 
for the past six months. Needless to 
say, they didn’t think very highly of 
themselves as mathematicians. Maths 
wasn’t for them, it was for the others.

What baffled Ruchi even further 
was that, in some classrooms, the 
tests were not reflective of anything 
the pupils had learnt that week. Some 
teachers were repeatedly presenting 
pupils with questions they struggled 
with, somehow expecting (or hoping) 
that their scores would increase. On 
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Too many assessment approaches generate 
pretty graphs but no informed actions 

p67

Do your assessments promote self-esteem 
and a growth mindset, or do they create silent 

divisions and demotivate your pupils? 

I N S I D E  T H I S  S E C T I O N

Ditch parents’ evening and switch it 
for learning review meetings led by the 
children themselves

Here’s how I’d make the Y6 assessment process 
more pupil-centred and supportive of transition

Don’t miss our research & CPD 
special, on sale 13th November 2020

Assessment
SPECIAL What’s the 

POINT?

p71
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J U L I A  S T E A D  A N D  R U C H I  S A B H A R W A L 

“If  your pupils 
get seven out 

of ten on their 
spellings, do 

they know 
what this 
means?” 
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top of this, teachers and TAs 
were spending time preparing 
60 tests per class per week (two 
tests each for 30 children), 
checking or marking the 
results and then noting them 
down on a spreadsheet. As far 
as Ruchi was aware, no one 
ever really looked at these 
results. Confused about what 
the value of these assessments 
was, Ruchi asked, “What is the 
point of these tests?” Some of 
the responses she got included, 
“The children love them.” 
“They feel good when they get 
things right.” “They really like 
seeing when they’ve improved.” 
“It’s good practice.” “This is 
what we’ve always done.”  
“I can see where the gaps are.” 
Naturally, she had  
more questions: 

l What is it about these 
challenges that the pupils love?
l What values are being 
promoted around being right 
and looking smart?
l What is the impact on pupils’ 
motivation if they don’t  
improve quickly?
l How is this weekly data used 
to impact future outcomes?
l How often do you evaluate? 
Is this whole-school approach 
still fit for purpose? How do  
you know?
l Where are learners taking 
control of their own progress? 
Is this practice an effective use 
of pupils’ and teachers’ time? 

Fixed mindsets
In some cases, teachers just 
couldn’t see how this process 
reinforced fixed mindset 

ideas: the ‘clever’ pupils scored 
highly and hence moved up, 
the ‘not so clever’ struggled 
and remained where they were 
until pupil progress meetings 
with senior leaders dictated an 
intervention. These somewhat 
predictable outcomes led 
to a decrease in effort and 
resilience from some pupils, 
particularly the ‘clever’ ones 
if they got something wrong. 
Ruchi distinctly remembers 
pupils turning their backs on 
their partners during this ‘fun’ 
challenge that they all ‘loved 
so much’; the worry being that 
their work might be copied 
and lead to their partner 
getting a higher score. When 
teachers gave work back, it 
was examined in secret and 
hidden from peers because the 

children didn’t want to share 
their score in case it exposed 
them as being bad at maths. 

Ruchi suspects that the 
children who ‘loved it’ were just 
confident enough to vocalise 
their relief at getting full marks. 
It created silent divisions in 
the classroom and, when asked 
about maths in general, pupils 
spoke about learning with a 
fixed vocabulary, commenting 
on who was good at maths and 
who needed more help. The 
children who loved maths were 
those who flourished. It broke 
Ruchi’s heart, but strengthened 
her resolve to do better. In this 
particular case, the teachers 
had lost their focus and needed 
to re-evaluate the forms and 
functions of assessment, 
with careful attention paid 
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extract from Learning Without 
Fear: A Practical Toolkit for 
Developing Growth Mindset in 
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Classroom (Crown House 
Publishing).

@missvintagepink

to why we use assessment in 
the classroom, how we can 
use it effectively and who 
it is for. With this in mind, 
better-informed decisions can 
be made about how to measure 
progress and attainment.

Powerful messages
When we teach, we craft 
questions to elicit thinking 
in order for learning to take 
place. Instead of simply hoping, 
crossing our fingers and 
assuming that it’s happened, 
we use assessments to either 
evidence proficiency or 
diagnose what needs work. On 
the surface, the link between 
assessment and mindset might 
not be clear, but let’s think 
about it a little further. If 
assessments are broadly used 
to report successes or failures, 
they send powerful messages to 
pupils about learning. 

Think of those pupils who 
bypass written feedback and 
instead go straight to their 
score, the number of ticks, 
or how much red or green – 
depending on your marking 
policy – they have in their 
books. Who gets hung up on 
how many incorrect answers 

they have or has a deterministic 
view of how they might perform 
under pressure? These are 
your fixed-mindset pupils and 
these misconceptions about 
the relationship between 
assessment and learning can 
also shape their parents’ beliefs. 

This was a bigger issue in 
the days of levels, when parents 
(and pupils) would get so fixated 
that the level became the 
focus of nearly all discussions 
about learning. We know that 
the number isn’t really about 
learning; it simply represents 
a summative judgement on 
how successful (or worse, how 
unsuccessful) a pupil has been 
in that instance. The EEF noted, 
‘Awarding grades for every piece 
of work may reduce the impact 
of marking, particularly if pupils 
become preoccupied with grades 
at the expense of consideration 
of teachers’ formative 
comments.’ Huntington School 
in York was part of a case study 
which suggested that feedback is 
more meaningful to the children 
when it is not accompanied by 
a summative judgement. 
Without a level to hang the 
comment on, teachers were 
encouraged to think more 

deeply about what the feedback 
needed to say and do. Quality 
feedback can dig deeper into 
what the child has (or hasn’t) 
done in a piece of work, moving 
them on far more effectively 
than giving them a mark out of 
ten or a grade would. We need 
to think carefully about what 
types of assessment will enable 
confidence, self-esteem and 
feelings of ‘I can do this, I can 
improve.’

Research tells us that the 
intentional use of formative 
assessment to promote learning 
improves pupils’ outcomes.  
As we respond to our 
assessments, those formative 
strategies become fundamental 
tools to help us shape and adapt 
learning tasks. Teachers who 
use assessment as part of the 
learning process – rather than as 
a means to an end – can enhance 
pupil motivation, engagement, 
self-esteem and, when used 
within a meaningful learning 
framework, increase the active 
involvement of pupils in their 
own learning. If pupils are fixed 
in their view of assessment –  
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by which we mean they 
understand assessment as 
providing information about 
success or failure, and attach 
value to this system – it’s only 
going to lead to demotivation. 
Are your pupils questioning, 
proving, creating and 
reflecting? If not, let’s create 
assessment opportunities so 
pupils can demonstrate this.  
It’s time to get creative. TP

“Think of those pupils  
who bypass written feedback 
and instead go straight to 
their score”
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Too many assessment approaches generate pretty graphs  
but don’t provide informed actions 
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Much has changed 
in primary 
assessment 
since 2015. We 

no longer have levels, of course, 
and Ofsted has stopped looking 
at internal performance data. 
The government even came 
up with a workload reduction 
toolkit focusing specifically on 
school data. However, if you’re 
working in an English primary 
school, you may well not feel like 
things have moved on, because 
plenty of schools are still breaking 
down subjects into detailed 
rubrics with performance 
descriptors, asking teachers 
to make frequent judgments 
about pupils’ attainment 
using these descriptors and 
aggregating granular judgments 
into summative grades. Many 
schools also schedule half-termly 
data drops and track ‘points 
of progress’ between data 
drops. Such practices may have 
appealing qualities, but they are 
nonetheless highly problematic. 
Here’s why:

Teacher judgments are less 
reliable than tests. They are 
subjective, so prone to vagueness 
and bias. In contrast, tests 
are comprised of questions 
which treat everyone equally. 
Moreover, teacher judgments 
require you to mark against a 
rubric, and that’s hard. As Daisy 
Christodoulou points out in 
a blog post at tinyurl.com/
tp-daisy, gathering evidence 
to cross-reference with level 
descriptors “is at the limits of 
human cognitive capacity”. 
That said, not all aspects 
of learning can be easily 
assessed through questions. 
Take Early Years, for instance: 
ELG 4 (Moving and Handling) 
on the EYFS profile requires 
evaluation of whether children 

Dodgy DATA

times to help students embed 
knowledge (an evidence-based 
technique called ‘spaced 
repetition’). High-quality 
question banks can be shared 
between teachers, and marking 
can be automated so that 
teacher time is instead spent on 
identifying (and rectifying)  
gaps in learning.

Improve the quality of 
summative assessments. 
Standardised assessments from 
vendors like RS Assessment and 
Renaissance can be a good option 
for summative assessment, 
offering well-designed questions 
and national benchmarking. 
However, they come at a cost, and 
the range of subjects available 
is limited, so more and more 
MATs are going even further and 
creating their own tests. 

Above all, both formative 
and summative assessments 
should be designed and used 
in a way that informs teachers’ 
decision-making processes. 
Too many systems generate 
pretty graphs, but do nothing to 
help teachers and leaders take 
informed actions. So let’s ditch 
the magical thinking, and put 
questions at the heart of  
primary assessment. TP

Half-termly data drops are 
too frequent. The DfE’s ‘Making 
data work’ report states, “We 
see no reason why a school 
should have more than two or 
three attainment data collection 
points a year”. More than that 
and you add tonnes of workload 
in an overoptimistic search for 
microscopic progress increments.

Points of progress don’t work. 
Points-based systems can look 
wonderfully neat and precise. 
You can draw flight-paths! You 
can examine the ‘rate of progress’! 
However, the problem is that 
learning doesn’t happen like that. 
Students do not absorb equally 
sized parcels of information each 
half term, and they don’t progress 
in a nice, even fashion. Learning is 
non-linear, and a child may need 
to revisit a topic multiple times 
before knowledge is embedded. 
No shimmering points system 
is going to overcome this. In 
other words, it’s easy to design 
an assessment approach that 
seems sensible, but contains 
fundamental flaws. Thankfully, 
there are better ways, and now is 
a great time to change what you’re 
doing. The Covid crisis has already 
forced schools to press pause on 
previous assessment practices 
so why return to the old ways? 
After all, if you ditch the voodoo 
elements of your assessment 
policy, you will free up time to: 

Focus on formative quizzes. 
Schools are increasingly 

directing their energies onto 
high-quality, low-stakes 

assessment. Systems like 
Oak National, Quizlet 
and Carousel (which I 
co-founded) help schools 
to set frequent, relevant 

quizzes. More schools 
are also going back and 

retesting topics multiple 

A S S E S S M E N T  S P E C I A L

“handle equipment and tools 
effectively”. Clearly, a written 
question doesn’t really cut it 
here, but the point remains: if 
you can assess something with 
well-designed questions, you’re 
better off doing so.

Assessment isn’t alchemy. 
The problems compound when 
schools use granular teacher 
judgments to derive summative 
grades. The systems may look 
clever – “our tracking system 
automagically calculates a single 
grade from these 30 lower-level 
judgments!” – but the theory 
doesn’t stand up to scrutiny. If you 
ask a busy teacher to make lots of 
judgments about each individual 
student, there’s just no way they’ll 
record them all reliably. That 
means you’re aggregating dodgy 
data, and as we learnt during the 
summer A-levels grading fiasco, 
no amount of algorithmic alchemy 
will turn judgment lead into 
summative gold. 

J O S H U A  P E R R Y

Joshua Perry 
is an edtech 
entrepreneur 
and co-founder 
of school 
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£4,000!

PRIZES 
WORTH

What’s on offer?
l First prize: Exclusive GoCuriosity golden 

package worth £750, including a class licence, 
maps, stickers, a copy of the Britannica All New 
Children’s Encyclopedia and a series of teacher 
training events to support programme delivery 

l Second prize: Six GoCuriosity packages for 
schools (worth £500 each), including a class 
licence with maps and stickers, and a personal 
induction session   

l Six runners-up will receive copies of the 
Britannica All New Children’s Encyclopedia, 
edited by Christopher Lloyd and worth £25 – an 
illuminating new addition to all school libraries 

What a bumpy ride 2020 
has been. Children 
have missed months of 

lessons and teachers are facing  
the challenge of making learning 
engaging enough to compete 
with the upheaval and home 
distractions of lockdown. 

But there is hope. If the 
pandemic has taught us one 
thing, it’s the importance of 
supporting each other and 
staying connected. GoCuriosity 
is welcoming classes back to 
school with a fantastic bundle of 
prizes worth over £4,000.

GoCuriosity is a cross-
curricular blended learning 
platform for Y5 and Y6, designed 
to stimulate natural curiosity 

in children by putting them 
at the centre of their own 
learning. Pupils travel through 
a 3000-year timeline, choosing 
projects that interest them and 
undertaking challenges which 
promote essential life skills. Its 
personalised, enquiry-based 
approach empowers pupils of 
all abilities, as they can self-
differentiate their learning  
through challenge and choice. 

Teachers are fully supported 
by assessment notes, curriculum 
referencing and online pupil 
tracking. Easily accessible 
both at school and at home, 
GoCuriosity offers teachers 
and children an all-embracing, 
versatile learning experience.

For more information visit  
gocuriosity.com  

an exclusive 
GoCuriosity 

golden package WIN



The Y6 assessment process could be so much better – here’s how  
I’d make it more pupil-centred and supportive of transition
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One of the impacts 
of Covid-19 was, of 
course, the absence of 
SATs. This, alongside 

the secondary school assessment 
furore, led me to reflect on 
what we could do with primary 
assessment in the years to come. 
How could we work to make 
it more pupil-centred and 
supportive of transition  
to secondary? 

I believe assessment, 
used well, is among the most 
powerful tools we have in the 
classroom. Those incidental, 
formative assessments that 
enable you to identify the 
little trip-ups before a pupil ‘gets’ 
something are at the heart of 
teaching. Similarly, summative 
assessment can be really useful, 
especially as a chance to see 
what’s been ‘retained’. 

My own professional 
experience of SATs has been 
generally positive. It is, however, 
the ‘finality’ of the SATs system 
which sometimes frustrates me. 
Some people argue that this kind 
of testing has value, giving pupils 
valuable experience before later 
sitting GCSEs. However, you 
can re-sit those and contribute 
coursework too. With SATs, it’s 
a shame that a one-day snapshot 
is the way a young person’s early 
school career (and, rightly or 
wrongly, the school) is judged.

So what could we do? A 
couple of years ago, our feeder 
secondary and family of schools 
met to share Y6 examples 
of learning across abilities. 
What ensued were insightful 
discussions about the pupils 
the school would be receiving, 
professional steps that could be 
taken to support them and the 
gaps, needs and challenges that 
would need to be faced. This 
process served as useful CPD 
to help me understand learning 

If I were IN CHARGE 

achievement across the core 
subjects, we could then take a 
dedicated window in the summer 
term, during which colleagues 
within the primary and secondary 
family of schools met, shared 

and agreed outcomes, while 
engaging in meaningful 
discussion. There could be 
scope for LA moderators to 
attend these meetings too. 
Both primary and secondary 
teachers could then engage 
in discussion about students 
with tangible work in front 
of them. A standardised test 

could form part, but not all, 
of the picture. We could talk 

about how pupils have been 
supported, where gaps are, 

what methods were successful 
and how this can be built upon, 
providing a useful starting point 
for them in KS3.

I know, of course, that 
some people may suggest that 
there’s a degree of naivety to 
my suggestions – perhaps about 
the accuracy and consistency of 
judgements, for instance. But the 
positive thing about an approach 
like this is how it could put 
pupils at the heart of the process, 
shifting the actual purpose of 
end-of-primary assessment 
and supporting new teachers in 
getting to know pupils. It would 
strengthen transition and ensure 
we reflect the bigger picture of 
our pupils’ capabilities at a major 
juncture in their education. TP

evidence or professionally discuss 
why an individual test outcome 
did not reflect what we know a 
pupil is truly capable of? 

I'd like to explore more 
extensive moderation and 
partnered assessment with 
secondary feeders and 
colleagues within our families 
of schools. What if we retained 
a standardised national test but 
administered it internally and 
used this as a focal point for such 
moderation, but with scope to 
pull supplementary evidence 
alongside, similar to KS1? With 
standardised tests forming part 
of a wider evidence base of pupil 
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in Y7 and beyond, and how I 
could feed that into my practice. 
It struck me how mutually 
beneficial the process was and 
how celebratory it felt of pupils’ 
achievements, irrespective of 
their ability. It felt like useful 
assessment, about the whole pupil 
as a learner and their next steps, 
rather than a judgement.

But how might it be done? 
In its most basic form we could, 
of course, retain the summative 
test element but remove the 
full-stop finality of it – perhaps 
akin to an appeals process but 
more discursive. Could schools 
be offered an opportunity to 

“It’s a shame that a one-day 
snapshot is the way a  

young person’s early school 
career is judged”
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And switch it for learning review meetings led by the children themselves
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When I was 
interviewed 
for headship, 
I shared my 

vision for the school as a ‘listening 
school’. I told the governing body 
that under my leadership the 
school would become known as a 
‘centre of excellence’. At the time, 
the school had been categorised as 
‘requiring special measures’ and 
my optimistic vision must have 
appeared starkly at odds with the 
day-to-day reality of constant 
monitoring and termly HMI 
inspections. 

Instead of blaming the 
incumbent teachers for the 
school’s poor performance, 
we began to work as a team 
to encourage deep collegiate 
professional learning. Incessant 
‘monitoring’ was replaced with 
coaching and mentoring. The 
school was in the top 100 most 
improved schools the following 
year and within three years 
was judged by Ofsted to be 
‘outstanding’ in all categories. 

Collective support
As an alternative to the 
traditional parents’ evening 
model we developed learning 
review meetings. We offered all 
parents of children in Y5 and 6 
an appointment. These meetings 
were 15 minutes long and were 
held in the headteacher’s office. 
Each child prepared a brief 
presentation about 
their successes and 
challenges, using 
several PowerPoint 
slides. This was 
followed by a 
discussion 
directly 
involving the 
child about how 

Ditch parents’  
EVENING

This feedback was never 
about grades or future grades 
but was specific to the areas of 
learning that have been covered 
in class. Parents were almost 
always delighted to witness their 
child’s confident presentation, 
to hear the dialogue between 
teacher and learner and to see 
examples of their child’s work. 
They were encouraged to support 
the child in addressing the next 
steps for their learning, which 
could be as diverse as practising 
spellings, encouraging more 
reading or rehearsing for a 
forthcoming play or concert. 

This was a rigorous review 
process that encouraged the 
highest expectations of every 
individual. Although it appeared 
simple, it embodied the culture 
and ethos of a primary school 
where no one’s future success 
was pre-determined or  
narrowed. TP

child and the family. 
Typically there would be 

meetings organised throughout 
a full day with a separate evening 
for additional appointments. This 
meant in a one-form entry school 
I dedicated two full days and two 
evenings in the autumn and spring 
terms to meet with 60 children 
and their parents. I had a file that 
built over time where I recorded 
the key challenges each child 
identified about their learning and 
the actions that we all agreed in 
the meeting that we would take to 
help. These could be very simple 
things, but impact was achieved 
when we followed these through 
consistently, both at home  
and at school. 

Direct feedback
It was rewarding to see the 
children accelerate during the 
final two years of primary school. 
They arrived for the learning 
review meeting with a mixture 
of excitement and trepidation. 
The meeting began with the child 
welcoming everyone to their 
learning review, followed by their 
presentation. Next, the teacher 
picked up on challenges and 
successes identified and provided 
their own feedback directly to the 
child about progress and areas for 

further development. 
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we could collectively support their 
learning. The teacher brought 
their assessment notes and the 
books were put out on the coffee 
table so that we could all see 
examples of the work that was 
being completed. 

The advantages of this process 
were many. As headteacher,  
I met with each Y5 and 6 child, 
with their teacher and family, 
twice yearly and gained powerful 
insight into the progress being 
made. However, as a participant 
in these meetings over time, 
I was also visibly committing 
myself to ensuring that anything 
promised during the meeting 
would be delivered. There was no 
hiding place. This offered rigorous 
collective accountability to the 

Professor Dame 
Alison Peacock 
spent 14 years 
as a primary 
head. This 
is an extract 
from The 

ResearchED Guide to Assessment: 
An Evidence-Informed Guide for 
Teachers (£12, John Catt). 

@alisonmpeacock

P R O F E S S O R  D A M E  A L I S O N  P E A C O C K



L E S S O N  P L A N S

Even 
more  
ideas...

Money talks
Virtual Money 
Twist is a free KS2 
financial education 
programme that 
involves experts 
from charity MyBnk 
delivering a live 
lesson to your pupils. 
Children will look at how and where 
we get money, making decisions, 
delaying gratification and needs 
versus wants. Email info@mybnk.
org or call 020 3581 9920 to find 
out more or request a session.

We’re taking the hard work out of planning with innovative  
ideas from some of the UK’s most creative teachers 

Lesson                  PLANS

Find more online! Visit tinyurl.com/50lessonplans

CELEBRATE DIFFERENCES 
ON ODD SOCKS DAY

Wear mismatching footwear and 
give pupils the chance to express 

themselves through dance,  
says Lizzie Jennings.  

p74
KS1/2

WHAT DOES YOUR ANGER 
FEEL LIKE?

Explore this emotion and help 
pupils to understand their 
feelings, says psychologist 

Kay Brophy.   

LEARN ABOUT MONEY  
WITH THE BEANO

Pitch imaginary products at The 
Piggy Pen to learn about saving, 
investing and profits, say Emily 

Cotterill and Sarah de Souza.

p78
UKS2

EXPLORE ANCIENT SYMBOLS VIA 
AN ENCYCLOPEDIA

Use downloadable spreads from 
a reference book to investigate 

the history of human interaction, 
says Ella Ford.

p80 
UKS2

p76
LKS2

New normal

Use music to embed the 'new 
normal' routines that the 
coronavirus has made necessary for 
Early Years and primary pupils. The 
four songs, written with children and 
teachers in mind, are free to stream 
on YouTube, Soundcloud and Spotify, 
and you can also buy the mp3  
track, backing track, lyric sheets  
and sheet music at londonrhymes.
com/schools

Plastic waste

Clean ocean charity Common Seas 
has put together a programme  
of geography and science  
curriculum-aligned resources for 
KS1 and 2 called Ocean Plastic 
Academy. It’s designed to help kids 
learn about sustainability and the 
need to protect ecosystems from 
the problem of plastic waste. Visit 
commonseas.com/programmes/
ocean-plastics-academy
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Andrew Hammond, senior director of learning at 
Discovery Education, on why empowerment and  
agency are so important for teachers and leaders

The Inside Story

I  joined Discovery Education as senior 
director of learning in September 
2019, after 21 years in schools 
serving as a teacher, deputy head 
and headteacher. My main focus 
at the moment is on professional 
development for teachers and school 
leaders.

Recently I’ve been concerned 
about the declining numbers of 
teachers remaining in the profession 
beyond a few years. Over a third of 
teachers leave within five years, and 
the latest figures suggest that as 
many as 15% leave within one year. 
I don’t believe that a lack of CPD 
opportunities would be cited by many 
as their reason for making a career 
change so soon; there is something 
else going on. 

Professional development is 
everywhere, much of it free. But, 
by definition, it is focused on the 
professional capital of a teacher: 
how to help them become better 
at teaching and better at leading. 
Apparently we all need ‘pedagogical 
coaches’ now, to help us flourish. 

There is an implied assumption 
here that we’re not doing it well 
enough and an expert can help us do 
it better. I have attended many  
courses and come out thinking,  
“He knows it and I don’t. And the 
people on my table seemed more 
clued up than I was.” 

There are two things that we need 

to hold close and protect dearly when 
we are teaching: empowerment and 
agency. We need to feel empowered 
that we have ‘got this’ – that we have 
a licence to be the teacher we want 
to be; and we need some agency in 
the role – the feeling that we have the 
skills we need to do the job and that 
our efforts are having a demonstrable 
impact on our pupils. 

Nothing stifles growth more than 
sorting and ranking. Whether it’s 
our pupils being ranked, or indeed 
ourselves (through our pupils’ scores), 
the net result is that our professional 
and personal growth is hindered. It is 
not just what we know, it is what we 
do with what we know – and that is 
inextricably linked to how we feel.  
As Erik Jensen says, “How we feel  
is what’s real, it’s the link to what  
we think.” 

So I designed a programme that 
blends professional and personal 
development together, presenting 
teachers not only with a suite of CPD 
courses, but also with guidance and 
interactive tools to support their 
motivation, ambition, resilience 
and wellbeing. I am proud to be 
lead author and series editor of the 
NAHT Discovery Education Pathway 
programme. Partnered by the NAHT, 
this is a unique online programme that 
supports both the professional and 
personal empowerment of teachers  
and leaders.

Contact:
Find out more about the 
Pathway programme at 
discoveryeducation.co.uk/
pathway

ANDREW HAMMOND 
discoveryeducation.co.uk/pathway

BIO: Andrew Hammond is the senior director of 
learning at Discovery Education, a leading provider 
of curriculum-aligned digital resources and 
professional learning for schools.

Support  
NAHT Discovery 
Education Pathway is 
targeted at supporting 
teacher wellbeing and 
career progression and 
comprises a virtuous 
cycle of three main 
stages (see right).

Orientation 
Explore motivations, 
analyse skills and 
identify career goals 
that support your 
professional roles 
and your health and 
wellbeing.

Navigation 
Engage with 
professional learning 
and connect with a 
community that helps 
you develop your 
professional skills.

Reflection  
Maintain wellbeing, 
solve problems and 
record professional 
and personal  
achievements.

SUPPORTING THE WHOLE TEACHER
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Odd Socks Day marks the start of Anti-Bullying Week 
(16th-20th November 2020) and is a very simple 
initiative to get on board with. There’s no pressure for 
parents to buy expensive costumes – all pupils need to 
do to take part is come to school wearing mismatching 
socks. This lesson aims to give pupils the opportunity 
to express themselves using the official Odd Socks Day 
2020 song, The Kids Are United by Andy and the Odd 
Socks. Through discussing the meaning behind the 
day, children will celebrate their differences and come 
together to take a stand against bullying. 

1| SOCK STORIES 
Ask children to share a fact 
about the odd socks that they 
are wearing. Why did they 
choose them? Do they have a 
special, individual meaning? 
Are they their favourite 
socks? Can pupils remember 
who gave them the socks? By 
sharing these individual ‘sock 
stories’, you can reinforce the 
idea that every child is unique.

Ask the children to imagine 
that their socks are their best 
friends and can speak for 
themselves. How would pupils’ 
socks describe them and the 
amazing qualities that make 
them unique and different 
from everyone else? Ask pupils 
to write a diary describing 

their socks’ day and why 
they love being on the feet of 
someone so special. Encourage 
children to write in the first 
person, using ‘I’ to capture 
the socks’ personality, and 
to use describing words and 
interesting verbs to bring their 
odd sock diary entry to life.

Next, ask children to 
discuss the ways in which they 
are all the same today. Why 
have we all chosen to wear odd 
socks? Explain that it helps us 
to celebrate our uniqueness 
while also showing that we 
stand united against bullying. 
Everyone’s in it together. 

2| ALL TOGETHER
Visit anti-bullyingalliance.
org.uk to access the song 
video and lyrics for The Kids 
Are United by Andy and the 
Odd Socks. After listening 
to the song, ask the children 
what they think the song is 
about. How are the lyrics 
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START HERE MAIN LESSON

WHAT  
THEY’LL  
LEARN

 l Listen to and 
learn a new song 

 l Develop 
confidence and oral 

skills by sharing 
their own ‘sock 

stories’
 

l Participate in 
Socratic dialogue

l Express 
themselves through 

dance and music

Music, PSHE, PE
K S 1 / 2  L E S S O N  P L A N 

In advance of 
this lesson, plan 
a day during 
Anti-Bullying Week 
where children 
come in wearing 
odd socks. 
Explain that this 
is an initiative by 
the Anti Bullying Alliance to promote the idea that 
everyone is equal. This year’s theme for Anti-Bullying 
Week is ‘United against bullying’. On the day itself, 
remind pupils that everyone is wearing odd socks to 
celebrate Anti-Bullying Week. Ask everyone to show 
off their odd socks and give the children to look 
around and see the differences in everyone’s choices. 
Host a class vote on who you think has the most 
colourful or wacky socks.

Celebrate 
differences on 
Odd Socks Day

Wear mismatching footwear 
and give pupils the chance to 
express themselves through 
dance, says Lizzie Jennings     

@abaonline anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk



www.teachwire.net | 75

guitarist Rio, bassist Blu and 
drummer Moxy.

Look at the chorus lyrics: 
“If the kids are united then 
we’ll never be divided”. 
As well as standing united 
against bullying, in what 
other ways can we stand 
united in order to make 
positive changes within our 
school, the community and 
even the world? Encourage 
conversation around causes 
such as climate change, 
anti-racism, helping during 
Coronavirus, raising money 
for charity, donating to food 
banks, etc.

3| DANCE PARTY
Explain to the children that 
you are going to play the song 
again and this time you would 
like them to try and create 
their own dance routine for 
the chorus. The more space 
the children have to express 
themselves the better, but 
if you have limited room get 
inventive by creating actions 
using just your arms, hands 
and upper bodies. Explain 
to pupils that this freedom 
of individual expression is 
another great example of 
how our uniqueness can be 
celebrated. Just like our odd 
socks, we can be unique and 
united all at once.

To finish the lesson, 
film the children dancing 
to the song and celebrate 
their unique dance routines 
on your school social media 
platforms and website, using 
the hashtags #OddSocksDay 
and #AntiBullyingWeek. 
Conclude by reminding 
children of your school’s 
anti-bullying policy and how 
to report bullying. 

Lizzie Jennings is an 
associate of the Anti-Bullying 
Alliance. She is a teacher and 
music specialist who teaches 
at South Rise Primary in 
South London. 

l Why is it important 
to celebrate our 
differences?
l How could you help 
someone who was being 
bullied because they 
were seen as ‘different’? 
l Look around the class. 
Is everyone exactly  
the same? 
l What would the world 
be like if everyone was 
the same?

USEFUL 
QUESTIONS

how different each member 
of Andy and the Odd Socks 
is? Ask pupils to describe the 
personalities of each member: 
singer Andy, keyboardist Mac, 

linked to Anti-Bullying Week? 
Why do pupils think Andy 
chose these particular words? 
What do they think about the 
video? Can the children see 

l Create an odd socks photo, 
GIF or video to show off your 
pupils’ odd socks.
l As a shared write with 
the whole class, pen some 
alternative verse lyrics for 
The Kids Are United.  
Next, create an Odd Sock 
puppet band of Andy and the 
Odd Socks and mime along 
to the song.
l Ask pupils to design their 
own odd sock, making the 
design unique to them by 
featuring their favourite 
colours, symbols or patterns.
l Script and perform your 
own sock puppet show. Using 
the themes you’ve been 
discussing for Anti-Bullying 
Week, write short scripts and 
perform them using sock 
puppets you’ve made. 
l Enter Anti Bullying 
Alliance’s competition 
for your chance to win a 
visit by Andy and the Odd 
Socks, either face-to-face 
or virtually. Find out more at 
anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/
oddsocksday.

EXTENDING  
THE LESSON

“Just like our odd socks,
we can be unique and

 united all at once”



This Y4 lesson deals with the emotion of anger 
and will help pupils to recognise it, identify what’s 
causing it and learn how to address it. Children  
will think about how to describe the feeling –  
how it might look, feel, sound or smell – and will 
explore famous paintings, pieces of music and 
performances to aid their thinking. Inspired by  
the ‘angry dance’ in the musical version of Billy 
Elliott, pupils will create a simple routine that 
personifies how anger feels to them, before  
having a go at some roleplay in pairs.

1| SENSES AND 
EMOTIONS
Begin the session by explaining 
to the children that anger is a 
response we feel when we’re 
frustrated, blocked or unfairly 
treated. When we feel anger, 
we might also feel fear, sadness 
or disgust. Our anger helps us 
to assert and defend ourselves 
and those we love. Without the 
ability to ‘get angry’ we would 
be left vulnerable and unable 
to challenge any imbalance 
in power in our lives. Being 
able to assert ourselves 
appropriately when we are 
angry is not only vital to our 
survival, but also important  
for our emotional health  
and wellbeing.

Ask pupils if they think 
our senses trigger emotions. 
Suggest examples such as 
seeing a large dog and feeling 
scared, or smelling a cake 
baking and feeling happy. 
Allow a group discussion and 
write down examples on the 
board. Explain that we are now 
going to consider sound. Listen 
to Mars from Holst’s The 
Planets, followed by Jupiter 
(both are available as orchestra 
performances on YouTube). 
After listening to the songs, 
ask children the following 
questions: 

l What emotions do you  
think the composer was  
trying to evoke?
l How has he achieved that?
l Is the music ‘light’ or 
‘heavy’?
l How does the music  
make you feel? 
l Which colours would you 
link to the music?
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START HERE MAIN LESSON

WHAT  
THEY’LL  
LEARN

 l Recognise when 
they feel angry

 l Identify what it is 
that’s making them 

feel angry 
 

l Understand the 
difference between 
anger motivating 

them to act 
destructively and 
compassionately

l How to address or 
change the situation 

appropriately

l How important it 
is to identify and 

understand their own 
emotions, and that 

there is nothing to be 
afraid of

PSHE
L K S 2  L E S S O N  P L A N 

Ask the children to 
consider what anger 
might look, feel, 
sound and smell 
like if we were to 
describe it. Write 
down ideas and 
thoughts and discuss 
as a group. Display 
some paintings 
by the artist Mark 
Rothko to encourage discussion. Explain that it is 
normal to have a range of emotions, including anger, 
sadness, surprise, disgust, fear and happiness and 
that these six emotions are experienced by all people, 
of all ages, in all cultures. Explain that they can be 
felt in varying degrees and sometimes we may even 
feel several at the same time. 

What does  
your anger  
feel like?

Explore this emotion and help 
pupils to understand their 
feelings, says psychologist 
Kay Brophy      

@findingyourway6 lifeland.co.uk
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expressing their anger at 
the situation. Why are they 
feeling angry? Ask them to 
consider the following points:

l They feel abandoned
l They have no control and 
feel trapped
l People aren’t helping them
l Everything is different 

Share a selection of roleplays 
as a class. Conclude the 
lesson with a discussion 
about how bottling up 
feelings in response to a 
situation can make people 
feel even more trapped and 
alone. In the scenario set 
out above, the child would 
and should be feeling angry 
– it’s the appropriate initial 
response for the situation 
they find themselves in.  
They feel unfairly treated and 
are sad about the temporary 
loss of their family. The 
adult’s role is to listen and 
accept that the child is feeling 
this way but not ‘fix’ the 
problem for them unless they 
ask for their help. 

By holding the emotion, 
and allowing them space to 
talk, the child will eventually 
feel heard and understood. 
If a child is helped to 
manage their feelings 
safely, without fear of strict 
consequences, they can learn 
to problem-solve and become 
resilient. This can be achieved 
with a trusted adult or role 
model and is an emotionally 
healthy skill for life.

Kay Brophy is a psychologist 
and creative therapist who 
specialises in working with 
children and families.  
Her Finding Your Way series 
of books focuses on six core 
emotions and encourages 
children to explore them in a 
safe and healthy way. 

l Are there situations 
where you have felt so 
angry you weren’t sure 
what to do?
l How do you feel  
when there is anger 
around you?
l What strategies can 
you use to help yourself 
cope with the emotion 
of anger?

USEFUL 
QUESTIONS

to respond. We might need 
to take action or calm down 
and relax, depending on the 
situation we find ourselves in. 
Knowing we are in control and 
have choices helps us to deal 
with any emotion. Remind 
pupils that no emotions are 
negative; they are all signals 
to help us react to different 
situations effectively. Allow 
pupils time to think, talk and 
stretch once they are done. 

3| SENT AWAY
Ask the children to imagine 
they have been sent away to 
spend the summer in a foreign 
country with a family they 
don’t know, who don’t speak 
any English and who are 
mostly ignoring them.  
Ask pupils to get into pairs 
and sit back to back. Ask them 
to roleplay a phone call home 
– one is the stranded child 
and the other is their parent. 
Encourage them to focus on 

l What types of music would 
you associate with each of 
these emotions: anger, sadness, 
surprise, disgust, fear and 
happiness? 

2| ANGRY DANCE
VAsk children to get into pairs 
and come up with a series 
of three movements that 
they think represent anger. 
Watch the ‘angry dance’ from 
the musical version of Billy 
Elliott (with the sound off) 
for inspiration. Find it on 
YouTube at tinyurl.com/
tp-angry. 

Create a performance 
space and ask children to show 
their movements to the class. 
They can perform together 
to create an angry scene if 
they prefer. Discuss how our 
bodies display emotions and 
that by understanding what it 
is we are feeling we can start 
to become emotionally aware 
and think about how we want 

l On a large piece of paper, 
draw around one of the 
children. Ask pupils to 
write some things that 
make them angry inside 
the template. Encourage 
the children to use ‘angry 
bold writing’.
l Discuss some of the 
ways we can deal with the 
emotion of anger. How 
can we be sure we don’t 
trap our emotions inside, 
making things even worse?
l Think about the different 
ways anger can be useful 
to motivate us. What 
would happen if no one 
recognised they were 
angry or did anything to 
change the situation?  
Use the example of climate 
change protests.
l Explore empathy with the 
children by asking them 
to think about what their 
friends or family members 
get angry about, and why. 
Anger is experienced 
differently by everyone. 
Discuss ways your pupils 
could support each other 
better as a class. Make 
a display out of their 
suggestions.

EXTENDING  
THE LESSON

“Knowing we are in control
 and have choices helps us
 to deal with any emotion”



Financial literacy is an important but often neglected 
life skill. This lesson plan is part of a 12-part ‘Money 
and Me’ teaching resource designed to help children 
at UKS2 gain the knowledge, skills and confidence 
they need to manage money now and in the future. 
The lessons, which have been developed by the 
Beano, Bank of England and Tes, feature familiar 
Beano characters including Dennis, Gnasher and 
Minnie and can be used to support your school’s 
PSHE curriculum. This lesson involves taking part in 
an imaginary ‘Dragon’s Den’ style pitching show. 

1| THE PIGGY PEN
This exercise is inspired by  
the Dragon’s Den TV programme 
and challenges pupils to use their 
maths skills to work out which 
piggy investor is offering the best 
investment for an entrepreneur’s  
business idea.

Explain to pupils that when 
a person has an idea for a new 
product to sell, they might not 
have the money to make it by 
themselves. They might need to 
ask people to invest money into 
their business to help them. Ask 
children to imagine that they are 
taking part in a new reality TV 
show called The Piggy Pen where 
people can go to ask for money to 
invest into their business.

Tell children that they own 

a mobile phone case company 
called Banana Inc. A phone 
case costs £3 to make and their 
company has £1,500 available to 
spend. Bananaman invests in the 
company and gives them an extra 
£1,200. This means that children 
now have £2,700 to spend on 
making cases. How many phone 
cases can the company make? 
Help children to reach the answer 
of 900.

Next, explain that Rasher, one 
of the pigs, has £5,000 to invest 
and wants to pick a product that 
will make the highest number 
of units using the money the 
entrepreneur already has, as well 
as his own investment. Lay out  
the following options:

Truffle-detecting glasses
Cost to make: £9
Money available: £1,300

Mud face mask
Cost to make: £7
Money available: £600
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START HERE MAIN LESSON

WHAT  
THEY’LL  
LEARN

 l Identify different 
ways they can be 
successful with 

money and how to 
make wise decisions 
to make money grow

 
l Describe how 

people can make 
more money through 

enterprise and 
investing

l Explain how people 
can make more 
money through 
enterprise and 

investing wisely 
in other people’s 
business ideas. 

PSHE & Maths 
U K S 2  L E S S O N  P L A N 

Begin the lesson 
by presenting 
the children with 
this scenario 
about Dennis 
the Menace and 
his little sister: 
“When baby Bea 
was born, her 
family bought her lots of gifts. It was super exciting 
for her older brother, Dennis, to help open all of her 
presents. Bea’s Granny didn’t buy her a present. 
Instead, she opened up a savings account in Bea’s 
name. “What a rubbish present,” complained Dennis. 
“We can’t even play with it!”” Ask the children if  
they agree with Dennis and what they think of  
Bea’s present from Granny, and the reason for  
their thinking.

Learn about 
money with  
the Beano
Pitch imaginary products at The Piggy 
Pen to learn about saving, investing 
and profits, say Emily Cotterill  
and Sarah de Souza    

tinyurl.com/tp-beano
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make, subtract the cost price 
from the sale price.

£1000 - £700 = £300 

The total profit Professor Von 
Screwtop will make is £300.

3| SELLING 
SKATEBOARDS
Explain that Mandi wants to 
appear on The Piggy Pen but 
before she does, she will need to 
work out what profits she could 
make on her skateboards based 
on how many she could sell. 
Mandi will sell each skateboard 
for £8. Her costs depend on how 
many she can make. If she makes 
between 10 and 99, the cost is £5 
each; between 100  
and 999 the cost is £4 each; 
between 500 and 1000 the  
cost is £3 each.

Working individually or in 
pairs or groups, ask the children 
to work out what the total cost, 
total sales and total profit is for 
the following amounts (we’ve 
supplied the answers in red):

Conclude the lesson by asking 
the children to explain how they 
have met their chosen learning 
outcome. A sheet of ‘exit tickets’ 
are available in the resource pack 
(see panel, left) to help with this.

Emily Cotterill and Sarah de 
Souza are authors and editors of 
lesson resources available 
through the Tes website. Find 
the full 12-part ‘Money and Me’ 
teaching resource at tinyurl.
com/tp-beano

l What’s so important 
about money?
l Are some people 
better with money  
than others?
l How do savings 
accounts work?
l What do we mean 
when we talk about 
‘saving’ and ‘investing’?

USEFUL 
QUESTIONS

Pig sty air freshener
Cost to make: £10
Money available: £1,500

By adding the money available 
and the investment on offer, 
then dividing this total by  
the cost to make, children  
will work out that Rasher 

l Download the ‘Managing 
money’ sequence sheet 
from tinyurl.com/
tp-beano (lesson eight) 
and ask pupils to cut out 
the paragraphs and  
glue them back in the 
correct order. 
l When is the best time for 
a person to start thinking 
about managing their 
money for the future?  
Ask the children to discuss 
their answer in groups 
before feeding back to  
the class.
l Set children the task 
of finding out what 
‘enterprise’ means.
l Explore the additional 
tasks, worksheets and 
Powerpoints at tinyurl.
com/tp-beano to extend 
pupils’ financial knowledge.

EXTENDING  
THE LESSON

“Ask children to imagine
 that they are taking part 
in a new reality TV show

called The Piggy Pen”

Free online 
resources
Download the full 12-part 
‘Money and Me’ teaching 
resource from the Beano, 
Bank of England and Tes at 
tinyurl.com/tp-beano

should invest in the mud  
face masks.

2| WORKING  
OUT PROFIT
Explain to pupils that profits 
are the difference between 
what something costs to make 
and what it is sold for. To work 
out profit you subtract the cost 
price from the sale price. Use 
the following example to help 
children understand:

Professor Von Screwtop  
has an idea for night vision 
goggles. He wants to make  
and sell 100 pairs. It costs £7  
to make one pair, so 100 will  
cost £700.

100 units x £7 = £700

He will sell the goggles for  
£10 each.

100 units x £10 = £1000

To work out the profit he will 



Humans have been finding ways to communicate for 
millennia, but primitive forms of communication may 
not be familiar to modern eyes and ears. This lesson 
plan, based around the Britannica All New Children’s 
Encyclopedia, edited by Christopher Lloyd, enables 
children to explore the different ways humans have 
interacted with the world around them over time, and 
how symbols can tell compelling stories. Pupils will 
also begin to form links with new and exciting ways of 
communicating – such as emojis – and consider their 
effect on how we relate to each other.

1| VISUAL TIMELINE
Begin thinking about ancient 
forms of communication 
by using a ‘photo string 
timeline’ to explicitly link the 
achievements of some of the 
earliest civilisations and the 
chronology between them. There 
are plenty of visual examples of 
ancient markings and images 
in the Britannica Children’s 
Encyclopedia, ranging from 
cave paintings to the Sumerian 
invention of cuneiform and 
Egyptian hieroglyphs (download 
resources 3 and 4 – these 
are relevant spreads from the 
encyclopedia). 

The aim of this activity is to 
trace the development from basic 
communication through  

to complex writing systems, 
making visual the process 
through which primitive  
imagery gradually developed, 
allowing symbols to become 
written language.

Begin the timeline with the 
cave paintings of over 40,000 
years ago, and then mark out the 
establishment of the Sumerians 
and other ancient civilisations 
right up to the Romans’ adoption 
of the Latin alphabet that is 
so widely recognised today. 
Involve the children by asking 
them to attach the images to 
the string and inviting them to 
point out the various patterns, 
quirks and oddities of each of 
the forms. Pupils may question 
why there is a huge gap in the 
string after the cave paintings, 
while the other images appear 
much closer together. Unpack 
this by exploring why it was 
so challenging for mankind to 
establish written communication 
in prehistoric times. 
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START HERE MAIN LESSON

WHAT  
THEY’LL  
LEARN

 l Explore the style 
of Stone Age  

cave art

 l Learn how 
communication 

between humans 
has evolved  

through time

 l Use a selection 
of cave paintings to 

plot out a story

 l Draw 
comparisons 

between ancient 
and modern forms 
of communication 

English, history,  
& geography

U K S 2  L E S S O N  P L A N 

Introduce the class to cave art 
by displaying resource 1 from 
the Britannica All New Children’s 
Encyclopedia (download it  
from tinyurl.com/tp-cave). 
Question the children about 
what different things  
they can see, how old they think the paintings  
are, and why somebody may have created them.  
Explain that in Stone Age times there was no writing 
system, but that people recorded the world around  
them by carving images such as figures, animals 
and weapons on cave walls. Lead a discussion 
about the various ways people have communicated 
non-verbally throughout history. Can pupils identify 
specific examples? Mind map their suggestions on the 
whiteboard (see resource 2).

Explore ancient
symbols via an
encyclopedia

Use downloadable spreads  
from a reference book to 
investigate the history of human 
interaction, says Ella Ford

@gocuriosity gocuriosity.com
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and perspective. Perhaps the 
story could be told from the 
viewpoint of an animal being 
hunted. The amount written 
will vary from pupil to pupil, 
but all efforts to creatively 
enhance the three images 
with a connected narrative 
should be celebrated. 

3| EMOJI LIFE
Help pupils to evaluate the 
task by sharing their work, 
either with a partner or in 
front of the class. Question 
children on which form 
they feel is more effective 
in communicating ideas 
and stories. Are images and 
symbols alone sufficient  
tools for communication, or  
is a written system of 
language needed to add  
clarity and depth? 

This is a great opportunity 
to bring the discussion 
into the present day and 
beyond. On the face of it, 
communication has evolved 
over time to become ever 
more accurate and precise, 
but how do 21st-century 
ideograms like emojis fit  
into this? 

Encourage children 
to share their views and 
experiences of these new 
methods of communicating. 
Do emojis express human 
emotions in a more  
accurate, concise way than  
the written word, or can  
they lead to more confusion  
and misunderstanding?  
End the lesson by speculating 
on how communication may 
develop further in years  
to come. 

Ella Ford is a content writer 
and educational specialist for 
GoCuriosity, an innovative 
blended learning platform 
driven by pupil curiosity, 
challenge and choice. 

“Encourage children to
use descriptive language to

 add richness to their stories 
and bring these snapshots

 from prehistory to life”
l Explore how symbols 
can be used in codes for 
secret communication; 
WW2 is a good example. 
Pupils could consider 
how communication is 
sometimes designed 
to hide information, 
rather than to spread 
the word. This might be 
for business purposes or 
even illegal activity. Use 
this as a jumping off point 
to designing your own 
secret codes. 
l Encourage children 
to think about which 
symbols they would use 
to express their own 
interests and identity. 
Perhaps pupils could 
investigate their family 
crest, think of ancient 
or modern body art 
or research different 
religious symbols.  
l Help pupils to research 
some of the major sites 
where Stone Age cave  
art can still be seen.

EXTENDING  
THE LESSON

l Why do you think 
people in primitive 
times wanted to ‘leave 
their mark’ on the 
world around them? 
Can you think of any 
modern-day examples 
of this?
l How does descriptive 
language help bring an 
image to life? 
l Are new technologies 
making it easier or 
more complicated to 
communicate clearly  
with others?

USEFUL 
QUESTIONS

2| CAVE PAINTINGS
Next, ask pupils to imagine that 
they were alive 40,000 years 
ago, at the starting point of 
the timeline. Daily life would 
have been pretty tough for a 
caveman, full of the challenges 
of finding water, hunting 
for food and facing illness or 
injury. Ask the children to 
draw three simple images in a 
cave painting style (a person, 
bear and spear, for example). 
Remind pupils that they don’t 
need to spend long on the 
drawing process – most cave 
art was crude in style, and the 
focus of this activity is on  
written language.

Next, use these images to 
write a short story. Encourage 
children to use descriptive 
language to add richness to 
their stories and bring these 
rudimentary snapshots from 
prehistory to life. Consider 
how short story writers are 
often highly creative with plot 

Free online 
resources
Download resources 
including spreads from 
the Britannica All New 
Children’s Encyclopedia to 
help you deliver this lesson 
at tinyurl.com/tp-cave



Engineering is all about applying science and maths 
to solve real world problems. It’s this ‘application’ 
aspect that’s the most important. In learning about 
engineering, children need to be investigating, 
building, testing and improving. That means the 
most important thing in the classroom is to make 
sure pupils can engage with the problem they’re 
trying to solve. One of the simplest ways of engaging 
pupils with engineering is with water. It’s such a 
break from the norm that KS2 pupils will be elbow 
deep in engineering before they, or you, know it!

1| SINK OR FLOAT
Before starting this 
lesson, gather together the 
following resources: large 
sheets of paper; bowls of 
water; aluminium foil; 
weights (eg counters, small 
stones, coins); paper cups; 
duct tape; cling film. 

Demonstrate how important 
shape is to whether an object 
floats or sinks by taking two 
squares of foil: fold one as 
small and tightly as you can 
and leave the other flat. When 
placed on water, the tightly 
folded foil will sink, whereas 
the flat piece will float. Both 
objects have the same density 
but different shapes.

Explain that the surface 
area of an object that is in 
contact with the water is 
important. When we push a 
ball or balloon down on water 
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START HERE MAIN LESSON

WHAT  
THEY’LL  
LEARN

l Objects  
with greater 
density sink

l Upthrust is what 
makes an object 

float and relates to 
surface area

l The testing and 
iteration process 

of engineering

l Problem-solving, 
communication 

and collaboration 
skills

Engineering
K S 2  L E S S O N  P L A N 

To introduce the 
concepts of this lesson, 
ask pupils to get into 
groups. Provide each 
group with a large sheet 
of paper and ask them 
to write lists of things 
that sink and float. Next, 
discuss what’s different about the floating and 
sinking objects. Draw out any theories about what 
makes things sink or float. If pupils mention weight, 
ask about ships – they’re very heavy but float. 
Explain that density (how much of something there 
is in a given area or volume) is important – many 
less dense objects float (sponges, corks, leaves). 
However, whether something floats or sinks is also 
about its shape.

@inventorsm  inventorsandmakers.com

Engineer
toy boats
from tin foil

Learn about density, upthrust 
and problem-solving by seeing 
how many coins your mini ships 
can hold, says Laura Cross

Gravity

Upthrust
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sides to the boat to stop water 
getting in and adding weight, 
while still maximising  
surface area.

2| WORKING TOGETHER
Once pupils have a good 
practical understanding of the 
forces and of building simple 

l Why do you think this 
is sinking/floating?
l How could you 
increase the upthrust/
surface area of your 
boat?
l What is working well 
about this design?
l What could you 
improve about  
your design?

USEFUL 
QUESTIONS

boats, they can start on the 
main engineering challenge. 
Give each group four paper 
cups, a square of cling film, 
four pencils, some scissors 
and a 20cm strip of duct 
tape. Their challenge is to 
use these resources to build 
a boat that can support the 
greatest numbers of weights. 

Start with a required 
number of weights for all 
teams. If they manage this 
successfully, teams can 
then investigate to find the 
greatest number of weights 
that they can support. 
As groups work together 
to discuss shapes and 
construction and then  
build and test they’ll be 
applying all those brilliant 
engineering skills. Let the 
children make mistakes and 
improve their designs.

3| IMPROVING 
DESIGNS
It’s important to make time 
at the end of the lesson to 
look at the boat designs and 
discuss why they worked 
well or not. Ask each 
group what worked well 
and what they think they 
could improve about their 
own design. Pupils need to 
understand that engineering 
is all about testing and 

iteration: the process of 
making constant small 

improvements.

Laura Cross runs 
Inventors & Makers, 
running after-school 
classes and workshops 
teaching STEM and 
design subjects to 

primary children. Use 
code TEACHPRIMARY 

to get 5% off STEM day 
workshops for your school.

we feel a force push back up: 
this force is called upthrust 
and it’s what makes objects 
float. Objects that have a 
greater area in contact with 
the water have more water 
that can exert upthrust to 
push them up and make 
them float. If the upthrust is 
stronger than the downward 
force from the weight,  
an object will float. Draw 
these forces on the 
board with an  
upward and a 
downward arrow, 
as below left.

Next, let pupils 
create their own 
boats out of 
squares of foil 
to investigate 
how many 
weights (small 
counters, stones 
or coins) they can 
support. They will need 
to problem solve to add 

l Once groups have built 
successful boats, challenge 
them to use fewer of the 
same materials to support 
the same number of 
weights. Can they cut the 
cups or use fewer pencils, 
for example?
l Help pupils to draw 
their boat design using 
engineering style diagrams, 
labelling the forces in 
action and how their  
boat floats.
l Create boats using other 
materials from recycling or 
junk modeling that pupils 
can bring in from home.
l Create sails and a rudder 
for your boats to add 
movement and steering. 
Investigate how these 
harness the wind and 
affect how a boat moves.

EXTENDING  
THE LESSON

“Let the children
make mistakes

and improve 
their designs”
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A blended science solution for KS1 and KS2 

Empiribox

SCIENCE IS 
IMPORTANT

If Covid has shown us anything, it is 
just how important science is to the 
world’s wellbeing. Sadly, the UK has 
a massive skills shortage in terms of 
science graduates, and while we’re 
all aware of this, it’s tempting to 
see it as a secondary sector issue. 
Troubling research shows us that 
children’s interest in science wanes 
as they go up through the year 
groups in KS2*. We can address this.

ANYWHERE, ANY TIME 
SCIENCE 

This year we’ve all had to learn how 
to teach virtually. How amazing 
would it be if we could call on a 
science teacher to deliver lessons 
for us? Empiribox @ Home allows 
you to assign chosen lessons to 
your pupils without any need to log 
in. Curriculum aligned, practical 
science investigations utilising 
commonplace items from around 
the home and school with prepared 
worksheets and quizzes affords 
teachers complete peace of mind. 
Learning at home and at school is 
seamlessly blended 

EXTENDED DEEP 
DIVE BOXES

There has been much talk about 
the new Ofsted framework’s deep 
dive inspection conversations with 
subject leaders and pupils. Empiribox 
Select allows every teacher to choose 
science extension lesson boxes that 
work perfectly alongside Empiribox 
@ Home but also marry with any 
existing curriculum. Complete with 
all the equipment needed for multiple 

practical classroom 
investigations, lesson 
plans, PowerPoint files 
and teacher tutorials, 
Empiribox Select 
facilitates enhanced 
application of the 
increasing focus on 
scientific skills.

COMMITMENT 
TO CPD

Science graduates 
make up 3% of all 
primary teachers, with 
68% having no science 
qualification past GCSE**. 
However, there is an 
expectation that primary 
teachers have the time to 
master complex scientific 
theories, condense 
them to age appropriate 
comprehensible 
elements and then 
manage 30+ pupils 
as they complete the 

REASONS TO TRY…

30 SECOND 
BRIEFING
Empiribox is a specialist 

provider that helps teachers deliver 
national curriculum aligned, practical 
science lessons. It is committed to 
the advancement of practical science 
and its online lessons and in-school 
extension boxes provide a perfectly 
blended solution.

relevant investigations. Empiribox 
commits wholeheartedly to ongoing 
CPD around science knowledge, the 
pedagogy of teaching scientific skills 
and whole class practical science 
management, providing exemplar 
lessons, teacher tutorials and  
in-school training. 

SUPPORTING 
CATCH-UP

There is currently a great emphasis 
on pupil catch up. At Empiribox we 
correlate cross-curricular activities 
to reinforce both English and maths 
national curriculum objectives. 
While practical science marries 
overtly with multiple aspects of 
mathematics, the cross-over with 
English is often neglected. However, 
the opportunity to reinforce a 
myriad of reading and writing 
composition objectives is immense. 
We suggest curriculum aligned 
activities to the other core subjects 
throughout KS2, affording pupils 
truly joined up learning.

KEY POINTS

5
1

2

3

4
5

Empiribox @ Home delivers the 
NC Knowledge and Working 

Scientifically objectives 
through interactive videos, 

practical investigations, 
worksheets and quizzes.

Empiribox Select comprises 
extension topic boxes, 

facilitating a deep dive into 
selected topics. Equipment, 
lesson plans, PowerPoints 
and tutorials are provided.

We understand the 
challenges of practical 

science in a primary setting 
and provide CPD and 

ongoing support for teachers 
and support staff.

Our services can be 
purchased independently 
or as a blended science 

solution that help teachers 
transform science in 

primary school.

Contact:
empiribox.com 
info@empiribox.org 
01865 670067
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The Literary Curriculum from the Literacy Tree is
an online, book-based primary English planning
resource where teachers can download planning
sequences from Reception to Year 7, as well as
book-based resources for comprehension, spelling,
assessment and home-learning.

Adopt a complete, 
book-based approach 
to Primary English

Find out more and download
sample sequences at
www.literarycurriculum.co.uk

“Planning sequences
are simple to follow,

full of innovative ideas
and often come with
resources attached.

The quality of writing
in school has

significantly improved,
and the plans support

our creative yet
academic culture.”

Molly Aylward, 
Oxford High Prep School

Follow us on Twitter
@theliteracytree

Find us on Facebook
facebook.com/theliteracytree
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Hello!
It’s no secret that funding in 

schools is extremely tight at 
the moment. If your budget 
has been slashed, it’s even 
more essential that the 

resources you do splash out on are 
top-notch and enable you to deliver 
the education that your pupils 
deserve. But with such a crowded 
marketplace when it comes to 

resources, how can you ensure that you’re using the  
very best?

The Teach Primary Awards are our way of throwing  
the spotlight on some of the best products available.  
This year’s response has been fantastic and we have  
some very worthy winners to share with you here,  
all assessed by our expert judging panel. 

In each category you’ll find a five-, four- and three-star 
winner. Our finalists were judged on their suitability, 
originality, educational impact, value for money, 
accessibility and capacity to withstand the rigours  
of use in a busy primary setting! 

Some of the resources you’ll find on the following pages 
are straightforward, others more complex, but all offer 
children and teachers something different. We hope you 
enjoy seeing who has emerged triumphant this year –  
and that you’ll find something your school could use… 

Elaine Bennett, Editor

 FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THE TEACH PRIMARY AWARDS AT THETEACHCO.COM/TEACHAWARDS

Literacy & English

SEND

Maths

CPD

STEM

Wellbeing

Foundation

Free

THE FINALISTS IN THIS YEAR’S TEACH PRIMARY RESOURCE AWARDS WERE ASSESSED  
BY AN EXPERT PANEL OF SCHOOLS AND ORGANISATIONS

Our judges

Woodland Academy Trust
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Mighty Writer is a tactile mat system 
that is proven to engage children 
in literacy, whether they are high 
ability or non-verbal special needs. 
Use it to teach the whole process of 
learning to write, from planning and 
editing to the creation of coherent 
and increasingly complex and 
sophisticated stories. Mighty Writer 
is designed for Reception, Y1 and 
Y2 but can also be used up to Y6 for 
learners with EAL or SEN. 
It uses images, symbols and colours 
to help children structure and recall 
sentences with ease. Use it while 
teaching fictional and non-fictional 
writing to enable children to become 
independent and competent writers. 
Since launching in 2016, Mighty 
Writer can be found in over 800 
schools. Visit mightywriter.co.uk

The Literary Curriculum is a book-based approach to 
the teaching of primary English which supports schools 
with creating a whole-school culture where children 
develop into critical readers and informed writers.
Children explore over 150 literary texts and experience 
at least 75 significant authors as they move through the 
school.  It provides complete coverage of all national 
curriculum expectations for writing composition, 
grammar, punctuation, spelling and vocabulary, 
phonics and reading comprehension.  
Visit literarycurriculum.co.uk

Bug Club Shared Reading is a 
new primary reading scheme 
for Reception, Y1 and Y2 
that uses high-quality books, 
designed to be read out loud, 
to encourage excitement around 
reading for pleasure. The series include 
36 illustrated story books plus an online subscription 
featuring an interactive scheme of work covering two 
weeks of structured learning per book, digital editions and 
read-aloud videos of each book, plus teacher notes and CPD 
training videos. Visit tinyurl.com/tp-bugclub

M I G H T Y  W R I T E R

Mighty Writer Ltd

The Literacy Tree Pearson

“It’s supportive for 
teachers both new 
and experienced 

and links discrete 
spelling, reading 
and vocabulary 

lessons to a range of 
literature.”

JUDGING PANEL

THE TRAINING 
SPACE

Jane Considine’s 
English Unit Plans

VISIT  
janeconsidine.com

PRIM-ED  
PUBLISHING

The English  
Skills Box

VISIT  
prim-ed.co.uk

YAP BOOKS
Yap Books

VISIT  
yapbooks.com

R E S O U R C E  A W A R D S

T H E  L I T E R A C Y  C U R R I C U L U M
B U G  C L U B  S H A R E D 
R E A D I N G

L I T E R A C Y  
&  E N G L I S H

WINNERS

“This is a long-term resource that 
would help to promote dialogue and 
a writing-rich classroom for all.”

JUDGING PANEL

Category finalists
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From the authors of the Sutton Trust-EEF Teaching and 
Learning Toolkit, What Works? summarises the research 
and evidence of what works and what doesn’t in schools, 
and provides practical strategies for transforming pupils’ 
progress. Lee Elliot Major and Steve Higgins look at 
common teaching approaches, including raising aspirations, 
improving behaviour, outdoor learning and parental 
engagement. They present the research behind each 
approach and provide practical steps to boost the learning 
and life outcomes of pupils. Explored in a concise, accessible 
manner, the research and evidence is distilled into clear, 
precise guidance that can be used immediately, ideal for any 
busy teacher. Visit bloomsbury.com

In the current educational climate, 
the development of character 
education in schools has taken 
on more importance. The Jubilee 
Centre’s free online character 
education CPD programme builds 
on the research conducted by the 
Jubilee Centre since 2012 and the 
DfE’s guidance, providing detailed insight into schools 
that have been recognised for their character education 
provision. Hosted on the University of Birmingham’s 
virtual learning environment, the programme provides 
an interactive experience. Registration is free and gives 
you unlimited access to the content, downloadable 
resources and activities. Visit jubileecentre.ac.uk

Each of these music CPD courses 
from Music Education Solutions® 
mixes pedagogy, research and 
practical ideas, delivered through 
video, audio, reading materials 
and interactive assignments. 
This year, the courses have been 
discounted to £10, from £99, to 
support the education sector 
during the coronavirus pandemic. 
Visit musiceducationsolutions.
co.uk

W H A T  W O R K S ?

Bloomsbury Education 

Jubilee Centre for 
Character and Virtues 
(University of Birmingham) 

Music Education Solutions® 

“From the very first module you can tell 
that this impressively comprehensive 

programme has been designed with schools 
and school leaders.”

JUDGING PANEL

L E A D I N G  C H A R A C T E R 
E D U C A T I O N  I N  S C H O O L S

R E S O U R C E  A W A R D SC P D
WINNERS

“This book offers serious value for money and is a 
must-have for every school CPD library.”

JUDGING PANEL

O N L I N E  C P D  C O U R S E S

WINSTON’S 
WISH

Online bereave-
ment training for 

schools
VISIT 

winstonswish.org

YOUNG  
CITIZENS

Introduction to 
Social Action for 

Primary Teachers
VISIT 

youngcitizens.org

COMPLETE P.E.
Complete P.E.

VISIT 

complete 
peresource.com

Category finalists
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The Learning By Questions team 
spent months researching, writing, 
checking, illustrating and testing 
its KS2 question sets to ensure that 
they align to a national curriculum 
learning objective and are engaging 
for children. The carefully 
scaffolded exercises develop content 
knowledge and cognitive skill. 
Once the children start to answer 
the questions on their devices, the 
platform identifies very able learners 
and automatically moves them along 
the question set to increase their 
level of challenge, meaning everyone 
in the class is working at the right 
level and pace for them. KS1 
question sets are also available to fill 
gaps in basic understanding. See in 
real time how everyone is getting on. 
Visit lbq.org

NumBots aims to develop 
pupils’ understanding, recall 
and fluency in mental maths. 
The focus is on addition 
and subtraction and the 
end goal is the ability to 
comfortably add and subtract 
two-digit numbers in your 
head. Rather than being a 
straightforward, repetitive 
practice engine, Numbots begins with basic concepts, 
depicting them with images on the screen. This simple 
start, coupled with the allegorical story of a robot 
called Rusty who lives on a magical scrapheap, means 
that even young learners engage from the beginning 
and can play independently. Visit numbots.com

Power Maths is a whole-class 
mastery programme designed 
to help schools nurture 
confidence in maths. It is 
aligned to the White Rose 
Maths progressions and 
schemes of learning and has 
been written specifically for 
UK classrooms by leading 
mastery experts. Power 
Maths consists of a mix of textbooks, practice books, support for 
day-to-day teaching in the form of teacher guides and an online 
toolkit including teaching tools, activities and videos.  
Visit tinyurl.com/tp-powermaths

N U M B O T S

Learning By Questions

Maths Circle Ltd Pearson

“The educational impact is immediate 
because children are provided with 

instant formative assessment and effective, 
constructive feedback to engage with.” 

JUDGING PANEL

“Starting with subitising is innovative 
and will underpin children’s 

understanding as they move on to 
addition and subtraction.”

JUDGING PANEL

L E A R N I N G  B Y  Q U E S T I O N S

R E S O U R C E  A W A R D SM AT H S
WINNERS

P O W E R  M A T H S

OXFORD  
UNIVERSITY 

PRESS
MyMaths

VISIT 

tinyurl.com/tp-oup

LEARNING  
RESOURCES

24-Hour Number 
Line Clock

VISIT 

learningresources.
co.uk

ORCHARD TOYS 

Times Tables 
Heroes
VISIT 

orchardtoys.com

Category finalists
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Farming STEMterprise is a range of free, 
innovative and engaging cross-curricular 
STEM and enterprise projects for 
primary schools. The projects are 
tailored to each year group’s programme 
of study and allow teachers to deliver 
key STEM objectives from the national 
curriculum through the engaging context 
of setting up a farm shop business and 
designing, developing, making and 
marketing a brand new food product. The 
projects take children through each stage 
of setting up their business, including 
considering crop seasonality, considering 
nutrition when designing recipes, using 
market research to test ideas, working 
within a budget, calculating expected 
profit, designing responsible packaging 
and more. Each project is divided into 
six to ten stages, each with its own 
comprehensive lesson plan, Powerpoint 
presentation and associated resources. 
Visit nfueducation.com/stemterprise

Switched on 
Science is a print 
and digital primary 
science scheme 
that helps teachers put 
working scientifically at 
the heart of their curriculum. 
There are six flexible units for each year group, 
each containing fun, hands-on experiments, 
investigations and STEM content. Save planning 
time with the teacher’s guide, Powerpoint 
slides, editable activity sheets and ready-made 
interactive quizzes. Measure pupil progress 
with built-in assessment and a free progression 
framework. Visit risingstars-uk.com

NFU Education

Rising Stars

“This is a really fun, original and 
engaging resource that is certainly 

cross-curricular and can be extended into 
other subjects like geography and literacy.”

JUDGING PANEL

F A R M I N G  S T E M T E R P R I S E

These reading books 
challenge gender 
stereotypes and promote 
ambition, resilience and 
achievement in STEM 
careers, all while helping 
children to develop a love of reading. Each story features an 
inventive and resilient female protagonist named Tara, who 
explores the skills and dispositions for each career, helping 
children to identify these traits in themselves. The books 
offer an accessible, exciting and engaging way to explore the 
possibilities offered by STEM. Visit collins.co.uk

Collins

ST E M
WINNERS

R E S O U R C E  A W A R D S

S W I T C H E D 
O N  S C I E N C E

“The inclusion of EYFS planning is a  
real game changer and a feather in the 

bow of this scheme of work.”
JUDGING PANEL

HEADSTART 
PRIMARY LTD

Scaled score  
progress tests & 

topic tests
VISIT 

headstartprimary.
com

GEO JOURNEY
Space Journey

VISIT 

geojourney.co.uk

IRONIC 
THOUGHT LTD

Bits and Bytes
VISIT 

bitsandbytes.cards

B I G  C A T  T A R A 
B I N N S  R E A D I N G  B O O K S
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Switched on Computing 3rd edition enables you 
to save time, improve subject confidence and 
boost and measure pupil progress using a mix of 
print teacher’s guide and digital resources. Get 
access to CPD videos containing guidance on 
computing concepts and software, time-saving 
teaching slides, unplugged session ideas, key 
vocabulary slides, pupil walk-through videos 
and a range of pupil worksheets. Self-marking 
end-of-unit knowledge quizzes help you 
measure progress, 
giving the results as 
a report as well as an 
online progression 
record to help you 
track progress 
against end-of-unit 
assessment 
statements and 
across the computing curriculum as a whole. 
Visit risingstars-uk.com

This resource is designed 
specifically for non-specialist 
language teachers to be able 
to confidently deliver high 
quality Spanish lessons. 
It features a colour-coded 
grammar system and QR 
Code audio vocabulary and 
phrase sheets. These promote 
strong language structures 
and grammatical awareness 
in both Spanish and English. 
The course enables pupils to 
attain a level of competence 
with the language that would 
be expected by the end of Y7 
and 8 because of the attention 
given to the importance of recycling language structures 
and vocabulary. Visit languagemagnet.com

The National Archives History Toolkit for 
Primary Schools gives you instant access 
to genuine historical sources and exciting 
lesson plans, activities and photocopiable 
worksheets for both KS1 and 2. The historical 
sources can be previewed in the book and 
downloaded from a companion website. It 
covers themes across the national curriculum, 
including events of national importance, the 
lives of significant individuals and the changing 
power of monarchs. Visit bloomsbury.com

S W I T C H E D  O N  C O M P U T I N G 
3 R D  E D I T I O N

Rising Stars 

Language Magnet Ltd Bloomsbury Education

“As each session is just 30 minutes,  
the scheme is well-suited to a  
busy primary curriculum.”

JUDGING PANEL

L A N G U A G E  M A G N E T  P R I M A R Y 
S P A N I S H  C O U R S E

R E S O U R C E  A W A R D SFOUNDATION
WINNERS

“After years of development, this scheme has 
now fulfilled its potential as a one-stop shop for 

delivering excellent primary computing.”
JUDGING PANEL

OCARINA 
WORKSHOP
Adventurous 

Music-Making
VISIT 

ocarina.co.uk/amm

CHARANGA 

Charanga  
Musical School 

(featuring Yumu)
VISIT 

charanga.com

THE  
GEOGRAPHICAL 

ASSOCIATION
Leading Primary 

Geography
VISIT 

geography.org.uk

Category finalists
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When children learn about 
something big and bad their 
brains get busy trying to 
make sense of it. Where did it 
happen? Why did it happen? 
And especially, will it happen 
again? Use Something Bad 
Happened to guide children aged six to 12 through 
tough conversations about national and international 
tragedies. The non-specific term “bad thing” is 
used throughout, keeping this a flexible tool, and so 
children are never inadvertently exposed to events 
their parents have chosen not to share. Visit jkp.com

This is an online profiling tool to 
enable you to support the wellbeing 
and academic development of KS2 
pupils by quickly assessing where they are at in relation to 
four key areas of pupil wellbeing: positivity, motivation, 
self-efficacy and resilience. A multiple-choice survey 
assesses how pupils feel and there are more than 30 
follow-up strategies for individuals, classes and year  
groups included. Visit tinyurl.com/tp-rsassessment

M Y  L I F E

Collins Education

Jessica 
Kingsley 
Publishers

RS Assessment

“I would have appreciated something 
like this when teaching – you 

can adapt it as needed for your 
individual class.”

JUDGING PANEL

“There’s lots of really helpful advice 
here on how to approach difficult topics 

with children.”
JUDGING PANEL

S O M E T H I N G  B A D 
H A P P E N E D

My Life is a complete primary PSHE 
programme to support teachers and 
encourage every pupil’s personal 
development. Created by experienced 
PSHE educators, the resources promote 
happiness and health via structured, 
age-appropriate steps. The spiral 
curriculum covers the new statutory 
relationship and health objectives 
outlined by the DfE, but also includes 
sex education and the ‘living in the wider 
world’ elements of PSHE. All the lesson 
plans, Powerpoints and resource sheets 
are fully editable to ensure schools can 
adapt them for their own pupils and 
contexts. The accompanying teacher 
notes highlight the importance of 
sensitivity around particular topics and 
provide guidance or signposting where 
necessary. Visit collins.co.uk 

W E L L B E I N G  A N D  A T T I T U D E S 
T O  L E A R N I N G :  S U R V E Y  A N D 
S T R A T E G I E S

R E S O U R C E  A W A R D SW E L L B E I N G
WINNERS

WAVEWASH
Wavewash

VISIT 

wavewash.co.uk

JUNIOR  
LEARNING 

Feelings Flips
VISIT 

juniorlearning.co.uk

BOUNCE  
TOGETHER LTD
BounceTogether

VISIT 

bouncetogether.co.uk
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Picturepath is 
a digital visual 
timeline that has 
been developed 
with input from 
child psychologists, 
SENCOs, teachers, 
parents and the 
National Autistic 
Society. It can be 
shared between home and school and replaces the 
laminated timelines many schools use. The app 
helps children understand their day and reduces 
anxiety, while saving adults a lot of time and money. 
Picturepath works on tablets and mobile devices 
and the school version can also display on a laptop or 
smart screen. Visit mypicturepath.com 

Picturepath

“Given the current global 
pandemic this book is not only 

thoughtful, accessible and well set 
out, but also very timely.” 

JUDGING PANEL

W E  A L L  G R I E V E

Working on children’s 
speech and language 
skills at home can be 
really difficult. Even with 
a good understanding of 
your child’s needs, it’s 
not an easy task to think 
of different activities to 
do every day at home. 
The Speech Link Parent Portal features a wealth of free 
resources, advice and activities to support families at home. 
New resources, guest blogs, videos and podcasts are added 
weekly. Visit speechandlanguage.info

Speech Link Multimedia Ltd

This specialist bereavement book was launched to support 
the estimated 40,000 parentally-bereaved children in the 
UK with special educational needs and/or disabilities. It was 
written to highlight the need to include children with SEND 
in conversations about death – and to plug the huge void in 
specialist resources available in this area. We All Grieve covers a 
broad range of SEND, including autistic spectrum disorder and 
profound multiple learning difficulties. It looks at how children 
with SEND are affected by a bereavement and how those around 
them can support a child’s understanding of death and loss. 
It also offers information, practical suggestions and ideas for 
activities, as well as where to find other support.  
Visit winstonswish.org

“Picturepath clearly links home and 
school together and ensures that the 

same pedagogical approach is being used 
throughout.”

JUDGING PANEL

S E N D
WINNERS

Winston’s Wish

P I C T U R E P A T H

JESSICA  
KINGSLEY  

PUBLISHERS
Tricky  

Punctuation in 
Cartoons

VISIT 

jkp.com

GL ASSESSMENT
WellComm Primary

VISIT 

gl-assessment.co.uk

INTERNATIONAL 
DYSLEXIA  
LEARNING  

SOLUTIONS LTD
IDL Dyscalculia 

Screener
VISIT 

idlsgroup.com

Category finalists
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Learn Live is a series of 
interactive video sessions to 
engage pupils with the work of 
UK Parliament. Each session 
focuses on a different topic 
and includes a video explainer, 
followed by a Q&A session where 
experts from UK Parliament 
respond to queries sent in by 
pupils, teachers and home 
educators from around the 
country. Suitable for use in 
schools and for home educators, 
these interactive sessions are 
ideal for pupils aged seven to 
11. Each session lasts around 
30 minutes and is hosted on 
YouTube. Learn Live links to the 
national curriculum and can be 
used to develop knowledge, skills 
and understanding of citizenship. 
Visit learning.parliament.uk

A team of volunteers at City Pay 
it Forward used their experience 
as parents and their knowledge 
as finance professionals to create 
a comprehensive, stand-alone Y6 
financial literacy curriculum. It was 
developed through collaborations with 
leading educators and interactions 
with over 15,000 students.  
The curriculum consists of a 
four-part programme which includes 
a teacher’s manual, Powerpoint 
presentations and videos to be used 
in class. The curriculum has been peer 
reviewed and benefits from the Young 
Money Quality Mark, which is endorsed 
by the DfE. Visit citypayitforward.com

Covering the ten Eco-Schools 
England topics, such as healthy 
living, litter and water, each 
of the #EcoSchoolsAtHome 
resources are a series of 
eco-challenges, differentiated 
for Early Years and primary, 
that can be completed at home or in school. They have 
been designed to be accessible to all children, requiring 
minimal resources and no private outdoor space.  
Visit eco-schools.org.uk

City Pay it Forward Eco-Schools/Keep 
Britain Tidy

“These resources can be weaved into a PSHE/FBV curriculum 
as well as stand-alone learning opportunities.”

JUDGING PANEL

L E A R N  L I V E

UK Parliament

R E S O U R C E  A W A R D SF R E E
WINNERS

Y E A R  6  F I N A N C I A L
L I T E R A C Y  C U R R I C U L U M

“The resources are easily accessible for 
children and provide additional home 

learning opportunities.”
JUDGING PANEL

EMILE 
EDUCATION

MTC with Emile
VISIT 

emile-education.com

PREMIER 
LEAGUE  

PRIMARY STARS
Premier League 

Reading Stars
VISIT 

plprimarystars.com

EDUCANDY
Educandy

VISIT 

educandy.com

Category finalists
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P A R T N E R  C O N T E N T

Top of  the class 
Resources and activities to bring fresh inspiration to your classroom...

Dive & swoop
From Kate Greenaway Award-winning 

illustrator Grahame Baker-Smith,  
Wild is the Wind follows the 

extraordinary path of the wind across 
the globe. Floating across the sky in 
her hot air balloon, Cassi watches a 

little swift dive and swoop through the 
still air. As the wind grows bolder, a 

whiff of danger sends small creatures 
running for cover. This spectacular 

new non-fiction picturebook is from 
the creator of bestselling The Rhythm 
of the Rain and is available in all good 

bookstores and online.  
Visit templarco.co.uk 

Music to your ears 
Some instruments sound less than 

musical in the hands of children. The 
award-winning four-hole Oc® is different.  

It offers a flattering, easy-on-the-ear sound 
and is simple to learn, with proper tunes 
played straight away. Ocarina Workshop 

Star Buys provide all you need from Y1-Y7, 
with a broad range of music supported 

by clear teaching resources. Ocarinas are 
safer than singing, as breath is contained 
within their uniquely round shape. Keep 

music alive in your school with this simple 
solution. ocarina.co.uk/safer

2

4

5

Maths made easy
Maths.co.uk builds on the success of 
SPAG.com and offers a library of 170 
ready-made tests that cover every 

national curriculum maths objective 
from Y1 to Y6. Teachers can also create 

their own custom tests from a bank 
of 10,000 questions. All the tests are 
instantly marked and the reporting 
tools provide useful gap analysis. 

All the tests can be accessed online, 
making it ideal for home learning.  

For a demo or free trial email Elaine  
at support@maths.co.uk

Ergonomic stationery
STABILO specialises in ergonomic 

pens and pencils which are specifically 
designed for left and right handers. 

Learning to write in school is important 
and better ergonomics make practising 

easier and learning to write more 
enjoyable. That’s why STABILO has 
developed the STABILO EASYstart 

range with ergonomic pens and pencils 
suitable for different ages and hand 
sizes. With new guidelines requiring 

children to have their own stationery,  
all of the STABILO EASYstart range  

has space for a pupil’s name.  
stabilo.com/uk

3

1
New 
normal
Children and 
teachers are 

now settling into new rules 
within their classrooms as 
the autumn term progresses, 
but sticking to the new 
normal while following the 
curriculum is still a hot topic 
for schools across the UK. 
As we navigate this new 
learning environment, Hope 
Education makes it easy for 
you to fill your classroom 
with safe, fun and engaging 
products to create a learning 
environment that pupils will 
love. There are hundreds of 
new resources, all inspired, 
tried and tested by teachers 
like you, as well as all the 
everyday essentials your classroom shouldn’t be without. Product 
descriptions contain curriculum links, allowing you to quickly see which areas of the 
curriculum they are suitable for. hope-education.co.uk
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Curiosity is a powerful motivator.  
For children who have not yet been 
conditioned by life’s demands, the  
urge to discover is particularly 
pronounced. Yet so much of what  
pupils learn at school is governed by 
what they are told they should know, 
rather than what they would like to  
find out.

GoCuriosity goes a long way 
towards redressing that balance with  
its innovative, online platform. Following 
a 3,000-year timeline of human 
achievement, it loosely shepherds 
pupils through history towards the 
present day, allowing them to pause at 
decades they like the look of and select 
a challenge relating to events at that 
time. These could involve history, 
science, nature, sport, rights or culture 
and will typically require skills ranging 
from literacy and numeracy to research 
and communication. 

For example, pupils might choose  
to design a working water clock one 
decade and produce a radio advert for a 
hockey team another. The challenge 
cards are backed by accompanying 
teacher notes, including assessment 
criteria. The different tasks are 
fascinating – I was in danger of 
spending far too much time simply 
musing about how I would tackle them!

Even though it is accessed online, 

Personalised education platform  
that drives pupil engagement  
through choice and natural curiosity

A T  A  G L A N C E

£349 per year for 36 user licences. Visit gocuriosity.com  

GoCuriosity

U P G R A D E  I F . . .

You want to create resourceful, 
self-motivated, independent learners 
without placing great demands on  
your staff.

I N D E P E N D E N T  L E A R N I N G

R E V I E W S

l  Promotes learning by self-directed  
enquiry

l  Develops pupils’ confidence and 
independence

l  Fosters a ‘blended learning’ approach, 
working seamlessly between school  
and home 

l  Fully referenced to the KS2 and KS3 
national curriculum 

REVIEWED BY: MIKE DAVIES

most of the actual work is done 
elsewhere, for all of those worried 
about children’s excessive screen time. 
While children are plotting their own 
paths, teachers can easily assess their 
work and monitor their performance. 
You can even schedule video chats to 
provide one-to-one support where 
necessary. With each new challenge, 
pupils reflect on how they have 
performed thus far and the approaches 
that have worked best in order to up 
their game for future efforts.  

Along with its elegant simplicity, 
schools will love the flexibility it offers: 
GoCuriosity is easily accessed at  
home as well as in the classroom.  
Given recent events and the sudden 
focus on home learning, this might  
just be a window to the future of 
education. For now, it could be used  
for anything from regular topic work 
and homework to supporting children 
who are unable to attend school for 
reasons such as illness, injury or 
inclement weather.

Most importantly, though, 
GoCuriosity is instantly appealing, 
setting off chain reactions of ideas  
and posing questions children will be 
itching to answer. If that’s the sort of 
feeling you want to inspire in your 
pupils, it could be time to indulge  
your curiosity.

V E R D I C T
4 Easy to implement, maintain  
and assess
4 Minimal planning and preparation
4 Broad coverage of the curriculum
4 Flexible in its application
4 Stimulating and engaging
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There is something very special about 
humankind’s relationship with powered 
flight. Our incurable envy of birds 
tortured inventors for centuries, often 
painfully so – sometimes fatally. Of 
course, the ultimate goal was to explore 
beyond the confines of our own planet. 
This wonderful book, written by Gill 
Arbuthnot, charts humankind’s journey 
from early flight to space travel.

The first thing that strikes you is 
Christopher Nielsen’s design. Without 
feeling dated, it adopts an exciting retro 
feel that cleverly transports you back  
to the late 1960s when space fever  
was at its peak. I felt like an enthralled 
schoolboy, flicking through any of the 
books and magazines about space  
that flooded the market at that time. 
Even so, it has a much more fluid layout 
than I remember of children’s books  
at that time. It also introduces other 
elements such as timelines and cartoon 
strips to focus on particular episodes  
of the story. 

Of course, the design would not 
work without the storytelling, and Gill 
Arbuthnot has done an excellent job of 
encapsulating hundreds of years of 
inspiration, ingenuity and engineering 
advances. Although the vocabulary  
will, necessarily, make some of the  
text a challenge for most children 

An inspiring journey through the history of flight, from hot  
air balloons to space exploration, written by Gill Arbuthnot 
and illustrated by Christopher Nielsen

A T  A  G L A N C E

£10.99, templarco.co.uk/big-picture-press 

Balloon to  
the Moon

U P G R A D E  I F . . .

You want to boost your non-fiction library 
with a visually stunning book that is as 
engrossing as any adventure novel.

N O N - F I C T I O N

R E V I E W S

l  Describes the full history of flight with 
an emphasis on space travel

l  Blends technical information with 
human insight

l  Covers parts of the science and  
history curriculums 

l Best suited to UKS2 pupils

REVIEWED BY: MIKE DAVIES

younger than UKS2, it is impressive 
how well she covers what is often a 
very technical subject in an accessible 
way. As a result, this could serve as a 
useful reference book for both 
science and history.

For me, however, much of the  
charm is in the storytelling. This is  
a tale of human heroics and there 
were many times when I found the 
action as gripping as any adventure 
novel – no small achievement when 
you consider that I already knew  
how most events ended! It is often  
the detail that makes the difference 
and I was amazed to find myself 
learning things I never knew, from 
details of the astronauts’ training 
regime to the heart-wrenching 
loneliness of Michael Collins as he 
orbited the moon, waiting for 
Armstrong and Aldrin to return to  
the command module.

Remarkably, this is a book you can 
both dip into for research purposes 
and read from start to finish like a 
thriller. What’s more, I can imagine 
wanting to return to it again and 
again. It would make an excellent 
addition to any school library or home 
collection. I can also see it acting as 
the launchpad for a range of careers, 
from aviation to astrophysics.  

V E R D I C T
4 Challenging yet accessible 
4 Beautifully designed
4 An information book with a  
compelling narrative
4 Packed with scientific explanations 
and historical detail
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One of the main takeaways from the 
Coronavirus lockdown was that 
everyone agrees children should be at 
school. Nevertheless, it seems that 
creators of educational resources have 
been busily focusing on the question of 
how we will manage if it all happens 
again – or whether the face of 
education is going to change anyway.

A good example of this is Maths Flex 
from Pearson – a new addition to its 
digital learning space, ActiveLearn. 
Aimed at KS2 pupils, it uses a mastery 
approach and White Rose Maths’*  
small steps to help children practise 
maths in small steps. The eye-catching 
factor is the way it uses AI to adapt  
to each pupil’s strengths and 
weaknesses to provide a highly 
personalised practice path. As a result, 
it’s a powerful tool with which to 
support learning, whether it’s a 
supplement to normal classroom 
teaching or as a way of helping to 
recover ground lost due  
to home-schooling.

From a pupil’s point of view, it looks 
friendly, familiar and accessible. It’s 
also pretty easy to use. All children 
have to do is log in, click on ‘My stuff’ 
and they’re away. Illustrations have 
been chosen to closely represent 
real-life objects or the many various 
physical resources that you will find in a 

A new online practice platform for KS2 pupils 
that combines a mastery approach to maths 
with AI-powered individuality

A T  A  G L A N C E

From £1,250 + VAT, pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk

Maths Flex

U P G R A D E  I F . . .

You want to provide individually 
targeted maths practice for your 
pupils while getting up-to-date 
insights into their progress.

M A T H S

R E V I E W S

l  Provides pupil-friendly online 
 maths practise
l  Uses the White Rose Maths* small steps
l  Creates individually tailored 
 practice paths for pupils
l  Offers powerful assessment and 
 management tools for teachers
l  Part of Pearson’s ActiveLearn platform  

REVIEWED BY: MIKE DAVIES

typical classroom. Questions give 
instant feedback with encouraging 
messages and there are options to 
retry if necessary or gain rewards  
for good performance. There are 
also video coaching sessions to 
recap specific topics. 

From a teacher’s perspective, it 
offers convenience and a wealth of 
information. From the teacher’s 
dashboard, you can instantly see 
who has done what and how they 
performed. It tells you who needs 
help, stretching, praise or more 
effort. It even tells you how long 
they’ve spent studying, down  
to the second. 

For a platform that offers so 
much, it’s impressively user-friendly. 
Much of it is fairly intuitive to 
anyone who has been anywhere 
near a computer within the last ten 
years but, in case you’re flummoxed, 
there are a range of videos to guide 
you through specific processes such 
as setting up a class on the system. 
My only suggestion would be that 
Pearson re-records some of the 
commentary for clarity (although 
subtitles are provided). Overall,  
it’s slick, impressive and has the 
potential to be very useful, no 
matter what the fates throw at 
education in the future.

V E R D I C T

4 Plenty of pupil appeal

4 Very informative for teachers

4 Fairly simple to set up

4 Well supported with help videos
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F E A T U R E S  B A C K  P A G E

We follow a teacher from first alarm to lights out...

WAKING UP
Usually my alarm goes  
off at 5.45am so I can go  
for a run and shower 
before I need to set off for 
work. I’m lucky enough 
that I can walk to work  
as I live quite close.

MY MORNING
When I get to school I make a 
cup of tea (strong, a little bit of 
milk, one sugar) and turn my 
laptop on. I love listening 
to the radio as I get myself 
ready for a day of teaching  
– I can’t work in silence!

LUNCHTIME
I do a bit of work then have half an hour in the 
staffroom. Downtime is so important to me –  

I need a few minutes to switch off. I’m not a big 
sandwich fan, so my lunches vary.

MY AFTERNOON
I spend my afternoons teaching foundation lessons –  
lots of science, history and geography. I always make  

time in the afternoon for some reading  
too – it’s my favourite time of the day.

@eenalol 

@alittlebutalot.com

STEPH ELLIOTT IS A  
Y6 TEACHER IN  
NEWCASTLE 

MY EVENING
School finishes at 3.15pm and I’m usually  
out of the building by 4.30pm. I love  
watching Pointless while I have my evening 
meal. Sometimes I do a little bit of work, but  
I try to relax in the evenings if possible.

BEDTIME
I’m usually in bed by 9.30pm! I listen to a 

sleepcast from Headspace and read before bed 
– I find it really helps my brain to switch off  

and calm down before sleep.
v Career plan B? I’m a real people person 

and I’m surrounded by incredible women in my 

family who have ‘people’ jobs, so I’d be a nurse.

v Podcast recommendation? I adore 

listening to Rosie and Chris Ramsey’s podcast 

Shagged, Married, Annoyed. It makes me 

laugh out loud every single week.

v Must-read books? For kids, LD Lapinski’s 

The Strangeworlds Travel Agency; for young 

adults, Melinda Salisbury’s Hold Back The Tide.

v Twitter hero? Simon Smith  

(@smithsmm) shares incredible picturebooks 

and his blogs are well written. He’s a 

headteacher I’d love to work for.

QUICKFIRE QUESTIONS
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