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Christmas simply wouldn’t be Christmas 
without the annual tradition of dressing 
the tree: a time to dig out the suitcase 
of twinkling tinsel and iridescent 
baubles, unwind the reams of fairy lights 
and polish up the snow globes. However, 
if a year in the loft means that your decs are in 
need a refresh, we think you’ll adore some of 
the ideas we’ve lined up here.

Make mini stockings on rosy red ribbons (p79), 
fabric cones stuffed with sweets (p80), and felt stars 
adorned with Scandi-style stitching (p76). Delight 
in bonbon trays heaped with chocs (p66), slip new seat 
covers onto tired chairs (p64), or pop our elf stocking on 
the mantelpiece (p48) to raise a smile! Finally, turn on 
the Bublé and sew our two-part quilt project (p50), made 
easy with batch-making tips from our experts 
(p53). A sprinkle of sewing is sure to turn your place 
into a winter wonderland, worthy of a visit by Santa.

We couldn’t leave without sharing some of the 
fabulous festive looks we’ve in store for your 
wardrobe. Enclosed you’ll find our Simplicity 
9121 pattern for adults and kids – a nightwear set 
that’s ideal for Christmas morning. Simplicity 
9101, meanwhile, is just the ticket for wearing at 
the dinner table – simply readjust the ties to make 
more room for pud! There are four more bonus 
looks too, which include our darling vintage-
inspired Joy dress on page 24, and our 
sequinned Holly sweatshirt on p26.

Happy sewing! 

Lucy  Lucy Jobber, Sew editor
Subscribe 
TODAY!

FREE* 8m 
 Fabric Bundle  

See p38

OUR EXCLUSIVE 
PATTERNS ARE  
NOW AVAILABLE 
IN SIZES 8-24*

ROBIN PENNANT, PAGE 70 SWEET CONES, PAGE 81 SNOW-frosted TREES, PAGE 72
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Festive treats ahead...
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The sewing world is a hub of     excitement – keep up!

Jen Hogg, semi-finalist on The Great British 
Sewing Bee in 2019, has designed a unique 
square sewing ruler. All four sides start at zero, 
so you can always position it to provide the 
best view of your work. There are cut-outs for 
easily adding seam and hem allowances, even 
to curved pattern lines.  The Jenerates ruler is 
available in metric or imperial, with the option 
to go bespoke to make a unique gift (and there’s 
also a knitter’s version). Jen says she designed 
this for her own use, then realised other makers 
might like it, too. Indeed we do, Jen!  Find  
more information at jenhogg.co.uk or 
Instagram @jenerates.

WHO WHAT
Pop on a poppy
The Royal British Legion has announced that 
we won't be seeing the usual volunteers out and 
about selling poppies for the annual appeal this 
year. If you’d still like to show your support for 
this charity that provides lifelong support for 
the Armed forces community, why not wear a 
sew or iron-on poppy badge instead? Available 
at £2.99 from the dedicated shop, which has 
a range of other gift ideas to boot, you can 
be sure that 100% of profits go to the charity. 
poppyshop.org.uk

We first noticed this wowser Gemma stretch-
velvet dress when on a mission to find a new 
Christmas frock – and were delighted to discover 
that it is a two-in-one pattern for a sporty 
sweatshirt with an elasticated hem, too! Use the 
geometric shaping across the front to create 

subtle interest in a 
single colour, or mix 
it up for a fun feel. 
Available in UK sizes 
4-18, we’re going for 
that maxi dress, with 
its classy short funnel 
neck and long back 
split. Digital pattern  
£13, named  
clothing.com

A real gem
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Jen rules!

Creative Brits
With one in ten people deciding 
to learn something new this year, 
and crafts enjoying a resurgence, 
Aldi has launched its brand-new 
Creative Crafting range. You'll be 
spoilt with fat quarter packs – 
including licensed designs – for 
under a fiver, a digital sewing 
machine for £149.99, plus kits for 
knitters and papercrafters, too. 
You can try these new ranges 
while stocks last by pre-ordering 
online or popping into your local 
store. Visit aldi.co.uk

 easy pattern
Carry on 
sewing
The Carrie Cardigan from 
Delia Creates is a relaxed, 
split-front design in UK 
sizes 6-24. It's designed  
to hang open without  
any fastenings, making 
it an easy step-up for 
beginners. It suits an 
impressive range of knit 
or woven fabrics, from 
scuba and jersey to voile 
and chambray, and the 
cocoon shape makes it 
wonderfully versatile to 
wrap yourself up in! It 
comes in two lengths,  
with two sleeve options, 
to mix and match to your 
own style. When choosing 
a knit for the long-sleeved 
version, just ensure it has 
around 15% stretch for  
the long cuffs.
Digital pattern from  
£8, deliacreates.com
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Learn a new skill
Upholstery

SEW MAGAZINE  07

The sewing world is a hub of     excitement – keep up!

 

Stay Tuned 

Listen Up Favourite fabrics
Join sew-loving mother and daughter, Beth and 
Nina, to listen to a homely chat, pondering 
various stitchy subjects, such as quilting tricks 
and fabric favourites. With a new podcast every 
week, they’re great company in your sewing 
room. sewingfortheweekend.com

Blog Spot  Sewing royalty
Follow stitcher extraordinaire Lena King, who  
also worked with regular columnist Juliet Uzor  
on Ankara Appreciation week, as she shares  
her impressive sewing output, navigates  
her way through stitching sustainably, and more!
theunpickstitchpapers.home.blog

WEAR&WHAT
In the pink

There’s no question  
that stitching up this cute 

Penny the Pig makes an ideal 
pressie – think stylish pin 

cushion, friendly toy or even 
a doorstop with the addition 
of some sand – the kit itself 

would also make for a fun gift 
for a youngster as a sewing 

project. The pattern itself is a 
PDF download and just needs 

printing off. Give the gift of 
sewing this year!

£14.95, giftstoyou.com

It's Full  
of Fibre! 
If, like us, you’re missing getting 
up close and personal with textile 
art at shows and exhibitions, head 
over to TextileArtist.org and you’re 
bound to find something engaging 
within the 500+ interviews with 
amazing artists from all over the 
world. Brothers Joe and Sam Pitcher 
were inspired by the work created 
by their mother, and established 
the website in 2012. Now highly respected, it offers online courses and a 
Stitch Club, and is a place for textile artists and art enthusiasts to be inspired, 
learn from the best, promote their work and communicate with like-minded 
creatives. Get ready to spend some time at textileartist.org. 

Top TV Strictly returns!
Once again we can feast our eyes not only on the 
celeb-studded line up of contestants, including 
actress Caroline Quentin and comedian Bill  
Bailey, but the sparkling wardrobe creations 
of the talented costume designers! The first 
instalment is due late October. BBC1,  
bbc.co.uk/iplayer  

Keep up to date with the latest  
online updates

If you’re wondering what else 
you can do with fabric, look no 

further than a furniture revamp 
course from expert Simion 

Hawton-Smith, as seen on the 
BBC’s Money for Nothing. There 

are several online courses to 
choose from. We’d plump for 
the two-in-one online pattern 

creation + chair upholstery 
from £89, that includes expert 

teaching from Rachel Taylor, an 
interior designer and stylist, and 

also allows you to design your 
own fabric – yes please! For all 
the inspiration you need, go to 

relovedupholstery.co.uk

In 
the
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The long knit dress/cardi 
is a new-season staple and  

heaven when you’re after a 
relaxed style. Simplicity 8992 

offers three variations for 
everything from a button-

through dress to a long 
coatigan or short cardi, with 

cuffed, cropped or full-length 
sleeves. Go for a ponte, 
rib, double knit or even 

sweatshirt weight,  
and choose your size  

from UK 6-28.  
£10, sewdirect.com

If you 
buy one 

pattern...

20% off*

your entire ORDER  
at closet core! 

Use code:  
SEWMAGNOVEMBER

G
IFTSTOYOU.
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7 
Quick 
& Easy 
Patterns  

*Sizes vary per garm
enr.

What’s your
                      Size?

     Remember to use your body 
measurements to find your pattern  
size, NOT the ready-to-wear size that 
you’d buy in high street shops. Visit 
sewdirect.com to find out more about 
taking accurate measurements and 
getting the right fit for your shape.

KEEPING IT SIMPLE
When you need a new dress in a hurry, or a quick 
set of PJs for a lazy day at home, you’ll be glad to 
hear that you can make any one of these items 
from as few as four pattern pieces. Simplicity 9121 
and Simplicity 9101 are both designed for light- to 
medium-weight wovens, so if you see one you like, 
use it for either of these versatile garments. 

MAKE YOUR MARK
Remember to transfer any marks from the 
pattern that are needed to the wrong side of  
your fabric, or use tailor's tacks to the right side 
– the last thing you want is to have dots or lines 
from your marking tool or pen still showing on 
your finished item, even after it has been in the 
washing machine!

THIS MONTH’S  
GARMENTS

For an all-day frock,  relax  
in Simplicity 9101, or whip  

up Simplicity 9121, for matching 
sleepwear in UK sizes 6-28* and 

kids aged 3-8 years.
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This easy frock pattern, designed for lightweight wovens, is ideal as a 
casual number in a pretty and practical cotton type; yet it is magically 
transformed into an eye-catching gown with a statement rayon or challis. 
No-fuss grown-on sleeves, a choice of simple waist ties or a drawstring 
waist, and three hemlines plus pockets, means comfort and style  
at any time of day!      

ALL TIED UP
The dress has a basic A-line 
silhouette that becomes waisted 
with the addition of a casement for 
a drawstring, or two equal ties that 
are sewn into the seams just above 
the pockets. Add some flirtatious 
fun with a hemline that is raised 

slightly at the front and follows 
the shape created by the 

soft wraps fastened 
forwards at the waist.

MATCH POINT
It’s fun to mix  
up patterns and 

contrast the design 
direction for the   

waist ties, or even  
using a different colour. 

Matching stripes, patterns or  
plaids undoubtedly gives a more 
pleasing look, and while it is more 
time-consuming, you’ll be pleased 
you made the effort. Choose the 
centre of the pattern and work 
from there, deciding where to place 
your paper pieces on the fabric to 
achieve the desired effect. 

PARTNER UP
For a highly accurate finish, mark 
the edge of each pattern piece to 
indicate where it will be placed on 
your fabric to ensure that patterns 
or lines across seams are matched 
exactly, where shaping allows. An 
erasable coloured pen or pencil is 
good for this; for example, use a 
red notch to align to with a red 
stripe. When you have the front 
sections cut out, use the pocket  
(or other) paper pieces against 
these key main areas to determine 
exactly where to place the 
templates on the fabric to continue 
– or break up – the pattern effect. 

Art Gallery Fabrics rayon 
challis in Red, £20.99 per 

metre, minerva.com

Art Gallery Fabrics rayon in 
Winterberry Pine, £20.99 per 

metre, minerva.com

Linen-look polyester 
stripe in Denim, 
£5.99 per metre, 

minerva.com

UP TO 
SIZE 28* 

*UK SIZES 

3 
WITH SIMPLICITY 9101

Waist-tie 
Dresses
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SELECTOR
your   Style

STYLE A 
HIGH WAISTED
This calf-length option  
with a straight hem  
offers the appearance  
of a longer skirt, thanks  
to the narrow casement  
for the waist.

STYLE B
LONG  
& LOOSE
It’s a dress for 
whatever life brings 
your way, perfectly 
casual or simply 
smart, with a 
shaped front hem 
at a modest length.

S9101

A

STYLE C
SHORT & 
SWEET
Keep this 
version in mind for 
when you want a 
cooler frock – or 
wish to flash those 
party pins! 

We wanted to show off 
the flattering drape of 
this design in a soft red 
challis – it gets a gold 

star from us! 

Why we  
made

StyleB
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Nothing beats the idea of a 
pyjama day, so turn this dream 
into a reality with your own 
‘mini-me’ set. Elasticated crop 
bottoms and a pull-on top 
with a button loop fastening, 
means easy on and just-as-
easy off. The Child and Misses 
patterns are clearly marked 
and on separate sheets for 
ease of use. Stitch in a crisp 
lawn, a baby-soft gauze 
or a warm brushed 
cotton as just one set 
won’t be enough.  

4 Pyjama
Pieces  

WITH SIMPLICITY 9121

The thought  
of cosy brushed  

cotton pockets was  
irresistible – show off 
your pattern-making 
prowess with plaid!

Why we  
made

StyleB

Child 
3-8 years

/ Sizes  
8-24* 
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“it’s just the  
thing for lazy 

mornings, rainy days, 
snuggle time,  

sleepovers – and  
during the holidays” 

SELECTOR
your   Style

S9121

A

PHOTO

S9121

B

PHOTO

STYLE A
BACK-BUTTON TOP
A simple elastic loop around 
a button, above the back 
neck opening, adds a bit of 
stretch for pulling 
this top over 
the head. Bias 
binding is used 
to finish the 
neck edges. 

STYLE B
PULL-ON 
BOTTOMS
The front yoke 
creates the roomy 
pockets, and there's 
an elasticated waist 
for lounging in; the 
straight leg can 
easily be cropped 
for shorts or 
lengthened for 
longer trousers.  

009-014 Covermount 143 PD.indd   13009-014 Covermount 143 PD.indd   13 02/10/2020   10:0502/10/2020   10:05



Bold BIAS
Bias tape is used to enclose garment edges, 
often around necklines or armholes, to give a 
neater-looking and also more comfortable finish 
to these areas. Depending on where it is used, it 
may be desirable that it blends in with the main 
fabric, but it can also  
be used as a fun or 
decorative contrast, or 
to add an accent edging. 
There are many 
patterned types and 
different widths 
available, and, of 
course, you can make 
your own with a  
bias tape maker; but 
for one that also 
brightens up your 
stitchy space, treat yourself to a 
few pretty metres on a wooden bobbin.
15mm Claire Aude Liberty bias binding, 
£14.95 for 8 metres, clothkits.co.uk

WASH First
It is always tempting to skip washing and 
pressing your fabric in the excitement of starting 
a new project, but remember that if you’re using 
100% cotton, or other similar materials, you will 
need to pop them in the washing machine at 
the recommended cycle first. Bear in mind that 
shrinkage can be up to 10% – especially on a  
hot wash – which can affect the fit and finish 
considerably. Plus, working with clean, pressed 
fabric is so much easier for cutting out.
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Next month’s  
2 BONUS patterns

TIME TO GET 
DRESSED UP!

Two easy dresses to make in a weekend,  
with expert tips on gathers and setting in sleeves  

with stretch knits

December issue on sale 19th November 2020 

 v-back silky dress 

 A short piece of elastic produces a   
 forgiving button fastening 

 four-piece knit frock 

SIZES  
8-24 
(UK)

Kitted OUT
With so many bits and bobs in 
our sewing box (or should that be 
boxes?), it pays to have a tray with 
just the essentials you need for the 
one project; tidy the rest away to 
give you the space you need. No 

more rooting through boxes or 
drawers for the right needles for the 
job, your best thimble or the sharp 
seam ripper as opposed to the 
blunt one. If you use a soft or 
plastic tape measure, compare it 
regularly to a hard plastic or  
metal ruler, as they can stretch 
over time. Treat yourself to one 
you can spot easily!   
Love spring tape measure, £6.40, and 
thimble, £4.20, prym.com

PAPER Cuts
To keep your original pattern pieces pristine, 
copy the size or version you intend to use 
onto dressmaker’s pattern paper, which you 
can be less precious about – just be sure to 
transfer all of the marks, such as notches, seam 
and hem allowances. Copying the templates is 
also useful if you want to adjust a section of 
pattern, which should be carried out on the 
paper piece before cutting out the fabric. 
Unless you are the experimental type, avoid 
impulses of cutting the fabric to change the 
design on the hoof, as uneven lengths for legs 
or sleeves, wonky seams or hems, or a poor fit 
could be the result.

 Using a heavier cotton material  
 will for a more structured tie 

Double gauze 
in Denim, £8.50 
per metre, 
croftmill.co.uk

Brushed cotton 
check in Pink, 
£4.99 per metre,  
minerva.com

SIZES  
12-24 
(UK)
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Each month on Facebook, we ask you to help 
us choose a name for our issue’s mascot.
“I chose Beatrice for this fairy because the 
name means bringer of joy and happiness. 
It suits her printed dress, and is also very 
meaningful towards the overall spirit of  
the festive season!” 
Melissa Clewer, Sew reader

Help us to choose a name for next  
month’s mascot at facebook.com/sewhq 

CHOSEN BY YOU

We asked to see your recent projects, and as usual, they’re amazing.  
We love seeing what you stitch – so keep on sharing!

SocialSocial

SEW MAGAZINE  15

During lockdown I had more time 
on my hands, so I started to sew 

again. I discovered that fat quarters 
are not just for quilting and bunting! 
I used them to make face coverings 
for my family and dresses for my 

six-month-old granddaughter.
Pauline Winch

Continued overleaf

Melissa has 
won a year’s 

supply of 
dressmaking 

patterns

H

H
H

H
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H
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H
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H
H
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 I got into sewing 
during lockdown when 
I bought Sew magazine 

for the first time. 
It’s so inspirational, 
even a novice can 
find something to 

try! I’m starting with 
bags as I don’t feel 

confident enough to 
make clothes yet, but 
the patterns included 
look brilliant – I will be 

giving those a go.
Tracey Parker

I made my husband a Japanese-style 
fabric suit for our holiday.

Debbie Carter

 Say Hello to  
 Beatrice! 

Find this 
pretty fairy on

p68

I have been making 
cushions for children 
with their favourite 
characters on. They 

make perfect 
Christmas presents.
Julie Winfield

These are 
adorable, Julie!

This is my Maisie dress 
by Sew Over It. I love 

the colours in this cotton 
fabric, and the 50s style.
 Deborah Sewter
Great work, Deborah!



Write in and  WIN!
Sponsored by Minerva                     www.minerva.com

OUR 
INTEREST
FAVES
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SocialSocial

I made my first 
coat for my 

daughter. I’ve been 
sewing just over a 
year and wanted 
to push myself to 
create this fully 

lined coat that she 
can use for school.

Christine 
Whiting

For more inspiration, check out our Christmas Pinterest boards at @sewhq

Recreate the fun of the theatre from  
your own home with these adorable  

felt Nutcracker characters.  
etsy.com/uk/shop/PollyChromeCrafts

I always leave sewing for Christmas 
until the last minute, but this year I 
decided to start early. I’ve made 

sets of coasters for the family using 
odd bits and pieces from my stash.

Carole Furse

Add a festive touch to your sofa with a 
cushion that captures all the excitement of 

bringing home a real Christmas tree. 
etsy.com/uk/shop/HappyInkyGift

Made up in beautiful vintage linens, this 
advent calendar is the perfect way to make 

every day in December special.  
sewmag.co.uk

I made these animal masks from the October 
issue as stocking fillers for all the little ones  

in my family.
Linda Dibnah 

A back-to-school dress,  
made by me. 

Clair Foskett

I sewed my daughter an 
aerobics outfit. 

Christine Whiting

I made McCall’s 
6558 using an 

African  
Ankara print. 
Fay Reid

This is 
amazing, Fay!



Share your makes via social media @sewhq or email to editorial@sewmag.co.uk

This month our Star Letter winner 
will receive a bumper selection of 
fabrics from Minerva, worth £50. 
minerva.com stitch&share

Share your latest stitchy triumphs with Sew!

SEW MAGAZINE 17

Lockdown meant that I could finally 
tackle my fabric stash and job list. I 
cut out this waistcoat months ago 
using an incredibly cute pineapple 

print cotton, however when I went 
to try it on I discovered I must 

have grown a bit! So, instead of a 
button front, I added some hook 
and eye tape. It fits like a dream, 
and I get lots of compliments. I 

learnt to sew at age seven, sat at 
my mum’s trusty Bernina, and I 
have loved being able to make 
unique creations ever since. I’ve 

recently subscribed to Sew and it’s 
a little bit of excitement to look 

forward to every month. Keep on  
stitching everyone!

Sarah Whistlecraft

The first of three 
reading cushions for 

newborn triplets. 
Carol Sparrow

STYLISH KIDS
I made this outfit (and 
many others!) for my 

friend’s little boy.

Flower Povey-
Jones

 TUCKED UP

A sleepy bunny for my 
granddaughter’s  
first birthday. 

Pauline Dennis 
Such a sweet gift!

For my grandchild due in 
early October.

Denise Pettitt
Congratulations, Denise!

Items for my new 
granddaughter – 

booties, an outfit and 
fidget doo-dahs!

Rachael Hemsley 
What a lovely set!

NEWBORN ESSENTIALS

BUNNY HUGS

FUN AND  
FRUITY 

SWEET DREAMS 

I finished this autumn dress 
yesterday from Simplicity 8875, 
and I’m very pleased with the fit.

Catherine Davies
You look fabulous, Catherine! 

A raglan-sleeved, boat neck smock 
with deep pockets. I used silk with 

an awesome graffiti shark print.
Abi Jackson

 sew
STAR
letter
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www.felicityfabrics.co.uk |  Email: hello@felicityfabrics.co.uk

SPECIAL OFFER 15% OFF ALL ORDERS USING CODE SEWMAG15
Valid until 31st January, not to be used in conjunction with any other offer.
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4  Bonus  
Looks

WITH YOUR  EXCLUSIVE PATTERNS
Feel fabulous in your new winter wardrobe: relax in a smart PJ shirt, sparkle in a sequined  

Christmas jumper, swish about in a soft jersey skirt or dress up in red silk dupion.

YOUR
SIZING  
CHART

TEMPLATE
DOWNLOAD

$
sewmag.co.uk/templates

  8                  10                  12                  14                  16                  18 
Bust 78cm          83cm         88cm           93cm           98cm            103cm  
Waist  59cm          64cm         69cm           74cm           79cm            84cm  
Hip 85cm         88cm          93cm           98cm           103cm         108cm 
Back neck  
to waist 39cm         40cm          41cm           42cm           43cm           44cm

20
108cm
89cm
113cm
45cm

22
113cm
94cm
118cm
46cm

24
118cm
99cm
123cm
47cm

OUR PATTERN 
PROMISE 

All of our patterns are available in 
sizes 8-24* and already include seam 

allowances. Remember to make a toile 
to ensure the best fit for you.

*Excludes covermounted gifts. 
Pattern sizes may vary

All of the patterns  
you need to get started  
are available to download  
at sewmag.co.uk.  
Simply register or  
log-in to begin! 

 Holly top, p26 
 Joy dress, p24 

 Polly PJ shirt, p32 

 Niamh skirt, p36 

19 Exclusive intro 143.indd   1919 Exclusive intro 143.indd   19 01/10/2020   15:0901/10/2020   15:09



           
      

     
    

    
   

  

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   

    
    

     
      

               Brushed viscose check in N
avy and Berry, £8.80 per m

etre, gathernsew.co.uk

Herringbone wool mix in Burgundy, 

 £11 per metre, thesewingcafe.co.uk
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Shiny check couture tweed in Lime and Blue, 

£38 per metre, lintondirect.co.uk

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

    
    

     
      

             
                   Heavy boiled wool in Em

erald, £ 44.99 per m
etre, m

inerva.com

Slipping on a soft wool jacket, tweedy skirt or a fleecy wrap is an easy 
way to bring some ‘hygge’ into your life – and it’ll be all the more 

satisfying for being me-made. Switch to a stronger thread for thicker 
or denser fabrics and areas that experience more stress or    

chafing, such as coat button shanks and holes.

 TIME TO COSY UP IN WONDERFUL WOOLLENS 

SEW
 MA

GA
ZIN

E  2
0

Amann 
Mettler Extra 
Strong thread, 
from £2.90, 
quiltdirect.
co.uk

Hemline metal  
coat loops,  

£2.29 per metre, 
minerva.com

Cartwright 
coat in Sage 

Green, £190, 
boden.co.uk

Gold plastic  
blazer button, 70p, 

thebuttonqueen.co.uk

WINTER WARMERS

20 Fabric page 143.indd   120 Fabric page 143.indd   1 01/10/2020   16:5001/10/2020   16:50
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Studio Shop & Tearoom

Sewing & Craft Tuition, Gift Shop, fabric plus a tearoom.
Within London Road Car park, 

Newark on Trent, Nottinghamshire, NG24 1TN

www.craftybetty.org 
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It’s common for our measurements to 
not match up exactly with the pattern 
that we’d like to use, so knowing how 
to make amendments is a useful skill 
to have to hand. If you are more of  
a pear shape, a hip adjustment is  
something you’ll find very handy,  
and all you need is a tape measure, 
paper and pens. Firstly, take your 
measurements and choose the size 
closest to your waist measurement  
on the envelope, taking note of the 
difference to your hip size. In the steps 
below, the hips need to be increased  
by 5cm; divide this amount by four to 
increase each fabric piece by 1.25cm on 
each side seam.

1 Place the pattern over a sheet of paper 
and draw around the edge of the area to 
be adjusted (shown here in red). Use 

pattern weights, and cardboard underneath 
to pin into.

2 Draw a line 1.5cm from the top of the 
pattern to mark the waistline. If it 
doesn’t have a hip line, measure from 

your waist to hip and mark on the pattern. 
Also mark the seam allowance at the side.

3 Measure 1.25cm out from the hip  
line and mark this on the paper as a 
horizontal bar of the correct length; the 

outer point of the bar will be the new width 
of this piece at the hip.

5 Remove the pin, and reinsert it where 
the new hip mark and seam allowance 
cross. Pivot again to make the edge 

parallel to the original line, then finish 
drawing the edge.

4 Insert a pin where the waistline 
crosses the seam allowance. Pivot 
the pattern, so that the hip line 

meets the end of the horizontal bar. Draw 
on the paper from the top to the hip.

6 Trim out the new shape and use  
this in the toile, before cutting out  
the revised pattern in the final  

fabric, ensuring that the hip adjustment  
is correct and needs no futher tweaks.

Debbie Shore’s 

show  
& tell

For more great tips from Debbie, visit halfyardsewingclub.com

SEW MAGAZINE  23
DRESSMAKING

making a hip adjustment 

0023 Debbie Shore 143 PD.indd   230023 Debbie Shore 143 PD.indd   23 01/10/2020   14:2801/10/2020   14:28



ww

SEW
 MA

GA
ZIN

E  2
4

Sultry silk dupion reaches fashionable new heights with this vintage-inspired frock, 
that’s perfect for party season. Designed by Posner and Posner, the pattern  

will walk you through inserting zips and sleeves, attaching collars and facings,  
plus perfecting those show-stopping skirt pleats – advanced beginners are  

sure to adore the challenge!

Want sew-it-yourself 
starlet style? Make our  Essentials

Fabric: silk dupion, 3m (140cm); 
lining, 75cm 
Fusible interfacing, 50cm 
Concealed zip, 30cm

Sizes
8-24

Cutting guide  
Front bodice: cut one on the  
fold from fabric, and one on the  
fold from lining
Back bodice: cut one on the  
fold from fabric, and one on the  
fold from lining
Front waistband: cut one on  
the fold from fabric, and one on  
the fold from lining
Back waistband: cut one on  
the fold from fabric, and one on  
the fold from lining
Front and back skirt: cut two  
on the fold
Front facing: cut one on the fold 
from fabric, and one on the fold 
from fusible interfacing
Back facing: cut one on the fold 
from fabric, and one on the fold 
from fusible interfacing
Sleeves: cut two
Collar: cut two on the fold from 
fabric, and one on the fold from 
fusible interfacing
Collar tab: cut one

1.5cm seam allowance used 
throughout, unless otherwise stated.

Get started

the zip, then stitch. Press the 
seam open, then press in the 
seam allowance down the rest of 
the side seam. Pin and stitch the 
right side seam, then press the 
seam open. Turn up 1.5cm at the 
bottom of the lining and press. 
Place the bodice lining in 
position, wrong sides together, 
inside the dress bodice. Line up 
the shoulder seams, centre-front 
and back notches. Stitch the 
lining in position around the 
neck, close to the edge and 
around the edge of the armholes. 

TEMPLATE
DOWNLOAD

$
sewmag.co.uk/templates

IN SIZES 8-24

 Pre-wash your silk fabric before you get    
 started to avoid the garment shrinking 

1 Download the templates 
from sewmag.co.uk, then 
print out and follow the 

cutting guide. Pin and stitch the 
darts in the front and back 
bodice, and the front and back 
bodice lining. Press the waist 
darts towards the side edge and 
the bust darts down. With right 
sides together and matching the 
centre notches, sew the front 
waistband to the front bodice, 
and the back waistband to the 
back bodice. Repeat for the 
lining pieces, then press the 
seams down.

2 To make the pleats in the 
front and back skirt, fold 
along the marked lines, 

right sides facing; each one 
should be folded facing towards 
the side of the skirt, with seven 
pleats at each side of the centre. 

6 Pin the pressed edge of the 
left side seam of the lining 
in position, around the edge 

of the zip, and slip-stitch in place. 
Pin the pressed bottom edge of 
the lining over the seam, where 
the bodice is joined to the skirt, 
and slip-stitch in place. Apply 
fusible interfacing to one of the 
collar pieces. Place the two collar 
pieces, right sides together, then 
pin and stitch around the outer 
curved edge. Clip the curves and 
trim the seam.  

Joy Dress

Stitch close to the top of the 
pleats at the waist edge to secure 
in place, then press the pleats 
down for the first 5cm. With right 
sides together, pin the skirts to 
the bottom of the front and back 
waistband, matching the centres 
with the side edges level, then 
sew in place and press the seam 
up towards the bodice.

3 Place the top of the zip at 
the marked notch on the 
left side seam, then pin and 

stitch one side of the zip. Pin the 
other side of the zip in place, 
making sure the seams of the 
waistband are level, then sew. 
Stitch the side seam above the 
zip, towards the armhole, and 
neaten the edges. Sew the side 
seam below the zip and neaten 
the edges. Secure the bottom of 
the zip to the seam allowance 
with a few hand stitches.

4 Pin and sew the other  
side seam, matching the 
notches and making sure 

the seams of the waistband are 
level. Neaten the edges and press 
the seam. Pin the back and front 
at the shoulder seam, matching 
the notches and sew together. 
Press the seam open. Pin the 
front and back bodice lining, 
right sides together at the 
shoulder, and stitch. Press the 
seam open.

5 Pin the left side seam of the 
bodice lining up to the 
notch, marking the top of 

024-025 RedSilkdress PD.indd   24024-025 RedSilkdress PD.indd   24 02/10/2020   12:1302/10/2020   12:13
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Want sew-it-yourself 
starlet style? Make our  

DRESSMAKING

fabric 
shopper

Ruby Red
A luxurious fabric, such as this 
pure silk dupion in shade Ruby, 
will bring effortless glamour to a 
special-occasion design. £18.99 

per metre, minerva.com

sizes 8-24
7 With right sides together,   

pin the ends of the collar 
together, then stitch and trim 

the seam. Press the centre seam 
open and turn the collar to the right 
side. Press the collar edge on the 
line of the seam. Fold the collar tab 
in half lengthways and stitch a 
6mm seam. Turn the tab to the 
right side and press the seam in the 
centre of the tab.  Place one end of 
the tab right sides together, at the 
centre of the front neckline, then 
stitch in place close to the edge. The 
other end of the tab will be  
secured in place later.  

8 Pin the collar in position 
around the neckline, 
matching the centre-back 

notches; the front seam of the 
collar should be at the centre front, 
level with the tab. Stitch the collar 
in place. Fold the other end of the 
tab over the centre of the 
collar and secure in place. 
You can add little pleats or 
gathers to each side of 
the collar under the tab 
if you wish, or simply 
tighten the tab.

9 Apply fusible 
interfacing to the 
back and front neck 

facing pieces. Join the facings at 
the shoulder seam, then trim and 
press the shoulder seam open. 
Neaten the edge of the facing. 
Position the facing around the 
neckline, over the collar and the 
collar tab; you may need to trim  
the end of the collar tab if there is 
excess fabric. Stitch around the 
neckline through all of the layers. 
Clip around the curved edge of the 
seam and trim, then under-stitch. 
Press the facing to the inside of the 
dress, with the collar folded flat on 
the edge of the neckline. Slip-
stitch the facing in place on  
the inside of the dress.

10Pin and stitch the seam 
of each of the sleeves, 
then neaten the edge and 

press it towards the back on each 
sleeve. Insert the sleeve, matching 
the underarm seam and notches. 
Sew and neaten the edge of the 
seam, then press towards the sleeve.  
Turn up the sleeve hem to the 
desired length and stitch, then 
repeat for skirt at the desired  
length and sew.

024-025 RedSilkdress PD.indd   25024-025 RedSilkdress PD.indd   25 02/10/2020   10:2902/10/2020   10:29
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Whether you’re celebrating the annual Christmas Jumper day or hoping to 
don something cheery at the dinner table, this simple top from Posner 
and Posner is bound to become a seasonal favourite. Other Christmas 

shapes can be made using felt and sequins too! Why not switch the tree for a 
glittering star or bauble design? 

Time to shine? We think so! 
Make our five-step  

Essentials
Fabric: jersey, 2m (160cm); sequin 
mesh, 25cm square
Black felt, two, 25cm square
Fusible interfacing, 50cm

Sizes
8-24

Cutting guide  
Front: cut one on the fold 
Back: cut one on the fold 
Sleeve: cut two 
Back neck facing: cut one on 
the fold from fabric, and one  
on the fold from interfacing 
Front neck facing: cut one on 
the fold from fabric, and one  
on the fold from interfacing

Get started

Core
Skill

SEQUIN TIPS 

TEMPLATE
DOWNLOAD

$
sewmag.co.uk/templates

IN SIZES 8-24

 Short on time? Skip the appliqué  
 and make our three-step top 

Make the tree 
appliqué 

1 Download the pattern from 
sewmag.co.uk, then print 
out and follow the cutting 

guide. Apply fusible interfacing 
to the back of both black felt 
squares. Draw around the 
Christmas tree outer template 
onto the interfacing of each 
piece, then cut out both. On 
one piece, draw around the 
inner Christmas tree template 
in the centre and cut out the 
centre to make a frame. 

2 Place sequin fabric on top 
of the first piece of felt 
and position the 

Christmas tree frame piece 
over the top, sandwiching the 
sequins in the middle. Trim 
any excess fabric and cut away 
sequins that are in the way of 
the stitching line. Hand- or 
machine-stitch together on the 
inside and the outer edge of the 
shape. Position on the front 
piece of the T-shirt and hand- 
or machine-stitch in place.

Create the jersey top

1 Apply fusible interfacing to 
the front and back facings. 
Pin and stitch the facings 

together at the shoulders and 
press the seam open. Neaten 

Holly Top

the bottom edge of the facing. 
With right sides together, pin the 
front and back at the shoulder 
and stitch, then neaten the edge 
and press the seam towards the 
back. Position the facing around 
the neck, matching the centre 
front, back and notches. Pin and 
stitch in place. 

2 Trim the seam and 
understitch the facing 
around the neck. Turn the 

facing to the wrong side and 
press around the neck edge. 
Secure the facing by a few hand 
stitches at the shoulder seam 
allowance. Position the sleeves 
in place, right sides together, 
then match the notches, pin and 
stitch. Trim the seam and 
neaten the edge, then press the 
seam towards the sleeve. 

3 Pin the T-shirt together at 
the underarm and side 
seams, matching the 

notches; the seam at the 
underarm should be level.  
Stitch from the end of the sleeve 
down to the hem of the T-shirt. 
Trim the seam and neaten the 
edge, then press towards the 
back. Neaten the edges of the 
sleeves and the T-shirt hem. 
Turn and press the hems on the 
sleeve and on the T-shirt and 
stitch in place. 

026-027 SequinTreeJumper PD.indd   26026-027 SequinTreeJumper PD.indd   26 02/10/2020   10:3402/10/2020   10:34



ww

SEW MAGAZINE  27

Time to shine? We think so! 
Make our five-step  

DRESSMAKING

fabric 
shopper

Twinkle, twinkle
Catch the light with a multi-

coloured sequin mesh, paired with 
a cotton jersey in shade Dark 

Teal. Jersey, £10.99 per metre; 
sequin mesh, £16.99 per 

metre, minerva.com

Cut a scrap of sequinned 
fabric and put it to one 

side – these spare sequins 
may come in handy if you 
notice any ‘bald spots’ at a 
later date. When pressing 
your top, remember to 

turn it inside out and cover 
the appliqué section with a 
presser cloth as the sequins 
are plastic and could melt 
under heat. Finally, you 
may want to use an old 

pair of scissors to avoid the 
sequins dulling your favourite 

dressmaking pair. 

Core
Skill

SEQUIN TIPS 
sizes 8-24

026-027 SequinTreeJumper PD.indd   27026-027 SequinTreeJumper PD.indd   27 01/10/2020   14:5801/10/2020   14:58
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Walking Skirt
by Folkwear
Difficulty:
As the Victorian age drew to a close and 
the Edwardian age dawned, the Walking 
Skirt became de rigueur, as it was both 
comfortable and yet unencumbered by 
bustles and hoops. This period-inspired 
pattern can be made full- or street-length, 
while the voluptuous S-curve shape, 
created with tiny gathers below the  
back waist, provides the fullness that  
gives its characteristic shape. From  
£10, folkwear.com

The best from 
independent 

designers

indie
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8

PATTERN
PICKS

Dahlia Dress
by The Patterns Room

Difficulty:
Delicate frills and a softly gathered waist 
make for a beautifully feminine dress to 
don at any upcoming occasion. The neck 
and armholes are discreetly finished with 
narrow panels, while sewers can pick 
from an on-trend midi length, or go short 
for the summer months. This pattern 
also comes with the option to make a 
beautiful top, too – make both designs in 

sumptuously-soft knit fabrics. From 
£9.50, thepatternsroom.com

Si
ze

s 6
-22

 

Sizes 8-26

 

Sizes 8-26
 

Sizes 6-22

Florence 
Skirt 

by SIZE:me Sewing
Difficulty:

Close fitting from the natural 
waist to the hip, before gently 
floating down to mid-calf, the 
Florence Skirt is perfect with 

woolly tights and boots as  
winter takes hold. Available  

as a download, paper and  
SIZE:me custom pattern,  

sewers can also benefit from the 
follow-along YouTube tutorial 

that accompanies this stunning 
design. In no time, you’ll have got 

to grips with zips, creating darts, 
gathering and hems. From £9, 

sizemesewing.co.uk
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The Blazer 
by The Avid Seamstress
Difficulty:
Ready for any occasion, The Blazer is an 
indispensable garment that you can 
wear to work, on the school run, paired 
with jeans for a busy weekend or around 
your shoulders for a chic night out. With 
a stylish relaxed fit, the pattern features 
shoulder darts, front pockets, panelled 
sleeves and is fully lined. It‘s a great 
introduction to tailoring and is aimed  
at intermediate seamstresses.  
£17, theavidseamstress.co.uk

Swing Jacket 
by Sew Different

Difficulty:
Amidst the Christmas chaos,  

you’ll be crying out for a simple 
pattern that you can whip up in a 

crafternoon. With no fussy 
fastenings or lining, Sew Different’s 

Swing Jacket offers large pockets 
integrated into the front diagonal 

seam. The wide trim acts as a 
facing, and the design is finished 
off with grown-on, three quarter-

length sleeves. You’ll also find 
lengthen lines marked to allow you 
to alter the body and sleeve length 

to suit you – genius! From £9, 
sewdifferent.co.uk

advertorial

 

Siz
es 8-26

The Gathered 
Dress
by The Avid Seamstress
Difficulty:
The Gathered Dress has been created with 
the modern woman in mind. Designed to 
strike the balance between style and 
comfort, you’ll be marvelling at its little 
details, which include raglan sleeves, and a 
charming gathered waist at the back, plus  
a slim-front silhouette, invisible zip and two 
different sleeve lengths. It’s an ideal pattern 
for beginners, or intermediate sewers  
who crave a quick easy sew. £16.50, 
theavidseamstress.co.uk

 

Si
ze

s 6
-22

 KID’S  
VERSION 

AVAILABLE!

 

Si
ze

s 6
-22

28-29 Indie Pattern Picks 143.indd   228-29 Indie Pattern Picks 143.indd   2 01/10/2020   12:5101/10/2020   12:51



If you’re looking for a fabric that 
exudes luxury and glamour, 

there’s only one front runner. 
Affectionately coined as the 

Queen of Textiles, the lustrous 
sheen and texture of a top-

quality silk provides an instant 
hit of opulence. However, 
whether you’re planning a 

new party dress or a statement 
power suit, you’ll need a little 
extra patience when working 
with this material, especially 
if it’s an expensive one. Extra 
sharp needles are essential,  

and we recommend  
a lightweight interfacing  

for added strength. 

Sumptuous 
In SilkS 

“Silk dupion has a slub that 
gives it a textured effect.  

It’s a fabric with a beautiful 
sheen, that makes it ideal  

for everything from 
bridalwear to ball  

gowns. It is also excellent   
for embroidery,  

patchwork, goldwork,  
and so much more!”

Hilary Williams, owner at  
The Silk Route

1  Indian Silk Dupion in Evening Glow,
£22.50 per metre

2  Indian Silk Dupion in Burgundy,
£22.50 per metre3  Indian Silk Dupion in Perigot,
£22.50 per metre

4  Indian Silk Dupion in Royal Blue,
£22.50 per metre5  Indian Silk Dupion in Midnight,
£22.50 per metre

All of the featured fabrics are available from  
thesilkroute.co.uk

5 HOT BUYS
1

2

3

4

5
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Stitch the Look

Silk Satin Shirt, £130, 
purecollection.com



During one of my random internet 
browsing escapades, I stumbled 
on a page full of stitching-related 
questions asked by the public on 
Google. My mind was blown after 

seeing the increased interest during lockdown, 
with questions ranging from when machines 
would be restocked in stores and online, to how 
to start making clothes at home. I popped to 
my local sewing machine shop and had a socially 
distanced question-and-answer session with the 
owner, and found out that our craft is currently 
growing like mad! In a bid to answer questions 
surrounding how to make wearable clothing, here 
are my three key areas to consider for success:

 PLAN: Even though it is nearly impossible 
to make a perfect plan, I consider a project 
to be successful if I can work out every detail 
beforehand. After gathering inspiration from 
your favourite sources, note the important items 
to buy and new skills to be researched, such as 
shirring, stitching in the ditch, etc. Putting this 
thought in at the start can help to avoid that 
feeling of being overwhelmed or frustrated 
mid-project. I use my Style With A Plan Sewing 
Planner to organise myself, and you can find it on 
my website, sewsonatural.com.

 FIT: Nothing satisfies a 
sewer like a pattern that 
results in a perfectly fitted 
garment. However, it is 
nearly impossible to find 
a pattern that fits every 

woman like a glove. A few tweaks and adjustments 
often need to be made using test material, before 
you use your chosen fashion fabric. I love to use 
old bedding, especially for a bodice section – just to 
ensure the ultimate fit, before I jump in to making 
the final item. Elisalex of By Hand London has an 
ebook called The Bodice Fitting Companion that 
I love for refreshing my memory about full bust 
adjustments and so on. 

 FINISH: There are certain final touches 
that instantly downgrade a me-made garment if 
omitted. Pressing seams open, trimming threads, 
understitching neck facings, neatly finished raw edges 

 

JULIET IS IN A REFLECTIVE MOOD, AND HERE SHE 
SHARES HER LATEST STITCHY PONDERINGS

IN THE LOOP WITH
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Juliet Uzor

To see more behind-the-seams action, follow Juliet on Instagram @julietuzor_  
or catch up with her on YouTube at SewSoNatural

    Nothing satisfies 
a sewer like a 

pattern that results 
in a perfectly fitted 

garment

“  

”

Want to meet Juliet in person? Book 
your place on one of her workshops, 

just visit sewsonatural.com

 I love this ebook for  
 refreshing my memory on  

 pattern adjustments

 my dress, inspired by an 
 existing garment 

and proper hems, all give handmade clothes a 
professional look and must not be overlooked.

In our podcast, un:CUT The makers, Atia, 
Alice and I open up about some real-life 
situations that sewists go through, including 
fails, successes and how we use sewing to get 
some selfish me-time away from the world – 
including the occasional pang of guilt for not 
sharing our hobby by doing it for others. We 
also have welcomed a few members of the 
crafting community onto our podcast to share 
their journey too, and it has been so interesting 
to learn about a person’s reasons for picking up 
stitching as a hobby or even a career. We would 
love more people to come on board and share 
their stories, and journey so far, with the rest of 
the community on this podcast. Send us a quick 
email to hello.uncutpodcast@gmail.com.

Recently, I shared a video on YouTube 
detailing my experience remaking a ready-to-
wear garment, which was in collaboration with 
Victoria Lucille Anne – a doctor and sewer in 
the States. I talked about my concerns about 
‘copying’ another designer and this sparked a 
lot of conversation about sewists being inspired 
by other designers. When do we draw the 
line between copying designs we see on the 
high street, in clothing stores and in fashion 
magazines? Do we get a special pass because we 
are able to source fabrics by ourselves, cut and 
stitch them in any way we wish to? 

I did end up creating a colourful maxi  
dress with shoulder straps, using Ankara fabric  
as opposed to polka dot as in the inspiration 
garment. I also changed the design from six  
tiers to four and how the gathered fabrics  
were attached. It was a fun experience and I 
would love to try adapting another garment 
design – maybe something with a bit of shirring,  
a sewing skill that I have never ever tried. If I  
do, I will be updating you in the next issue.  
Till then, enjoy your creative time and make 
something awesome!

Juliet x

Juliet is the 2019 champion of The Great British 
Sewing Bee. Previously a primary school teacher, 

you'll now find her busy blogging or on her 
YouTube channel, SewSoNatural.

 ATIA, Alice and I, the team 
 at un:CUT The makers podcast! 
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Too good to keep just for bedtime, Amanda Walker’s cosy top is one to  
potter in, or consider remaking in another woven fabric as a warm shirt!  

Choose a lightweight brushed cotton for home comfort and discover how to  
create a perfect collar, work buttonholes and use edgestitching for a neat finish. 
Complete your new outfit with the PJ bottoms in part two, coming next month.

Part one of our nightwear  
duo starts with the

 Polly PJ Shirt

 create your perfect contrast piping  
 with bias binding and fine cord 

4 Attach piping around the 
edge of the interfaced 
collar. With right sides 

facing, sew the two collar pieces 
together, leaving the neck edge 
open. Trim away the bulk, turn 
to the right side and push out  
the edges, then press. On one of 
the collar pieces, clip the neck 
edge at the two notches 
indicated to become the top 
collar; fold and press this section 
up inside the collar.  

5 Match the two fronts to  
the back, right sides 
together, then pin and 

stitch the shoulder seams. Press 
the seam allowances open. 
Match the centre of the under 
collar with the centre-back neck 
edge of the back. Match the 
notches on the collar to the 
notches and dots on the shirt, 
then sew the collar to the neck of 
the shirt, leaving the centre 
section of the top collar unsewn. 

6 Stitch piping to the two 
outer curved edges of the 
facings from the base of 

the shirt to the dot marked on 
the pattern, leaving a 1cm length 
extending over the end of the 
stitching line. Match the front 
facings to the front shirt using 
the dots and notches, and 
sandwiching the collar between 
the shirt and the facing. 

7 Sew in place around the 
neck edge and down the 
centre-front opening. Stitch 

across the facing, 2.5cm from the 

pattern
DOWNLOAD

$
sewmag.co.uk/templates

IN SIZES 8-24

Essentials
Fabric: 1.7m (150cm)
Lightweight fusible interfacing
Fine cord 
Bias binding
Buttons, four

Sizes
8-24

Cutting guide  
Back: cut one on the fold
Front: cut two
Collar: cut two in fabric and  
one in interfacing
Front facing: cut two in fabric  
and two in interfacing
Sleeve: cut two
Pocket base: cut one
Pocket top: cut one

1.5cm seam allowance used 
throughout, unless otherwise stated.

Get started

1 Download the pattern from 
sewmag.co.uk, then print 
out and follow the cutting 

guide. Fuse the interfacing to the 
facings and one of the collars. To 
make the piping, press out the 
folded edges of the bias binding. 
Lay the cord in the centre of  
the strip and fold the binding 
over it, matching the raw edges 
together. Stitch close to the cord 
with a zipper foot.

2 Neaten the following seam 
edges: shoulder, side edges 
of the back and fronts, 

outside edges of the facings  
and the sleeve side edges. Sew a 
strip of piping to the top of the 
pocket base. Lay the pocket top 
over the base with right sides 
together and stitch, sandwiching 
the piping in the seam. 

3 Turn the top of the pocket 
over on the foldline and 
sew down the two ends. 

Clip the corners, turn the pocket 
facing to the wrong side and 
tease out the corners. Press the 
remaining edges to the wrong 
side. Pin the pocket to the 
position marked on the front 
right-hand pattern piece and 
edgestitch in place.

bottom of the shirt; this will 
become the start of the hem. 
Remove the bulk and clip the 
curve of the front neckline. Turn 
the facing to the inside, sharpen 

the edges and press. Clip the 
seam allowance on the neck 
edge to match the snips on the 
top collar. 
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fabric 
shopper

Dotty about Spots
Be soothed to sleep wearing this 
soft brushed in a 100% cotton 
polka dot print in Navy, £6.75 
per metre, fabricguys.com

8 Fold the raw edges up 
inside the collar at the 
open section, pin the 

pressed edge over the 
stitching line and hand- or 
machine-sew to close neatly. 
Slip-stitch the shoulder 
edges  of the front facings to 
the shoulder seams of the 
shirt. Match the side seams 
together, pin and sew, then 
press the seams open.

9 On each sleeve, create 
a row of gathering 
stitches around the 

sleeve head from the front 
notch to the back notches. 
Match, pin and sew the 
underarm sleeve seams 
together, right sides facing, 
press the seams open, then 
turn the sleeves to the right 
side. Pull the gathering 
threads up slightly and place 
the sleeve into the armhole.

10 Match the side  
seams and 
underarm seam  

of the sleeve, then the  
notch in the centre of the 
sleeve to the notch at the 
end of the shoulder seam. 
Adjust the gathers to fit the 
armhole, then pin and stitch 
in place. Overlock the seam 
edges together.

11 Fold and press 1cm, 
then another 1.5cm 
around the hem of 

the sleeves and the hem at 
the base of the shirt. 
Machine edgestitch in place. 
Make four buttonholes on 
the right-hand front as 
marked on the pattern and 
sew corresponding buttons 
to the opposite side.

sizes 8-24
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Q  What top three tools would you  
suggest to speed up my sewing?

Suzanne French

Kate says
I’ve had to ponder what my top three  
tools would be and I think that these are the ones 
that have really helped:
1. A cutting mat and rotary cutter (OK, so that  
is technically two but they work together, so I am 
counting them as one!). If you want to reduce the 
time taken over the cutting process, then these are 
really two items you should think about investing in. 
You can use weights on your fabric and patterns, 
and thereby lose the need to spend time pinning at 
this stage. 
2. My magnetic pin dish. How many times have you 
been sewing something and knocked your pot of 
pins onto the floor? I know… a lot! Trust me, you 
won’t look back, it’s a game changer, and for not 
much money either.
3. An overlocker. I admit this is a pricey tool, 
and it is an extra machine to store, but it’s one I 
wouldn’t live without. It leaves the insides of your 
garments nicely finished and saves loads of time in 
the process. I hope these tool tips help you to sew 
more quickly!

SOS here to
help
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Q I want to make two tops 
from the same pattern, 

have you got any shortcuts 
that would allow me to 
‘batch-make’ them?
Ellie Angelos

Heather says
When I’m batch-sewing, I try to group like with like. Cut  

and prep everything at the same time so it’s ready to 
go, and stitch and press each step for both projects before 

moving onto the next. Try to use the same colour thread for 
both projects, that way you’re not switching in between. To 
sew like a pro, don’t snip your threads in between stitch lines, 
simply carry on to your next piece and create a ‘chain’, then 
trim the threads all in one go when you’re done.

The key to working quickly may seem like a contradiction: don’t rush! Take your time and 
do things properly, which will save delays from ripping out mistakes later on. For example, 
avoid cutting fabrics for both projects by layering them up to only trim out once – it will be 
very hard for your rotary cutter or scissors to get through all that material. And don’t skip 
pressing – it is the true secret to gorgeous creations. I really think that the key to batch-
making is to plan ahead to maximise efficiency, rather than trying to hurry through each  
step as quickly as possible!

WANT TO STITCH ON THE DOUBLE?  
JUST FOLLOW OUR EXPERT’S TIPS! 

 make our speedy Ria dress,  
 FREE Download at SEWMAG.CO.UK 

20% off*
your entire ORDER  

at closet core!
Use code: 

SEWMAGNOVEMBER
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TURN TO 
PAGE 53 FOR OUR 

SPECIAL FEATURE ON  
BATCH-MAKING

 Cielo dress and top pattern  
 up to UK size 32, from £12.50, 

 store.closetcorepatterns.com 
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TIME-SAVING 

TOOLS

KATE 
UNDERDOWN
Kate founded The 
Fold Line with sewist 
Rachel Walker for 
an online sewing 
community that has 
been a stitcher’s go-to 
site for tips, hacks and 
advice since 2015!
thefoldline.com

SEW MAGAZINE  35

here to
help

 MEREDITH DRESS, FROM £9, 
 SEWOVERIT.CO.UK 

HEATHER LOU
Pattern designer and 
sewing educator 
Heather is the 
founder of recently 
rebranded Closet 
Core Patterns, a 
sewing company for 
the modern maker.
closetcore 
patterns.com

LISA COMFORT
Lisa set up Sew Over 
It in 2011 with one 
aim – to teach as 
many people as 
possible how to 
stitch. Today the 
store offers patterns, 
fabrics, workshops 
and so much more.
sewoverit.co.uk

Speed up your stitching with  
this selection of staples.

tip!
A mid-tone grey thread is often 
invisible for a range of fabrics 

and prints, so no need to 
rethread your machine!

Heather Lou,    Closet Core    Patterns

Got a stitchy question for us? Email us at editorial@sewmag.co.uk or message us at  
facebook.com/sewhq and we’ll do our best to answer it!

 Pink cutting mat  
 40cm x 60cm, £32.40,  

 prym.com 

3034DWT 
overlocker, £279, 

sewingcraft.
brother.eu

Q Does sewing with 
an overlocker save 

time compared to using 
a regular machine?  
Kirsty Fletcher

Lisa says
An overlocker is an extra sewing 
machine that is typically used to ‘finish’ 
or secure the raw edges on fabrics and 
stop them from fraying. It has a blade 
that trims off the uneven edge, before 
encasing it with a series of looped 
threads. Typically, you’ll sew a seam on 
a normal machine, before finishing the 
edges of the seam allowances together 
with the overlocker. If using a knit 
fabric, it can also be used to sew whole 
garments, with the exception of hems. 
Machines with four threads can also sew 
seams while finishing raw edges – a real 
boon! Creating a garment solely on this 
type of model saves time, because you’re 
stitching the seam just once, rather than 
twice, and offers a lovely finish.
    Sew Over It’s Meredith and Thea 
dresses can both be sewn almost 
exclusively on an overlocker, as can the 
Edie and Molly tops. It’s wise to take it 
slow until you get to know your machine; 
you can get to grips with overlockers in 
Sew Over It’s new Stitch School class: 
Intro to Overlocking. Of course, you can 
still get a great finish on any garment by 
selecting the right stitch for the task at 
hand with your regular machine, it may 
just take that little bit longer.

 Magnetic pincushion  
 with glass-headed  

 pins, £10.35, prym.com 

 Fiskars titanium loop  
 softgrip rotary cutter, visit  

 grovesltd.co.uk 

 Mini steam iron,
 £36, prym.com
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With just one-and-a-half metres of fabric and a couple of habby essentials to hand, 
midi magic is yours for the taking. This versatile five-step skirt by Amanda 

Walker has been designed with stretch knits in mind, and makes for a great  
next step for the novice sewers among us. Plus – as if you needed any more 

persuasion – it’s got handy in-seam pockets too!

Chic and comfy in equal 
measure, make our Essentials

Stretch knit fabric, 1.5m (150cm)
Elastic, 2.5cm wide 
Fusible stretch interfacing

Sizes
8-24

Cutting guide  
Front skirt: cut one on the fold
Back skirt: cut one on the fold 
Pocket bag: cut one pair
Back pocket bag: cut one pair
Front waistband: cut one  
in fabric and one in fusible  
stretch interfacing
Back waistband: cut one

1.5cm seam allowance  
used throughout, unless 
otherwise stated. 

Get started

TEMPLATE
DOWNLOAD

$
sewmag.co.uk/templates

IN SIZES 8-24

 Switch to a ballpoint needle when  
 sewing with stretch knits 1 Download the pattern from 

sewmag.co.uk, then print 
out and follow the cutting 

guide. Fuse a strip of interfacing 
to the wrong side of the slanted 
edges on the front skirt and  
the slanted pocket bag edges. 
Position the pocket bags along 
the slanted edges of the front 
skirt, right sides facing. Match, 
pin and stitch across. Turn the 
pocket bags to the wrong side of 
the skirt, tease out the seam, 
then press flat. 

2 Position the back pocket 
bag pieces behind the 
pocket bags, matching the 

curves and making sure that the 
side edges are running smoothly 
along the side seams, below the 
edge of the pocket. Pin and stitch 
from the top waistline, around 
the pocket bag to the side seams, 
then neaten the edges. Press flat 
and sew the pocket layers to  
the skirt at the side edge and 
waistline; ensure the stitching 
lines are hidden within the  
seam allowance to secure the 
layers together.

3 Lay the front skirt over the 
back skirt, right sides facing. 
Match the side seams and 

stitch together. Neaten all of the 
seam allowances together and 
press towards the back of the 
skirt. Cut a length of elastic that 

Niamh Skirt

will fit slightly stretched, but 
comfortably, across the back of 
your waistline. Stitch the two 
ends of the elastic to the two 
ends of the back waistband, just 
below the fold line marked on 
the back waistband piece. 

4 Fuse interfacing to the 
front waistband, then 
match, pin and stitch the 

two ends to the two ends of the 
back waistband, sandwiching 
the ends of the elastic inside the 
seam. Fold the waistband in 
half, over the elastic, matching 
the raw edges together. Stitch 
through the waistband, just 
below the elastic and across the 
front waistband. Sew the back 
in sections and move the 
waistband along the elastic  
as it gathers.

5 Match the top of each side 
seam to the seams in the 
waistband, making sure 

the elasticated part is attaching 
to the back skirt. Secure in 
place. As before, the back will 
need to be done in sections as 
the elastic is smaller than the 
waistband. Neaten the seam 
allowances together, fold the 
waistband up and the seam 
allowance down into the skirt. 
Neaten around the base of the 
skirt, turn up the neatened edge 
and machine stitch a narrow 
hem in place. Press the hem  
flat to finish. 
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fabric 
shopper

Spot of Rouge
A soft-to-touch stretch jersey  
that’s bespeckled with blooms 

will always make for a wardrobe 
winner in our eyes. £8.89 per 

metre, stoffstil.co.uk

Fabric with a bit of stretch, 
such as this one, needs to be 
cut out and handled gently.  
If any of the pattern pieces 
are stretched out of shape 
when you stitch, this will 

cause your garment to look 
distorted. To avoid this,  

make sure there’s plenty of 
space for the material to be 

fully supported. 

Core
Skill

KNIT 
KNOWLEDGE 

sizes 8-24
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£240+ worth of Simplicity patterns over the year!
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next month’s  
2 BONUS 
patterns

FREE*8m Fabric Bundle EXCLUSIVE

GIVEAWAY!

Win!

H

These gorgeous  
fabrics can be used  
for all seasons, as the 
materials and beautiful 
colours are so versatile. 
What are you waiting for?  
Add a unique touch to  
your wardrobe today! 

 
 WORTH
£50!

BUNDLE INCLUDES:
 2.5m Ethnic Print Scuba  
Jersey, 150cm wide

 3m Omega Crepe, 150cm wide
  2.5m Chiffon, 150cm wide
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window through to the back, 
then iron flat. Stitch on the zip 
down both sides, taking the 
window  and zip tape into the 
seam, leaving out the main 
panel. Sew along the diagonals 
on the zip and the window 
piece, still without taking in the 
main panel.

6 Sew on the folded pocket 
back, only taking the 
window piece, the zip,  

and the lining into the seam, 
stitching over the previous seam 
lines [Fig.6]. Assemble the rest 
of the lining (the front and back 
panels, plus gusset), leaving an 
opening of around 20cm in the 
seam at the bottom.

7 To assemble the body of 
the bag, iron two layers of 
thin interfacing onto the 

bag gusset. Prepare two pieces of 
thin interfacing for the front 
and back panels. Cut two front 
panels and two back panels in a 
semi-rigid plastified interfacing, 
trimming off 1.25cm all the way 
round. Iron the band of semi-
rigid interfacing between the 

two pieces of thin interfacing, 
ensuring that it is centred. 

8 Stitch this support around 
the front and back panels, 
7mm from the edge. Turn 

under 1cm along the straight edge 
of the top part of the flap and 
topstitch to the back of the bag    
at the markers, 1mm and 5mm 
from the edges; do not take  
the underside of the flap into  
the seam. 

9 Sew on the gusset, taking 
care with the corners of the 
bag under the flap on the 

back: the end point of each seam 
must be at exactly the same place. 
Attach the snap fasteners to the 
sides of the gusset, at the position 
shown on the pattern. Sew on the 
lining and turn the right way out.

10 Through the hole in the 
lining, topstitch the 
inside of the bag to 

ensure that the lining lies flat, 
then sew up the opening in the 
lining using slip-stitch. To add the 
chain, open up the ring at one end 
and attach it to the ring at the 
other end using pliers.

3 Sew along the lines you 
have drawn; you don’t need 
to start again at each new 

line, stitch, turn the fabric and 
sew along the edge until you 
reach the next line [Fig.3]. Sew 
the top onto the underside of the 
flap, which is not padded, 
stopping 1.25cm before the line 
where it will be attached to the 
main body of the bag and clip 
here. Mark the position of the 
eyelets, then set into the flap, 
ensuring that each one passes 
through all of the layers [Fig.4].

4 To prepare a pocket in the 
lining, place the pocket 
window on the back of the 

bag, right sides together. Take the 
dimensions of the zip and draw a 
centred box in the window piece 
using an erasable pen. Draw a 
central horizontal ‘reserve’ line 
and small diagonals into the 
corners of the box. Sew around 
the rectangle outline of the box 
you have drawn.

5 Cut along the reserve line 
and the small diagonals 
[Fig.5]. Turn the pocket 

1

4

2

5

3

6

1 Download the templates at 
sewmag.co.uk, then print 
out and follow the cutting 

guide. Iron one piece of thin 
interfacing to the underside of 
the flap [Fig.1]. Mark the 
position of the magnetic snap 
fasteners, ensuring they are not 
visible on the outside.

2 Iron three layers of 
iron-on wadding to the 
underside of the flap. 

Using a quilting ruler, draw 
parallel diagonal lines, 4cm 
apart on the top side of the flap, 
then draw lines perpendicular 
to the first series, again 4cm 
apart [Fig.2].

Keys, lippie, phone,  
you can carry it all in our

quilted clutch
Inspired by one of the most iconic bags in fashion, this Chanel-style accessory 

combines the elegance of a velour flap with the sporty look of its textured neoprene 
base. The project will walk you through the basics of quilting, plus working with 

hardware, and you’ll soon be ready to slip it on your shoulder.

Get started
● Fabric: textured neoprene, 50cm; 
velour, 50cm; printed cotton twill 
lining, 50cm ● Iron-on wadding, 
50cm ● Interfacing: thin iron-on, 
50cm; semi-rigid iron-on, 50cm
● Chain, 125cm, one ● Magnetic 
snap fasteners, two ● Large 
eyelets, two ● Small snap fasteners, 
two ● Plastic spiral zip, 15cm
● Erasable pen ● Quilting ruler
● Pliers

Cutting guide
Front panel: cut one from 
neoprene, and two from  
cotton twill 
Back panel: cut one from 
neoprene
Gusset: cut one from neoprene, 
and one from cotton twill 
Flap underside: cut one from 
velour
Flap top: cut one from velour
Pocket window: cut one from 
cotton twill
Pocket back: cut one from 
cotton twill
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GET THE BOOK
Featuring 20 unique accessory 
projects, A Beginner’s Guide to 
Bag Making by Estelle Zanatta 

and Marion Grandamme 
is a must for your sewing 
room bookshelf. £12.99, 

searchpress.com
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More than ever before, us sewists are set on making this festive 
season a special one! To get some inspo, we asked some of your 

sewing favourites to share how they plan to spend their 
Christmastime, plus they have some special gifts just for you!

Christmas
My handmade

“I have a small 
family and, 
with the kids 
becoming 
adults and 
parents 
becoming 
elderly, it does 
mean that time 
off together is 
valued more 
than anything 
money can 

buy. I'd rather give, and receive, something 
useful, and I've always made the majority of 
my gifts – simple things like beeswax wraps, 
shopping totes, crochet dishcloths even. 
They are 'jazzed up' with edible treats and 
smellies, but I wouldn’t call them fancy!

“For me it’s always been about spending 
time together, with homemade Christmas 
cake, mince pies, biscuits and sloe gin. We'll  
be eating baked camembert with a variety 
of chutneys, and playing Scrabble while 
wrapped up in patchwork quilts. If this last 
year has taught us anything it's that material 
wealth pales into insignificance. It really is 
friendship, communication and care that  
are to be treasured.”  
Corinne Bradd, Sew designer

 
“There is nothing like a homemade decoration 
in my opinion – I still have things the children 
made and use them every year. It’s the best bit 
of winter, getting the decorations out and 
re-discovering the things you had forgotten all 
about, or even finding something you didn’t 
have time to finish last year, but might just get  
it done this time round. I always get out some 
mice I made for a Nutcracker project. Our tree 
tells a story about my family and holds many 
memories. That’s the magic of Christmas!”  
Mandy Shaw, sewing personality

 
“I love a handmade 
Christmas and 
always make myself 
a new dress or 
two for the 
season. Last year  
I sewed a sparkly 
silver Georgie 
Dress, with a maxi 
length hem for 
extra glamour  
(and warmth!).  

I wore it to a couple of parties and, because it's 
sewn in jersey, it was secretly really comfy too! 
It's hard to say what Christmas will look like  
this year, but I hope to keep up my 
'new handmade dress' tradition 
whatever happens. Even if it's  
just me and my three-year-old 
daughter, we'll be getting dressed 
up, and of course decorating our 
tree in handmade baubles to 
match!” Lisa Comfort, 
founder, Sew Over It

TURN TO  
PAGE  50 FOR  

CORINNE’S  
SNUGGLY  

SEASONAL 
 QUILT 

30% OFF2 
 OUR GEORGIE  

DRESS PDF  
PATTERN 
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 LISA GETS DRESSED UP!

 CORINNE GETS COSY

 MANDY DECKS THE HALLS

FREE1 
 HEART  

DECORATION 
DOWNLOAD



“Making gifts 
for other 
people is 
something  
I love to do. 
There is 
something 
extra special 
about opening 
a present when 
you realise the 
giver has made 
it themselves. 
My top tip is to 

pick a simple project so you don't bite off 
more than you can chew and end up having 
to run to the shops last minute – eek! It's also 
wise to batch-make a similar project for 
multiple loved ones, in different colours and 
prints of course, partly so you can cut and 
sew in a time-efficient way, and partly for the 
matching opportunities between family 
members. I'm planning on whipping up Joe 
and Jaimie pyjamas for all the family – our 
twinning men and women PJs pattern is quick 
and easy to make, and simple to fit on other 
people as they have an elasticated waist. I'm 
itching to get fabric shopping for all the  
fun prints and may even make matching  
ones – what a picture that will make on  
Christmas day!” Tilly Walnes, founder, 
Tilly and the Buttons

“I love to make 
handmade gifts 
for my friends 
and family for 
Christmas, but 
this year I’m 
taking it one 
stage further 
and making my 
own reusable 
gift packaging 
too, using  
the Japanese 
technique of 

‘furoshiki’. This is basically a method of simply 
wrapping your gifts in fabric, which was 
traditionally given back to the sender, but I’d like 
to think that the recipient can re-use the fabric  
for the next occasion. Just take a square of 
beautiful fabric, hem it all the way around, wrap 
around your gift and knot – it couldn’t be easier! 
Just decorate with dried flowers, holly or 
Christmas baubles for a seasonal finishing touch.”  
Debbie Shaw, founder, Half Yard  
Sewing Club

“This Christmas I'm looking forward to lots of family time, 
as well as a lot fewer holiday parties than usual! When I 
want to look extra special, but don't want to sacrifice any 
comfort (being able to eat Quality Street on the sofa is a 
must), I reach for my Turner Dress. It's a knit fit-and-flare 
dress with a sheer knit overlay that looks fabulous. 
Everyone thinks you're dressed up, but actually you're in 
secret pyjamas! It's the perfect choice for a day of meals,  
a lazy afternoon walk and chasing after a busy toddler. It's 
super-quick and easy to stitch up, and I don't have to do  
a Full Bust Adjustment thanks to the C-H cup sizes. I 
couldn’t ask for more! Jenny, founder, Cashmerette 

 
“My job involves lots of sewing, and I 
accumulate plenty of fabric leftovers. Last 
Christmas, everyone was talking about 
reducing plastic waste, so I gifted shopping 
bags stitched from scraps to my fmaily 
members to replace our plastic ones. My 
‘bags for life’ were well received, so this year 
I’m making more to try to stop everyone 
using plastic ones altogether! The main 
patchwork of the bag is random, as I try to 
make the most of every bit, then I print 
‘BAG FOR LIFE’ using rubber letter stamps 
and fabric paint, and use larger remnants or 
pieces cut from items destined for the 
charity shop for the linings. I only have to 
buy the cotton herringbone tape to make 
the sturdy handles!” Susie Johns,  
Sew Designer

35% OFF6  
THE TURNER  

DRESS  
PATTERN 

20% OFF3 
 ONLINE  

WORKSHOPS

FREE5 
 TWO MONTHS 
ACCESS TO MY 

HALF YARD 
SEWING CLUB

SEW MAGAZINE  43

Available from 20th October until 2nd December 2020, unless stated otherwise: 1. FREE Heart decoration download, use code DDsew20 at dandeliondesigns.co.uk. 2. 30% OFF Georgie Dress PDF pattern, use code SEWMAGGEORGIE at  
sewoverit.co.uk. 3. 20% OFF online workshops, use code SEW20XMAS at tillyandthebuttonsworkshop.com. Offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other discount and is valid on the online workshops only until 3rd December 2020.  
4. FREE two months access to Half Yard Sewing Club, use code SEW20XMAS at halfyardsewingclub.com. 5. 25% OFF the Turner Dress PDF pattern, use code XMASTURNER at cashmerette.com until 9th December 2020.

 JENNY DOES A TURN IN A TURNER!

 DEBBIE HAS IT ALL WRAPPED UP!

 TILLY WHIPS UP PJS!

SUSIE HAS IT IN THE BAG!

DOWNLOAD 
 THESE CUTE  

SCRAP-BUSTING 
BIRDS FREE FROM 

SEWMAG.CO.UK



4 Easy 
Steps...

1 First log in or sign up  
to the Sew website at 
sewmag.co.uk for FREE. 

Find the tab circled at the top.

2 Search for a pattern by 
title, according to the 
project names opposite. 

Click on the search tab.

3 Click the ‘Download 
Template’ button, 
which you will find 

under the main image.

4 Save the pattern PDF 
by right clicking to  
save on your computer, 

then print out (DON’T fit  
to the page!)

TILING DIGITAL PATTERNS 
Note that most digital patterns 
need to be ‘tiled’. This involves 
placing the A4 printouts in the 

correct order to form the 
pattern, as indicated – so get 

some sticky tape ready  
to join the sheets!

free pattern 
downloads!

  To get in the Yuletide mood, we’ve got just the projects 
for you! Head to sewmag.co.uk and follow our  
‘4 Easy Steps’ to download these four festive makes. 

You can also 
locate the 

templates for 
this issue and all 
of our previous 

issues at 
sewmag.co.uk/

templates

 PATCHWORK QUILT  SCANDI HOUSE 

 CHRISTMAS MOUSE  BOHO RAG DOLL 
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388-394 Foleshill Road, Coventry, West Midlands CV6 5AN
Tel: 02476 687776 | Email: info@online-fabrics.co.uk

www.online-fabrics.co.uk FOR 
10% OFF
USE CODE

SEW10

presents

Fittingly Sew 2
Measure

up

Try out your own

fabrics on your

garments

Build garments from
templates or build
your own pieces

Print full-sized
Patterns from your

printer

... using reflections & effects, create
exciting and unique fabric patterns

Take a
graphic
image ...

For more information please visit: softbyte.co.uk
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Finish off your festive 
look with our jolly

elf & santa hats 

top tip
To make a bigger hat, 
add 1cm increments 
between the fold of 
the fabric and the 
template foldline. 

Remember to alter the 
elf trim, too, by 

adjusting the slant of 
the end triangles.

Stitch the elf hat

1 Download and print the 
templates from sewmag.
co.uk, then cut out. Fold the 

red felt in half and lay the hat 
template on top along the 
foldline. Mark, cut out, then  
open out flat and set aside. 

2 Mark out the zig zag trim 
template on the green felt. 
Lay on top of a second piece 

of green felt and pin together. 
Stitch over the zig zag lines, 
leaving the straight bottom edge 
open. To reduce puckering, stitch 
from the tip of a triangle down, 

finishing a couple of stitches 
from the bottom, then sew two 
straight stitches across before 
pivoting and stitching back up. 
Trim, making small snips in the 
seam allowance at inverted 
corners and reducing bulk across 
the tips for clean, crisp seams. 
Turn through to the right side 
and press.

3 Lay the trim on the reverse 
of the red felt, with the 
straight edge of the green 

matching up with the curved 
edge of the red. Pin, tack, then 
stitch together along the tacked 

Every Christmas outfit needs a fun accessory, and these headwear options by 
Chloe Hailwood would fit right in at the North Pole. The main part of each hat 
is made from material measuring just 60cm x 80cm, but you can easily adjust the 

dimensions to suit any size. When using faux fur, we also recommend having  
a hoover nearby as things can get pretty fluffy, pretty quickly! 

TEMPLATE
DOWNLOAD

$
sewmag.co.uk/templates

Get started
l Fabric: velvet, red; faux fur, white 
l Felt: red, green, skin-tone
l Jumbo ric rac, 1m: red, white
l Fibre filling l Safety pin
l Felt balls, 1cm diameter

edges. Flip the green trim to the 
right side, pin and press.

4 Lay a length of red ric rac 
on top of an equal length of 
white. Sew across one end, 

then twist one around the other, 
all the way to the end, keeping 
the ric rac flat. Stitch to secure. 
Pin one end of the ric rac to the 
right side at the top of the hat. 

5 Fold the red felt in half, 
right sides together, 
matching the straight 

edges. Pin, sandwiching the ric 
rac inside, and away from the 
edge. Stitch down the straight 

edges, securing the end of the  
ric rac in the seam.

6 Turn through to the right side. 
Twirl the ric rac around the 
hat, pin flat, then use small 

stitches to hold in place. Secure the 
end behind the green trim. Cut out 
the ear template from skin-coloured 
felt, then flip the template to cut a 
second mirrored ear. Sew ear details 
in contrasting thread, then hand-
stitch to opposite sides of the hat. 

Sew a Santa hwat 

1 Download and print the 
templates from sewmag.co.uk. 
Cut out the hat from red velvet. 

Fold a strip of faux fur, 9cm x 65cm, 
in half lengthways and with wrong 
sides together. Lay along the bottom 
curved edge of the reverse of the 
velvet, with the raw edges meeting 
up. Tack in place, then stitch. 

2 Turn the fur to the right side  
of the velvet and pin. Fold  
the velvet in half, right sides 

together. Pin and sew together 
down the long straight edges. Turn 
through to the right side. For the 
pom-pom, cut out a circle from fur, 
15cm x 15cm. Hand-sew a running 
stitch around the perimeter and 
pull to gather. Stuff, then pull the 
stitches tight and secure with 
double stitches. Sew to the top  
of the hat.
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fabric 
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Santa’s Favourite
Choose a luxurious red velvet 

to capture the traditional 
colours of Christmas. 
£11.99 per metre, 

minerva.com
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Put out the mince pies,  
the carrots, and our   

 elf legs stocking 
Hanging up a stocking is one of our favourite festive traditions, and we love 

Carolyn Letten’s unique design! Complete with classic pointy elf shoes and a 
pom-pom trimmed tunic, the whole family will fondly remember this project for 

years to come. The legs can be filled with presents and surprises, or  
alternatively, lightly fill them with stuffing and stitch across the top.  

TEMPLATE
DOWNLOAD

$
sewmag.co.uk/templates

top tip
You may prefer to 

stitch the message or 
name onto the felt 

before trimming to 
size and attaching to 

the project.

Get started
 Fabric, cotton: bright green, red, 

black l  Felt, white glitter  Pom-
pom trim: red, green   Bias binding, 
spotty green, 2.5cm wide   Ribbon: 
red and white, silver  Buttons, 
red, two

 Personalise the stocking with a name instead  
 of writing Merry Christmas 

1 Download and print the 
templates from sewmag.
co.uk. Cut four green 

trouser pieces for two matching 
pairs. To create front and back 
pieces, pin opposite pairs, right 
sides together, from the waist to 
the crotch. Using a 5mm seam 
allowance, sew the seams and 
press. Cover the raw seam on one 
pair with green spot bias binding 
tape on both edges.

2 Cut out four shoes from 
black fabric for two pairs. 
With the toes pointing 

outwards, pin the top edge of a 
shoe, right sides together, to the 
bottom of a leg, sew a 5mm seam 
and press. On the front legs, 
working from the shoe up, sew  
a length of green pom-pom trim, 
followed by green spot bias 
binding, red and white ribbon, 
and silver ribbon.

3 Pin the front and back, 
right sides together, making 
sure that all edges align. 

Sew a 5mm seam around the 
edge, leaving the top open. Clip 
the curve of the crotch, turn 
right side out and press. Place the 
tunic template provided on the 
fold of the red fabric and cut two. 
Fold over the bottom 5mm raw 
edge twice to the wrong side on 
each piece, sew, then press. 

4 Stitch red pom-pom trim 
across the bottom of the 
front piece, leaving 1cm 

overhang at both ends. Sew a 
strip, 4cm x 33cm, of white glitter 
felt above it. Use the template to 
trace the words Merry Christmas 
onto white tissue, pin to the felt 
and stitch over the letters twice 
in dark thread. Tear the tissue 
away. Sew a piece of bias binding 
down the centre-front of the 
tunic, and a length of red ribbon 

across the top edge of the felt to 
hide the raw bias edge.

5 Sew two buttons down the 
centre-front bias binding. 
Pin the front and back 

tunics, right sides together, and 
sew a 5mm seam down both 
sides. Turn right side out. Place 
over the trousers, with waists 
aligned, and pin around the top. 

6 Starting at the back, pin 
bias binding around the 
tunic top, enclosing the 

raw edges. Cut two equal lengths 
of hanging ribbon, and tuck the 
raw ends under the bias binding, 
2cm in from the side seams at 
the front and back and sew. Add 
a red pom-pom to each toe tip 
and a small silver ribbon bow.
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Merry & Bright
A subtle floral print on a bold 
red background makes for a 
classy Christmas pick – try 
Liberty Quilting Collection 
Cherry Z, £15 per metre, 

alicecaroline.com
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Learn a new skill, one  
block at a time, with our 

Cosy Quilt-along  

Make a tree block

1 Download the templates 
from sewmag.co.uk and 
print out. Using the template, 

cut four triangles in assorted C 
fabrics and place in a row, with 
the centre one upside down. Sew 
right sides together and press. 

2Stitch the remaining 
triangle to the centre top of 
the row to create the basic 

tree shape. Use the template to 
cut two trapeziums from 
background fabric A and pin one 
to each side of the tree, right 
sides together, to make a 
rectangle. Stitch and press.

3Trim a rectangle for the 
trunk in B, 5cm x 6cm, and 
two rectangles in A, 6cm x 

9cm. Lay the trunk on one A 
rectangle, matching right sides 
and short ends together, then 
stitch along the short side of the 
trunk and press. Repeat for the 
second side. 

4 Pinch press the centre of 
the trunk and match with 
the centre bottom of the 

tree shape section, then stitch 
with right sides together. Square 
up the block and trim to 21cm,  
if necessary. 

5 Cut four strips from B, 
1.5cm x 23cm. To edge the 
block, pin strips to the edges 

with right sides together and 
overlapping symmetrically at the 
top and bottom corners. Sew, 
press and trim to 22cm square. 
Put to one side, ready to make  
up in our next issue.

Perfect for the festive season, Corinne Bradd’s Scandi-inspired 
coverlet is just the thing to snuggle under as the cold weather 

comes. In this issue you’ll discover how to patchwork the tree motif 
and, with each block measuring 22cm, you can decide how many of 
each you’ll need to make a quilt to your ideal size. Look out for the 

star motif, plus how to finish your quilt, all in the next issue!

TEMPLATE
DOWNLOAD

$
sewmag.co.uk/templates

PART ONE  
OF OUR XMAS 
QUILT-ALONG!

Get started
l Fabrics, cotton: printed and plain 
coordinating fat quarters; plain 
backing l Quilt wadding

Cutting guide
Each tree block requires:
Fabric A (background): two 
rectangles, 6cm x 9cm; two 
template trapeziums (mirrored)
Fabric B (trunk and border): 
one rectangle, 5cm x 6cm; four 
strips, 1.5cm x 23cm 
Fabric C (four assorted 
fabrics): one template triangle  
in each fabric

5mm seam allowance  
used throughout, unless  
otherwise stated. 

 Vary the positions of the fabrics 
 within each block for a coordinated 

 yet different look each time 
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top tip
Pressing as you go 

sets the straight edges 
and makes it easier to 
match up sections for 
a neat square block.

fabric 
shopper

Perfect For Presents
Little Town is a homely collection 
of 100% cottons from Art Gallery 

Fabrics, just right for a winter  
quilt. For stockists, visit 
hantexonline.co.uk

Part Two
Get ready to make this 
striking star block with 
our next issue, out on 
19th November 2020!
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 Move over slow stitching, we're all about speed this season

With everything that has happened this year, it’s more important than ever to make your  
holiday season as stress-free and streamlined as possible – so you can enjoy what really matters.  
To minimise any last-minute panics, why not give batch-making a try? Spend a few cosy evenings 

accompanied by some festive tunes, mince pies and a stack of fabric, and tick off your to-do list in bulk 
nice and early. We’ve put together our top tips for adding a personal touch to your Christmas without 
compromising on quality, complete with advice straight from the experts, plus our recommendations 

for the tools you’ll need to get started. It’s a surefire path to an enjoyable crafty Christmas! 

All is calm…  

Because all is 

advertorial

Words by Grace Langhamer

batch-made!



Stuart says…  
Teamwork helps Club together 
with like-minded friends and buy 
your supplies in bulk. You'll often 
get a better price for larger 
quantities and reduced shipping 
costs, too!  

Swift operation Copy factory production methods 
and split your makes into stages. Complete each stage 
for the whole run before you move onto the next task 
– for example, do all the cutting out in one operation, 
then batch make trims, and sew the same seam on 
multiple makes before you move on. 
 
Keep it separate Set up workstations with different 
equipment in each area. This can be as simple as having 

Why choose batch-making?
We’ve all been there – there’s less than a 
week till the big day, and the list of things you 
still have to make is as long as your arm. 
Crafting is supposed to be a relaxing 
enjoyable activity – it’s even proven to boost 
mental health and improve anxiety. So, why 
oh why, do we let it stress us out so much?  
If you’re hoping to avoid the shops this year 
and instead create personal bespoke gifts, 
batch-making is one way to really simplify 
things. The process is a bit like an assembly 

line, grouping a series of similar tasks 
together as you complete multiple final 
products at once. You can power through  
a whole stack of projects in as little as one 
evening, whether you’re working on your 
Christmas card list, whipping up some 
decorations or even starting your gifts. 
Getting your to-dos ticked off early will 
mean you can enjoy plenty of quality time 
with your loved ones, and make this year 
one to remember. 
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your cutting area at one end of the 
kitchen table, your sewing machine at 
the other end and your ironing board 
somewhere nearby.   
 
Savvy tools There are lots of 
products out there that can turn 
traditionally slow jobs into quick ones, 
and still get the same great result. 
Look for fast-drying glues or glue tape 
pens, pre-wound bobbins of thread, 
and pom-pom makers.

Jolly atmosphere Put on some 
music whilst you work! There is 
research to support the idea that fast 
and lively music makes us move faster, 
and singing along to your favourite 
songs is a great way to make the 
whole process fun.

Patchwork quilt The repetitive process  
of cutting out shapes for each block is so 

relaxing. Plus, you’ll be left with a perfect gift for  
a loved one when you’re finished!

BATCH-MADE IN HEAVEN
CHECK OUT OUR PROJECT PICKS TO HELP 

YOU WHIP UP IN BULK

Star coasters During the festive season there 
are so many delicious drinks on offer – from hot 
chocolate and eggnog to a sparkling treat, you’ll 

be needing a good stock of coasters! 

Christmas 
stocking 

 Handmade stockings 
look amazing on your 

mantelpiece, and 
you’ll love filling them  

with fun pressies  
for your family. 

Susie says…
Pressing matters  
We all understand the 
importance of pressing seams for 
a good finish, but I recommend 
doing as much sewing as possible 
before moving to the ironing 
board. Finger press seams as you 

go along, then do all the ironing in one batch.

Take your time Don’t rush! Batch sewing doesn’t 
have to equal speed sewing. Time spent checking and 
double-checking before you start to stitch means  
less time undoing your work with a seam ripper  
and re-stitching. 
Colour coordination Try to stitch a set of items 
of a similar colour so that you don’t have to keep 
changing the thread and the bobbin. Or, pick a  
thread that matches all of your fabrics; white  
usually works well. 

Sturdy templates A paper pattern won’t stand  
up to much wear and tear, so cut a template from  
a material such as card, which you can reuse again  
and again.  

All lined up It’s important that component pieces 
are well aligned before stitching. When batch sewing, 
pinning can be a bit fiddly and time-consuming. I like 
to use clips instead of pins, and skip the tacking!

Turn to p50  
for another  
quilt that’s  
perfect for  

batch-making
Find the patterns for 
these projects online  
at sewmag.co.uk

Tight 
 for space? 

There are plenty of 3-in-1 gadgets  
on the market that are the ultimate 

space-saving purchase. And while not all 
of us enjoy looking through instructions, 

it’s an essential part of your batch-
making journey – make the most of  
all the features your machine has  

to offer to limit the amount  
of back and forth you  

have to do!
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Dear Santa...

If you’re a keen stitcher or papercraft lover, you’ll simply adore the Brother 
ScanNCut SDX2200D and all its unique capabilities! This standalone machine 
boasts incredible features, including an automatic blade adjustment, meaning 
anyone of any skill can quickly create fabulous projects using materials up to 

3mm thick. The best part? This model comes preloaded with over 1,400 
designs – including 132 new and unique Disney options, perfect for handmade 

Christmas gifts for the little ones in your life. For more information, visit 
sewingcraft.brother.eu, RRP £799, makerssuperstore.com 

“Cricut really comes 
into its own at 
Christmas, giving you 
endless possibilities to 
personalise your décor 
and create unique gifts 
for friends, family or for 

your own business. You’re able to cut a 
wide range of materials from vinyl to  
iron-on and fabric. All of your festive crafts 
are covered!” Kathy Hodson, Cricut UK Marketing Manager

Top tip
Everyone loves a bargain, but 

sometimes it pays to spend that 
little bit extra if you want to up 
your crafting game. Set yourself 
a maximum limit, then search 
around for what you can get. 
And remember, shopkeepers 

are there to help!

 

BEST BARGAIN 
BASICS!Tools of 

the trade
Meet the gadgets and gizmos that will 
make your festive crafting a breeze

Sizzix’s compact Big Shot® Foldaway machine features a cutting 
surface and a handle that neatly folds away, meaning it’s perfect for 

creating on the go and freeing up space. £149.99, sizzix.co.uk 

Combining the speed of 
a heat press and the 

convenience of an iron, 
the Cricut EasyPress
eliminates guesswork,  
so you get fast and 
professional iron-on 
results that will really 
stay stuck, even after 

repeated washes. £170, 
hobbycraft.co.uk

The One To Tuck Away… 

Crafter’s 
Companion’s smallest 

die-cutting and 
embossing machine, 
the Gemini GO, has 
the same precision 
and power as the 

larger machines but 
can be taken away 

with ease, so you can 
set up your assembly 
line where ever suits 

you. £89.99, 
crafterscompanion.

co.uk

Never have difficulty cutting 
your fabrics again with the Sew 
Easy Ergonomic 45mm Rotary 

Cutter. It has a comfortable soft-
grip handle and safety locking 
system, plus the higher quality 

hardened blade has a longer life 
and provides a super sharp 

cutting experience. £10, 
quiltedbear.co.uk

If you’re crafting late into the 
night, a Daylight Smart LED 
Lamp is an essential for 
keeping an eye on detail. It 
features a handy clip-on 
design that allows you to 
move it anywhere your 
crafting takes you.  
£19.95, cassart.co.uk

Every crafter on a mission needs the 
perfect cutting tool – enter, Slice’s 
Craft Knife and Precision Cutter!  
The knife allows you to make delicate 
cuts for precision cutting, scraping, 
and easy handling, while the Precision 
Cutter is ideal for thin materials and 
has a finger safe blade. From £8.99, 
sliceproducts.com

advertorial

The One You Didn’t  
Know You Needed 

The One You Can  
Take Anywhere 
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HAVE YOUR SAY AT sewmag.co.uk/awards 

The time has come to vote 
for your favourites!

You’ve been supporting your 
best-loved crafting stores,  
must-have products, inspirational 

personalities and more, and after 
totting up the scores, we’re excited to 
announce this year’s superstar shortlist! 
You can vote for your winners in each 
category online at sewmag.co.uk/
awards or fill out the form over 
the page and post it to us by 30th 
October 2020. It only takes ten 
minutes to complete and everyone 
who enters will instantly receive a 
capsule wardrobe boxset, featuring 
four bonus patterns in sizes 8-24, two 
bonus accessories to finish off your 
look, plus our comprehensive guide  
to grading to help you achieve the 
perfect fit for you.

MACHINES 
Best entry-level machine brand  
£ Bernina
£ Brother
£ Husqvarna
£ Janome
£ Singer

Best all-round machine brand
£ Bernina
£ Brother
£ Janome
£ Pfaff
£ Singer

Best quilting machine brand 
£ Bernina
£ Brother
£ Janome
£ Pfaff
£ Singer 

Best embroidery machine brand 
£ Bernina
£ Brother
£ Husqvarna
£ Janome
£ Singer

Best top-spec machine brand 
£ Bernina
£ Brother
£ Janome
£ Juki
£ Singer

Best overlocker brand 
£ baby lock
£ Brother
£ Janome
£ Juki
£ Singer 

BRANDS 
Best thread brand
£ Aurifil
£ Gütermann
£ Madeira
£ Mettler
£ Moon thread by Coats

Best fabric stockist
£  Butterfly Fabrics, Cardiff
£  Karelia House, Perthshire
£  The Little House of Patchwork, 

Chichester
£  Pound Fabrics, Birmingham
£  White Gecko Craft Lounge, 

Glamorgan

Best fabric brand 
£ Lady McElroy
£ Lewis & Irene
£ Liberty London 
£ Makower
£ Moda

Best major pattern brand 
£ Simplicity
£ New Look
£ Butterick
£ McCall’s
£ Vogue

Best fabric cutting  
machine brand
£ AccuQuilt
£ Cricut
£ Gemini
£ ScanNCut
£ Sizzix

Best independent  
pattern brand  
£ Cashmerette
£ My Handmade Wardrobe
£ Sew Me Something
£ Sew Over It
£ Tilly and the Buttons

PERSONALITIES 
Most inspirational sewing 
personality
£ Debbie Shore
£ Esme Young
£ Patrick Grant
£ Sarah Payne
£ Tilly Walnes

Favourite sewing book 2019-20 
£ Quilts in the Cotswolds, Kaffe Fasset
£ Build a Bag: Satchels, Debbie Shore 
£  Sarah Payne’s Quilt School,  

Sarah Payne
£  Simple Shapes, Stunning Quilts,  

Stuart Hillard
£ Make It Simple, Tilly Walnes

EVENTS
Top sewing workshop 
£ Beginner’s Quilt Emporium, Tring
£ Kreations by Kaz, Pontefract
£  The Little House of Patchwork, 

Chichester
£  Rooftop Atelier Sewing School, 

Barry
£ The Sewing Cafe, Hinckley
 
 
 !

Place your votes...

HAVE YOUR SAY AT sewmag.co.uk/awards 
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Sponsored by, 
  youtube.com/c/sewistchannel

As our way of saying thank 
you for celebrating your 
sewing favourites, you will 

automatically receive a digital 
pack full of patterns, projects 

and practical tips to give  
your wardrobe a boost.

FOUR FREE 
PATTERNS!
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HAVE YOUR SAY AT sewmag.co.uk/awards 

Please send completed forms to: 
British Sewing Awards 2020, Marketing Dept, Aceville Publications Ltd, 21-23 Phoenix Court, Hawkins Road, Colchester, CO2 8JY!

HAVE YOUR SAY AT sewmag.co.uk/awards 
Best exhibition / event
£ Duxford Quilt Festival, 
     Cambridgeshire
£ Festival of Quilts, Birmingham
£ Spring Quilt Festival, Harrogate
£  The Knitting & Stitching Show, 

London
£ Malvern Quilt Show, Malvern

RETAILERS  
Best online store  
£ Butterfly Fabrics, Cardiff
£ Doughty’s, Hereford
£ Empress Mills, Lancashire
£ Jaycotts, Chester
£ Karelia House, Perthshire

Best independent  
haberdashery shop 

East Midlands 
£ Crafty Sew & So, Leicester
£ Gather ‘N’ Sew, Bourne
£ Sew Wardrobe, Ashby-de-la-Zouch

East of England 
£ Beginner’s Quilt Emporium, Tring
£ Sewing Room, Downham Market
£ Tudor Rose Patchwork, Bedford

London
£ Cloth House, Soho
£ Ray Stitch, Islington
£  The Village Haberdashery,  

West Hampstead

North East
£  1st For Fabrics,  

Newcastle upon Tyne
£  Amble Pin Cushion,  

Morpeth
£ Panico’s, Stockton-on-Tees

North West
£ Abakhan, Preston
£ Coolcrafting, Kendal
£ Empress Mills, Lancashire

Northern Ireland 
£  Sew Unique Fabrics,  

County Down
£  Craftswoman Fabric, 

Carrickfergus
£ The Patchwork Goose, Belfast

Scotland 
£ Karelia House, Perthshire
£ Mandors, Glasgow
£ The Sewing Shop, Fochabers

South East
£  World of Sewing,  

Tunbridge Wells
£  Lady Sew and Sew,   

Henley-on-Thames
£  The Little House of Patchwork, 

Chichester

South West 
£  Koala Kreations,  

Chipping Sodbury
£ Like Sew Amazing, Bristol
£ The Sewing Studio, Redruth

Wales 
£ Butterfly Fabrics, Cardiff
£ Calico Kate, Lampeter
£ J&B sewing, Newport

West Midlands 
£ The Cotton Patch, Birmingham
£ Guthrie & Ghani, Birmingham
£  Watson & Thornton, 

Shrewsbury

Yorkshire and the Humber 
£ Duttons for Buttons, York
£ Samuel Taylors, Leeds
£ The Remnant House, Harrogate

DON’T FORGET TO FILL IN YOUR DETAILS!
Please complete in BLOCK CAPITALS using black  
or blue ink, or enter online at sewmag.co.uk/awards

Title:...............................Forename:.............................................................................

Surname:..........................................................................................................................

Address:...........................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................

................................................................Postcode:........................................................

Contact number:......................................................................................................

Email:..................................................................................................................................

Date of Birth (DD/MM/YY):.........................../........................./.......................

Signature:..........................................................Date:.............../................/..............

CLOSING DATE: 30th October 2020

Send your completed voting form to: 
British Sewing Awards 2020, 21-23 Phoenix Court,  
Hawkins Road, Colchester, Essex, CO2 8JY
Can we stay in touch?  £ Yes please  £ No thank you. At Aceville we don’t do spam. We want to keep in 
touch, but only if you want to hear from us. So we can let you know about what’s going, including our great offers 
and special deals. We promise we won’t share your information with anyone else and you can manage what we 
send you at any time by following the link to our preference centre at the bottom of any of our emails.
Terms & conditions of entry and data preferences
This competition is open to all UK residents aged 18 or over, excluding employees or agents of the associated companies and their families. 
One entry per person (duplicates will be void).The prizes detailed in each competition cannot be exchanged for goods, or towards the 
purchase of goods at any retail outlet and are subject to availability. Prizes cannot be exchanged for cash, or replaced if lost or damaged. 
Automated entries are disqualified. Illegible entries and those that do not abide by these terms and conditions will be disqualified. The 
decision of the judge is final and no correspondence will be entered into. No responsibility held for entries lost, delayed or damaged in the 
post, and proof of posting is not proof of delivery. By entering, you agree to be contacted regarding the British Sewing Awards. Winners will 
be notified within 28 days of the closing date, a list of winners will be available in writing on request from the Marketing Department, 21/23 
Phoenix Court, Hawkins Road, Colchester, Essex, CO2 8JY. The Promoter will use entrants’ personal details in accordance with the Aceville 
Privacy Policy. This is a limited offer and may be withdrawn at any time and subject to change. CLOSING DATE: 30th October 2020 SEW MAGAZINE  57

JULIET UZOR 
Best Eco-Friendly 

Product

STUART HILLARD 
New Product, Tool or 

Gadget of the Year

MAY MARTIN
Pattern Launch  

of the Year

Meet our judges!
While you’re busy voting, our lovely trio of experts will also be 

shortlisting top products in the categories below. 



THANK YOU FOR NOMINATING US IN THE FOLLOWING CATEGORIES:

“THANK YOU FOR YOUR
CONTINUED SUPPORT, 

WE REALLY APPRECIATE ALL 
YOUR VOTES”

BEST ENTRY-LEVEL MACHINE BRAND
BEST ALL–ROUNDER MACHINE BRAND

BEST QUILTING MACHINE BRAND
BEST EMBROIDERY MACHINE BRAND

BEST TOP-SPEC MACHINE BRAND
BEST OVERLOCKER BRAND

BEST FABRIC CUTTING MACHINE - 

sewingcraft.brother.eu
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tUNE In!
Hosted by our wonderful designer Corinne 

Bradd, the Sewist channel is home to a  
plethora of simple online masterclasses.  

With no-nonsense and easy-to-follow video 
demonstrations at your fingertips, you can 

stitch along with Corinne from the comfort of 
your own home. Choose from tutorials on 
quilting, home décor, makes for baby and 

more, plus you’ll find dedicated playlists on 
topics such as sustainable sewing, too. 
Subscribe and join the community at

YOUTUBE.COM/C/SEWISTCHANNEL

SEW MAGAZINE  59
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Crafty pals will adore 
unwrapping this handy

roll-up stitch kit 

1 Cut felt, 18cm x 27cm, then 
trim two pieces of fabric the 
same size. Put one aside and 

lay the other face up on the felt. 
Tack in place around the edges 
and mark a faint line 6cm from 
one short edge. Cut three 10cm 
lengths of wide elastic and stitch 
one end of each to the pencil 
line, sewing through both layers. 
Sew the other ends to the edge of 
the panel, then stitch the centres 
down to make pairs of loops. Cut 
a 2cm strip of fabric, fold under 
5mm on each long edge and 
topstitch over the pencil line to 
cover the raw ends.

2 Trim fabric, 16cm x 22cm, 
and fold in half, right sides 
together, to make a panel, 

11cm x 16cm. Sew around the 
three edges, leaving a small gap 
on one side. Turn out through 
the gap, fold in the raw edges, 
slip-stitch and press. Pin the left 
edge of the pocket to the fabric 
layers, close to the vertical strip. 
Lay your tools in a line and tuck 
the pocket down between each 
one, pinning to make divisions. 
Remove the tools and topstitch 
the pinned lines. Neatly pleat the 
bottom edges of the pocket so 
they lay flat, then topstitch.

fabric 
shopper

Sun Discs
A subtle hint of Christmas, such 

as this patterned Tana Lawn print 
by Liberty, will bring back lovely 
memories of your day all-year 
round. £22.50 per metre, 

alicecaroline.com

The festive season can be hectic. Gifts and decorations are being whipped 
up left, right and centre, with projects as far as the eye can see spread across 

your sewing room table. So, to make things easier this season, Corinne 
Bradd has created this five-step organiser. As well as being the perfect 

pressie for pals, it’ll no doubt make a handy companion by your side, too.

Get started
l Patterned cotton fabric
l Felt sheet l White elastic,  
12mm wide

3 Make smaller pockets in the 
same way from fabric, 8cm 
x 11cm, and stitch to the 

right-hand edge of the fabric 
layers. Use pinking shears to cut 
three 7cm-wide rectangles of 
fabric, making each one 1cm 
shorter than the last. Place 
together and tack the top edges 
to the edge of the fabric layers. 
Pin the leftover rectangle of 
patterned fabric behind the 
layers, facing out.

4 Snip several 3cm wide 
strips of fabric and join end 
to end to make binding. 

Sew the binding to the outside of 

the sewing roll, right sides 
together with a 5mm seam 
allowance. Mitre the corners 
and overlap the ends neatly. 
Fold the binding to the inside, 
tuck under 5mm on the raw 
edge and slip-stitch in place, 
covering all of the raw edges.

5 Create two more 3cm 
wide lengths of fabric, 
join end to end and 

crease in half lengthways. 
Open out and press the edges 
to the middle before refolding. 
Slip-stitch the folded edges 
together, tucking in the short 
raw ends. Stitch the centre  
of the ribbon to the centre 
back of the roll so it can be 
tied around the closed pouch. 
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top tip
You could easily adapt 

this pouch project to 
suit other household 
items, such as paint 

brushes or even 
make-up tools.
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This year seems to  
have passed in a 
blur and I can’t quite 

believe that we are nearly  
in November already! 
A lot of markers that I use to 
divide time have been absent 
this year, but my Nudinits 
calendar doesn’t lie – it is indeed 
the penultimate month of the 
year! If you’ve never seen the 
Nudinits books by Sara Simi, 
you simply must seek it out. It 
is hilarious in a uniquely British 
double entendre kind of way. 
Knitted dolls in various states 
of undress go about daily life in 
an idyllic knitted village – both 
the words and pictures make 
me cry with laughter every time 
I see them. They make a great 
Christmas present to yourself or 
anyone else who loves knitting, 
saucy humour and a little bit of 
gently subversive crafting! 

Picture Perfect
Recently, I handed over the reins 
of my own new sewing book 
to my publisher. My work is 
done, and it’s time for them to 
work their creative magic over 
my designs and words. I spent 
a couple of days at the coast 
working with my incredible 
photographer, Rachel Whiting. 

Photographing fabrics and 
handsewn things sounds like 
it should be easy – there are so 
many gorgeous colours, patterns 
and textures – but I quickly 
discovered many challenges, too. 
I can spend hours pressing fabric 
or steaming quilts until they look 
like new, but peer through the 
lens of a camera and suddenly 

a huge crease 
appears! Lighting 
is hugely difficult, 
too. Tweak it to 
make the colours 
and patterns pop 
and you can lose 
the texture, the 
quilting or the 
topstitched details. 
It’s a challenge 
I’m more than 
happy to hand 
over to Rachel 
and her amazing 
talent. When it 
comes to styling, 
though, I’m in 

my element. I’m 
naturally very nosy and I love 
looking through other people’s 

things, so you can imagine my 
sheer joy when I’m encouraged 
to go around the set to see what 
I can find! I love pulling together 
artwork, vases, trinkets, cushions, 
plants and books to bring a 
photograph to life. Often I look at 
the project we are photographing 
and pick out one or two key 
colours to accessorise the shot. 
It’s a lot like accessorising an 
outfit or choosing the binding for 
a quilt – finding a pop of colour 
that will add a little magic. I do 
the same thing at home now, 
too, going for a wander with a 
basket under my arm, picking 
up things from all over the house 
and garden and moving them 
around. I always recommend 
looking at what you have before 
you head to the shops. Often, the 
very thing you’re looking for is 
already there, it’s just hiding in 
another room! 

Handmade Gifts
Speaking of using what you 
already have, I’m challenging 
myself to make Christmas gifts 
and cards with things I can find 
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“I’ve been challenging 
myself to make 

Christmas gifts and 
cards with things I can 
find around the house”

You can check in with Stuart on createandcraft.com, channels Virgin 748, Freeview 95,  
Freesat 813 and Sky 683, or visit @stuarthillardsews on Instagram

There’s still plenty of time to craft 
a few gifts for Christmas if you 

haven’t started yet

 this hilarious book makes me    
 cry with laughter 

around the house. It’s partly 
a drive towards a more eco-
friendly Christmas, part attempt 
to avoid the inevitable shopping 
crowds and part effort to use up 
some of my craft stash. There’s  
so much excess at Christmas, 
and at the very least I’m going to 
use up a bit of my stash and have 
fun in the process! I’m making 
patchwork and appliqué cards, 
sewing the fabric to a cardstock 
base with a wide zig zag stitch. 
I’m going to use the same 
method to make smaller versions 
for gift tags. My friend Maxine 
has shared her tried-and-tested 
pattern for making reusable 
crackers with me and they are 
covered with fabric, too, so I’m 
in luck! There will be a complete 
absence of useless plastic toys 
at my dinner table this year; I’m 
going to pop tape measures, 
needlebooks and sewing kits 
into mine. There’s still plenty of 
time to make a few sewn gifts for 
Christmas if you haven’t started 
yet – the trick is to keep things 
simple and make them personal 
by matching the fabric to the 
recipient. Most of all, remember 
to have fun whilst you’re doing it! 

Stuart x

 i’m challenging myself to make  
 cards and tags with my stash 
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Nudinits: A Naughty Knitted Noel by Sarah 
Simi is published by Collins & Brown. 
Photographs © Sarah Simi
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Many of these shops are independent, family run, local businesses that offer 
a really personal service, so make sure they stick around!

Shoplocal
There’s no better feeling than

walking into the wondrous world of
fabric and haberdahsery shopping! 
You won’t need convincing they’re

one of the best places to go for
some sewing inspiration!

The Wee Fabric Shop
The Wee Fabric Shop is your one stop shop for

dressmaking fabric, independent patterns,
haberdashery and sewing classes in Inverness, 

serving the whole of the Scottish Highlands.
theweefabricshop.co.uk

Sew and Fabric
We are a family run business based in St Austell, 

Mid Cornwall. We sell some amazing fabrics, waddings,
haberdashery, wool and sewing machines, we also run

classes/workshops, and my husband services and
repairs machines too and always with a smile.

sewandfabric.co.uk

Haberdasherdo
HUGE range of haberdashery, buttons, ribbons,

trimmings, fabrics, patterns, embroidery, tapestry,
knitting & crochet essentials plus workshops and
advice. 32A Southbourne Grove, Southbourne,

Bournemouth, BH6 3RA
Call: 01202428612 | haberdasherdo.co.uk

Pennine Outdoor Fabrics Ltd.
Make your own outdoor clothing, rucksacks, covers,
tent etc. with our Waterproof, Breathable, Ventile®,

Fleece & Tweed fabrics. Wide range of buckles,
webbing, zips, patterns & accessories. We offer advice,

samples and a friendly, efficient service.
pennineoutdoor.co.uk

The Sewing Kingdom
Here at Sewing Kingdom we know that sewing 

and quilting are more than just a hobby. 
That’s why we make sure that the fabric and notions 

we send you are the best on the market. 
sewing-kingdom.com

Abbotstone House
Situated in the Yorkshire Dales town of Hawes, 
we are proud to stock quality fabrics including 

Liberty, for quilting, dressmaking etc. 
Also sewing notions, haberdashery, kits, etc. 

abbotstonehouse.com

SEWCRAFT
Quilting, Dress fabrics and accessories, fun fur, felt,

knitting and crochet yarns, Beads, Bridal Ribbon and
Ribbon printing, cross-stitch and tapestry, extensive

buttons. Phone us for more details.
Call: 01793 536778 | sewcraftswindon.ltd.uk

“Special offers for you…
Fabric, patterns, and more…
Happy Sewing, Enjoy Knitting

Lots of goodies in store”

“Haberdashery for you …
And Ribbons galore…

We welcome your visit …
to our Kenilworth Store”

Karen Delahunty
7th Birthday Celebrations

karendelahunty.co.uk

ADVERTORIAL

Gather n
Sew

Spreading a
little sewing

love, one 
day at a 

time, with
gorgeous

dressmaking
and patchwork

fabrics,
essential

haberdashery
items and

inspiring
workshops.

Visit us in
Bourne,

Lincolnshire or
check out our

website. gathernsew.co.uk

Wonderful fabrics for quilting, dressmaking and home crafting,
Janome & Brother sewing machines, haberdashery,

yarn and craft kits. Our workshops give fun, knowledge 
and creativity to beginners and experienced sewers. 

You will always find something new and inspirational at 
Sew Creative – a textile heaven!

Sew Creative
20-22 Lavant Street, Petersfield, Hampshire, GU32 3EW

www.sewcreative.org.uk
01730 858020

Follow us on Sew Creative – Fabric & Workshops
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line. Pin one side of the zip in 
place, then stitch along the 
edge of the zip’s teeth. Pin the 
remaining side and stitch in 
place. Carefully thread the zip 
slider through to the right side, 
and turn the cover to the right 
side and press.

5 Measure from the outer 
spindle to the centre of 
the back of the chair. Add 

2cm to this. Cut two strips of 
fabric to this measurement 
and 7cm wide. Fold the strips 
in half lengthways, then stitch 
across one end and down the 
edge with a 5mm seam 
allowance. Turn the strip to 
the right side using a rouleau 
loop turner. Tease out the 
corners and press. 

6 Make a buttonhole at the 
end of one of the straps. 
Position the raw end of 

one of the straps 1cm away 
from the end of the zip; it 
should be laying away from the 
zip. Sew the strap to the cover 
with a 5mm seam allowance. 
Fold the strap back over 
towards the zip, then stitch 
again; the raw end will be 
sandwiched inside the second 
line of stitching. Repeat the 
process with the remaining 
strap at the opposite end of the 
zip. Finally, stitch a button to 
the end of the other strap. Place 
the cushion pad inside the 
cover, zip closed, then wrap the 
straps around the chair back 
and button to secure.

3 Cut a length of zip to the 
same length as the gap in 
the back of the cover, plus 

an extra 5cm. Open 3cm of the 
zip, then pull on the zip slider. 
To stop the slider from coming 
off, stitch across the plastic teeth 
at both ends.

4 Stitch the prepared zip 
into the opening using a 
zipper foot. With the right 

side of the fabric showing, place 
the opened zip face down, 
matching the end with the zip 
slider to one end of the opening. 
Position the slider 3cm away 
from the end of the stitching, 
back into the cover; this will 
enable the zip to be stitched in 
place without the slider 
interfering with the stitching 

1

4

2

5

3

6

1 Centre the pad over pattern 
paper, press down on the 
edges and draw around the 

circumference. Fold the paper 
through the centre and firm up, 
then make the pencil lines 
more accurate on just one side. 
Add 1cm seam allowance to  
this line and cut out. As the 
template is cut out through two 
layers of the folded piece of 
paper, the curves will be exactly 
mirrored. Mark on the template 
the back and front of the pad. 
Lay the template onto the seat 
of the chair and mark the 
position of the two outer back 
spindles. Position and pin the 
template onto a double piece of 
fabric, right sides facing, then 
cut out.

2 Neaten the edges of  
the fabric pieces by 
overlocking or zig zagging. 

Match the two pieces together, 
right sides facing. Place a pin on 
the two spindle positions, then 
around the front curve of the 
cover. Stitch, with a 1cm seam 
allowance, from the first pin, 
around the front curve to the 
second spindle pin; this will 
leave a gap in the back.

Sit back and enjoy your 
roast atop these stylish

seating cushions
If your dining suite is in need of a do-over, then our designer Amanda Walker 
has got you covered. Simple enough for novice sewers, all you need to get started 
on this project are your old seat covers, a wodge of gorgeous upholstery fabric,  

plus some buttons and zips to match. What are you waiting for?

Get started
● Upholstery fabric ● Zip and zip 
sliders ● Button ● Rouleau  
loop turner
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fabric 
shopper

Golden Hue
Mustards will add a warm glow 
to any table set-up this season! 

We adore the rich tones of 
shade Curry. £11.50 per 
metre, stoffstil.co.uk
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Our designer Corinne Bradd has made the most of 
the jolly motifs within this collection, designed by Stuart 

Hillard for the Cotton Patch Co, and so can you! This trio 
of wonderfully quick projects features bonbon bowls that 
are almost too sweet to fill, seasonal bookmarks (that will 
also serve just as well in your recipe books), with a special 

winter fairy as the icing on the cake!

toptip
To make a deeper 
bowl, increase the 

distance of the 
parallel lines from  

the outer edge.

Get started
l Fabric, cotton: assorted prints; 
coordinating plains l Quilt  
wadding l Fibre filling l Buttons  
l Embroidery threads l Cotton 
DK yarn l Narrow ric rac l Craft 
lolly stick l Crystal bead

5mm seam allowance used 
throughout, unless otherwise stated.

Stitch a 
sweetie dish
Dish up a bonbon 
bonanza in your new 
hexagonal trays in classic 
Christmas colours! 

1 Download the templates 
from sewmag.co.uk, print 
and cut out. For each bowl, 

use the template to snip out 
two hexagons from fabric and 
one from wadding. Place the 
fabrics right sides together with 
the wadding on top, aligning 
the shapes. Pin and sew around 
the edge, leaving a 5cm gap in 
the centre of one straight side.

2 Trim the wadding close to 
the seam, clip the corners 
and turn right side out to 

sandwich the wadding inside. 
Fold in the edges of the gap and 
tack, then press. Topstitch 
around the edge to close the 
gap and neaten. Use a chalk 
pencil to draw parallel lines 
3.5cm from the edge to mark an 
inner hexagon. Topstitch over 
the lines of the inner hexagon. 

3 Fold the flat shape in half 
from point to point and 
pin. Topstitch from the 

inner line of stitching to the top 
of the bowl at a right angle at 
each end of the folded hexagon 
to create an upright. Refold the 
shape using the pairs of points, 
and topstitch as before to create 
the remaining sides of the dish.

ways      with
the

merry & bright 
Collection  

3

TEMPLATE
DOWNLOAD

$
sewmag.co.uk/templates
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toptip

Stitch  
bookmarks
Stitch up thoughtful stocking 
fillers for an avid reader’s  
new treasures!

1 Download the  tree template  
from sewmag.co.uk, print and 
cut out. To make a striped panel 

for the tree shape, snip strips of fabric 
at least 2.5cm wide and sew, right 
sides together. Press the seam 
allowances to one side. 

2 Lay the panel, right side up, on 
top of the wadding and topstitch 
along the seam lines to quilt, 

then use the template to cut out 
triangular tree shapes. Trim matching 
triangles in coordinating backing and 
place on top of the quilted piece, right 
sides together. 

3 Sew around the edge of each 
shape, leaving a 3cm gap in the 
centre of the lower edge for 

turning. Clip the corners, turn out and 
press. Cut fabric, 2.5cm by 6cm, fold in 
half and stitch up the sides, then turn 
out and press to make a tree trunk. 
Slip the raw end of the trunk into the 
turning gap and pin. Topstitch around 
the shape, securing the trunk in place 
at the same time. 

For stockists of this seasonal collection, visit visagetextiles.com

TEMPLATE
DOWNLOAD

$
sewmag.co.uk/templates

toptip
Embellish the tree 
with ric rac, or top 

with buttons!

1 Download the star 
template from sewmag.
co.uk, print and cut out. 

Trace the star shape onto the 
wrong side of a square of 
patterned fabric, centring any 
motif if necessary. Pin, right 
sides together, onto a square 
of coordinating cotton and 
stitch along the drawn line, 
leaving a 2cm gap in the 
centre of one edge.

2 Cut out the star and clip 
all the angles before 
turning out through the 

gap. Fold in the raw edge of 
the gap and press the star, 
before topstitching all around 
the edge, closing the gap at 
the same time. 

3 To create a tassel, wrap 
cotton or embroidery 
thread over four fingers 

20 times, or to suit. Cut the 
thread and slip off the hand, 
then insert a separate  length 
of thread under the loops at 
one end for a hanger. Bind the 
loops tightly 1-2cm from the 
top, then cut through the 
bottom loops and trim.  
Attach the tassel to a point  
of the star

066-069 Corinne Showcase 143 PD.indd   67066-069 Corinne Showcase 143 PD.indd   67 02/10/2020   11:0702/10/2020   11:07



SEW
 MA

GA
ZIN

E  6
8

ways      with
the

merry & bright 
Collection  

3 The spirit of Christmas  
has arrived, meet  

beatrice the fairy     
Aptly named Beatrice, meaning the bringer of joy and happiness, we can just imagine that this 

dazzling doll with her snow-white hair is visiting from a nearby holly tree to play. By stitching her, 
you’ll learn handy toy-making tricks, including creating hair without needing to work over the entire 
area, and how to ensure she keeps her head erect on such a slim neck. The dress is so simple, so 

why not gift her with an extra frock wrapped as a present?

1 Download the template from 
sewmag.co.uk, print and 
cut out. Snip two wings from 

patterned fabric and one from 
wadding. Cut four legs from 
patterned fabrics, and two bodies 
and four arms from plain cotton. 
Pair up the body, arms and legs, 
wrong sides together, and sew, 
leaving the underside of each 
arm, the bottom straight edge of 
the body and top straight edges 
of the legs unsewn for turning.

2 Align the wings with right 
sides together and the 
wadding on one side, then 

stitch around the edge, leaving a 
3cm gap in the lower edge. Turn 
out the wings, fold in the raw 
edges and topstitch around the 
shape. Add lines of topstitching 
from the centre out to the points 
in the wings. Turn out the legs 
and stuff fairly firmly with fibre 
filling to 1cm from the top. Tack 
across the top of each leg to hold 
in the filling. Turn out the arms 
and stuff, then fold in the raw 
edges at the turning gap and  
slip-stitch closed. 

3 Turn out the body and stuff 
firmly, adding a craft stick 
to the neck area to prevent 

the head from drooping. Firmly 
pack the fibre filling to 1.5cm 
from the lower edge and tack 
across at this point to retain the 
filling. Fold in 5mm around the 
lower edge and tack the top of 
the legs between the folded 
edges, then hand-stitch in place 
while securely closing the 
bottom edge of the body. 
Remove all tacking stitches.

4 Firmly sew the top of the 
arm to the shoulders, 
positioning them evenly. 

Blanket-stitch the straight seam 
of the arm to the side seam of  
the body, to slant the arm 
downwards. Mark a face on the 

doll with a removable marker, 
then embroider over the design 
with two strands of coloured 
embroidery thread; add white 
thread highlights to the eyes and 
use coloured pencils to shade the 
eyes, cheeks and chin.

5 Thread two needles with 
sewing cotton, ready to use 
one at each side of the head. 

Secure a continuous length of DK 
cotton yarn on the seam line, 
first at one side, then at the other. 

Zig zag across the forehead in a 
satin stitch effect, stitching the 
yarn to the strand at each side to 
create a diagonal fringe. 

6 Cut several 20cm lengths 
of yarn, fold in half and 
stitch the loops to the side 

seams on the head, stopping 3cm 
from the neck. Draw a line across 
the back of the head and sew 
more yarn along this line in the 
same way, to avoid creating too 
much hair for the doll. Add a few 

strands of looser yarn across the 
forehead and secure with a 
crystal bead as a hairclip.

7 Snip out the cap and peak 
pieces from fabric, and pair 
up, right sides together. 

Stitch along the bottom straight 
edge of the cap and around the 
inner curve of the front. Turn 
right sides out and topstitch the 
seams. Place the pieces right 
sides together and sew around 
the outer curve, clipping the 
seam allowance with pinking 
shears before turning out and 
slipping over the head to cover 
the bald areas. Secure the cap 
across the back of the head with 
a few small running stitches.

8 Cut out one dress front and 
two back pieces. Join, right 
sides together, along the 

shoulder seams. Fold in 5mm 
around the neckline and the 
sleeve bottoms, then topstitch. 
Turn in 5mm along the centre-
back edges and stitch. Line up 
the backs and front, right sides 
together, to sew around the arms 
and down the side seams; clip the 
underarm angle before turning 
out. Hem the bottom of the dress. 

9 Using a double thickness of 
thread, gather the centre of 
the wings from top to 

bottom to add structure. Stitch 
the wings securely to the close to 
the back of the neck. Fix snap 
fasteners to the back edges of the 
frock, working around the wings, 
if necessary.

top tip
Use a cotton yarn  

with a metallic 
thread to add extra 

sparkle to the 
fairy’s hair!

 Lightly mark the face before 
 embroidering over the lines 
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Stuart Hillard’s collection 
in traditional red, white 

and green certainly lives up 
to its name of Merry and 
Bright! £8 per metre, 
cottonpatch.co.uk

Sprig of GreenRed & Green Ribbon

Thanks to Melissa Clewer for 
helping us name our mascot! 

We hope you enjoy your 
prize – a year’s supply of 
dressmaking patterns!  

Help us with suggestions for 
next month’s toy at 
facebook.com/sewhq
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Deck the halls 
with a red-breasted 

robin pennant 
If you’re looking for an alternative to the classic Christmas wreath 

Mandy Shaw’s chirpy pennant makes a fabulous choice. It features a 
charming robin red breast and festive boughs of holly, which are both 
made up from scraps you can find in your stash. Mandy has used a 

traditional red and green palette for this design, but you could  
experiment with anything you have to hand – why not try an icy  

blue and silver combination? 

TEMPLATE
DOWNLOAD

$
sewmag.co.uk/templates

Get started
l Fabric, cotton: green dot, red, 
green check, backing; oddments in 
brown, red, white, green 
l Interfacing l Fusible webbing 
l Ric rac, narrow, red 
l Ribbon bow l Small bells, three 
l Buttons: micro black, one; small, 
star-shaped, white, three; medium, 
red, two l Small pom-poms, two 
l Wooden dowel, 33cm 
l Ready-made binding 
l Hanging cord, 50cm 

Size
Finished size: 33cm x 37cm

1 Download the robin and 
holly templates from 
sewmag.co.uk, print and 

cut out. To make the pennant 
template, draw a 33cm line 
across the top of a large piece of 
card and mark the centre point. 
From here, draw a line 37cm 
down. Join up the bottom of the 
vertical line with each end of  
the horizontal line to create a 
triangle, then cut out.

2 Use the template to  
cut out a triangle from  
backing fabric, the  

chosen background fabric and 
interfacing, plus two triangles 
from fusible webbing. Fuse the 
background triangle onto the 
interfacing to make the main 
part of the pennant. Fuse the 
backing piece onto the reverse  
of the pennant.

3 Iron fusible webbing to the 
wrong side of the green dot 
fabric, then cut three strips, 

5cm x 46cm. Peel off the backing 
paper and adhere to the edges  
of the pennant, overlapping at 
the three corners. Trim, then 
blanket-stitch in place. Place ric 
rac over the inside edge of the 
green dot triangle, then stitch 
through the middle to secure. 

4 Use the robin and holly 
templates to cut out the 
pieces from fusible 

webbing and fabric scraps, then 
appliqué in place. Sew on a micro 
button eye and embroider a 
black beak using satin stitch.

5 Bind the three edges with 
the ready-made binding. 
Attach three star-shaped 

buttons to the right of the robin 
and three bells onto the holly. 

 Decorate the edges of the pennant    
 using ribbon, ric rac or binding 

top tip
Fusible webbing 

will attach the  
design, but to ensure 

the project is long-
lasting, stitch 

it in place as well.

Stitch a ribbon bow onto the 
bottom of the pennant, then sew 
two medium-sized red buttons 
at either side of the top.

6 To cover the dowel, fold 
red fabric in half 
lengthways, right sides 

together. Sew the long seam 
with a 6mm seam allowance, 
leaving the short ends open. 
Turn the fabric tube the right 

way out, thread it onto the dowel  
and gather it up.

7 To make the dowel loops, cut a 
piece of binding, 13cm. Fold, 
right sides together, then stitch 

at the top on the wrong side of the 
pennant, 5cm in from the side. Repeat 
for the other loop. Thread the dowel 
through the hanging loops and glue a 
pom-pom to each end. Attach a 
length of hanging cord to the dowel.
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get the 
book

Discover more fun home 
décor projects in Mandy’s 

Magical Christmas by 
Mandy Shaw, £9.99, 

davidandcharles.com
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TEMPLATE
DOWNLOAD

$
sewmag.co.uk/templates

Create a magical winter 
wonderland with our

frosted trees     
Arranged on your Christmas table or displayed on a shelf, these conical trees by 
Jemima Schlee will make a charming addition to any winter scene. One fat 

quarter makes six trees, so you can whip up a whole forest in just one afternoon. 
Simply complete with a dusting of snowy stitches, which are perfect for sewists 

wanting to practise embroidery techniques in the process.  

Get started
l Fabric: cotton, green l Fusible 
interfacing l Fusible stabiliser  
l Dried pulses l Fibre filling 
l Thin card, A5 l Embroidery 
thread, white

1 Download and print the templates 
from sewmag.co.uk. Cut out the tree 
in green fabric, then fuse interfacing 

to the wrong side. Use white embroidery 
thread to decorate the right side with 
French knots and three-stitch stars. 

2 Fold the fabric, right sides together, 
so that the two straight sides align. 
Pin along this edge, marking a 

turning gap of around 3cm with pins at 
either side. Tack along this edge, to either 
side of the gap.

3 Machine-sew a 1cm seam, reverse 
stitching at either end. Trim off the 
point at the top, taking care not  

to snip into the stitches. Use a hot iron to 
press the seam open, being careful of 
your fingertips.

4 Using the base template, cut one 
circle in fabric and one in fusible 
stabiliser. Fuse the stabiliser to the 

centre of the wrong side of the fabric. Pin 
and tack the base to the bottom of the tree, 
right sides together.

5 Machine-stitch a 1cm seam around the 
base, working very slowly to reduce 
puckering. Remove the tacking. Turn 

right sides out through the gap, then use a 
pin to pick at the top and make the tip as 
sharp and neat as you can.

6 Make a funnel using thin card 
secured by a pin. Slot it into the 
turning gap, pour in dried pulses and  

fill approximately 2.5cm of the base, then 
stuff with fibre filling. Tuck in the raw 
edges of the turning gap and stitch closed.
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top tip
Add a couple of toy 

deer and some  
cotton wool snow  
to complete this 

Christmas scene.
 

get the 
book

For more fun festive projects, 
check out Fat Quarter: Christmas 

by Jemima Schlee, £12.99, 
GMC Publications,  

available online and from  
all good bookshops.
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You’ve just finished the last stitch on your latest me-made 
dress, but it’s still missing that certain je ne sais quoi... A 
hand-crafted accessory, of course! This month we are thrilled 

to introduce you to our latest online masterclass, which walks you 
through a whole host of accessories that offer practicality, without 
compromising on style. You’ll get creative alongside The Crafts 
Channel demonstrator Corinne Bradd, who will guide you through 
essential techniques at a pace to suit you. Once you’ve finished 
watching, simply download the ‘Stitch Accessories with Confidence 
Download Bundle’, which is packed with bonus projects and 
templates, plus our stitching essentials for beginners. 

                                    

STITCH ACCESSORIES WITH 
 CONFIDENCE 

ADD THAT FINAL FLOURISH TO 
YOUR OUTFIT, THANKS TO OUR 

VIRTUAL CRAFT-ALONG COURSE

 Search
On your desktop computer, visit 

youtube.com/TheCraftsChannel, 
click the ‘Playlists’ tab along the top, 
then select ‘Stitch Accessories with 

Confidence’ to start your course

 download
To download your resource pack, 

visit sewmag.co.uk, press  
‘Sewing patterns’ and select  

‘Stitch Accessories with Confidence’  
Download Bundle’

 create
Gather your essential craft  

supplies including your sewing 
machine, fabric, needles and  

thread, then you’re ready to go!

GET STArted in 
 EASY
 STEPS 
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STITCH ACCESSORIES WITH 
 CONFIDENCE 

“Making your own accessories is the best 
way to make your outfit truly feel like ‘you’, 
plus it will enable you the freedom to pick out 

fabric that suits your favourite looks, too.” 
 

Corinne Bradd, The Crafts Channel Demonstrator

PLAYLIST PROJECTS
  Drawstring circle pouch

 Simple tote bag Adorable elephant purse
 Protective phone case

 Tasseled boho earrings
  Leather-effect hair accessories Plus, much more!

 BONUS 
 BUNDLE  

Download your free pack at 
sewmag.co.uk and use alongside 
the course. Enjoy our round-up of 

fun-to-stitch accessories, our 
must-read sewing machine guide 

and the practical templates. Once 
you’ve completed the projects in 

the videos, have a go at our  
extra makes to practise  

your technique!

COMING 
NEXT 
MONTH...
BUST YOUR SCRAP 
STASH IN 30 MINUTES

l If you’re sewing a tote bag 
that you’re likely to chuck in the 
washing machine, pre-launder 
the fabric to avoid the 
possibility of shrinkage.
l Consider which fastenings 
you want to use: visible types 
include buttons, togs and 
various zips, while invisible zips 
and smaller fastenings, such as 
press studs, will be much more 
discreet on your design.
l Clipping the curves inside 
your bag is an easy way to help 

you get a crisp, finished look at 
the corners once it is turned out.
l When sewing through multiple 
layers or tough fabrics, such as 
leather, remember to switch 
your sewing machine needle to 
suit. It’s also useful to have 
Universals on hand when 
stitching linings, too.
l Sturdy clips, such as the 
Clover Wonderclips, will hold 
thick layers of fabric firmly. Keep 
a bowlful to hand when working 
your way through these projects.

 SEWING GURU CORINNE’S TOP TIPS 
FOR SEWING ACCESSORIES

SEW MAGAZINE  75
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1 Download the template at 
sewmag.co.uk, then print 
and cut out. Mark two star 

shapes on the felt. On each one, 
use a pencil to draw straight lines 
from the centre to the six points. 
Thread the needle with three 
strands of white embroidery 
thread. Work several fly stitches 
along each chalk line, varying the 
sizes and direction, sewing some 
as V shapes and others as Y shapes.

2 Repeat the design on all  
six main spokes of the 
snowflake, then intersperse 

shorter patterns or individual 
stitches in between. Add a few 
French knots or cross stitches to 
accentuate points in the overall 
design. Thread the needle with  
a different colour and stitch 
around the drawn outline of  
the six-pointed star with blanket 
stitch to create a border. 

3 Add a button in the centre. 
Repeat the entire design  
on the second star or  

use fly stitches in a different 
combination. Cut out the two  
felt stars, 5mm from the line of 
blanket stitch all around. Align  
the stars, wrong sides together, 
sandwiching the two ends of the 
hanging ribbon at one of the 
points of the star. 

4 Blanket-stitch around the 
edge in matching thread to 
the last two sides, then 

pause to insert fibre filling inside 
through the gap. Tease out the 
stuffing to avoid an uneven  
lumpy texture, then pad the 
decoration to your taste. Finish  
blanket-stitching the gap closed 
and secure the thread ends inside.      

Scandi 
Snowflake Decs 

Lend a traditional 
touch to a tree with

Full of Nordic charm, Susie Johns’ felt ornaments are created using  
fly stitch, one of the easiest stitches to master. Add a distinctive border  
and a few French knots for handmade decorations to enjoy for years  

to come. Pssst, they also make quick and easily customisable gifts  
from felt oddments, too!

STITCH
SCHOOL

Susie Johns’

Get started
l Felt, 10cm x 20cm  
l Six-stranded embroidery thread, 
one skein each: white, green, red, 
grey l Fibre filling l Narrow 
ribbon, 15cm long l Small button 
l Embroidery needle  
l Chalk pencil

Size
10cm diameter

“to create a Y shape, make the vertical stitch that holds 
the V in place a little longer”

Susie Johns

 vary the size and direction of  
the fly stitches for intriguing designs 
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top tip
Cut a length of  

embroidery thread 
and separate half the 

strands to thread your 
needle with just three 

strands at a time.

TEMPLATE
DOWNLOAD

$
sewmag.co.uk/templates

Home & Gifts

Fly Stitch

1Bring the needle out at A, 
hold the thread down and 
insert the needle a little to the 

right at B (level with A). Bring the 
needle back out at C, below and 
halfway between A and B.

2Keeping the thread under 
the needle, pull the 
thread through. Insert 

the needle at D to make a small 
tying stitch in the centre.
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Quilt Block 

Did you know that our website is packed with quilt block patterns? 
Here are just some of our favourites – simply search for ‘Quilt 

Boxset’ in the search bar at sewmag.co.uk to download all nine!
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ROUND-UP

 Quatrefoil   Patience  Arch Window 

 pineapple  Dragonfly  Geometric Swirl 

 Flamingo  Easy Heart  Cotton Reel  
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Oh, Christmas tree! You’ll look 
even lovelier with our

    decoration duO 

Mix and match the 
stocking fabric and 
ribbons to best suit 

your Christmas 
colour palette.

top tip

Rummaging in the loft for tinsel is so last year! 
Create fresh new tree trinkets with a little 

help from designers Amanda Walker and 
Debbie Shore. You can get started with the  
six-step stocking bunting, then finish with fabric 
cones filled with sweets, homemade cookies or 

festively fragranced cinnamon sticks.
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Get started
l Fabric: printed cottons, 20.5cm circles, 
two l Ribbon, 5mm x 25.5cm, four l Small 
buttons, eight

Get started
l Fabric, four printed cottons l Ribbon: red 
spot, 2.5cm wide; decorative red l Fusible 
interfacing l Metal bells l Red cord l Small 
pegs l Pinking shears l All-purpose glue

Make stocking bunting

1 Create a simple stocking template  
shape from white card. Snip two fabric 
rectangles, 12cm x 18cm, one piece for 

the face of the stocking and one for the 
backing. Press and fuse interfacing, cut to 
the same dimensions to the wrong side of 
the face fabric.

2 Place the rectangles, wrong sides 
together. Use a sharp pencil and the 
template to draw the shape onto the 

face fabric. Align the straight edge at the 
back of the stocking with the grain of the 
material. Pin the layers together.

3 Stitch along the drawn line, then snip 
along the straight edge at the top of the 
stocking. Press over 2.5cm onto the  

face fabric to reveal the backing. Create a  
cuff at the top.

4 Stitch a length of spotty ribbon to  
the stocking’s cut straight side, 
sandwiching the raw edge inside. Pin 

and edgestitch both sides in place. Cut  
out the stocking using a pair of pinking 
shears, approximately 5mm away from the 
stitching line.

5 Tie a bell onto a length of red cord, 
then shape into a bow; it should be 
centred in the middle of the knot. Stick 

or stitch it to the centre of the spotty ribbon.

6 Repeat the above process with 
contrasting fabrics – nine socks should 
cover a mantelpiece, or continue for a 

longer length to wrap around the tree. Peg 
the finished designs at equal distances apart, 
along the length of the red ribbon. Hang the 
bunting with drawing pins, or make loops at 
each end and hook into place.

Stitch Christmas cones

1 Cut and prepare the two contrast print 
fabric circles; you could use a dinner 
plate as a guide. Snip the circles of fabric 

in half, then in half again to make quarters.

2 Take one quarter, and pin a ribbon 
strip, facing inwards, 4cm in from each 
side of the curve. Tack the ribbon ends 

in place and remove the pins.

3 Place a contrasting piece of fabric  
over the top, right sides together,  
then pin in place and sew across the 

curved edge.

4 Open out the joined piece of fabric and 
refold it, right sides facing inwards, to 
create an elongated diamond. Pin the 

straight sides together, then sew along them, 
leaving a gap of 5cm on whichever piece of 
fabric will sit on the inside of the cone.

5 Trim the seam allowances at the points. 
Turn the right way out and stitch the 
gap in the lining closed.

6 Push the lining of the cone inside the 
outer fabric. Carefully press around the 
top of the cone to leave a small band of 

the lining showing. Add a button at each end 
of the hanging ribbon for decoration.

079-081 Decor duo V2 PD.indd   80079-081 Decor duo V2 PD.indd   80 02/10/2020   11:2602/10/2020   11:26



SEW MAGAZINE 81
home & gifts

If the fabric is a little 
too lightweight to 
hold its shape, use 

spray starch to  
add stability

top tip

4

5

6

get the 
book

FABRIC 
SHOPPER

Containing more than 30 
fun and festive projects, split 
into décor themes, Half Yard 
Christmas by Debbie Shore will 
become your go-to guidebook 
for the winter months. £11.99, 
searchpress.com

Be Merry
Art Gallery Fabrics’ Little Town range 

is bedecked with seasonsal motifs 
that wouldn’t look out of place hung 

on your fir tree this year. We are 
particularly drawn to Be Merry. For 

stockists, visit hantexonline.co.uk

one month 
free trial*

at halfyard 
sewingclub.com

Use code: 
MYHOLIDAY1

*O
ffer available on m

onthly subscriptions only. Valid from
 22nd O

ctober to 3rd D
ecem

ber 2020.
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Move these titles straight 
to the top of your Christmas list!

1 MAKING 
MARMALADE
By Simone Gooding
Follow little Marmalade on her year of 
adventures! This collection by Simone 
Gooding will be treasured by children 
and adults alike, with adorable felt 
outfits and accessories taking this chic 
bunny through every season. Stitch a 
sleeping bag and pillow set or some 
dungarees for chilly autumn days, and 
when spring rolls back around you can 
enjoy making a charming strawberry-
picking outfit and fun butterfly wings. 
£14.99, tuvapublishing.com

2 TEXTILE TRAVELS
By Anne Kelly
This year’s plans may have been 
disrupted, but award-winning textile 
artist and author Anne Kelly has 
captured her experiences with travel 

BOOKS  
we’re loving... 

beautifully in this new title – it’s got  
us dreaming of sunnier climates! She  
explores how memories from trips and 
visits can be translated into works of art, 
and even looks to the future, exploring 
the possibility of space travel as a source 
of inspiration. The book includes a wealth 
of tips and tricks so that you can make 
use of past and present journeys to  
shape your own work. £22.95, 
pavilionbooks.com

3 CHRISTMAS IS IN  
THE AIR
Rico Design
Cross-stitch your way through Christmas 
with this gorgeous compilation. You will 
find a whole range of ideas for embroidery 
projects to fill your home with Yuletide joy. 
From napkins and tablecloths to cushion 
covers and advent calendars, there’s a 
design for every festive occasion. All the 
makes are stitched on off-white, natural 
coloured fabrics for a simple modern look 
that will please Scandi-style lovers 
everywhere. £9.99, rico-design.de

Contains 
everything you 
need to know 
about sewing!

the1

2

3

4
5

4 SEWING FOR THE 
ABSOLUTE BEGINNER
By Caroline Smith
Whether you’re just starting out on 
your me-made journey or looking to 
brush up your stitching knowledge, 
Sewing for the Absolute Beginner by 
Caroline Smith is the perfect place to 
start. You’ll be guided through all the 
basics, including useful equipment, 
essential stitches and fabric know-how. 
Once you’ve had some practice, there 
are 25 projects ranging from home 
décor to toys to get stuck into and test 
out your new skills. Publishes 
November 1st, £12.99, 
searchpress.com

5 JOURNEYS IN 
NATURAL DYEING
By Kristine Vejar & Adrienne Rodriguez
Discover the bright and beautiful world 
of natural textile dyeing with this 
inspirational book. The authors explore 
time-honoured traditions from across 
the world, showcasing work from 
Iceland, Mexico, Japan and Indonesia 
that use the native wildlife to create 
beautiful colours. You will also learn  
the process of creating dyes from your 
own natural environment, with recipes 
for over 400 shades, alongside a 
number of new dyeing techniques. 
£21.99, abramsbooks.com
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MY McIntosh® Yarn  
Two lucky readers will be treated to the ultimate 
shopping experience – each receiving £100 vouchers 
to spend on their choice of fibres at McIntosh Yarn. 
The winners of this fabulous giveaway will be tempted 
by the cheerful yellow of MY Happiness, the vibrant 
strawberry pink of MY Joy, the striking red of MY 
Freedom, the irresistible blue of MY Achievement, 
and that’s just for starters! For more information 
about MY McIntosh® 
yarn, along with an 
introduction to the 
art of Knititation® 
and Mindful 
Knitting™, visit 
knitmcintosh.
com 

SEW MAGAZINE  83

Just tick 
the boxes!
To enter our giveaways via post, tick 
the box that corresponds with the 
prizes you want to win and send 
your entry in by 27.11.20*  
Mark your envelope:  
Sew CHRISTMAS Giveaways,  
PO Box 443, Ipswich, Suffolk, 
IP2 8WG. 

Fill out the form or visit sewmag.co.uk/giveaways to win big today! Fill out the form or visit sewmag.co.uk/giveaways to win big today!

What made you buy this month’s Sew?

   Simplicity patterns        I subscribed  

  Other (please specify)............................................................................

What’s your favourite project this issue?

............................................................................................................................

*Only one entry per household. Terms and conditions can be found online at sewmag.co.uk

  Funky Iron

  Linda Plant

  Ragdale Hall Spa

  Groves

  MY McIntosh® 

WIN
sew

WITHPress  and  go
The new British-designed 
Funky Iron blends retro good 
looks with top functionality. 
This stylish appliance has been 
designed to make ironing as smooth, 
comfortable, and efficient as possible. It will power 
through your fabric projects in no time, and with 
three gorgeous colours to choose from, it also 
makes a lovely addition to any craft room. Each iron 
is worth £79.99, and comes with a complementary 
heat-resistant silicone pad so you can rest the iron 
on your ironing board. For more information, visit 
funkyappliance.co, @funkyapplianceco 

Up  your   
business  game
Are you thinking of turning your crafting hobby 
into a business? Or needing help to improve the 
success of your craft brand to take it to the next 
level? BBC’s The Apprentice interviewer, Linda 
Plant – one of Britain’s most successful business 
leaders – is offering her new Business Blueprint 
Course, worth £299, to one lucky reader. 
Written in her own words, it guides you from 
getting started, to successfully running your own 
company. Linda’s no-nonsense A-Z of business 
also includes a section on building a business in 
uncertain times. This course will inspire you and 
provide you with the confidence and support 
needed to succeed. Visit lindaplant.com for 
more information.

Christmas crafting
Take your festive projects to the next level with these 
exciting and inspirational bundles. Two lucky readers will 
be transforming their trees thanks to a quirky pom-pom 
kit that contains all of the essentials for crafting a display 
of Gonk decorations, a needle felting kit that offers you 
the chance to make a cute snowman, plus a rocking 
horse project that includes pre-punched felt shapes 
for you to sew together. In addition, the two winners 
will be treated to a selection of traditional tartan fabric, 
along with a craft bag. This prize also includes a Hemline 
Advent Calendar filled with accessories and seasonal 
surprises. For stockist information, contact  
groves@stockistenquiries.co.uk  

Look at 
these amazing 

prizes worth over
£1,300

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Other..........................................

Name...............................................................................................................................

Address..........................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................

Postcode.........................................................................................................................

Daytime phone.............................................................................................................

Mobile.............................................................................................................................

Email...............................................................................................................................

Date of birth..................................................................................................................

Overnight Reviver Break
You can win an Overnight Reviver Break for two 
people sharing a Luxury Room at the UK’s leading 
spa resort, Ragdale Hall. Your stay will include 
all meals, plus full use of all of Ragdale’s facilities, 
including the Rooftop Infinity Pool, multi-million-
pound Thermal Spa, gym and a full programme 
of exercise classes. You’ll also enjoy a 50-minute 
treatment, complimentary robe hire and Ragdale 
Hall flip flops. All you’ll need to do is switch off 
and relax! Please visit ragdalehall.co.uk for 
more information.  
T&C’s: The prize is available for over 16s only. Travel is not included. The prize is valid for six months from the 
date the winner is notified, subject to availability. Arrival from 2pm, departure up to 6pm the following day 
(Check out of room at 11am. Locker and luggage storage facilities provided). Prize valid Monday to Thursday. 
Services and facilities may change at any time in line with the latest government guidance relating to Covid-19.

THREE 
LUCKY 

WINNERS!

WORTH

£299 

£500
SPA  

BREAK! 

LUXURY 
FIBRES

TWO TO 
WIN!
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CLAIM YOUR  
*FREE BOOK

Featuring more than 20 pretty 
and nostalgic projects to sew and 
give, you’ll love this cute trip down 

memory lane. Visit giftstoyou.
com/vintagegifts and enter 

discount code GIFTSBOOK20  
in your shopping basket!

Product Code: P2473 
*Just pay postage

EDITOR’S PICK

UNMISSABLE 
HOT DEALS

Threaders Embroidery Kits
These Threaders Embroidery Kits 
are ideal for a range of abilities, 

from the embroidery enthusiast to 
the excited beginner! This kit 

includes: a six inch hoop, hand 
embroidery needle, fabric with 
design print and nine different 
coloured embroidery threads. 

Getting started couldn’t be easier!
Product code: CC266 £16.94

*UK postage costs £4.99. **excludes free offers. Orders must be received by the 3rd December 2020. Offer subject to availability. Only one free 
kit per customer. While stocks last, we reserve the right to send an alternative kit. We can only provide refunds for damaged or faulty goods. 

Please allow 28 days for delivery. Open to UK residents only.

Korbond Desktop  
Chesterfield Storage Drawer  
Tailored to fit harmoniously 

into any homespace, this 
Desktop Chesterfield Storage 

Drawer from craft supplier 
Korbond is the practical 

solution for any keen sewist. 
Perfect for crafting accessories 

as well as cosmetics and 
stationery items, you won’t 
know how you managed 

without it!  
Product code: 190503 

£20.09

G
IFTSTOYOU.

CO
M

SHOP

Mini Cartwright & Butler Box
The ideal gift for friends and family 

alike, this mouthwatering Cartwright 
& Butler hamper from Hamper 

Lounge includes a generous 
selection of sweet goodies. You’ll find 

delicious butter fudge, a mixed 
chocolate selection box, plus lip-

smacking salted caramel toffees to 
keep even the hungriest of recipients 
occupied for a while, all wrapped up 

in a stylish box tied with ribbon. 
Product Code: 1032 

£29.49

STAR BUY

Simplicity Vintage Dress 8013 Pattern 
What’s a girl to do when celebrating the festive 

season at home seems more than likely this 
Christmas? Slip on a vintage handmade gown, 
that’s what! Elegant and classic, this stunning 
creation with its wrap front style is the perfect 

outfit for a special occasion indoors. 
Product Code: US8013H5

£11.50

SHOP NOW AT giftstoyou.com

d

d
d

❆

CLAIM YOUR *FREE BOOK WORTH £24.99!
+ Discover BRAND NEW craft, homeware, beauty and 
gardening gift ideas at our ONLINE SHOP Gifts To You**! 
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 Gift ideas for 
friends and family

Think pink! 
The Classic Rose Wine Selection from Laithwaites isn’t 

just for summer - it’s the perfect light accompaniment to 
get every festive soiree started. Even if it is just you, your 

other half and the dog! This vibrantly joyful six-bottle case 
of unadulterated pink bliss will keep you coming back for 
more, plus each bottle doubles up as a great gift, making 

this case incredible value for money.  Please note, you must 
be over 18 years old to purchase alcohol. Be Drink Aware. 

Visit drinkaware.co.uk
Product Code: X11153 £51.99

Smooth operator
The multi-award-winning Rendezvous Souffle Body 

Cream by Freya + Bailey is a must-have for every 
bathroom shelf. Cocooning your skin with five botanical 

oils and rich shea butter, it’ll help to tone, firm and 
moisturise in one fell swoop. There’s a free mini face 
brush with every purchase, so hurry while stocks last!

Product Code: 197420082031 £25.00

Carry on crafting 
Stylish and sophisticated, this felt crafter’s carry tote is super-

practical too. Featuring compartmentalised interior and exterior 
pockets that allow you to organise all your different crafting 

materials, its easy access means it’s handy for carrying nappies and 
wipes if you have young children too. Whether you’re buying for 

yourself or as a present for a friend, it’s one for the gift list.
  Product Code: 190508 £25.09

Where gifts mean more
SHOP NOW AT giftstoyou.com

Crowd pleaser 
What do you get the person who has everything? A Family Favourites 

hamper from Highland Fayre of course! Containing a huge host of 
tasty treats, including Vitavigor Grissini Traditional Breadsticks, Epicure 
Venison Pate with Red Wine, The Condiment Co. Luxury Stilton Cheese 
dip and Monty Bojangles Milky Mischief Truffles, we’ve run out of space 

to run through all 15 items! If you’re not salivating at the mere thought of 
this bargain bumper hamper, we can’t be friends.

  Product Code: 17926 £50.41 
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Get to grips with the 
dressmaking basics!
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who does what...

THE PERFECT FIT
The key to successful fitting 
is taking accurate body 
measurements to ensure you get 
the right size. Pattern sizes aren’t 
the same as high street clothing 
sizes, so don’t be tempted to skip 
this stage. Once you’ve taken your 
measurements, compare them 
to those on the pattern envelope 
or Size It Up panel opposite, then 
you can make any necessary 
alterations.

Cut out the paper according 
to the size closest to the 
measurements you have selected, 
choosing the best fit (for dresses, 
blouses and jackets) in the bust 
and shoulder, as this area is 
harder to adjust. If your waist 
or hip measurements are out 
of proportion according to the 
standard pattern size, then simply 
graduate in or out to reach the 
relevant waist or hip lines to  
your size.

HIGH BUST

FULL BUST

WAIST

HIPS

TAKING YOUR 
MEASUREMENTS 
Measure while in the underwear you 
will be wearing and hold the tape 
measure comfortably snug,  
but avoid pulling tight. 

HEIGHT Standing against a flat wall without 
wearing shoes, measure from the floor to the top  
of your head. 
HIGH BUST Measure directly under the arms, 
straight across the back and above the bust. 
FULL BUST Take the tape measure around  
the fullest part of your bust and straight  
across the back. 
WAIST Tie a length of narrow elastic around the 
waist and let it settle naturally at your waistline, 
then measure over it. Keep the elastic handy for 
future garments. 
HIPS Measure around the body at the  
fullest part. This is usually 18-23cm below the waist.

Published by 
Aceville Publications Ltd

21-23 Phoenix Court, Hawkins Road,  
Colchester, Essex CO2 8JY 

© Aceville Publications Ltd. 

Toy safety: please note that toys with small 
parts are not suitable for children under three 
years of age. If making a toy for a very young 

child omit any buttons and embroider the 
details instead. Babies should be supervised 

when playing with toys. 
All projects from this issue and the FREE online 
patterns are for personal home use only and 

cannot be sold or used for commercial purposes. 
All patterns that are featured in Sew are 

reproduced in good faith that they do not infringe 
any copyright. The publishers are not responsible 

for any safety issues arising from any items 
created from projects contained within Sew 

magazine. While all possible care has been taken 
to ensure the accuracy of all projects, we are not 

responsible for printing errors or the way in which 
individual work varies. Please read instructions 

carefully before starting construction.

l Measure yourself  
in your underwear, 
preferably in the bra  
you will be wearing. 
l Use a new tape  
measure as they can  
distort out of shape  
over time.
l Ask a friend to help  
you, especially with  
tricky measurements  
such as your back-neck  
to waist and height. 
l Be honest with  
your measurements  
and remember that  
pattern sizes are totally 
different to ready-to- 
wear high street sizing.
l Use your  
measurements to  
help you adjust the  
pattern to fit your  
shape, not forgetting  
to take the required 
amount of ease  
into account. 

your
SEWING 
GUIDE
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Sew the stylish 
Reese dress,  
available for  

FREE at   
sewmag.co.uk
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MULTIPLE SIZE CUTTING LINES
These lines indicate dress sizes.  

Highlighting yours can help with cutting. 

GRAINLINE 
Align this mark with the grain of the fabric 

i.e. parallel to the warp (see below). 

FOLD LINE 
This mark indicates that the pattern piece 
should be positioned along the fold of the 
fabric, creating a larger ‘mirrored’ piece. 

BUST/HIP INDICATORS
Located at the bust and hip 

points on the pattern – make any necessary 
adjustments if yours don’t fall there.

LENGTHEN/SHORTEN HERE
This is an opportunity to customise the 

pattern to your preferences.

MISCELLANEOUS 
MARKINGS 

These come in a range of sizes and are 
used as points of reference on a pattern to 

indicate where pieces should be placed. 

TUCKS AND GATHERS 
Bring these lines together 

before stitching. 

BUTTON / BUTTONHOLE 
PLACEMENTS 

These indicate where buttonholes 
should be made on a garment. 

NOTCHES
Match two pieces of fabric together  

at these points. 

UNDERSTAND  
YOUR FABRIC
Getting to grips with your fabric 
is a fundamental part of sewing. 
Before you start, familiarise 
yourself with:

WARP These are the yarns that run the length 
of the fabric. They are stronger than weft yarns 
and less likely to stretch. 

“The trickiest part 
when making a tie belt 
is turning it out to the 
right side. Fold the 
fabric strip for the tie  

in half, with the right side on the 
inside. Machine across each end 
and almost to the centre, leaving a 
small gap to turn the tie out. Trim 
the turnings at the end and with  
a chopstick or similar, push the 
ends out through the central gap. 
This will give two neat ends and 
the gap in the middle can be 
slip-stitched together.”  
MAY MARTIN, SEWING PERSONALITY

BIAS

WARP

WEFT

“A simple polka 
dot design is 
extremely 
versatile. It 
works perfectly 

with 50s inspired looks, 
but will also suit modern, 
contemporary styles, too.” 
CAROLINE BOARDWELL REID, CROFT MILL

Poplin Prints, The Crafty Spot 
- Dark Navy, £7.25 per 
metre, croftmill.co.uk

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

SIZE IT UP
Once you have your body measurements, choose the closest size from the chart below. Remember, there 

will be variations depending on which fabric and pattern you choose, so always make a toile first. 

SELVEDGES

PLACING  
YOUR PIECES
With the paper pattern pieces 
facing up, place them onto the 
fabric. Some will need to be placed 
on the fold of the fabric (where 
it’s folded in half, giving you a 
mirrored piece), which will be 
indicated on the individual pattern 
pieces. Most patterns offer a layout 
guide for the placement, according 
to the width of your fabric. This 
helps you get the most from your 
fabric, and avoids wastage. 

Pattern pieces that are not 
indicated to be placed on the fold 
need to be put on the material 
with the grainline arrow running 
parallel to the selvedge. Measure 
the distance from one end of the 
arrow to the selvedge, repeat for 
the other side of the arrow, and 
move the pattern piece until both 
measurements are the same. 

FOLD

SEW MAGAZINE  87

READING A PATTERN
The basic markings you will find 

on commercial dressmaking 
patterns are important to  

familiarise yourself with. These 
marks indicate various techniques 

or steps and are best  
transferred onto your fabric 
pieces once you’ve cut them. 

WEFT These run over and under the  
warp threads across the fabric from selvedge  
to selvedge. 
BIAS The bias grain runs 45° to the warp and  
weft of the fabric. Cutting garments on the 
bias creates a finished piece that will follow the 
contours of the body. 
SELVEDGE The non-fraying, woven edges that  
run parallel to the warp grain is the selvedge.

         8                  10                  12                  14                  16                  18 
Bust       78cm          83cm         88cm           93cm           98cm            103cm  
Waist        59cm          64cm         69cm           74cm           79cm            84cm  
Hip       85cm         88cm          93cm           98cm           103cm         108cm 
Back neck  
to waist 39cm         40cm          41cm           42cm            43cm             44cm

20
108cm
89cm
113cm
45cm

22
113cm
94cm
118cm
46cm

24
118cm
99cm
123cm
47cm
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It’s Christmaaas…
TREAT YOURSELF OR SOMEONE SPECIAL

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
Visit giftstoyou.com/CRBSF20 or SEWSF20

Looking for more like this?

USE CODE:  CRBSF20

USE CODE:  

SEWSF20

Stocking fillers and more from just £9.99!
Visit :  gi ftstoyou.com/xmas

Check out all our Christmas offers online!

Crafts Beautiful 
Try 3 issues for £9.99*

Packed with the very best cardmaking, 
papercraft, mixed media and stitch 

projects for readers of all skill levels. PLUS 
get a bonus crafty kit with every issue, 

worth £130+ across the year!

SAVE 
37%SAVE 

44%

Sew 
Try 3 issues for £14.99*

Perfect for the stitcher looking to sew their own 
stylish wardrobe, or add that personal touch to 
the home with their crafty creations! PLUS get 
two bonus Simplicity patterns with every issue,  

worth £240+ across the year!

*T&C’s apply - please refer online for details

ALT Christmas House Ad.indd   2ALT Christmas House Ad.indd   2 03/09/2020   11:2303/09/2020   11:23
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You’ll love our
DECEMBER 

ISSUE!
• Master the second block in our Christmas quilt-along
• Pair this issue’s pyjama shirt with matching shorts

• Plus, you’ll love our exclusive superhero dolly!
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Next month in

 JERSEY DUO  GORGEOUS GOWNS 
• Sew two figure-hugging
dresses, designed to suit 
stretch knits
• No fussy fastenings, finish 
yours with an optional waist tie
and sleeve length to suit you

• Make three dresses with an
elasticated waist and stylish 
grown-on sleeves
• Options include a cross-over 
back neckline, plus choose 
from a short or midi length

SAVE THE DATE! Our December
issue is on sale 19th November 2020

2PATTERNS INSIDE
SIZES 12-24*
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Armed with a background in 
print and a 1930s Singer, Poppy 
Treffry was determined from 
the very first stitch to turn her 
talent into a career. And, in 2004, 
she did just that – setting up a 
textile design brand inspired 
by her idyllic life by the Cornish 
coast. Collections of home décor, 
accessories and stationery 
embroidered with picturesque 
motifs have captured the hearts 
of customers, helping to establish 
Poppy as one of the UK’s most-
loved textile designers. The 
products are handmade by a 
group of ladies in Cornwall, 
supporting the local community 
and maintaining the authentic 
charm that the business was 
founded with. We caught up with 
Poppy to find out more about her 
journey to stitch success. 

I have always been creative 
and loved art and drawing, 
but I didn’t actually learn 
to sew until I started my 
business. I studied textile design 
at art school, specialising in print. 
My designs were very illustrative, 
but I didn’t actually need to sew to 
complete my degree. It was only 
afterwards when my grandad 
gave me an old Singer machine 
that he’d rescued from the tip, 
that I started to explore sewing. 
In particular, I was interested in 
working out how I could make 
my machine draw. That said, I was 
always surrounded by stitching 
when I was growing up – my 
mum used an old treadle to create 
clothes, make theatre costumes 
and even mend tents!

Poppy is inspired by everyday 
 life in Cornwall

 Poppy’s lockdown Embroidery    
 Club was a huge success 

the last 
Word

What three words would 
you use to describe your 
sewing style?
Illustrative, quirky and colourful!
What are your favourite 
types of projects to sew?
Projects for friends or family where 
I can take as long as I like.
Who is your favourite  
fabric designer?
I love Pat Albeck’s glorious tea 
towel designs.

Visit poppytreffry.co.uk to 
keep up-to-date with new product 
launches, workshops and more.

THE QUICK-FIRE  
ROUND

As well as being very  
creative throughout school 
and university, I have always 
loved making things and 
selling them. For me it 
was always the goal to create 
something that I could make a 
living from. So, although sewing 
was the medium that ended up 
working for me, it is drawing 
and colour that is at the centre 
of what I do. The technique of 
freehand embroidery has given 
me so much freedom to play 
with texture and colour and 
to create practical things that 
people can use.

Even as the brand has grown, 
I am still very involved with 
all aspects of the business, 
including production. I make 
the first one of every product, 
and create instructions and 
guidelines for my stitchers, 
who then create samples that 
I approve before we move 
to production. I also still do 
the embroidery on all our 
Sketchbook bag range, the 

personalisation on our pictures 
and the embroidery on our 
gorgeous roll-up pencil cases.

I have a wall of clipboards 
in my studio, one for each 
season, where me and the 
team scribble down ideas 
as they strike us. I often 
get ideas in the middle of 
the night and our customers 
have also given us some of 
our best ideas! We produce a 
spring, summer, autumn and 
Christmas collection each year. 
I check the ideas gathered on 
the clipboards, then merge 
them into one huge list. I’ll 
then start creating and the list 
gradually gets honed down to 
the products and designs that 
are the best fit for our brand. 

Our Christmas collection 
has pieces that I envision 
becoming heirlooms. They 
are treasures that people will 
get out again and again, so I 
don’t like to change designs too 
much from year to year. Our 
tea cosies and storage pots are 
really popular – the pots are 
perfect for festive treats and 
the tea cosy is something really 
special to get out each year at 
Christmastime.  

During lockdown, we 
launched the Embroidery 
Club. It was a six-week online 
course, making a different 
freehand machine-embroidery 
project each week. I created a 
programme of video tutorials, 
instructions and template sheets 
that participants received by 
email every Monday morning. 
There was also a really buzzy 
Facebook group where I went 
live every Tuesday to help people 
if they were struggling, and 
where participants could share 
their makes. 

The members of the club 
during lockdown really 
wanted to do it again and 
the idea of a Christmas Club 
captured my imagination. 
I had plans for lots of lovely 
projects we could do, so I 
decided to just go for it – even 
though it’s quite a mammoth 
undertaking. I think as we go 
into winter we’ll be at home 
more and more, and having 
something lovely to sew every 
week will be really nice. In terms 
of future clubs, never say never! 

Poppy Treffry, textile designer

 Her products are 
 all handmade  

 by local sewists 
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