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Hello!
As I write this, the UK has been 
dealt another blow with stricter 
measures that make our future, once 
again, look uncertain. But I’ll be darned if 

I’m going to let it dampen my spirit. So enough with the 
negativity, and onto bigger, brighter, happier things: 
Christmas crafting! It’ll be more important than ever to 
share festive greetings with loved ones, frontline workers 
and even total strangers, wishing them the best possible 
Christmas. This issue is bursting with cards, from 
embossed masterpieces to designs cleverly utilising 
tissue paper. New collections like the Simple Vintage 
North Pole range from Simple Stories do all the hard work 
for you, and we show off the Silhouette Cameo 4’s 
capabilities too. Our projects cover all manner of 
techniques, as does your Vintage Christmas Cardmaking 
Kit from Kanban Crafts. If you haven’t ripped open the 
packaging yet, do so immediately – I insist! Stretch your 
skills with the embossing folder and stamps, and ogle at 
the classic illustrations now at your disposal. Along with 
pull-out papers, big prizes, helpful guides and tons more, 
we really have pulled out all the stops to put a big smile 
on your face.

Rosie
Rosie Savage, Editor

EMAIL: rosie.savage@aceville.co.uk

POST: PaperCrafter, 1 Phoenix Court, 
Hawkins Road, Colchester, Essex, CO2 8JY

CUSTOMER SERVICES: 
0800 904 7000, aceville@dctmedia.co.uk

FOLLOW PAPERCRAFTERMAG

Get in touch!

 
 Never miss  

A COPY OF 

BY SUBSCRIBING 
ON P42

“I explore different 
ways with this 

issue’s Rare Earth 
Christmas digi 

stamps”
K I T T Y  DAY

Lia Griffith’s  
craft room! 

STEP INSIDE AND DISCOVER HER CHRISTMAS CRAFTING RITUALS ON P61

3PA P E R C R A F T E R M A G A Z I N E . C O . U K



Community
18 Club PaperCrafter

76 Designer For The Day

89 Ask The Experts

Regulars
93 Coming Next Month

94 Digital Digest

Make it
22 Card Gallery: Simple Stories 

Simple Vintage North Pole

29 Four quick makes  
featuring Hunkydory

37 A Christmas gift  
wrap special

64 Create pretty festive houses 
in no time

66 Fancy florals with  
Heartfelt Creations

70 Heavenly quilled angels

81 Time and budget-conscious 
tissue paper makes

83 Designers play with our 
latest send-away gift

Learn it
31 Impressive embossing from 

Ingrid Vichova

40 Make a stunning snowglobe 
shaker greeting

57 Exploding box cards to gift 
this Noel

73 Colette Smith tries out a 
gadget from Graphtec

77 Learn layered die-cuts with 
Keren Baker

Buy it
9   Take Note

21 Moodboard: Scandi

60 Shopping: festive pastels

Read it
34 The budgeter’s bonanza!

61 We step inside Lia Griffith’s 
craft room at Christmas

72 Your pocket guide to 
Christmas crafting

88 Reading Corner

98 Get To Know: Letitia Allman

77

36

11

66

Issue 153: Your monthly dose of papercraft magic

PA P E R C R A F T E R M A G A Z I N E . C O . U K4



13

Meet the team

Your  Gift 
Vintage Christmas magic 

from Kanban Crafts

42
Subscribe 

Today
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must-have offerings

Ro s i e  S a v a g e
E D I TO R

A m e l i a  B o l t o n 
D E P U T Y  E D I TO R

C a y l e  H o t e n e 
E D I TO R I A L 
A S S I S TA N T

Letitia 
Allman
from thortful 

talks cards and 
lockdown on p98

64

45

27

Makers Superstore 
giveaway

Prizes worth over 
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Frame game
Ho, ho, ho indeed! Take one look at 

this pretty-in-pastel arrangement and 
you’ll be feeling Crimbo-ready in no 

time. It doesn’t have to cost a fortune 
to festoon your home for the festive 

season. For a pocket-friendly idea, why 
not rethink your die-cuts and frame 

them for instant wow? We recommend 
Hobbycraft’s Wood Glass Insert Frame 
(£8, hobbycraft.co.uk) for a simple 

yet stand-out display. Pressed for 
time? Don’t forget our online archive 

of FREE Christmas SVG files at 
papercraftermagazine.co.uk!
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Flying colours
Need a rainy-day activity to keep the kids  

entertained? You’re sure to love eatsleepdoodle’s  
(eatsleepdoodle.co.uk) new festive launch. Introducing 

the Colour-in Christmas Craft activity pack – the set 
contains three large sheets of gift wrap, six cards and six 

tags, all adorned with everyone’s favourite Christmas icons. 
Great for getting the children involved and adding a 

personal feel to your presents this year.

Send a smile
Home to some of the prettiest greeting cards and 

stationery that we have ever set our eyes upon, The 
Design Palette (thedesignpalette.co.uk) has just 

released its Christmas collection and we think you’re 
going to love it. Putting the Scandi style in the 

spotlight, expect gingerbread men, fir sprigs and 
darling deer. There’s even a card called ‘Ugly 

Christmas Jumper’... but there’s certainly  
nothing ugly about it!

Soothing stationery
It’s time to forget your to-dos for a minute and take some 
me-time with Sainsbury’s autumn/winter stationery range. 
Personalised notebooks with a purpose, these ones are for 
positive notes only! The muted colour palette is perfect for 

mindful reflections and those gold pens are just the thing we 
need for our self-care scribble sessions. sainsburys.co.uk

LONDON CHRISTMAS 
MAKERS MARKET

21ST-22ND 
NOVEMBER 2020, 

ONLINE
 Handmade products 
brought to you by 30 

independent makers from 
London and beyond. Visit 

eventbrite.co.uk

INTRODUCTION TO 
ABSTRACT PAINTING
4-6TH DECEMBER 
2020, WEST 
SUSSEX
Learn techniques in 
abstract painting using 
line, colour, shape and 
frottage. Book at 
westdean.org.uk

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Take Note
Get the scoop on the latest 

seasonal craft news  
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Pretty in pink
Wave hello to Winter Sparkle, 

Dovecraft’s latest Christmas 
collection – available at  

therange.co.uk. Boasting modern 
pink and luxury silver tones, add this 

to your craft stash and you’ll be 
shimmering all season long. You’ll 

also find glitter and rose gold papers 
just in case you need a bit more 

razzle dazzle! Want to see more? 
We put this collection to the test in 

the next issue of PaperCrafter!

Online shop of the month     
Chloes Creative Cards (chloescreativecards.co.uk) is your 

one-stop shop for Christmas cardmaking and crafting supplies! 
Browse must-have stamp sets for the season, upgrade your die 

stash or go OTT with their huge craft glitter range. Whatever’s on 
your wishlist, Chloes Creative Cards is sure to have you covered.

Statement stamps
Create a variety of iconic snowy scenes 

with the detailed artwork in the Snowy 
Sunset Silhouette collection from 

Hunkydory (hunkydorycrafts.co.uk). 
Each set includes an atmospheric 

centrepiece with a coordinating corner, 
sentiment and embellishments. Simply 

stamp your centrepiece in black and 
create fabulous sunset backgrounds with 
the Prism Inks range. Alternatively, stamp 
your scene in winter hues or try different 

techniques such as heat embossing.

Start the countdown
24 beautiful items of personalised stationery are 

waiting to be discovered inside Martha Brook’s new 
Stationery Advent Calendar. Each day offers a 

different piece to be revealed and enjoyed 
throughout the year to come. Plus, it’s their most 

eco-friendly Advent calendar yet. The packaging is 
100% recyclable with zero plastics and some of 
the foil-embossed boxes have been made from 

used coffee cups. marthabrook.com

Take Note
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Wrap it up
Taking inspiration from 

Matalan’s (matalan.co.uk) 
festive wrapping paper 

range, we’re taking our gift 
wrap game up a notch. 

Featuring retro string lights, 
stockings and Christmas 
trees on cars, those bold 

hues and iconic illustrations 
are sure to cheer anyone up 

– yep, even the humbugs. 
After the year we’ve had, we 

deserve to have a little fun.

Add a sparkle to your 
stash with these 

bri l l iant buys

WOW! Metallic Gold Rich 
embossing powder, £2.75, 

wowembossingpowder.co.uk

Deco Foil Transfer 
Sheets in Gold, visit 

thermoweb 
online.com for 

stockists

Pilot Pintor fine tip 
marker pen in Gold, 

£10.75, find stockists at 
pilotpen.co.uk

Color Pour Pre-mixing 
Metallic Pouring paint in Gold, 

£13.31, amazon.co.uk

Fine line
Introducing Sakura’s brand 

new Pigma Micron 10 and 12 
fineliners. The Pigma Micron  

in 10 has a line width of 60mm 
and the 12 has a line width of 

70mm – the fine nibs make 
these pens ideal for drawing, 

colouring and illustrating larger 
technical and artistic drawings. 

Plus, the ink is the same 
reliable Pigma ink that’s 

permanent, waterproof, fade 
resistant, quick-drying and  

pH-neutral. royaltalens.com

GO FOR

gold

Boost 
your skills

Learn something new with West 
Dean College of Arts and 

Conservation’s Make Time to 
Make campaign! Launching 300 

short online courses from 
October 2020 to April 2021, 

you’ll find a workshop dedicated 
to all manner of disciplines from 

calligraphy to Japanese 
woodblock printmaking, painting 
and much more! Prices start at 

£128. westdean.org.uk

F l i c k  t o  p 3 7 
f o r  m o r e  g i f t 

w r a p p i n g
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M Oyster Paper Crafts c
at Poles Apart

Station Road, Cupar, 

Fife, Scotland KY15 5HB
Monday - Wednesday & Friday 10am-4pm
Thursday 9am-12pm, Saturday 9am-4pm

Tel: 01334 654606
Find us on Facebook: ‘McOyster Paper crafts at Poles Apart’ don’t forget to like our page!

Best of      
HIGHLY COMMENDED

Best Independent
Store Scotland

We stock a selection 

of leading brands:

Whether you are
looking for new skills
or inspiration to new
products or topping up
your craft stash we will
be able to help you. 

SHOP 
NOW 
OPEN NOW

STOCKING
FABRICS!

All your
Paper craft

products
available
in store

Brand New
Christmas

Products Now
Available!
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Ring in the most magical season of the year with this issue’s bonus 
card kit, courtesy of Kanban Crafts. With its rich, traditional red 

and green colour palette, this vintage collection harks back to 
Christmases of yesteryear. Rustic winter flora like poinsettias 

and pine cones combine perfectly with accents of gold foil 
and fancy script phrases for those final first-class 

finishes. Need some inspiration on how to  
use your kit? Look overleaf for designer-

approved makes that you can 
rely on!Bonus 

poinsettia 
embossing folder 

for textured 
impressions 

Flex multiple 
techniques with your

CARDMAKING KIT

KANBAN 

 
Pop-out 
toppers 

including sentiments and gold foil

VINTAGE
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sarah jackman read

How to… 
Dry emboss 

WITH

This is a really easy technique that 
allows you to achieve a raised 

impression on the surface of your 
cardstock, perfect if you’re after a little 

more texture. You don’t need to have  
a die-cutting machine to give dry 

embossing a go, but it’s definitely the 
easiest way to do it. Simply place 
cardstock inside your poinsettia 

embossing folder and feed it through 
your machine. The roller will then apply 

pressure and create the raised reliefs. 
Once you retrieve it from the other side, 
remove the card and you should be left 

with a lovely textured pattern.

5 SAVVY 
WAYS WITH 

YOUR KIT   
 Use a wet glue to attach 

embellishments to glitter 
paper so that they stay put

 Trim any rough edges from 
your die-cuts using sharp 

scissors or a fine emery board

 When stamping a 
background, change the 

direction of your stamps and 
stamp off the edges of the card 

to achieve a random effect 

 Try inking the inside of 
your embossing folder, then 
emboss your card as usual to 
get some interesting effects

 Pair the gold foil accents on 
the kit elements with metallic 

embossing powders     

H e a d  t o

t o  d o w n l o a d  y o u r 

E X T R A  K a n b a n 

C r a f t s  p a p e r s  

f o r  F R E E !

papercraftermagazine.co.uk

 Traditional 
tartan  

Mount poinsettia paper onto  
a red blank, 12cm square. Trim 
tartan paper to 9.5cm square 
and adhere a sentiment tab in 

the top-right corner. Mount 
onto the card. Attach gold 

flourishes in the top-left and 
bottom-right corners with 3D 

foam pads. Secure a large 
sentiment topper in the centre 

using 3D foam pads. Stamp  
a poinsettia, bow and candy 

cane, colour them in, then trim. 
Fix to the topper with 3D foam 

pads to complete.
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Poinsettia wreath
Mount green card, then gold mirri, onto a 

white square blank. Trim a smaller panel of 
white, then stamp poinsettia and foliage in 

a wreath formation using red and green 
inks. Once dry, add light washes of red and 

green watercolour paints to fill in the 
stamped motifs, then embellish the centres 
with gold glitter glue. Stamp a sentiment in 
the middle using dark green ink. Layer the 

panel onto the card front to finish.  

Layer up  
Create a green blank, 12cm square, then 
layer green flourish paper on top. Adhere  
a rectangular topper towards the top-left 

corner and a mistletoe topper towards the 
top-right. Trim robin paper to 4.5cm x 

12cm, layer onto green patterned paper, 
then secure along the bottom. Attach a 

sentiment panel on the left-hand side with 
3D foam pads. Stamp, colour and cut out a 
robin, then adhere in the top-left corner of 

the sentiment with 3D foam pads. Add a 
mistletoe topper and bow towards the 

bottom-right corner with 3D foam pads.

Find two bonus makes using 
your kit on our website at 

papercraftermagazine.co.uk

Experiment 
with different 

mediums to 
colour in your 
stamped motifs

Don’t be afraid 
to layer up 
contrasting 
panels and 
toppers for 

added interest

Robin trio
Make a cream z-fold blank. Cut a strip of 

robin glitter paper, mount onto tartan 
paper and attach to the front panel. Add 
a die-cut sentiment to the bottom of the 

strip using 3D foam pads. Fix foiled 
die-cuts in the bottom-right corner and 
add a robin die-cut on top with 3D foam 
pads. Attach a sentiment die-cut to the 

top-right with 3D foam pads. 
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Robin  
centrepiece

Trim holly paper to 10.5cm x 15.5cm, layer 
onto green patterned paper, then matt onto 
a red blank. Add a strip of red tartan paper 

across the centre. Attach a large robin 
topper in the middle with 3D foam pads. 
Cut out gold decorative corners from a 

topper and fix to each corner of the holly 
paper. Arrange foliage, berry, pine cone and 

floral toppers on the left-hand side, then 
secure with 3D foam pads.

Foliage flourish
Place the longest edge of a red blank inside the 
embossing folder and run through a die-cutting 
machine. Highlight the embossed pattern using 
gold gilding wax. Cut a strip of glitter paper to  

2cm x 16cm and run down the left-hand side of 
the greeting. Matt holly paper, 7cm x 9.5cm, onto 
green, then add a rectangular topper on top using 
3D foam pads. Fix to the greeting in the top-left 

corner. Add a sentiment and flower topper. Layer 
floral and foliage die-cuts using glue and 3D foam 

pads, curl up the edges slightly and attach.

Stamp ‘n’ emboss  
Stamp holly, fir and berries in green and red inks 

onto cream foliage paper, 10cm x 14cm, then 
colour in. Round off the corners and apply green 

ink to the edge of the paper. Matt onto glitter 
flourish paper. Add a robin topper and green 

frame to the centre with 3D foam pads. Stamp a 
bow and sentiment onto red in clear embossing 
ink. Heat emboss with gold embossing powder. 

Trim the sentiment, round off the corners and fix 
with 3D foam pads. Cut out the bow and glue to 

the top of the frame. Mount the panel onto a 
green blank and round off the corners. 

Layered Robin 
Christmas Card 

online only!
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Worth £24.99!

 Large leaf embossing folder 
suitable for any occasion 

 Stamp set including 
woodland critters and foliage

 Bonus fox die to keep in 
your stash forever 

25 pieces inside
Look!

Don’t miss issue 154, 
on sale 12th November!

All the trimmings 
Trim floral paper to 11cm x 16cm, add a 
sentiment tab in the top-left corner, then 
layer onto a green blank. Run red foliage 

paper down the centre, followed by a 
thinner strip of tartan paper. Attach a 

small circle topper towards the top with 
3D foam pads and a robin in the centre. 

Stamp two pieces of foliage in embossing 
ink and heat emboss with gold embossing 
powder. Cut out, then fix at the bottom of 
the robin with 3D foam pads, along with a 
floral die-cut. Add a sentiment and bow to 

the bottom of the card with 3D foam 
pads. Stamp, colour and cut out a bell, 

then secure to the bow. 

BUMPER
CARDMAKING KIT

Pair your kit  
with the Kanban 

Vintage Christmas A6 
Card and Envelope set 
(£19.99, kanbancrafts.

com/papercrafter)

Table décor
Trim a strip of gold mirri card 
to the same width and twice 
the length of the embossing 

folder. Emboss, then layer 
onto red mirri card. Wrap 

around a pillar candle, 
trimming to size.

Winter Woodland

Why not create a 
coordinating gift set 

using your kit?
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In



Get in touch!

Your time to shine
The Birdwatcher

PaperCrafter gifts are always such an 
inspiration. I adore robins as they remind  

me of a loved one, coming down from 
heaven to say hello, which is great because  
I lost my mum recently. I always appreciate 

the images and ideas that feature 
throughout the magazine – I’m constantly 

crafting and looking for inspiration. I added 
my own personal touch to this by using 

nesting dies, gold card, gems and ribbon. 
Plus, I used a punch for the small  

snowflake embellishments.
Charlotte Pauls

CHARLOTTE 
PAULS 

has won a craft ing 
goodie bag 
worth £20!

 facebook.com/papercraftermag 

 instagram.com/papercraftermag  

 pinterest.co.uk/papercraftermag  

 twitter.com/papercraftermag  

 youtube.com/thecraftschannel

Or email: cayle.hotene@aceville.co.uk

Maker of the Month
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Over 
to you
WHAT’S THE BEST 

CHRISTMAS PRESENT 
YOU’VE RECEIVED?

Faber-Castell 
Polychromos colouring 

pencils from my 
husband 

C L A I R E  B O E L E M A

All of the craft gadgets 
my partner has 

purchased for me over 
the years. He started 
my crafting journey 

with a Grand Calibur 
die-cutting machine 
about five years ago

M A R I A  H U S K

My first ever 
cardmaking magazine

D I A N A 

W I L L I A M S - R A A H A U G E

The Cricut machine 
that my husband 

bought me a couple  
of Christmases ago.  
I didn’t even know  

I needed one, but now  
I couldn’t be without it!

T R AC I E  B A R N E S

A scrapbooking gift 
certificate. My partner 
came with me to choose 

what I wanted and a 
few years later he 

confessed that gift cost 
him dearly, as he got a 

speeding ticket after 
leaving the place!

D E N I S E  C A S TO N G U AY

The Glitter 
Fanatic
I always go a bit glitter mad 
when making Christmas 
cards and this one is no 
exception. There’s no such 
thing as too much glitter  
at Crimbo, after all! Red  
and gold together is so 
traditional for the season, 
and works perfectly  
with Stamps by Chloes’ 
Geometric Christmas range.
Nicky Leighton

The Commissioned 
Crafter

I had a request to make a 60th birthday card 
for a man whose hobby is photography. I find 

cards for men a real challenge. After 
searching for inspiration, I made this fun 

interactive card using the Lawn Fawn Magic 
Iris Camera add-on and accessories, along 

with mirri card and a camera motif 
background. It also has an interactive tab 
that you pull up to reveal a polaroid with  

a sentiment on it.
Donna Howard

Community

Words to craft by
Them: I can’t get her out of that room.

She’s a craft addict!
Me: I prefer craft goddess actually

More
Makes BY 

YOU

59%  
of you said your 
go-to crafting  

snack is usually 
something sweet!
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The Gardener
I made this card to thank my neighbours for their generous 
sharing of veggies this summer. I used Paper Smooches’ 
Green Thumb stamp set for the seed packages and their 
Twiggy Florets set for the sentiment. The card base was 
taken from the 
Stampin’ Up! 
Crumb Cake 
cardstock pad, 
then matted 
with black and 
Doodlebug’s 
floral graph 
paper. I hope 
everyone enjoys 
my make.
Judith 
Vidourek

Instaglam

We’re obsessed with 
these florals from 
@oco_origami

@strawberrycream39 
getting us in the 
Christmas mood

@quillsbycatherine 
with a bookshelf 

masterclass

Ink and paint majesty  
from the incredible  

@juliehamiltoncreative

The Ink Experimenter
Recently, I’ve been enjoying challenging myself to make 
my own inky background papers that I can then use to 
make sets of cards with. I made this notelet set and box 
using my new Craft Buddy Forever Flowerz Delightful 
Daisies stamps 
and dies with 
some of my 
favourite distress 
oxide inks. 
They’re perfect  
to give as a gift 
and keep in touch 
with friends  
and family. 
Naomi Hanlon

   on Facebook
The other day I spent about 

ten minutes looking for  
a marker pen. Of course, 

it turned out it was behind 
my ear!

Melissa Lewis

Funny
The Origami Lover
My passion in life has always been 3D paper  
art. When I was a child I was diagnosed with 
fibromyalgia, which impacted my life as well as my 
crafting. I found origami which was a godsend, as 
the process isn’t very hard on my body – I absolutely 
love it! The actual design for this reindeer piece was 
taken from en.origami-club.com. Making a piece 
of art just by folding paper is thrilling. 
Nicole McGinlay

PA P E R C R A F T E R M A G A Z I N E . C O . U K20



Cross the North Sea and 
take inspiration from chillier 

climes this Christmas

Make your home 
magical with mood 

lighting from 
lights4fun.co.uk

Buy it

Moodboard:

Stamps by Chloe 
Stag, £5.99, 

chloescreativecards.co.uk

Natural wood 
reindeer Advent 
calendar, £30, 

tch.net

Small natural 
twig star, £7.49, 

giselagraham.co.uk

Wooden Christmas 
tree rolling pin, £8,

 matalan.co.uk

Snow Photography 
4” x 4” paper pad, £1, 

hobbycraft.co.uk

Mini wooden car 
scene decoration, £2, 

hobbycraft.co.uk

White 
branches 
Christmas 

tape, £3.95, 
papermash.co.uk

Olive leaf 
wreath, £32, 

roseandgrey.co.uk

Frosted bottle 
brush trees, £1.50, 
hobbycraft.co.uk

21PA P E R C R A F T E R M A G A Z I N E . C O . U K



• Patterned papers, Simple Stories Simple Vintage North Pole 12” x 12” • Dies: circle, stitched 
circle, stitched rectangle • Stencil, Simple Stories Simple Vintage North Pole • Ink pad: red, 
embossing • Embossing powders: clear, red • Embellishments: Simple Stories Simple Vintage 
North Pole Sticker Book, Chipboard Stickers, Decorative Brads, Layered Stickers, Bits & Pieces, 
Washi Tape; white beads • Cardstock, kraft • Acetate • Adhesives • Die-cutting machine

Christmas classic
Hunker down with a selection of makes that feel 

traditional and invigoratingly fresh all at once
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Turn
Over

FOR 
MORE 
CARDS

Utilising papers that are quintessentially 
Christmas, Sarah Jackman Read  

employs a variety of techniques for an  
eye-catching mix of designs and achieves 

festive perfection with Simple Stories’ 
latest collection. With a frame of some 

kind on every make, it’s a great 
opportunity to get to grips with a method 

that can be customised in so many 
different ways: you can upsize, downsize, 

or even change the shape completely to 
tailor to your tastes. Perfect for early 

Christmas cards, home décor options, or 
even if you just fancy getting crafty.

Make it

FRAMED SCENE

1 Trim kraft card to 15cm x 22cm. Score down 
from the longer side at 3cm, 6cm, 16cm and 

19cm, then fold. Adhere green patterned paper, 
9cm x 14cm, onto the central panel. Matt the 
front and inner-side panels with stocking paper. 

2 Add sentiment stickers to the top and bottom 
of the inside panel. Die cut an 8cm x 12cm 

rectangle from kraft card, then a 6cm  
x 10cm rectangle through it to create a frame. 
Cut patterned paper to 2cm x 14cm and attach 
to a sheet of acetate.

3 Run foam tape around the edges of the 
acetate, then sprinkle small white beads onto 

it. Attach to the reverse of the frame to create a 
shaker element. Fix to the two outer panels. 
Embellish with a topper, stickers and a 
sentiment. Add brads to each corner of 
the frame to complete.

TOP-FOLD DELIGHT

1 Create a 12cm x 17cm top-folding white 
blank. Layer candy cane paper, 10cm x 

11cm, to the top and snowflake paper, 6cm  
x 10cm, to the bottom. Run washi tape across 
the join. Die cut a 9cm stitched-edge circle 
from white card, then die cut a 7cm circle 
through it to create a frame. 

2 Adhere acetate to the back, then stick foam 
tape around the edges. Sprinkle beads onto 

the sheet. Die cut a 9cm circle from green 
patterned paper, then attach to the foam tape 
to create a shaker. 

3 Secure to the front, then embellish with a 
tree topper, baubles and a ‘Happy holidays’ 

sentiment. Add strips of washi tape and stickers 
in the bottom-left and top-right corners of the 
greeting to complete.

We’re always looking to add to our 
sizeable Christmas crafting collection, 
but Simple Stories Simple Vintage 
North Pole kit is more than an addition – it’s in 
contention to be the best of the bunch. Featuring  
an array of utterly classic images, all with a warm 
hand-drawn aesthetic, it’s trad Christmas done 
spectacularly right. Holly, mistletoe, candy canes, 
red and white, various sightings of the big man 
himself – don’t wait to put this one on your 
Christmas list. 

ADD TO 
BASKET

Simple Stories Simple 
Vintage North Pole 12”  

x 12” collection kit, visit 
simplestories.com 

for stockists
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Top tip
Offcuts don’t belong 
in the bin! Remember 
to save any scraps for 
future use. You never 

know when they’ll 
come in handy…

CIRCULAR
APERTURE

1 Trim kraft card to 15cm  
x 18cm, score down from 

the longer side at 6cm, then 
valley fold. Fix snowflake 
paper, 5cm x 14cm, to the 
front panel. Matt the inside 
section with Santa paper.  

2 Die cut a 9cm  
stitched-edge circle 

from kraft card, then a 7cm 
circle through it to create a 
frame. Die cut a 9cm circle 
from green patterned paper, 
then layer together with 3D 
foam pads. Secure towards 
the top of the greeting.

3 Adhere a Santa topper in 
the frame with 3D foam 

pads, then embellish with a 
sentiment and stickers. Run 
washi tape down the 
right-hand side of the inside 
panel, then add stickers  
and toppers across the  
front to complete.

YOU’VE GOT
MAIL

1 Matt a top-folding blank, 
10cm x 14cm, with 

candy cane paper. Trim 
green paper to 2.5cm x 
14cm and secure towards 
the bottom. Layer washi 
tape on top of the green 
border, then add a 
sentiment, stickers and 
brads towards the  
right-hand side.

2 Die cut a 7cm x 11cm 
stitched-edge rectangle 

from white card, then a 5cm 
x 9cm rectangle through it 
to create a frame. Die cut 
striped paper to 7cm x 
11cm, then fix behind the 
frame with 3D foam pads. 
Adhere to the top of the 
greeting. Embellish with 
toppers, stickers and  
washi tape.

FOLIAGE
DECORATION

1 Trim blue patterned paper 
to 13cm square. Lay a 

foliage stencil on top, then 
apply red ink through it 
towards the right-hand side. 
Layer onto snowflake paper, 
then mount onto a 14.5cm 
white blank. Run three strips 
of washi tape down the 
left-hand side.

2 Die cut a 6cm x 10cm 
stitched-edge rectangle 

from white card, then attach 
to the left-hand side with  
3D foam pads. Die cut a 
5cm x 9cm stitched-edge 
rectangle from candy cane 
paper, then mount on top. 
Add a brad and sentiment in 
the top-left and right-hand 
corners of the rectangle. 
Embellish the greeting  
with washi tape and  
stickers to finish.
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Make it

EASEL
EMBOSSING

1 Create a 14cm square 
top-folding white blank, 

then fold the front in half  
to create an easel greeting. 
Trim holly paper to 13cm 
square and mount onto the 
base. Cut white card to 
14cm square and matt with 
striped paper. Pop a 5cm  
x 12.5cm section of spotty 

paper towards the bottom. 

2 Apply clear embossing 
ink through a foliage 

stencil onto green paper. 
Remove the stencil, then 
heat emboss with white 
embossing powder. Trim  
to 7.5cm x 12.5cm, then 
adhere above the spotty 
section. Run washi tape 
across the join.

3 Die cut an 8cm  
stitched-edge circle 

from white card, then die  
cut a smaller circle from 
Santa motif paper and 
secure on top. Fix to the top 
panel with 3D foam pads. 
Embellish with a sentiment 
and stickers. 

4 Adhere the panel to the 
bottom section of the 

folded card front, then pop 
two brads on the base to act 
as a stand. Embellish with 
stickers to finish

Top tip
These stitched-edge 
frames would make 

great tree ornaments 
by themselves – why 
not make up a few in 

time for the 25th?

Fixed 
flourish

Each make is 
embellished with  
an eye-catching 

stitched-edge frame
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Get the 
look!

Extras from the Simple 
Stories Simple Vintage 
North Pole col lection, 

avai lable at 
papermaze.co.uk Chipboard 

stickers, 
£4.25

Decorative 
brads, £5.99

Layered 
stickers, £4.99

Bits & 
Pieces, 
£5.35

CANDY CANE
STRIPES 

1 Fold kraft card, 21cm  
x 30cm, in half, then lay  

a 13cm circle die on top, 
ensuring the top of the circle 
is above the fold. Secure, 
then die cut to create a 
circular blank. Trim the 
bottom edge of the back 
panel straight to allow 
it to stand.

2 Die cut an 11.5cm circle 
from striped paper and 

fix to the front. Die cut a 
5cm x 9cm stitched 
rectangle from kraft card 
and a 4cm x 8cm rectangle 
from candy cane paper. 
Layer together, then attach 
to the left-hand side with 3D 
foam pads. Add a sentiment 
with 3D foam pads. 
Embellish with washi tape, 
stickers and brads.

Trace me!

EMBOSSING
TREAT

1 Matt red spotty paper onto a 
13cm x 17cm kraft blank. Snip 

stocking paper to 6cm x 16cm 
and adhere down the left-hand 
side. Apply clear embossing ink 
through a foliage stencil onto light 
blue paper.

2 Remove the stencil, then heat 
emboss with red embossing 

powder. Trim to 4cm x 14cm, snip 
the end at an angle and secure to 
the left-hand side. Die cut multiple 
stitched-edge circles in various 
sizes from patterned papers, then 
layer with circular motif stickers.

3 Die cut a larger stitched circle 
from kraft card and matt with 

a stitched circle cut from 
patterned paper. Stick a boot 
topper in the centre, then fix each 
circle to the greeting with 3D 
foam pads. Embellish with washi 
tape and stickers.
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ENTER FOR FREE AT PAPERCRAFTERMAGAZINE.CO.UK

WIN CRAFT GOODIES 
  WORTH OVER £2,000
     FROM

Super ScanNCut
Bundle

Fancy getting your hands on 
a ScanNCut Upgrade and 
Accessories bundle worth 

over £560? It adds the final 
touch to your ScanNCut 

journey, with the complete 
Disney Activation Cards, 
plus image tracing, mats, 

blades, blade holders and a 
glue pen, you’ll have 

everything you need to get 
going with your digital 

cutting machine.

Worth over £1,000, one winner will get their hands on the 
Brother ScanNCut SDX2200D machine, exclusively sold at 

Makers Superstore.  With a Rolling Tote bag thrown in, you’ll be able to take it 
on the go, along with all your favourite supplies. What’s more, the Calligraphy 
and Paper Piercing  kit included will inspire you to create some fantastic makes.

 

ENTER  
TODAY FOR THE 
CHANCE TO GET 
YOUR HANDS ON 
SOME AMAZING 

CRAFTING 
PRIZES! 

Paper & Card Collection 
There’s just one of these up for grabs, but having  
a paper and cardstock bundle worth over £230 
takes having a stash to a whole new level. With  

500 sheets of core colour and pearlescent  
sheets, nothing can stop your creativity! 

Quilter’s Assortment 
We’ve got one quilting bundle worth over £155  

to win. The EZ Quilting range is perfect for  
a beginner or an expert, providing everything you 

need, including a planner kit and templates to 
prepare all of your projects, a step-by-step  

how-to and nine metres of fabric!

31st December 2020

Entering is easy!

Closing date:

1 Visit our website 
papercraftermagazine.co.uk

2
3 Select a giveaway and 

enter details

MAKING IT 
MATTER
Makers Superstore is an online 
retailer that puts the maker first. 

#AllAboutTheMakers is a mantra that we at Makers Superstore live and 
breathe. The four pillars of our brand are innovation, creativity, connectivity 
and pride. We want to engage with our customers, offering them new and 
exciting products, inspire their creativity and share a platform where they can 
be proud. Come and join us! makerssuperstore.com

Click on the ‘Giveaways’ tab

MEGA 
PRIZE! 
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Here at PaperCrafter we have
selected a range of Christmas

products perfect for your
festive projects

Creative 
Christmas

Metallic block 
printing inks

Essdee’s metallic block printing inks
are the perfect way to add sparkle to

your seasonal crafts. Use them on
cards, gift tags, wrapping paper and

more! Quick drying and super-easy to
clean up. Available in 100ml, 300ml

and a multipack. 
RRP £6.99/£9.99/£16.99.

essdee.co.uk

Clairefontaine
origami

multi-packs
New origami multi-packs from

Clairefontaine feature 60 sheets of 10
assorted designs across 3 paper sizes.

New sets include Christmas green,
California dreams, Sailor and Safari.

clairefontaine.com/en

Echo Park A Lumberjack
Christmas

The full range is now available at
Papermaze, get yours now!

papermaze.co.uk

IKONART custom 
stencil kit

A revolutionary way to make customary
stencils, sold exclusively at Makers

Superstore, unleash your creativity and
make something you’re truly proud of.

makerssuperstore.com/Ikonart

Willowing Arts Allow
Space Elephant Diamond

Painting Kit
Hop on the latest trend and just add
some sparkle! This stunning diamond

painting kit contains everything you will
need to create your next masterpiece!
Simply use the tools provided to apply

the multi-faceted sparkling diamond
pieces to the adhesive canvas, following

the key printed on the side. You will
soon learn why diamond painting has
become so popular – lose yourself for
hours in this highly-addictive craft! No
experience required. Once you have

completed the piece, it can be framed
and hung on the wall, kept in an artist's
portfolio, or gifted to family and friends.

diamondpaintingfactory.co.uk

ScanNCut
Card Making made easy with your 

Brother Scan N Cut. Scan, Resize and 
Cut your designs for the perfect finish.

Perfect for batch making.
sewingcraft.brother.eu

Wild Spider Craft Kit
Introducing a fabulous kit for all your
Christmas Crafting! Containing Sticky

Roll, Gems and Brushes, plus your
choice of 6 Glitter/Flock colours to
match this year’s Christmas crafting

colour scheme! £19.99.
wildspiderdesigns.com

Studio Press 
Develop your love of lettering with

this inspirational workbook for
complete beginners by master

calligrapher Kirsten Burke.
bonnierbooks.co.uk
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Craft Me Quick

A Hunkydory Christmas
Tracey Daykin-Jones puts a supreme festive topper 

collection through its paces

29PA P E R C R A F T E R M A G A Z I N E . C O . U K



SLOT IN SPLIT PINS 
TO ADD EXTRA JAZZ

Mount green gingham paper onto a 
10.5cm x 15cm blank. Trim holly 

paper slightly smaller, round off the 
corners, then adhere onto the 

greeting. Secure a sentiment towards 
the bottom and a frame topper  

above. Cut three small vertical lines 
among the flowers in the topper, then 

embellish with heart brads.

LAYERS CREATE CARD 
FRONT MAGIC

Cover a 10.5cm x 15cm blank with 
star paper. Add a panel of spotty red 

paper at the bottom, then fix a thin 
strip of gingham paper above to 
cover the join. Adhere a topper 

frame onto the greeting and 
embellish with pink gems. To finish, 

add a sentiment topper below using 
3D foam pads.

IT’S TOPPER 
TIME WITH THIS 
LUXURIOUS GREETING
Cover a side-folding 10.5cm x 15cm 
blank with light blue snowflake paper.  
Die cut a pennant shape from darker blue 
snowflake paper, mount onto the blank, 
then pop eyelets through the top corners. 
Secure a topper onto the card front, then 
add two smaller toppers to the top-left 
and bottom-right with 3D foam pads.

Christmas in Acorn 
Wood luxury card 
collection, £24.99, 

hunkydory 
crafts.co.uk

ADD TO 
BASKET

CONTRAST PAPERS TO 
KEEP THINGS FRESH
Layer blue snowflake paper onto  
a 10.5cm x 15cm blank, then add  
a strip of red spotty paper down the 
centre. Attach a framed centrepiece  
to the greeting with double-sided  
tape, then fix a sentiment topper  
in the top-left with 3D foam pads  
to complete.

“When 
releasing your 

Hunkydory 
toppers from 

their backing, 
take a second  

to trim off any 
stray bits of 

card to neaten 
the edges”

T R AC E Y  
DAY K I N - J O N E S , 

D E S I G N E R

 
ADD DEPTH 

WITH TRACEY’S 
INVENTIVE  

USE OF 
ADORNMENTS
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Masterclass
TECHNIQUE

Heat 
embossing

Embossing fusion
The clue is in the name… combine three techniques 

in one using stencils, dies and stamps
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STAMPING STARS

1 Blend embossing ink 
onto white card, 10.5cm 

x 15cm. Sprinkle over 
embossing powder in Sea  
of Tranquility and heat-set. 
Once it has cooled, treat the 
embossed panel with an 
anti-static tool. 

2 Using embossing ink, 
stamp stars over the 

entire panel and immediately 
sprinkle embossing powder 
in Opaque White over the 
top. Heat-set and leave to 
cool. Trim the panel and 
set aside. 

3 Stamp three baubles, 
colour in, then die cut. 

Embellish with Ranger 
Stickles glitter glue and a 
gem. Fix to the embossed 
panel, securing one with  
3D foam pads. Run baker’s 
twine from the top of the 
card to each bauble. Fix the 
panel onto a white blank 
and finish with a sentiment.

1 Apply embossing ink onto white 
card, 10.5cm x 15cm, sprinkle with 

embossing powder in Opaque White 
and heat to set. Once cool, treat the 
entire panel with an anti-static tool. 

2 Tape a striped stencil to the panel 
and apply embossing ink by 

pressing the ink pad over the stencil. 

Remove the stencil, sprinkle with 
embossing powder in Space Dust and 
heat-set. 

3 Trim and mount onto a white blank. 
Stamp, colour in and die cut ‘Joy’, 

then stamp a second sentiment in 
black. Adhere to the greeting with 3D 
foam pads and double-sided tape.

STENCILLED STRIPES

DIE-CUT FRAME

1 Die cut a snowflake 
panel from white card, 

apply embossing ink, cover 
with embossing powder in 
Opaque White and heat-set, 
then repeat. Trim white card 
to 8cm x 11cm. Apply 
embossing ink, sprinkle with 
embossing powder in Sea of 
Tranquility and heat to set. 
Repeat one more time. 

2 Use a strong clear glue 
to adhere the die-cut 

onto the embossed panel 
and leave to set. Apply 
embossing ink all over the 
panel, sprinkle with clear 
embossing powder and 
heat-set. Leave to cool. 
Adhere onto a white blank 
with 3D foam pads. 
Embellish with gems and 
a stamped sentiment.

Top tip
Always treat the 

heat-embossed base 
layer with an  

anti-static tool  
to keep the top 

layer neat

• Dies: Mama Elephant Joy Ornaments, My Favorite Things Snowflake Window, Lawn Fawn Holiday Helpers 
• Stamps: Mama Elephant Joy Ornaments, Lawn Fawn Holiday Helpers • Embossing powders: WOW! Embossing Trio 
Cosmic Seth Apter, Opaque White, Clear • Ink pads: Tsukineko VersaMark embossing, VersaFine Onyx Black 
• Brush pens: pink, red • Stencil, Altenew Classic Stripes • Embellishments: baker’s twine, gems • Tool: anti-static, 
heat gun • Adhesives: Ranger Stickles Glitter Glue Star Dust, 3D foam pads, clear glue, double-sided tape, hot glue 
• Die-cutting machine

ADD TO 
BASKET

WOW! Embossing Powder 
in Clear Gloss, £2.75, 

wowembossing 
powder.co.uk

Clear embossing powder 
fuses the layers together 

for seamless results
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Top tips

Masterclass
TECHNIQUE

Heat 
embossing

Ingrid Vichova 

Layer the die-cut onto the embossed panel. 
Apply embossing ink all over and heat 
emboss with clear embossing powder  

to fuse the layers

 Apply embossing ink onto white card. 
Sprinkle embossing powder in Sea of 

Tranquility over the top, then heat-set. 
Repeat once again

Sprinkle with embossing powder in 
Opaque White and heat-set. Repeat this 

process one more time

Die cut a snowflake panel and apply 
embossing ink over the top

3

1 2

4

Step-by-step: Embossed die-cuts

EXTREME 
EMBOSSING 

Why try one heat 
embossing technique 

when you can combine 
them all? Utilising 

stamps, dies and stencils, 
these greetings 

effectively fuse together 
multiple embossed 

layers in one for texture 
and sparkle like you’ve 

never seen it before. 
When securing two 

embossed panels 
together, I always 

recommend using a 
strong clear glue such as 
Glossy Accents or Nuvo 
Crystal Glaze to ensure 

they adhere well and stay 
put. It’s also worth 

leaving them to sit under 
a large acrylic block for 

an hour or two.

PERFECT BLENDS
For me, WOW! 

Embossing Powders 
always offer the best 

collections and the Seth 
Apter Cosmic Trio 

collection was a  
no-brainer for the frosty 
look I was going for with 
these makes. Including 
Blue Moon, Space Dust 
and Sea of Tranquility, 
the colours are divine 

and go together 
seamlessly. Pair them 
with regular white or 

clear embossing powders 
for striking shaped 
silhouettes that are  

sure to stand out from 
the crowd.
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The Budgeter’s 
Bonanza

Purse-friendly buys and resources 
galore in your comprehensive,  

not expensive, festive guide
WORDS BY  CAYLE HOTENE

Get in touch with nature at a 
reasonable price while crafting 
magic? Colour us interested. 
National Trust twig colouring 
pencils, £4.50,  
shop.nationaltrust.org.uk

Echo Park patterned 
papers for under £6? Yes, 

please! Get the Carta 
Bella Hello Christmas 6” x 
6” paper pad for £5.99 at 

craftie-charlie.co.uk

Save big on Advent calendars 
by making your own with this 

free download at papercrafter 
magazine.co.uk – search 
‘Advent calendar printable’

Haven’t got hundreds to spend 
on a machine? For a tenth of 
the price you can pick up this 

Gemini Mini manual die-cutting 
machine, £29.99, 

crafterscompanion.co.uk

It wouldn’t be Christmas without 
one of these… pick up a wreath 
base for cheap with this 35cm 

polystyrene wreath, £5.50, 
hobbycraft.co.uk

Freshen up your stamp 
collection with these 

budget-conscious Lawn 
Fawn Tiny Christmas clear 

stamps, £3.50, 
sevenhillscrafts.co.uk

Even the basics need replacing sometimes…  
and we consider this Tim Holtz must-have a 
low-cost purchase that will last for years and 
years. AKA, the holy grail. Tim Holtz retractable 
craft knife, £5.99, papermaze.co.uk

Digi downloadables that 
will melt your heart. Find 
hundreds of Christmas 

digi stamps at 
papercrafter 

magazine.co.uk

Snow useful
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Embellish
decs an unlimited
amount of times
with this Christmassnowflake stencil
wheel, £2,
hobbycraft.co.uk

“One of the beauties of crafting is that 
you don’t need to break the bank to make 
something magical. I always say keeping 
scraps and offcuts will serve you well 

when you’re crafting to a budget, but hindsight’s 
20/20 – if you’re running low on supplies right 
now, search for them in weird and wonderful 
places. Old toilet rolls, magazines, previous 
projects… you have to be creative. And I don’t know 
where I’d be without the bounty of online resources 
at papercraftermagazine.co.ukpapercraftermagazine.co.uk. Ultimately, it’s 
all about being resourceful. Which is a crafter’s 
middle name, of course”
C O R I N N E  B R A D D,  PA P E R C R A F T E R  D E S I G N E R

Thrifty gifter
Crafty stocking fillers you can give to creative 

friends that don’t break the piggy bank

Lettering extraordinaire 
Kirsten Burke fills her book 
with 15-minute stretches of 
mindful calligraphy; it’s the 
perfect pressie for anyone 
that needs to de-stress a 
touch more. Little Book Of 
Calming Calligraphy, £4.99, 
whsmith.co.uk

Digi stamps like the ones used  
in the make below are a godsend; 

and considering you can download 
them as many times as you like 

(and that goes for everything on 
our website), we think they’re 

perfect for a batch-making 
session, one of the cornerstones of 

budget crafting. Find the rest of 
these downloadables by typing in  

‘Let it snow digi stamps’ at 
papercraftermagazine.co.uk.

Snow useful

Kit a friend out with a bumper  
pack of festive goodies with this 

Christmas Village cardmaking and 
embossing kit – featuring over  

80 pieces in total. Bargain! 
Christmas Village Cardmaking  

& Embossing kit, £9.99, 
giftstoyou.com

Read it

If you haven’t already, we’ve got a little 
tip for you – subscribing doesn’t just 

guarantee your monthly papercraft 
magic, it also gives more bang for your 

buck every single issue, with £130 worth 
of cover gifts to look forward to. Yes, 

we’re biased, but we’re telling Santa’s 
honest truth when we say a subscription 

is an investment in future 
crafting supplies. Oh, and 

you’ll get a high-value gift 
just for signing up.  

A Christmas list must.
Subscribe 
on p42!

Purchase a set of high-quality 
pens that a loved one will be 
able to use for years on end. 
Hint: pairs well with the book 
to the left... Staedtler Double-
ended Watercolour Brush 
pens, £12.50, cultpens.com

Savings year-round
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Watch those compliments roll in as you bestow 
beautifully-wrapped presents upon your loved ones

Wrap party
Make it

Imagine this. You’re standing in the queue to pay for  
last-minute pressies on Christmas Eve when you reach for 
a roll of dodgy, leftover, battered wrapping paper. We know, 
the image is terrifying. It just doesn’t happen to us, 
thankfully! If the mere thought of it has brought you out 
in a sweat then heed our style advice over the next few 
pages. Not only will you be hand-making your own gifts, 
naturally, but our four looks will finish your presents off 
gorgeously. In fact, they’ll probably be too good to open!
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Enjoy sewing? 
Encourage different textures with these simple 

felt heart toppers – folklore at its finest!

PRINT ROLLER

1 Lay white paper on a 
clear surface and secure 

with masking tape. Stick felt 
toppers around a lint roller 
at equal distances. Pour 
some paint onto a piece of 
glass or tile, then roll it into 
an even layer. Load the lint 
roller, ensuring an even layer 
of paint is on the felt shapes.

2 Use the edge of your 
paper as a guide and 

print your first row of 
shapes. Carry on rolling and 
printing until your paper is 

• Paper, plain white • Lint roller • Festive felt toppers 
• String • Brown card parcel tags • Acrylic paint

“Don’t worry 
if the finish 
of each 

stamped motif doesn’t 
match – it all adds to 
the handmade feel”
A M A N DA  WA L K E R , 
D E S I G N E R

ADD TO 
BASKET
Decopatch music 

notes paper, £3.90, 
hobbycraft.co.uk

• Music printed paper or tissue paper • Wooden 
stag toppers • Pom-pom edging • Ribbon: green, 
gingham • Buttons, small mother of pearl  
• Hot glue gun • Double-sided tape

MUSIC NOTE 
PAPER

1 If you are using tissue 
paper, you will need to 

wrap your gifts in plain white 
paper first, then wrap them 
again with tissue paper. Use 
double-sided tape to seal 
the sides so that no tape  
is showing.

2 Wrap a length of green 
ribbon around the parcel, 

offsetting the cross in the 
ribbon to one side, tying the 
knot on the top of the parcel 
and finishing with a bow.

3 Cut a pom-pom from the 
trim and stick to the top 

of the bow with a hot glue 
gun, then position and 
adhere a wooden stag 
topper in front of the bow.

covered. Leave to dry. Wrap 
your parcels, then finish with 
a winding of string and a 
parcel tag, printed with a 
matching design.

4 Fix a length of gingham 
ribbon on top of the 

green, just on one side, and 
secure three small mother of 
pearl buttons to it in a row.
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Top tip
Don’t want to part 

with precious 
memories? Photocopy 
the pictures instead!

• Brown kraft paper • String • Ribbon, red 
gingham • Rosemary • Double-sided tape

VINTAGE PHOTOS

1 Wrap all your parcels with brown kraft 
paper, tie with string and finish with a long 

bow on the top. Tie another bow in red 
gingham ribbon on top of the string one.

2 Complete by adding an old black and white 
photograph and a sprig of fresh rosemary.

Make it
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Everyone has a fond childhood memory of the  
first time they saw a snowglobe – they’re simply 
magical. The delicate falling snow, the picturesque 
scene that sits inside and the fact it only comes to 
life when you interact with it… we’re sure you’ve 
noticed you could apply all of that to the make  
that sits on this very page. Utilising a clean 
aperture, even cleaner shaped cuts and glinting 
embellishments that have a crystal sheen, it’s 
Christmas cheer in a snowglobe, and had us 
thinking of the first time we fell in love with  
them all those years ago.

Step-by-step

1 2 3

4 5 6

7 8 9

Snow is 
falling

Colette Smith gets you 
Christmas-ready with this 

snowglobe shaker card

Stick the base to the bottom of the 
snowglobe. Cover a 10.5cm x 14.5cm 
white blank with gingham paper, then 

adhere the snowglobe to finish 

Trim white card to 6cm x 8cm, then snip 
the sides to create a trapezoid shape. 
Stamp a sentiment in black ink. Matt 
onto red and trim to leave a border

Sprinkle the background with sequins, 
then fix the acetate ring on top, 

followed by the red ring, ensuring  
there are no gaps

Snip three narrow strips of red card and 
adhere to create a scarf. Fix a triangle 

cut from orange for the nose. Add eyes, 
a mouth and buttons with a black 

fineliner. Shade in the cheek with pink

Die cut two smaller circles from white 
card, 2.5cm and 3cm. Attach the 

smaller shape to the top of the larger 
circle to form a snowman shape

Die cut a 9.5cm circle from acetate 
and secure to the white rings to create 

the front of the snowglobe

Stack the white rings together and 
adhere. Set the red ring aside

Layer two circle dies together, 8.5cm 
and 9.5cm, to create a ring die. Die cut 
five rings from white and one from red

Die cut a 9.5cm circle from blue and an 
8.5cm circle from white. Trim a wave 

across the white piece and emboss with a 
snow effect folder. Add to the blue circle 

with the snowman and green triangles
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• Dies, circles • Stamp, Christmas sentiment • Cardstock: light blue, red, white, orange, green 
• Patterned papers, gingham • Embellishments: The Stamp Market Crystal Confetti; Little 
Things From Lucy’s Cards Iridescent Bubble • Embossing folder, snow effect • Fineliner, black 
• Marker pen, pink • Acetate • Adhesives • Die-cutting machine

“Make sure that any 
embellishments you put into 
your shaker aren’t too thick; 
it’s crucial they’re able to move 

freely to achieve the snowglobe effect!”
C O L E T T E  S M I T H ,  D E S I G N E R

ADD TO 
BASKET
Hero Arts acetate 

sheets, £6.95, 
sevenhillscrafts.co.uk
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“Celebrate in style 
throughout the year  
with this gorgeous 
collection from our 
friends at Tattered Lace”  
ROSIE SAVAGE, EDITOR   

Get dressed up and  
ready to party with this 
new collection from 
Tattered Lace! Use the 
elements of the die sets to 
create shaped cards, 
apertures, frames and more!
Pair your creations with the 
Charisma paper pack 
included, featuring beautiful 
floral papers and motifs to 
complement your dies.
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Make me
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Tuxedo Die Set 
H Tattered Lace 10-piece 

Dress Die Set 
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Christmas Village
Papers, sentiments and 

border strips, ready to be  
cut out and crafted with  

– we just love freebies!

P A P E R  C O L L E C T I O N
This edition’s pull-out papers by Jane Farnham 
got us all giddy. The brief? Christmas village. 
The result? A medley of favourite festive 
pastimes and traditions, from shopping local to 
fairy lights, impressive snowmen and snowfall 
itself. And, of course, the rows of quaint homes 
tie it all together in a metaphorical bow. The 
house illustrations are bang on-trend, as are the 
pastel hues – though we couldn’t resist bursts of 
red and navy. You know us… 

Christmas Village

45PA P E R C R A F T E R M A G A Z I N E . C O . U K

 YOUR FREE PAPERS  YOUR FREE PAPERS  YOUR FREE PAPERS  



• FREE Christmas Village patterned papers (see p49) • Template from 
papercraftermagazine.co.uk • Punches: hole, 5mm corner rounder  
• Embellishments: adhesive pearls, baker’s twine

What’s so wonderful 
about our free papers  
is the possibilities. Of 

course, we love showing 
you what cards you can 
craft, but often it’s the 
extras that inspire us. 
Here, Sarah Jackman 
Read fashions two gift 
tags – one speedy, one 
more involved – plus a 
milk carton gift box, 
which is undeniably 

adorable. What will you 
make with our papers 

this Christmas?

We’ve got the digital papers too!  
Your download pack includes the full 

collection, plus two alternative 
colourways and a bonus toppers sheet

LOVELY LAYERS

1 Cover the front of an 
11cm x 15cm white 

blank with snowman paper, 
then round off the corners 
with a punch. Trim red 
snowflake paper to 3.5cm  
x 11cm and fix across 
the bottom.

2 Adhere a border of 
houses on top of the red 

snowflake paper, then wrap 
baker’s twine around and 
secure. Add a baker’s twine 
bow on the right-hand side.

3 Attach our ‘Tis the 
season’ sentiment in the 

centre with 3D foam pads. 
Cut out fairy lights, then 
secure above with 3D foam 
pads. Trim a section of teal 
border into a square, layer 
onto white card, then fix at 
an angle with 3D foam pads. 
Finish with adhesive pearls.

Top tip
Analyse our free papers 
and see what sections 

you could utilise – 
they’re so much  
more than just 

background patterns
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“Cut out the motifs from your bonus toppers 
sheet to make easy mini tags – perfect for 
going that extra mile with your gift wrap!”
S A R A H  J AC K M A N  R E A D,  D E S I G N E R

GIFT TAG

1 Cut white card, 8cm x 
15cm, then trim off the 

top corners diagonally to 
create a tag. Cover with 
snowflake paper and round 
off the bottom corners with 
a punch. Snip snow paper 
to 3cm x 8cm, adhere 
across the bottom, then fix 
a star border on top.

2 Stick a sentiment 
above the border at  

an angle. Trim a snowflake 
into a square, then snip 
white card slightly larger. 
Round off the corners, 
layer together, then attach 
on top of the star border 
with 3D foam pads. Use  
a hole punch in the top of 
the tag, then thread with 
baker’s twine. Add adhesive 
pearls to complete.

VERTICAL
PANELS

1 Cover the front of a 14cm 
square top-folding white 

blank with Santa paper. Round 
off the corners with a punch. 
Trim navy snowflake paper,  
6cm x 14cm, then secure  
down the centre.

2 Stick a teal border on top, 
then attach the ‘From our 

home to yours’ sentiment with 
3D foam pads. Wrap and 
adhere baker’s twine around 
the bottom of the greeting,  
then add a baker’s twine bow  
in the centre.

3 Trim two small characters 
into squares, layer onto 

white card, then attach either 
side of the sentiment with  
3D foam pads, before finishing 
with adhesive pearls.

For more festive inspiration, visit 
youtube.com/thecraftschannel
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LOVE THESE PAPERS FROM JANE FARNHAM? PRINT THEM AS MANY TIMES 
AS YOU LIKE FROM PAPERCRAFTERMAGAZINE.CO.UK/DOWNLOADS

MILK CARTON

1 Use the template from 
our website to draw, cut 

out and score a milk carton 
box from white card. Trim 
two pieces of snow paper, 
7cm x 11cm, then adhere  
to the front and back.

2 Snip two pieces of  
red snowflake paper, 

7cm x 11cm, and secure  
to the sides. Fix a tree 
border along the bottom  
of the sides. Stick more 
patterned papers to the  
top panels, then fold the 
sides, top and base,  
and adhere in place.

3 Punch a hole through  
the top and thread  

with baker’s twine. Cut out 
houses and Santa, then 
adhere to the front. Secure  
a sentiment to the side  
and complete with  
adhesive pearls.

HELLO 
ANGLES

1 Trim white card to 15cm 
x 21cm, then score down 

from the long side at 7cm 
and valley fold. Cut shop 
paper to 14cm x 15cm,  
then fix inside. Adhere snow 
paper, 7cm x 15cm, to the 
front. Round off all the 
corners with a punch.  
Stick a snowflake border 

Template
Visit  our 

website for 
your project 

template

down the front on the 
left-hand side, then wrap 
with baker’s twine.

2 Attach a sentiment to 
the front with 3D foam 

pads. Trim a character into  
a square, then cut a square 
of white card slightly larger. 
Round off the corners, layer 
up, then fix at an angle to 
the top of the sentiment 
with 3D foam pads.
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Masterclass
TECHNIQUE

Exploding box cards

Top of the pops
Master a kinetic technique that has a proven track  

record of getting people jumping for joy
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SANTA & FRIEND

1 Trim white card to 17cm 
x 29cm. Score down 

from the longer side at 
7cm, 14cm, 21cm and 
28cm, then 8.5cm in from 
the shorter side. Cut 
halfway down the three 
top-half score lines, then 
trim to form rounded edges.

2 Snip halfway down the 
1cm wide section to 

create a tab. Assemble the 
box. Trim three pieces of 
white card to 9cm, then 
score in at 1cm and 8cm. 
Adhere the strips across 
the top. Layer the outer 
base panels with green 
candy cane paper,  
6.5cm x 8cm. 

3 Trim three pieces of 
blue snowflake paper  

to 6.5cm square. Round  
the edges to fit the box 
flaps, then adhere. Cut blue 
snowflake paper to 6.5cm  
x 15.5cm, round the top 
edge, then glue to the  
back panel.

4 Stamp Santa and 
various motifs onto 

white, colour in, then die 
cut. Fix candy canes to the 
front panel and the rest 
onto the strips. Stamp three 
snowy borders, trim to 7cm 
and adhere to the outer 
front panels. Stamp a 
sentiment onto white, then 
fix to the back panel, along 
with two snowflakes 
punched from vellum.

CHRISTMAS 
SCENE

1 Trim blue snowy paper  
to 11cm x 14cm, then 

blend blue distress oxide 
inks towards the top. Adhere 
to a top-folding white blank. 
Cut a curved edge along the 
top edge of white card, 6cm 
x 14cm, then fix to the 
bottom of the greeting.

2 Stamp a sentiment in 
green ink onto white,  

cut out, then attach in the 
top-right corner. Stamp 
various Christmas motifs 
onto white card, colour in, 
then cut out. Trim the roof 
panel and secure in the 
bottom-left corner.

3 Fix the remaining motifs 
to the card, using 3D 

foam pads for Santa and the 
sleigh. Treat the stars with 
Glossy Accents, then adhere 
to the top of the trees and 
around the sentiment. Apply 
glitter glue to the snowy 
edges of the trees, then 
leave to dry.

ADD TO 
BASKET

Gemini Santa  
& Rudolph and  

Gingerbread House  
stamp and die sets,  

£14.99 each, crafters 
companion.co.uk

• Stamps and dies: Crafter’s Companion Gemini Santa & Rudolph, Gingerbread House • Stamps, Mama  
Elephant Puffy Holiday Greetings • Patterned papers, Crafter’s Companion Pop-up Box Christmas  
• Ink pads: Ranger Distress Oxide Faded Jeans, Speckled Egg; red, clear embossing • Embossing powder, gold  
• Cardstock, brown • Vellum • Punches: scalloped border, snowflake • Tools: scoring board, bone folder, heat gun  
• Stickles Glitter Glue, Crystal • Ranger Glossy Accents • Alcohol markers • Adhesives • Die-cutting machine

SWEET TOOTH

1 Follow the step-by-step 
opposite to create a 

pop-up box blank from kraft 
card. Stamp a gingerbread 
house pattern onto the three 
outer panels in embossing 
ink, then heat emboss with 
gold embossing powder. 
Punch a scalloped edge 
along the bottom. Assemble 
the box. Matt the base 
panels with red striped 
paper, 5.5cm x 6.5cm.

2 Trim starry paper to 
6.5cm x 11.5cm, then 

adhere to the back panel. 
Stamp gingerbread figures,  

a gingerbread house, lolly 
and sweet motifs, then 
colour in and die cut. Fix 
the house onto the back 
panel and the rest onto the 
strips. Stamp a sentiment 
onto white, then adhere to 
the front panel, along with 
several sweet motifs.

Top tip
Whenever you add 
an element, always 
remember to check 
the entire structure 

can still be folded flat
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Top tips

Masterclass
TECHNIQUE
Exploding 
box cards

Claire Richards

Assemble the box by tucking in  
the tab, then add the strips along  

the top on the inside

Cut two pieces of card to 9cm,  
then score in and fold at 1cm  

and 8cm to form the strips

Snip along the three top half score 
lines. Cut off the top half of the end 

1cm wide panel to create a tab

Trim card to 12cm x 29cm. Score down 
from the longer side at 7cm, 14cm, 21cm 

and 28cm, and halfway down the  
shorter side

3

1 2

4

Step-by-step: Pop-up blank

CHRISTMAS  
IN A BOX

Exploding box cards are 
such a fun way to give a 
little festive surprise to 
your friends and family. 
It pops right open when 

you take it out of the 
envelope! You can make 

them in all different 
shapes and sizes, and 

they fold flat for posting, 
so there’s no reason not 

to send them to everyone 
this Christmas. The 

Crafter’s Companion 
stamp and die sets are 
designed especially to 
use with pop-up box 

cards. Use the 
coordinating paper pad 
too – it’s the perfect way 
to decorate your panels.

CUSTOMISATION 
NATION

The beauty of learning 
the pop-up box 

technique is that you  
can apply it to different 
occasions. The size can 
be changed easily too – 

just don’t forget to  
add a flap into our 

measurements. If you 
want to pack it with even 
more motifs, you can add 
more strips inside – just 
always keep in mind that 
it should store flat. From 
there, don’t forget to use 
the stamps and dies for 
all sorts of blank styles 
– I’ve created a simple 

landscape card to show 
them off too.
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Grace 
your tabletop 

with these fair 
delights

Festive
pastels

Add shading and pastel pizzazz with these inks and pens

Light textures

Pastel decs 
Pastel honeycomb 

Christmas tree 
decorations, £5.64, 
fredaldous.co.uk

Crafter’s Companion Pretty Pastels 
12” x 12” paper pad, £14.99, 

crafterscompanion.co.uk

Dovecraft Pastels Glitter 
card, £10, 

theworks.co.uk

Pastel linen  
textured card, £4, 
hobbycraft.co.uk

Ranger Distress Oxide ink 
in Cracked Pistachio, 

£5.99, papermaze.co.uk

Winsor & Newton 
Promarkers in Pastel Tones, 

£14.99, cultpens.com

Ranger Distress Oxide ink 
in Abandoned Coral, 

£5.99, papermaze.co.uk

Pastel picks to 
complement your 
Christmas makes

Eyes on...

Spectrum Noir Classique 
permanent markers in Pastel, 

£23.94, giftstoyou.com

M a ke  t h i s  g o r g e o u s 
g r e e t i n g  b y  s e a r c h i n g  

‘ p a s t e l  C h r i s t m a s  c a r d ’  a t 
p a p e r c r a f t e r m a g a z i n e . c o . u k 

Soft touch

Start your festive makes with a delicate base
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Lia Griffith’s craft room! 
Your access-all-areas pass 
behind the scenes: it’s 
where the magic happens
WORDS BY  AMELIA BOLTON

We’re thrilled to have been given an 
exclusive sneak  peek into Lia Griffith’s 
studio as she reveals her  can’t-craft-
without tools and the projects she’ll be 
turning her hands to this Christmas. The 
best bit? You’re invited! Want to get Lia’s 
look? Head to liagriffith.com where you 
can find the how-tos for all the projects 
featured over these pages. Right, let’s have 
a snoop, shall we?

Fir-tastic
Take a closer look at this 
trio of fir trees and you’ll 

notice that they’re 
actually made up of 
stacked snowflake 

shapes. Lia recommends 
placing them in small pots 

for your mantelpiece, 
adding faux snow and 
lights to create a soft, 
pretty winter scene, or 

using twine to hang them 
up in your home.  

Read it

Step inside. . .

See what I’ve been 
crafting for Christmas!
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Whether you’re in a rush 
or fancy taking an 
afternoon off for a session 
of slow crafting, you can 
recreate most of Lia’s 
projects in your own time. 
For those in a hurry, head 
to liagriffith.com and 
choose from her archive 
of SVGs. Alternatively, 
download and print the 
PDF templates to cut your 
project out by hand.

Self-pace 
projects

Ok, so our craft rooms 
may look a little more 

chaotic than this but it’s 
a neat idea to take your 

storage seriously. 
Organising cardstock, 

papers and tools like Lia 
will keep them in good 

condition for longer and 
you’ll spend less time 

searching for your 
beloved pair of scissors. 

Craft room clear-out… 
here we come!

Tidy space, 
tidy mind

Sugar & spice
Take a trip down memory 
lane with colourful string 
lights, gingerbread men 
and candy canes… this 
festive foray looks good 
enough to eat! Adding a 
splash of retro with a hint 
of nostalgia thrown in for 
good measure, Lia’s scene 
will transport you back to 
Christmases past.    

Tool cool
Like every crafter, 

behind Lia’s festive 
makes are her trusty 

tools. Amongst her 
must-haves is her 

all-important cutting 
machine, plus her paper 

curling tool, detail 
scissors and a good 

quality pair of general 
craft scissors… we know 

what’s going on our 
wishlist this year!
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Creative 
corners

One thing’s for sure, Lia’s 
studio is packed with 
snippets of inspiration  
to keep her crafty mojo in 
full swing. Seeing as we’re 
spending more time in our 
craft rooms, be sure to 
make it your happy place 
for both your mind and 
creativity. Remember, 
enjoy the process, not just 
the finished result.

Makes with 
meaning 

The Christmas tree is a 
great place to start if you’re 
looking to add a little more 
meaning behind your décor 
this Noel. Serving as a 
symbol of love and peace, 
Lia is opting for a glittery 
pink ‘Peace’ banner, 
textured felt doves and  
a papercut olive branch 
garland to weave amongst 
the branches. 

These papercut houses are 
just the thing you need to 

add a welcoming warmth to your abode. Lia’s 
winter village scene uses white cardstock to give 
them that pristine snow-covered look. Once you’ve 
assembled your houses, pop an LED tealight candle 
inside for a warm and cosy glow.    

“This year,  
I’m creating  
a dream world 

that I call ‘Lia Land’ 
from paper and felt. 
My mantelpiece will 
be decorated with  
a handmade paper 
village, and my tree 
will be a symbol  
of peace”
L I A  G R I F F I T H ,  D E S I G N E R

On the spot
Tea or coffee?

Coffee. Portland is full  
of great coffee!

Chocolate or 
strawberries?

Chocolate.

Christmas or New 
Year’s Eve?

Christmas. It’s my fave 
time of year.

Kittens or puppies?
Puppies – so cute! And 
they make loyal friends.

Three things you 
couldn’t live without?

My fluffy bed pillow, 
smartphone and Cricut 

die-cutting machine.

The best piece of 
advice you’ve been 

given?
Be true to yourself.

Who’s your idol?
Oprah – she is so bold.

Street life

Read it
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This project has been  
taken from Making 

Christmas Bright With 
Papercrafts by Alice 

Hörneke, Dominik Meißner 
and Sabine Seyffert (£12.99, 

Dover Publications) 
doverbooks.co.uk

HOUSES HOW-TO

1 Trace the house templates onto 
coloured card, then cut out. Score, 

fold, then assemble with tape. Place 
each house onto transparent paper, 
then trace around the front with a 
pencil. Cut out slightly smaller than 
the outline, then secure behind the 
windows of each house. 

2 Wrap the top and bottom of  
two 25cm metal hoops with 

green crepe paper, fixing the ends  
in place. Take three layers of green 
crepe paper, then place the branch 
template on top of the first layer.  
Cut out, then repeat for the  
remaining layers.

3 Position each piece on top  
of each other, ensuring they 

match up. Fix together by applying  
a thin strip of glue in the middle,  
then snip the branch to roughly  
5mm long. Peel the strips apart  
layer by layer to create bushy 
branches. Create 12 in total.

4 Build up the branches, then 
secure them to the crepe  

paper sections on each hoop  
with double-sided tape. Adhere  
the houses together, then attach.  
Tie ribbon into a bow at the top  
of each ring, looping both ends 
together to create a loop. Place 
battery-operated tea lights  
inside the houses to finish.

• Templates from papercraftermagazine.co.uk • Paper: tracing, 
transparent, crepe • 25cm metal hoops, white • Ribbon  
• Battery-operated tea lights • Adhesives: double-sided tape, glue

Home  
bright 
home

Get all warm and fuzzy with  
these illuminative hanging decs

Picture the scene: it’s 6pm on Christmas Eve, and you’re coming back from 
your last (you swear) dash to the shops. As you walk down the street, 

you’re hit with pockets of laughter, The Pogues bursting through the radio, 
audience applause from the TV. Every single window is lit with a warm, 

yellow glow; you don’t know what’s going on inside, but you imagine it’s 
pretty similar across the board. That’s the feeling we were hit with when we 

saw these vibrant house designs – they capture that warmth that only 
tends to happen at Christmas. 

PA P E R C R A F T E R M A G A Z I N E . C O . U K64



The houses don’t have to 
be paired with a wreath 
– in fact, a Christmas 

village awaits...

Top tip
If you’re struggling 
with the bow knot,  

you can glue it to the 
hoop instead

Make it
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When time is running short or your tired hands need a well-earned break, let Heartfelt Creations’ 
Christmas Poinsettia Shaping Mould be your crafty sidekick. Simply stamp the flowers onto card, 

 die cut, position the pieces into the mould cavities, spritz with a tiny bit of water and send through 
your die-cutting machine to leave you with perfectly formed florals. That’s what we call a hero tool!

Florals on form
Whip your seasonal foliage into shape with  

a helping hand from Heartfelt Creations

• Heartfelt Creations products: 3D Christmas Poinsettia Shaping Mold; Deluxe Flower Shaping Paper; Deluxe Flower 
Shaping Kit; patterned papers, Festive Winterscapes 12” x 12”; dies, Snowy Pine Cardinals, Festive Pine Cones, 
Christmas Poinsettia and Holly, Stairway Gardens, Starry Night Decorative Border, Decorative Circle Frames, 
Ornamental Tags; stamps, Candy Cane Cottage, Snowy Pine Cardinals, Christmas Poinsettia and Holly, Festive Pine 
Cones • Cardstock: navy, white, silver mirri • Embellishments: US Artquest prills, Ice Queen; gems • Ink pads: 
Archival French Ultramarine, Paradise Teal, Buttercup; Memento Black, Rich Cocoa; Versafine Clair, black; navy 

 • Pollen and rose hip stamens • Rajni Chawla’s Frosting Powder • Rajni Chawla’s Crystal Clear Glitter • Tools: glue gun, ink 
blending, sponge • Adhesives: Dries White, Dries Clear, 3D foam pads, hot glue • Die-cutting machine

CHRISTMAS
CARDINALS

1 Trim blue patterned 
paper to 17.5cm square 

and blend navy ink along the 
edges, then layer onto a 
white blank. Die cut the 
Stairway Gardens from silver 
mirri card and fix to the 
greeting at an angle.

2 Cut a 9cm x 11.5cm 
panel of blue patterned 

paper and secure to the 
centre of the card front. 
Take a sentiment panel,  
trim and edge with navy ink. 
Matt onto white, then silver 
mirri card. Attach with 3D 
foam pads.

3 Stamp cardinals in black 
and colour in. Stamp the 

pines in blue ink, die cut, 
then shape using the flower 
shaping tools. Glue to the 
base of the sentiment. Add 
Dries White adhesive to the 
snowy areas on the pines 
and cover with frosting 
powder. Remove any excess.

4 Stamp poinsettias onto 
flower shaping paper  

in teal ink. Colour in the 
centres with yellow ink and 
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Adhere the remaining border 
to the front of the card, 
allowing it to overlap the side 
slightly.

4 Trim a winter cottage 
panel to 10cm x 14cm. 

Matt onto navy, then silver 
mirri card. Mount onto the 
front panel with 3D foam 
pads, overlapping the edge.

5 Stamp poinsettias onto 
flower shaping paper in 

teal ink. Colour in the centres 
with yellow and die cut. Blend 
teal ink on the front and 
reverse of the flowers, then 
place them into the mold 
facing downwards. Spritz with 
water and run through a 
die-cutting machine. Layer 
two petals together with Dries 
Clear adhesive to create  
the flower.

“If you want extra depth and dimension, 
remove the die-cuts from the mold and 
shape using hand tools”

C H E RY L  M O R G A N ,  D E S I G N E R
Get the 
look!

Recreate our duo with 
these stash essentials 

 – all available at 
hearfeltcreations.us

Snowy Pine 
Cardinals dies, 

£22.99

Festive 
Winterscapes 
12” x 12” paper 

pad, £19

3D Christmas 
Poinsettia 

Shaping Mold, 
£22.99

die cut. Blend the teal ink  
on the front and reverse  
of the flowers, then place 
them in the mold facing 
downwards. Spritz with 
water and run through a 
die-cutting machine. Layer 
two petals together with 
Dries Clear adhesive to 
create the flower.

5 Stamp pine needles in 
blue ink, colour in with 

the same ink and die cut. 
Add a little navy ink to the 
ends of the pine needles  
and shape using the flower 
shaping tools. Position the 
flowers and pines along  
the top, then adhere with 
hot glue.

6 Add a little hot glue  
to the centre of the 

flowers and cover with prills. 
Remove any excess. Add  
a few pollen and rose hip 
stamens. Apply a small 
amount of Dries White 
adhesive onto the flower 
petals and sprinkle with 
frosting powder. Embellish 
with silver gems to finish.

6 Using blue ink, stamp 
pine needles onto  

white and pine cones in 
brown, then colour in with 
the same ink and die cut. 
Add a little navy ink to the 
ends of the pine needles  
and shape using the flower 
shaping tools.

7 Stamp a sentiment  
onto white card using 

Versafine Clair black ink,  
die cut into a scallop-edged 
circle and secure in the 
top-right. Fix a snowman  
tag to the bottom-left, then 
glue the poinsettias and 
pines above.

8 Adhere the remaining 
poinsettia and pines  

onto the back panel of the 
card. Place a small amount 
of hot glue in the centre of 
the flowers and sprinkle with 
prills. Remove any excess. 
Apply Dries White adhesive 
to the snow and sprinkle 
with frosting powder.  
Leave to dry.

FROSTY SCENES

1 Score and fold an  
18cm x 28cm piece  

of navy card at 7cm and 
14cm to create a z-fold 
blank. Layer blue patterned 
paper, edged with  
navy ink, onto the two 
front-facing panels.

2 Die cut three Starry Night 
Borders from white and 

trim two of these along the 
second row of lattice stars. 
Adhere the borders either 
side of a thin strip of blue 
paper, then fix to the back 
panel of the card.

3 Sponge Dries Clear 
adhesive onto all three 

borders, cover with crystal 
clear glitter, remove any 
excess and allow to dry. 

• ADVERTO
RIAL •

67PA P E R C R A F T E R M A G A Z I N E . C O . U K



 YOUR FREE DIGI STAMPS  YOUR FREE DIGI STAMPS  YOUR FREE DIGI STAMPS   YOUR FREE DIGI STAMPS  YOUR FREE DIGI STAMPS  YOUR FREE DIGI STAMPS  

We’ve joined forces with Rare Earth (crafting.co.uk) 
to bring you a multitude of festive motifs, perfect for 
classic Christmas cards. As with everything the brand 
does, the detail is exquisite – the digi stamps have a 
hand-drawn quality that simply can’t be beaten. Our 
designer Kitty Day has been busy experimenting with 
the collection, offering up seven card options 
opposite. The results are beautiful… 

Celebrate a traditional 
Christmas with 39 
BONUS printables

Ornamental 
Traditions
D I G I  S TA M P S

DOWNLOAD AND
PRINT THEM

1 On your desktop computer, visit 
papercraftermagazine.co.uk 

and search ‘Rare Earth Ornamental 
Traditions digi stamps’.

2 Press ‘Click here to download 
now’ then log in – or register if 

you don’t currently have an account 
with us.

3 Click ‘Download now’ and you’ll 
see the download processing at 

the bottom of your screen.

4 Open the folder, then right-click 
on the file and select ‘Print’.

GO BIG!
There are three large digi 

stamps in your download pack: 
two ornate wreaths and a 

showstopper of a Christmas 
tree. If you’re pressed for time, 
you’ll be pleased to know these 

digis shine bright all on their 
own – just see Kitty’s ‘Warm 
winter wishes’ and ‘Winter 

wishes’ cards opposite. And 
because of the sketchy quality 

of the designs, even your 
colouring can be a little rough 

and ready!

GROUP THEM
TOGETHER

You won’t be short of options with 
these digi stamps. Choose from 39 
designs, and consider which motifs 
pair well together. Kitty has made a 

feature of four baubles opposite, and 
her ‘Merry Christmas’ greeting merges 
the tree with, understandably, a stash 

of enticing presents. Alternatively, 
marry together lots of little motifs  
for a full effect – ‘Peace and joy’ 

demonstrates this wonderfully, and  
the warm colour palette is lovely.

RUN WITH IT
As always, PaperCrafter is  

here to inspire you with card 
suggestions. But we know you’re 
all creative in different ways, so 
make sure you take our ideas 

and change things up. The dark 
green card opposite has gatefold 

written all over it, colourways 
can be completely reimagined, 

and LED lights could be used to 
make a wreath come to life. 

Heck, why not make a slider card 
that magically puts the star on 

top of a tree? Go for it!

Download them today!
Find these designs and more at 
papercraftermagazine.co.uk

Your Free

Want 
the full 

instructions? 
D i s c o v e r  t h e  c a r d 

t u t o r i a l s  a t
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Want 
the full 

instructions? 
D i s c o v e r  t h e  c a r d 

t u t o r i a l s  a t

papercraftermagazine.co.uk
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ADD TO 
BASKET

Quilling strips,  
from £1.95,  

jjquilling.co.uk

Quilled angels
Utilise a thrilling technique to create 
the ultimate Christmas tree toppers

The sight of an angel is as soothing as they come, and their tranquil, 
reassuring power seems to increase in the run up to the festive season. 
Whether you believe in guardian angels or not, creating these quilled 

beauties for yourself will bring a sense of peace to wherever you choose 
to place it: whether that’s on the table surrounded by steaming plates of 

food, sat on a freshly-baked cake, or (our personal favourite) nestled 
atop a glistening Christmas tree. 
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TAKING FLIGHT

1 Using your fingers, roll 
five 45cm pink quilling 

strips together to make a 
large coil. Secure the end. 
Dome slightly, coat the 
underside with glue, then 
leave to dry. Repeat once 
and fix both pieces together 
to form the head. For the 
body, wind two 45cm ivory 
strips around a pencil to 
form a short cone. Apply 
glue to the inside, then  
leave to dry. 

2 Roll four 45cm ivory 
strips into 6.5cm tall 

cones. Repeat until you have 
five cones, leave to dry, then 
fix together to form the skirt. 
Run gold around the bottom 
of each cone. Make five tight 
rolls from 11cm ivory strips 
and add to the base, layering 
each with a 5mm gold strip. 
Create five teardrop shapes 
and five coils from 11cm 
gold strips, then glue to each 
part of the skirt.

3 Make two sleeves from a 
45cm ivory strip and roll 

into a cone. Coat the inside 
with adhesive, bend into an 
arm shape, then flatten 
slightly. Attach gold strips  
to the cuffs. Make two coils 

CRIMSON ANGEL

1 For the body, roll three 
5mm x 45cm crimson 

strips around a pencil to 
form a cone with a hole at 
the top. Add a gold strip  
to the hem. Create a head 
using the same method as 
before, this time using three 
45cm strips for each 
section. Wind two cones 
from 22.5cm strips for the 
sleeves and add a gold hem 
to each. Create hands from 
5.5cm ovals and fix inside.

2 Roll two large coils from 
45cm gold strips and 

pinch into teardrops, then fix 
to the back. Create coils 
from 2mm beige strips, add 
to the head, then attach to 
the body. Secure the arms. 
Cut a triangle from a 7.5cm 
crimson strip, then stick to 
the back between the wings. 
Add a short strip across the 

from 11cm pink strips and 
pinch into ovals to form the 
hands. Adhere inside the 
sleeves. Fix the body to the 
skirt and the head to the 
body, then leave to dry.

4 To create a wing, mark 
7.5cm in from one end 

of a 45cm gold strip and 
fold, then pinch into a 
teardrop shape. For the 
inside, use a 45cm strip and 
roll a couple of times at one 
end. Remove the tool, move 
along the strip by 1cm, then 
re-insert and roll again. 
Repeat until the length is 
curled. Starting at the tip  
of the wing, fill in the inside, 
glueing where it touches the 
sides. Repeat to make 
another wing, leave to dry, 
then attach to the back.

5 Repeating the technique 
used for the inside of the 

wings, curl several short 
2mm beige strips, tighter 
this time. Frame the face 
with looser curls, then add 
the strips to the sides and 
back of the head. Make a 
small gold ring and attach it 
to one end of an acetate 
strip. Fix to the back so the 
halo sits above the head. 
Draw on features using 
black and red fineliners.

back and over the shoulders 
to make a collar.

3 Make a small circle  
by rolling gold paper,  

pinch into a heart, then 
secure to the collar. Roll a 
5cm ivory length into a peg 
and make a 5.5cm teardrop 
shape from gold. Wind an 
11cm strip into a tight coil 
for the holder, then glue 
each piece together and 
attach to the right-hand 
side. Add a gold circle above 
the head to complete.

Make it

Top tip
For a handy glue 
application tool, 

harden a cotton bud 
with PVA glue

“The inside of the wings are achieved with 
what’s called the beehive technique – it’s 
also a fab way to make quilled flowers”
D I A N E  B O D E N ,  D E S I G N E R

• Quilling papers: 2mm, beige; 3mm, pastel pink, gold; 
5mm, ivory, crimson, pearl coated gold • Tool, quilling  
• Fineliners: black, red  • Acetate • Adhesives
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8
1
POCKE T GUIDE TO

Consider your seasonal 
cards sorted with our  
tear-out guide – this  

one’s for keeps

SPEED 
THINGS 

UP
When time is tight, you can always 
rely on our colossal archive of free 

downloads to hurry things on a little.  
Did you know that there are thousands  
of digi stamps, papers and SVG cutting 

files at your fingertips? No?  
Well, we suggest you check them  

out right this second at 
papercraftermagazine.co.uk/

downloads.

YOUR

First  
things first...

Make a list – and check it twice!  
Plan who you’ll be crafting for this year  

and keep an eye on the last posting date.  
You know how quickly you craft; either make  
fewer more intricate projects or batch-make 

multiple in one go. Oh, and have spare 
greetings on stand-by.

Multi 
discipline

We’ve all been trying our hands 
 at something new recently, so  

why not let your crafts cross over?  
Say yes to stitching and  
cardmaking, and knitted  

toppers get a big thumbs  
up from us!

Paint play
Now’s the time to brave the 
brushes. Swap your alcohol 

markers with watercolour paints 
to fill in your stamped motifs for a 
softer, delicate look. Don’t worry 
about staying inside the lines – 

the more rustic, the better.

Time to  
shine

Your Christmas projects 
deserve five-star 

treatment so why not 
opt for metallic 

accents to bring 
out the sparkle of 

the season? Go for heat 
embossing, incorporate 
mirri card, impress with 

foiling or, if in doubt, just  
add glitter!

Christmas 
crafting

2
7Virtual 

learning
Need a helping hand or fancy trying 

something new for the festivities? 
Corinne Bradd has you covered over at  

The Crafts Channel (youtube.
com/thecraftschannel). 

It’s a treasure trove 
brimming with  

video tutorials  
to inspire your 

creativity this 
Christmas.

93HERO 
GADGE T!

We love the Brother ScanNCut 
SDX2200D. With 132 iconic Disney 

designs to choose from and over 1,300 
extra motifs, you’ll take your crafting to the 
next level. Plus, there are 17 lettering fonts 
to take the stress out of your sentiments.

COLOUR 
THERAPY

Note to self: it’s important 
to keep your cool and take 
some me-time amongst 

the stresses of the 
season. Adult colouring is 

your answer! Take a seat, grab your 
pencils and choose from our huge 

selection of free printables on 
our website.

6

Picture 
perfect

Want to take your 
personalisation 
know-how up a 
notch? Print off photos 
of your loved ones  
and incorporate them 

into your cardmaking. 
Haven’t got a printer? 

We recommend  
beckyhiggins.com or 

photobox.co.uk.

5
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Silhouette 
Cameo

Colette Smith  
shows you how  
to streamline your  
die cutting

Tried & Tested: 

Time-saving 
tricks for 

Christmas!

• ADVERTO
RIAL •
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Christmas character
Purchase the Christmas Gnome with Hot 
Chocolate Cup (#308719), Christmas 
Labels 2 (#35990) and 4 Bracket Labels 
(#50259), then add them to your design 
space. Resize the gnome to 11.5cm tall 
and the Christmas label to 4.5cm x 
9.5cm. For the bracket labels, resize  
to make rectangular shapes, 11.5cm x 
13.5cm and 8.5cm x 10cm. Ungroup the 
images and cut the gnome and mug from 
coloured card. Die cut the largest bracket 
label from lime and the smaller one from 
pink. Cut the sentiment from white and 
black vinyl, then the background from 
black card. Secure the bracket labels 
onto a white 15cm square blank. 
Assemble the gnome and mug, then fix to 
the right. Layer up the sentiment and 
attach to the top-left, 
overlapping the edge 
slightly. Add silver 
gems to 
complete.

GET STARTED WITH... 

The Silhouette Cameo is a great all-round digital die-cutting 
machine. You’ll find a selection of free images already in the 

library but if you want more, simply head to the store and 
purchase extra. From the design page, you can ungroup the 

image into separate parts and resize as you wish. Once you’re 
happy, place the material onto the cutting mat, send it to the 
machine and select the right settings for the material used. 

Load the mat and send it to cut, then the machine will do the 
rest. Dear Santa, a Silhouette Cameo, please.

Colette Smith

 Ungrouping an image 
allows you to separate 

colours for cutting, plus 
it lets you see how the 
image is put together

 If you are cutting 
several images that use 

the same colour, cut 
these all at once to  

save time

 When you’re ready  
to assemble the image, 

practise putting it all 
together first before 

committing with glue

  Use the Lock Aspect 
Ratio function to 

maintain the dimension 
and proportions of any 

image that you’re 
resizing

Cut fragile fonts 
from vinyl to 
avoid tearing

To save on 
waste, use spare 

elements from 
one die-cut  
to decorate 

another project
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MAKE THESE YOUR STASH STAPLES TO RECREATE COLETTE’S FESTIVE LINE-UP

Get the
  look!

Chevron shapes
Purchase the Snowman (#71399), ‘Joy’ Tab 

(#69076) and Life Cards Chevron Strip (#31013), 
then add them to your design space. Resize the 

snowman to 9cm tall, the sentiment tab to 4.5cm  
x 6.5cm and the chevron card to 9.5cm x 13cm. 

Ungroup the images. Cut out the snowman elements 
from various coloured card. Die cut the chevron card 
in lime and white, then cut out the sentiment tab in 
black. Cover a white blank, 10.5cm x 14.5cm, with 
blue card. Secure the chevron card to the top-left 

and infill the shapes with the white die-cuts. Assemble 
the snowman and fix to the left. Mount the ‘Joy’ tab 

onto white and glue to the top-right, overlapping the 
edge. Add three snowflakes to finish.

Sakura Gelly Roll pens 
in Bright White,  

visit royaltalens.com 
for stockists

We R Memory Keepers 
coloured cardstock pad, 
£4.99, therange.co.uk

Diamond Sparkles Glitter 
Silver Sparkle gems, £2.49, 

hunkydorycrafts.co.uk

Silhouette Cameo 
4, £349.99, 

graphtecgb.shop

Reindeer day 
Purchase the Reindeer (#52044) and Merry 

Christmas (#52241), then add to your 
design space. Resize the reindeer to 14.5cm 

tall and the sentiment tab to 3cm x 10cm. 
Ungroup the images. Cut the reindeer from 

various coloured card. Die cut the sentiment 
tab from blue, red and lime, then the wording 

from black vinyl. Create a 15cm diameter 
circular blank from white card and an 

11.5cm circle from blue. Add the blue circle 
to the left of the blank so it overlaps the 

edge slightly. Adhere the reindeer and 
sentiment tab. Using a white gel pen, apply 
white dots to the blue section for snow and 
add highlights to the bells, nose and berries.

• ADVERTO
RIAL •
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Designer for the day

FIND OUT HOW TO CRAFT ANGELA’S DESIGN AT PAPERCRAFTERMAGAZINE.CO.UK

Angela’s cross-stitched card is 
one of those truly jaw-dropping 
makes. Melding a beautifully 
blended background with  

one of the most incredible, inventive 
centrepieces we’ve ever seen, the sentiment, 
positioned artfully on a strip of vellum, has 
a renewed sense of power during times 
like this. One of our all-time 
favourites. Thanks, Angela!

If you’d like to see your  
paper project printed in 

PaperCrafter, email or write to us 
with your contact details to be 

entered into our random draw. If 
picked, you’ll have a photo of 
your make published in the 

magazine and instructions on our 
website. Find our contact 

information on page 3. Good luck! 
For terms and conditions please 
visit papercraftermagazine.
co.uk/designer-for-the-day

Angela Finch

How did your crafting 
journey begin?
A couple of years ago I went to  
a Create and Craft screen test for my 
jewellery making. While I was there,  
I watched some amazing ladies 
demonstrate cardmaking, and they 
were truly inspiring. I thought it looked 
really fun and wanted to try it out for 
myself. I started using Hunkydory kits  
and then expanded to learning 
stamping, and now I’ve come full  
circle by writing tutorials for  
Create and Craft.   

Why is crafting so important  
to you?
Quite simply I just love being able  
to create something beautiful from 
scratch. I enjoy learning new things 
and, of course, there is always 
something new to learn in crafts.  
It’s highly therapeutic for me, and it’s 
a highly effective way to distract my 
mind from my chronic pain condition.

What’s one tip you would give  
to anyone starting out?
It’s important to remember that when 
learning a new technique, it won’t 

necessarily go right the first time. 
Don’t throw away your work – leave it 
for the next day, because you may be 
able to turn it into something better than 
your original idea.

What’s on your Christmas wishlist?
I would love the new Brother ScanNCut 
DX machine. I like the idea that it cuts 
out stamped images, and I could use it 
to create jewellery. I would also really 
like to complete my Chameleon pen set 
and any of the new tools by We R 
Memory Keepers would be great. Maybe 
throw in some Ranger Distress Oxide 
inks and a Carnation Crafts’ mixed 
media mat... so many things.

SHOW OFF YOUR
SKILLS IN A

FUTURE ISSUE
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Masterclass
TECHNIQUE
Die cutting

Organised chaos
Spend time lovingly arranging and layering your 

die-cuts with Keren Baker
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CHRISTMAS
CLUSTER

1 Add smaller layers of 
green, then light blue 

card, to a 14cm x 18.5cm 
white blank. Die cut baubles 
from turquoise and white 
glitter card. Die cut the 
bauble tops from gold glitter 
card and fix together.

2 Die cut leaves, trees, 
hearts, a snowflake and 

berries from various colours. 
Trim a strip of kraft card. 
Die cut ‘Christmas’ from red, 
then attach the letters onto 
the strip, evenly spaced. 
Add white accents to the 
berries, baubles and hearts 
with a gel pen.

3 Arrange the elements 
into one stacked layer. 

Gently press clear 
application film onto the 
die-cuts. Add adhesive to 
the first layer, press onto 
the greeting and keep 
adding adhesive or 3D foam 
pads until all the layers 
are secured.

1 Matt a 12.5cm x 16cm top-folding 
white blank with red and kraft card. 

Die cut a circle frame from light blue 
and turquoise. Adhere the larger frame 
to the right, then fix the light blue frame 
using 3D foam pads. Die cut trees, 
leaves, berries, a snowflake and hearts. 
Apply white accents with a gel pen.

2 Die cut ‘Joy’ from turquoise and add 
to a bauble. Lay clear application 

film over the elements and add 
adhesive to the first layer. Fix 3D foam 
pads to the next layer. Keep introducing 
adhesive to each layer until all are used. 
Apply white gel pen dots to complete 
the project.

FULL CIRCLE

1 Create a 14.5cm x 
16cm white blank, then 

matt with kraft card. Die 
cut baubles, 25, trees, 
leaves, snowflakes, hearts 
and berries. Arrange the 
elements in an angled line. 
Press clear application film 
onto the pieces and add 
adhesive to the first layer.

Top tip
It’s easier to 

rearrange designs  
if you do them off the 
card, so any changes 
can be made before 
the adhesive dries

• Dies: Sizzix Wreath & Snowflake, Alphanumeric Classic Lower, Circle Words Christmas, Christmas Elements; 
Tonic Studios Nested Circle Dies, Beauty Berry Bush • Cardstock: white, turquoise, light blue, red, bright green, 
mid green, kraft, white glitter, gold glitter • Oracol Clear Application Films • Sakura Gelly Roll pen, white 
• Adhesives: double-sided adhesive sheets, glue, 3D foam pads • Die-cutting machine

ADD TO 
BASKET

Sizzix Thinlits Wreath & 
Snowflake by Tim Holtz 
dies, £10, sizzix.co.uk

2 Continue applying 
adhesive or 3D foam 

pads until the layers are 
finished. Add white gel  
pen details to the baubles, 
hearts and berries. Draw 
white dots around the 
elements to finish.

DOTTY FLOURISH
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Top tips

Masterclass
TECHNIQUE
Die cutting

Keren Baker 

Press clear application film onto your 
arrangement. Apply glue, then add each 

layer, adding more adhesive and pressing 
down until you’ve included all the layers

Die cut a variety of motifs from 
coloured and glitter card

Arrange the sentiment letters onto a strip 
of kraft card

Add double-sided adhesive to the back of 
card for the more intricate die-cuts, such 

as the sentiment

3

1 2

4

Step-by-step: Die-cutting hacks

INSIDER’S TRICK
One of the  

challenges we face  
as papercrafters is 

designing our projects. 
Many of us want to 

embrace the clean and 
simple style, but find it 
hard to think along the 

lines of ‘less is more’ 
– introducing this 

stacked technique! It 
means we can add in 
plenty of detail and 
colour without our 

creations looking too 
cluttered. The secret? 

Use lots of elements in 
just a little area. You 

heard it here first.

PLAY TIME
Stack to your heart’s 

content but leave 
enough space blank. 

Spend time arranging 
and playing with the 
design until you’re 

happy. This is the fun 
bit, so don’t rush it! 
Our brains naturally 

gear towards 
symmetrical, neat, 

organised… so as you 
go to place a motif, 
nudge it in another 
direction by a few 

centimetres to trick 
your mind. I then use 

low-tack sheets to 
press onto the 

arrangement and lift it, 
before adding adhesive 

and 3D foam pads to 
each layer as you lay 
them onto the card.
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INTERIOR 
DESIGN

With a crafter’s eye for 
home design and a range  

of supplies that just scream 
high quality, we’re extremely 

excited to bring one lucky 
reader the chance to spend 

big at Annie Sloan’s 
(anniesloan.com) online 

store with a £150 gift card. 
Browse stencils, eclectic 
fabric, rich colour cards,  

and, of course, that  
world-famous chalk paint.

ENTER FOR FREE AT PAPERCRAFTERMAGAZINE.CO.UK

Prizes worth £1,445
up for grabs!

GIVEAWAYS

26th November 2020

Entering is easy!
Closing date:1 Visit our website 

papercraftermagazine.co.uk

2

3 Select a giveaway and 
enter details

Click on the ‘Giveaways’ tab

ONLINE COURSES
Lockdown has done nothing 
to dim the determination of 

West Dean College 
(westdean.org.uk), one  

of the leading names in the 
study of arts and crafts. 
After pivoting to online 

courses, we’re thrilled to 
offer five places on a 

bookmaking course, and 
another five on the art of 

relief printmaking at home.

WORK FROM
HOME

Hands On Workshop 
(handsonworkshop.com.au) 
is determined to help one 

lucky reader beautify  
the space they’re spending  
a lot more time in. From the 

recently released Work From 
Home range, one winner will 
find themselves awash in a 
sea of superlative Japanese 

craft supplies, from washi 
tapes, ink pots and rubber 

stamps to pens and pencils.

PENNED IN
Artists, rejoice! POSCA (posca.com) is offering one lucky 

creative the chance to get their hands on this amazing 
collection of artistic goodies. Featuring brand new pastels 

and pencils to experiment with and a selection of the 
classic paint pens for all of your creative ventures, this 

isn’t one to miss.

CRAFT 
BUNDLE
Get cosy with 
these new  
festive craft  
sets from  
Trimits (groves@
stockistenquiries.
co.uk). Each 
winner will 
receive seasonal 
embellishments, 
a dachshund and Santa cross-stitch kit, fat quarter 
bundle, tree decoration and a brand new pair of  
scissors for your upcoming sewing projects.

ACCESSORY
GAME

Whether you keep it in the 
cupboard for emergency 

repairs or you go wild with 
it for your crafts, Duck 

Tape (duckbrand.com) has 
a place in every home. Ten 

winners will get their 
hands on an assortment  

of the iconic product, with 
a variety of colours and 

patterns included. 

Fl ick to p27 
for amazing 
prizes from 

Makers 
Superstore
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Craft Me Quick

Paper play
It’s tissue paper’s big time to shine – discover four clever  

ways with this underrated stash staple
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SIMPLE SHAPES, 
ENCHANTING 

WINTERSCAPES
Layer blue tissue paper onto a white 

blank. Trim two panels from white card 
using a curved die. Arrange onto the 
blank, securing the side and bottom 
edges only. Trim the excess. Cut out 

three triangles and cover randomly with 
light blue and green strips of tissue 

paper. Fix behind the white panels. Die 
cut ‘Joy’ from white card covered with 

red tissue paper, then glue to  
the bottom to complete.

NO COLOURED 
CARD, NO PROBLEM!

Mount pink tissue paper onto a white 
blank. Matt red tissue paper onto 

white, stick to the centre, then layer 
white on top. Cover white card with 
blue tissue paper, trim into a fishtail 

banner and adhere. Die cut three 
snowflakes from white and silver 

glitter card, layer together and glue. 
Add a gem. Die cut ‘Sparkle’ from 

silver glitter card and secure.

A GREETING THAT 
KEEPS ON GIVING
Cover a white blank with lilac tissue 
paper. Die cut a scallop-edged panel 
from white and fix to the centre. Trim 
snowflake paper and punch two holes 
near the top. Add white cord to create 
a handle. Glue three pieces of folded 
pink tissue paper to the top. Secure to 
the greeting using 3D foam pads. Die 
cut ‘Wishes’ from white card covered 
with blue tissue paper and adhere.

CLEVER COLOURWAYS 
MAKE FOR BRIGHT 
RESULTS
Matt yellow tissue paper onto a white  
blank. Trim white card, slightly smaller  
than the blank, then die cut a large circle 
from the top. Take a panel of white and  
layer coloured strips of tissue paper across 
the top section. Secure behind the circular 
aperture, then fix to the greeting. Add a 
silver bauble topper and stamp a sentiment 
onto white. Trim into a banner, matt  
onto pink tissue paper,  
then adhere.

“Choose your 
colour combos 

wisely. 
Overlapping 
contrasting 

shades of tissue 
paper will give 
you different 

hues”
T R AC E Y  

DAY K I N - J O N E S , 
D E S I G N E R

Crafter’s Companion 
Stick and Spray 

mounting adhesive, 
£7.99, crafters 

companion.co.uk

ADD TO 
BASKET

USE NEW 
SCALPEL 
BLADES 

WHEN 
TRIMMING 

TISSUE PAPER 
TO AVOID 

ANY TEARING
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Tis’ the season to get stamping with this 
month’s send-away gift

LOOK! 
Introducing your 
American Crafts 

Christmas 
stamp sets...

 84 festive stamps 
including mini motifs 

and sentiments

 Have a go at Advent 
greetings using the 

number stamps

 Pair your stamps  
with distress inks and 

alcohol markers

 YOUR READER OFFER  YOUR READER OFFER  YOUR READER OFFER         YOUR READER OFFER 

ADVENT 
STAMPER

• American Crafts Festive Merry Days & Personalised Advent Calendar stamp 
sets (see p86) • Dies: Lawn Fawn Stitched Hillsides; circles, scalloped circles 
• Ink pads: Ranger Distress Mermaid Lagoon, Tumbled Glass, Abandoned 
Coral, Evergreen Bough, Mowed Lawn; black • Embossing Folder, Xcut Swiss 
Dots • Punches: stars, corner rounder • Cardstock: coloured, glitter, kraft 
• Stencil, circle • Alcohol markers • Fineliner, black • Glitter glue, white 
• Embellishments: ribbon, gems, pearls, sequins • Tool, ink blending 
• Adhesives, 3D foam pads • Die-cutting machine 

A duo of stamp sheets from American Crafts, the Festive Merry Days and 
Personalised Advent Calendar sets offer a wide range of wintry motifs, sweet 
sentiments and numbers to count down the season in style.  Put simply, this 

stamping bundle is bound to take pride of place in your stash! Need a little 
inspo? Peruse Kitty Day’s festive foray of projects over the next few pages.

PRETTY IN INK
Emboss a square panel  
of pink card using a dotty 
embossing folder, then  
attach ribbons vertically and 
horizontally. Layer onto lilac 
and mount onto a white 
square blank. Stamp 
presents and a sentiment 
onto white, then colour in. 
Die cut into a circle and 
mount onto a larger 
scalloped circle. Attach to 
the centre of the card with 
3D foam pads.
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Make it

CHRISTMAS
VILLAGE

1 Blend blue distress ink 
onto a rectangular panel 

of white card. Die cut a 
hillside from white and fix 
along the bottom. Mount 
onto kraft card, then matt 
onto a white blank.

2 Stamp three houses onto 
white in black ink and 

colour in. Layer on top of the 
hillside die-cut with 3D foam 
pads. Apply white glitter glue 
to mimic snow and stamp a 
sentiment in black. Embellish 
with gems.

 YOUR READER OFFER  YOUR READER OFFER  YOUR READER OFFER  YOUR READER OFFER  YOUR READER OFFER  YOUR READER OFFER 

SNOW DAYS

1 Mount snowy patterned 
paper onto a white 

top-folding blank. Die cut a 
hill shape from white. Stamp 
a skater, sledger and trees 
in black, then colour in with 
alcohol markers.

2 Layer the hillside die-cut 
onto the card front with 

3D foam pads. Stamp a 
sentiment in black ink 
towards the top of the 
greeting. Embellish with 
glitter glue and pearls  
to finish.

 
Like what  
you see? 

Turn over for information 
on how to claim your 

FREE* American 
Crafts Christmas 

stamp sets“For an Advent greeting, 
create small doors and 
use the number stamps 
for a mini countdown”

K I T T Y  DAY,  D E S I G N E R

WINTER GREENS

1 Stamp fir branches and 
leaves in black ink onto a 

square panel of green. Layer 
onto kraft card, then wrap 
with a length of red ribbon.

2 Take a sentiment stamp, 
print onto white and 

trim into a rectangle. Mount 
onto kraft card. Fix on top of 
the ribbon in the centre with 
3D foam pads, then finish 
with a gem.

Top tip
For seamless 

blending, always 
pair your distress 

inks with a sponge 
or foam dauber
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THERE’S MORE...
Find bonus projects online at 

papercraftermagazine.co.uk

STENCIL INKING

1 Using a small circular 
stencil, blend red, 

medium green and bright 
green distress inks onto 
white card. Once dry, stamp 
a snowman, Santa and boots 
inside the circles.

Make it YOUR READER OFFER  YOUR READER OFFER  YOUR READER OFFER  YOUR READER OFFER  YOUR READER OFFER  YOUR READER OFFER 

1 Apply blue distress ink 
onto a rectangular panel 

of white card, blending from 
the centre outwards. Once 
dry, draw two lines from the 
top with a black fineliner.

2 Stamp two snowdomes  
in black ink, colour in, then 

trim. Secure to the ends of the 
drawn lines with 3D foam pads. 
Stamp a sentiment in black, 
then complete with gems.

2 Stamp a sentiment in 
black ink. Print leaves 

around the edge of the 
panel and colour in. Layer 
onto blue card and mount 
onto a white blank. 
Decorate with sequins  
to complete. 

 
Like what  
you see? 

Turn over for information 
on how to claim your 

FREE* American 
Crafts Christmas 

stamp sets

1 Layer pink patterned 
paper onto blue card, 

then matt onto a white 
blank. Make a slightly  
smaller panel from star 
paper, then fix onto blue. 
Secure to the centre.

2 Add a pink and blue strip 
across the middle. Stamp 

and colour stockings onto 
white card, then draw a line 

along the top using a black 
fineliner. Add a sentiment 
underneath.

3 Round off the corners 
and matt onto blue card. 

Punch two stars from kraft 
card, add gems to the 
centre and attach to the 
corners. Glue the panel  
to the card front.

STOCKINGS & STARS

DREAMY SNOWDOMES
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Hot Festive Buys
READER SHOP

   Hello fellow crafter!
Claim your FREE* American Crafts stamp bundle 
worth £19.99! Discover BRAND NEW craft, 
homeware, beauty and gardening gift ideas at our 
online shop. Everything inclusive of delivery**!

G
IF TSTOYOU.C

O
M

SHOP

FREE* OFFER
CLAIM YOUR FREE*  

stamp bundle!
Featuring 86 Personalised Advent 
Calendar and Festive Merry Days 

stamps, you’ll have everything you 
need to personalise a card for  

a friend or family member.
HOW TO CLAIM: Visit  

giftstoyou.com/vintagegifts  
and enter the discount code 

ACSTAMPS  
in your shopping  
basket - simple!

Product Code: P2685

CARDMAKING  
TO IMPRESS!

If you’ve started preparing 
for Christmas, this 85-piece 
Cardmaking & Embossing 

Kit will have you covered. Including a cut and emboss 
folder, winter house stamp, die-cut sheets, 3D foam 

pads, papers and blanks, you’ll be able to create designs 
for your friends and family with ease. It’s a steal at £9.99, 

so you’d better get your hands on it fast!
£9.99 Product code: P1489

ADD A LITTLE BIT OF SPARKLE
Our Snow Globe Shaker Card Kit is  
oh-so-cute and a must-have this Christmas. 
Delight your pals with two festive designs 
you can put your stamp on, and sit back as 
the compliments roll in! In each kit you’ll 
find 10 blanks, 30 festive papers, 205 die-cut 
pieces, a snowman die, an acetate sheet, 3D 
foam pads and glitter. Ready to get  
making? Time to get ordering!
£24.99 Product code: p1388

STAR BUY

*UK postage costs £4.99. **excludes free offers. Orders must be received by 3rd December 2020. Offer subject to availability. Only one free kit per customer. While stocks last, 
we reserve the right to send an alternative kit. We can only provide refunds for damaged or faulty goods. Please allow 28 days for delivery. Open to UK residents only.

*Just P
ay 

Postage

EDITOR’S 
PICK

WORTH £19.99

Bumper
250-PIECE 

KIT!

SHOP NOW AT giftstoyou.com



SWEET SANTA CLAUS CARDS
Put your die-cutting machine to festive 
use with this cute, nine-piece Santa 
Peek-A-Boo Stamp and Die set – it’s the 
perfect way to bring your Christmas 
characters to life! Made with the 
highest quality clear acrylic, the stamps 
are easy to work with and enable 
pinpoint accuracy. You’ll be flying 
through your creations in no time!
£10.94 Product Code: CC346

GINGERBREAD MEN CARDS  
WITH A TWIST!

Christmas isn’t the same without a seasonal 
gingerbread house, right? Featuring 18 separate 

pieces, our Gingerbread House Peek-A-Boo 
Stamp and Die set is a unique kit for any 

cardmaker. With its pop-up design, your cards 
can be flattened to put in an envelope and 
posted to your lucky recipient. This one is a 

surefire Christmas winner so don’t miss out!
£18.94 Product Code: CC356

CHEEKY POP-UP SNOWMEN CARDS
Looking to inject some fun into your 

handmade projects? We have just the 
quirky kit for you. Use this 12-piece Little 
Snowman Stamp and Die set and your 

greetings will not only pop up using layers 
of acetate and card, but they can be easily 

personalised too. When they’re ready to 
post, simply fold down flat and pop them 

in envelopes. Et voilà!
£18.94 Product Code: CC360

Greetings card ideas 
for friends & family

G
IF TSTOYOU.C

O
M

SHOP

Where gifts mean more
SHOP NOW AT giftstoyou.com



Reading 
Corner

These books have ‘Christmas 
wishlist’ written all over them…

Visit papercraftermagazine.co.uk  
to download your free project

Inner workings
Now we don’t know about you, but Marie Kondo’s 
minimalist style of home organisation has always 
seemed a bit out of reach – there’s something about 
a house full of rampaging kids and cupboards 
groaning with craft supplies that doesn’t really gel 
with that interior ideology. Thank goodness for The 
Home Edit Life, then, a guide dreamed up by Clea 
Shearer and Joanna Teplin with the aim of helping 
you ‘contain the chaos’, offering up tips to devise 
systems that will help you organise at home, work, 
and even on the go. (£22, Octopus Books) 
octopusbooks.co.uk

Motif mad
Cute characters and 

adorable motifs are all the 
rage, and have been for a 

while. It’s hard not to fall in 
love with greetings packed 

with expressive little 
figures. How To Draw Cute 

Heroes is exciting because, 
if you get what you’re 

supposed to get from it, it 
offers so much freedom 

– the opportunity to sketch 
your own motifs, rather 

than relying on your stamp 
stash. There are 50 heroes 

in total to draw, but the 
techniques you learn from 

the instructions are the 
most valuable part of all.

(£8.99, Search Press) 
searchpress.com

Festive cuts
Bona-fide Christmas-themed papercraft project 
books are surprisingly rare, so when we spy one  
in the wild we always stand to attention. Making 
Christmas Bright With Papercrafts stands out  
not because its type is uncommon, but because  
it’s packed with projects that are quite simply  
joyful – 43 in total, from wreaths to origami 
reindeer, papercut snowflakes and table 
decorations. Better yet, there are projects tailored 
to every skill level so regardless of your papercraft 
finesse, there’s something here for you.  
(£12.99, Dover Publications) doverbooks.co.uk

Universal 
technique

Watercolour Is For Everyone has a simple 
but powerful guiding premise: everyone 
should be able to make art, and in this 

specific case, everyone should be able to 
watercolour. Regardless of your skill level, 
there is something here for everyone, as 

you would expect; from those on the more 
experienced end of the spectrum to 

intrepid creatives that have never picked 
up a brush. Our favourite thing is that 

there are two pieces per project, so you 
have one to keep for yourself and one to 

share with someone you care about.
(£16.99, Quarry Books) 

 quartoknows.com

Petal projects 
Florals are a mainstay when it 
comes to decorating card fronts, 
and for good reason; we haven’t 
seen a better combo since tea 
and cake. And there aren’t many 
better ways to bring our favourite 
motifs to life than by the process 
of watercolour. The thing is, not 
everyone feels confident putting 
brush to card – and that’s exactly 
what Watercolour Flowers 

Step-By-Step provides, offering clear instructions across  
12 projects that cover techniques such as sketching, 
composition, layering, plus general tips on how to up your 
brush game. (£9.99, Search Press) searchpress.com

New inspo
As crafters, we are often 
guilty of the ultimate sin that 
is overthinking our projects. 
Sometimes we obsess too 
much over which papers to 
use, or we question our 
choice of theme, or we go 
through periods of creative 
block that seem to last 
forever. Conscious Creativity: 
The Workbook asks you to 
effectively take a creative 
deep breath. By appreciating 
the world around us, ‘the 
beauty of ordinary things’, it 
promises to help you find new 
inspiration from places you 
would never have thought to 
look. (£12.99, Leaping Hare 
Press) quartoknows.com
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ExpertsAsk the

Here to answer  
your crafty queries

Community

How can I  
use my fabric 
offcuts on my 
Christmas 
cards?

AMANDA WALKER SAYS:
Why not give my appliqué 
greeting a go? Cut two 
strips, 3cm x 12cm, from 
three fabrics. Stitch three 
different strips together, 
with a 5mm seam allowance, 
then repeat with the 
remaining strips. Press the 
seam allowances open and 
fuse interfacing to the 
reverse of the patchwork. 
Make a base for the tree by 
stitching two strips together, 
fusing interfacing to the 
reverse, and cutting out a 
3cm x 3.5cm rectangle. On 
the wrong side of the panel, 
draw an 11.5cm triangle 
across the base, with the 
sides being the height of the 
panel, then cut out. Create a 
white blank, 13cm x 18cm. 
Position the point of the tree 
at the centre top edge. 
Secure with double-sided 
tape, then machine edge 
stitch the patchwork tree  
to the front, followed by the 
square base. Trim away the 
card from the side edges of 
the tree as far as the top of 
the second strip, then cut 
horizontally out to the front 
edge, the folded edge of the 
card and across the back. 
Stitch a wooden star button 
to the top of the tree. Finish 
with ribbon and a baker’s 
twine bow. 

Amanda Walker shows 
you how to incorporate 
appliqué into your 
cardmaking 

M A R I O N 
E M B E R S O N

A L I S O N 
W H E L A N

A M Y  
TA N

Help! Can 
you tell me 
what I need 
to know 
before I take 

up scrapbooking? 

AMY TAN SAYS:
Let go of perfection!  
It’s going to be beautiful 
because it holds precious 
memories and don’t let 

unrealistic expectations  
get in your way. Plus, stamps 
are an investment that you 
can use over and over again. 
I love how versatile they are 
and that the possibilities are 
endless. Another tip I would 
suggest is to set aside time 
to scrapbook for at least ten 
minutes every day! Look for 
inspiration online and in the 
world around you. There are 

so many resources for 
beginners and scraplifting is 
encouraged. Simply have fun 
and enjoy the process. Your 
scrapbooks should look 
different and unique – just 
like you and your memories.

Struggling to get started 
on your scrapbook?  
Amy Tan, founder  
of Amy Tangerine,  
has the answers

89PA P E R C R A F T E R M A G A Z I N E . C O . U K



How can I use 
my stamps to 
create statement 
backgrounds? 
KITTY DAY 
SAYS:

Resist embossing is a superb 
inking technique which produces 
an all-star finish. Any colour 
works brilliantly and, teamed 
with the most adorable stamps, 
they make for wonderful 
greeting cards that you’ll be 
desperate to post out to loved 
ones. I’ve used white embossing 
powder as I like the design to 
show up on the background but 
you can use any shade you 
fancy. Remember that you can 
also use any kind of inks for this 
technique. Why not even test 
out watercolours for an 
alternative look?

Let your stamps do the 
talking with Kitty Day’s 
resist-embossed backgrounds    

Step-by-step: Resist embossing

Stamp a star background 
onto white card with 

Versamark ink and heat 
emboss using white 
embossing powder

Apply and blend one shade 
of distress ink over the top 

of the embossed 
background panel using  

a blending tool

Using kitchen roll, rub across 
the design to reveal the 

brighter background; lightest 
in the centre and darker 

around the edges

Stamp an angel onto white 
and colour in. Fix to the 

card and finish with a 
sentiment and gems

1 2 3 4

Top tip
Always prep your  

card by rubbing an 
anti-static bag across 

before starting the 
embossing process
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Question
Quickfire

What’s on your 
Christmas wishlist 

this year?

Next month’s 
question:

Have you taken up  
a new craft recently? 

Share your answer by  
tagging us on Facebook 

@papercraftermag 
or emailing amelia.bolton@

aceville.co.uk

“The Big Shot Plus, please”
Michaela Hearne, Reader

“A Brother ScanNCut,  
the Tim Holtz guillotine  

and a good glue gun”
Miriam Grazier, Reader

“I’d love a 3D printer but my 
hubby doesn’t want it cluttering 

the shared home office”
Virginia Jansen, Reader

“The We R Memory Keepers 
Mould Press so I can design  

my own shaker cards. Or any 
other papercraft supplies are 

always welcome!”
Linda Cable, Reader

“Fantasy… a house extension  
for a bigger craft room”

Emma Maiden, Reader

I want to 
add colour 
and texture 
to my cards, 
what’s the 
most 

suitable product for this?
ALISON WHELAN SAYS:
These elements can be 
added to cards using Nuvo 
Embellishment Mousse and 
Nuvo Expanding Mousse, 
and both are available in a 
range of bright, metallic and 
pastel colours. Apply it 
through a stencil to add an 
all-over pattern or in random 
areas giving points of interest 
to your project. The 
Embellishment Mousse can 
be applied with a palette 
knife using a patting motion 
for a rustic appearance. 
Experiment with the 

Expanding Mousse in the 
same way but use a heat gun 
to make it bubble and give a 
raised, uneven finish – the 
more mousse you use, the 
more texture you get. It loses 
its sheen when heated, but 
can be reapplied by rubbing 

Community

EMAIL: amelia.bolton@aceville.co.uk

POST: PaperCrafter, 1 Phoenix 
Court, Hawkins Road, Colchester, 
Essex, CO2 8JY

PHONE: 01206 506222

FOLLOW PAPERCRAFTERMAG

Get in touch!

the same colour mousse 
gently over the surface to give 
added depth to your project.

Mix up your stash  
with Alison Whelan’s 
suggestions – all available 
at tonic-studios.co.uk

What advice 
do you  
have for 
someone 
trying 
embossing 

for the first time?
MARION EMBERSON 
SAYS: The first thing to  
do when approaching any 
new technique is pick up  
all the products and tools 
you’ll need. With embossing, 
it’s important to choose  
good quality powders  
– it really does make all  
the difference! Then, select 
cardstock with a smooth  
feel for the best finish.  
You don’t need loads of 
supplies to get going, just a 
heat tool, embossing ink pad, 
a stamp and embossing 

powder. Practice makes 
perfect and if it goes wrong, 
you can just start again! 
Embossing powder will stick 
to anything moist so I 
recommend handling your 
card from the edges as the 
oils from your fingers can 
transfer to the card and pick 
up pieces of powder. WOW! 

Embossing Powders are 
treated with an anti-static 
property, significantly 
reducing the number  
of stray bits.

Prep your stash with 
everything you need  
at wowembossing 
powder.co.uk
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Find out why
diamond
painting is
the newest
phenomenon
to take over
the craft
world! 

Recognised for its benefits in
mindfulness and relaxation, diamond
painting is truly a craft open to all
abilities. Simply use the symbols
printed on our ultra-HD coloured
canvases to figure out where to place
each individual diamond piece, using
the pen provided. 

Choose from a wide range of artist-
licensed images, or turn a special
photograph into a sparkling forever
memory!

NEW Willowing Arts Collection
Available Now! Art by Tamara Laporte.

www.willowing.org

www.diamondpaintingfactory.co.uk

T H E  D I A M O N D  P A I N T I N G  F A C T O R Y
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  FREE Christmas digi stamps to print and colour    3D poinsettia card with visuals   
  Personalised Christmas Eve boxes    We catch up with crafting favourite Julie Hickey

YOUR GIFT: 

COMING NEXT ISSUE ISSUE 154 
ON SALE 
12th 

November

               TOP TECHNIQUES: Watercolour cards, dry embossing, mini die-cutting ideas and more!

Worth 
£24.99! 
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Your 
freebies! 

FREE*
 

stamp & 
decoupage card 

kit, worth £24.99

Ice Skating 
paper 

collection, 
exclusive to 
PaperCrafter 

FREE

Winter Woodland  
stamp, emboss & die kit
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Gingerbread houses, iced biscuits, 
candy canes, sugar cookies… this 
paper collection is ideal for those  
of you with a sweet tooth. Included 
in your digi pack are eight 
heartwarming prints in a real mix  
of untraditional colours, plus six 
ready-to-go sentiment toppers. 
Download them today and you’re 
sure to be crafting umpteen 
Christmas cards with a truly joyous 
touch before you know it.
Search: Hansel & Gretel

The sweet stuff

What I’m 
going to 

download 
this month… 

PaperCrafter is so much more  
than a magazine – check out 

papercraftermagazine.co.uk for  
a wealth of printables and inspiration
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Trending: 
Christmas 

bakes
Lots of us love to bake,  
but lockdown positively 

propelled baking into the 
stratosphere. Forget 

banana bread though… 
now we’re all about festive 

treats, from epic 
gingerbread houses that 
take hours to seasonal, 

decorated cupcakes. On 
our website you’ll uncover 

these bake-tastic 
cardmaking projects: one 
demonstrates stamping 

and ink spritzing, and 
works all year round, the 

other offers effective 
die-cutting techniques and 
is fully festive. Which card 

will you be crafting?
Search: baking  
or gingerbread

of the month
If these digi stamps don’t get you giddy for Christmas,  

we’re positive nothing will. Download 44 incredible designs, 
featuring classic gingerbread illustrations, along with  

a selection of other traditional motifs: festooned lamp  
posts and Santa soaring through the skies are just some  
of our favourites. Once downloaded, print them out and  

grab your colouring pens.
Search: gingerbread

The sweet stuff

...we’re about to bake  
up a storm with these 

need-now buys!

SET A 
TIMER

Alexa, 

Digi Stamps

Photoplay Not A 
Creature Was Stirring 
– Baking Spirits High 

paper, 99p, 
papermaze.co.uk

Lawn Fawn Sprinkled  
With Joy stamps,  

visit lawnfawn.com  
for stockists

Xcut Christmassy 
Pudding filigree dies, 

£11.91, craftelier.com

Wooden gingerbread 
men bunting, from 

£3.50, artcuts.co.uk
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It’s Christmaaas…
TREAT YOURSELF OR SOMEONE SPECIAL

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
Visit giftstoyou.com/CRBSF20 or PCRSF20

Looking for more like this?

USE CODE:  CRBSF20

USE CODE:  

PCRSF20

Stocking fillers and more from just £9.99!
Vis it :  g i f tstoyou.com/xmas

Check out all our Christmas offers online!

Crafts Beautiful 
Try 3 issues for £9.99*

Packed with the very best cardmaking, 
papercraft, mixed media and stitch 

projects for readers of all skill levels. PLUS 
get a bonus crafty kit with every issue, 

worth £130+ across the year!

SAVE 
37%SAVE 

44%

PaperCrafter 
Try 3 issues for £14.99*

Offers the complete package for those who 
love all things paper. Including a variety of 

ideas, papers and projects. PLUS get a 
bonus die/stamp set with every issue, worth 

£130+ across the year!

*T&C’s apply - please refer online for details

G
IF TSTOYOU.C
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HANDPICKED JUST FOR YOU BY US THIS MONTH
     CRAFT DIRECTORY

ESSEX

STORAGE

ONLINE

LANCASHIRE

Don’t forget to visit our website for crafts,
dolls houses & model railways.

54 Cavendish Street, Barrow in Furness Cumbria LA14 1PZ

www.stores.ebay.co.uk/
furness-crafts-and-model-railways

www.craftyhobbies.co.uk

CUMBRIA ONLINE

Come and check out 
our brand new website...

www.papermaze.co.uk

NORFOLK

FOR SALE 
CRAFTING BARGAIN!!!

3 large 80ltr boxes FULL of
new/unused crafting materials.
Hundreds of ribbons, peel offs,

embellishments, stamps, punches 
of various sizes & designs,

embossing, stencils, quilling
equipment, decoupage etc. 

A crafter’s dream! 
Retail value over £2500rrp

BARGAIN £1000! OVNO 
Buyer collects from 

New Addington, Croydon
– bring own carrier to transport.
Tel: 07999 217944 – no time

wasters please. Thank you.

CRAFT SUPPLIES

www.e-crafts.co.uk
Cardmaking and

Scrapbooking Supplies

General Craft Supplies - Floral Products

Card Embellishments - Bridal Supplies

Baby Embellishments

Card & Paper supplies - Seasonal Items

Special Offers

Units B4/B5 Dudley Central Trading Estate,

Shaw Road, Dudley, West Midlands DY2 8TP

Phone: 01384 230000 Mobile: 0775 1891754

Email: sales@e-crafts.co.uk

Mailorder only

Looking for new plates for your
craft machine? Scrappy Cat Crafts

offer replacement plates, mats
and shims for most machines
ever made. These include Big

Shot, Cuttlebug, Snap, Platinum,
Gemini & Cut'n'Boss. 

We also stock the machines.

www.scrappycatcrafts.co.uk
Tel: 01485 298495

Email: mail@scrappycatcrafts.co.uk
2 Southgate Lane, Snettisham, King’s Lynn, 

Norfolk PE31 7QN

MACHINES AND PLATES
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Be kind, supply
It’s hard to find fault with thortful,  
the UK’s first online greeting card 
marketplace. Created with the aim  
of providing the perfect card as 
quickly as possible, it boasts an 
incredibly diverse range of products 
that reflect the endlessly passionate 
community of creators that make 
them, while paying an industry-leading 
royalty rate to boot. Oh, and they  
have Letitia Allman who, you’ll soon 
find out, is darn good at what she 
does. Again, it’s hard to find fault  
with thortful.

As Head of Creative Talent, Letitia’s 
part of arguably the most important 
team in the company. “We track down 
the world’s most exciting creatives 
and introduce them to the wonderful 
world of making for thortful. I spend 
many an hour in Instagram rabbit 
holes searching for new creators to 
help support our growing business.  
To be a good greetings cardmaker, 
you need to have the ability to evoke 
emotion with a design that’s original 
and well executed; and you need  
a sentiment that’s funny, smart, 
heartfelt, and completely relatable. 
Most importantly, you have to love 
what you do.”

BE INSPIRED BY A RANGE OF GREETINGS AND MAKERS AT THORTFUL.COM

“Greeting cards are meant to 
bring a smile to your face, to 

crack you up with laughter, or 
even bring tears to your eyes”

thortful’s Head of Creative Talent on greetings, 
lockdown, and why she wants to send 

a card to Rihanna

Letitia Allman

New job, new rules
Letitia joined thortful in January of this 
year, so it goes without saying it’s been 
an unnatural bedding in period. She’s 
immensely proud of how they’ve 
handled it: “Our team was amazing at 
adapting, and so was everyone. Us Brits 
always seem to find a way to laugh 
during the dark times.”

Their Send A Smile initiative was  
a shot of positivity when we needed  
it the most. “It captured the essence  
of what greetings cards should be. 
They’re meant to bring a smile to your 
face, to crack you up with laughter, or 
even bring tears to your eyes. There’s 
nothing like getting a tangible token  
of love and appreciation, and all those 
birthday cards sent to the incredible  
Sir Captain Tom on his 100th birthday 
proved that.” Does she have an all-time 
favourite in thortful’s range? “I could 
never choose! My favourite changes  
by the day.”

We asked what Letitia was proudest 

of this year, and she didn’t have  
to think twice. “After recent global 
unrest following the murders of 
Ahmaud Arbery and George Floyd, 
plus countless others, I was proud  
to be a part of the team that 
formulated our statement and 
company action plan which included 
supporting a Greater London charity 
called Voyage. I’m proud to be 
working for a company that takes  
a stand against injustice of any kind 
and one that truly supports diversity 
and inclusivity.”

After picking the brains of one of 
the most dynamic voices in the world 
of stationery, we had a question for 
Letitia that was a little left-field 
– which celeb would she want to 
send a card to the most, and which 
card would that be? “I would send our 
‘Always Worth The Wait’ card to 
Rihanna. We’ve been waiting for her 
album for over four years now. We 
could all do with some good music  
to dance to during this weird time. 
Rihanna, if you’re reading this, this 
card is for you! We’re waiting!”. We’ve 
no doubt that Rihanna will be reading 
the latest copy of her favourite 
papercraft magazine, so a shout out 
to Letitia on her next album seems 
entirely on the cards – pun intended!

Get To Know…
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