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We love to hear from you.. .

Professional 
crafter, Kathy  
Cano-Murrillo  

solves your queries 

Stuart Hillard 
shares his thoughts 
on staying positive 
during lockdown 

Supercrafter Julie 
Peasgood enjoys  
a spot of upcyling 

at home

Meet the Experts

Stash busters!
Get set, craft with free 

printables, perfect for cards 
and papercrafts. 

Download at
crafts-beautiful.com

Subscribe today!
Sign up to Crafts Beautiful and 
receive a welcome gift, see page 
30 for more details

Welcome Crafters,
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I’m writing this from my kitchen table, because like 
many of us during these strange times, I’m working 
from home. Luckily our brilliant designers haven’t 

been put off by the restrictions to daily life, and have been busy 
throughout this tricky period making wonderful projects to keep 
you entertained all month long. 
   For card designs to advance your skills turn to page 84, 
where Kitty Day shows us how to create bridge-fold greetings 
with a fun twist. Helen Fitzjohn’s garden-inspired stationery is 
guaranteed to bring the outdoors in (p43), whilst Corinne Bradd 
creates a gorgeous froth of die-cut flowers for the perfect 
birthday gift set (p39).  

   Experiment with mixed media and learn how to get the most 
out of texture paste (p68) or paint super-easy place cards 
decorated with lettering (p60). Find out how to beat creative 
block in our in-depth feature (p35), and say ‘hello’ to US 
designers Sara Douglass and Vicki Boutin. From all of us here at 
CB, tuck in and enjoy the read!

Sarah x
Sarah Crosland, Editor

Your gift
Make lovely cards and gifts using 
the All Good Times stamp set

100 
EXCLUSIVE 

projects every 
issue

craf t s-beaut i fu l . com 3



monthInside this

July
2020

YOUR FAVOURITES
15 What We’re Loving
27  Your Craft Chat
32  Highlights from the WI
72  Reading Corner
89  Template Tasters
94  Coming Next Month

 
BE INSPIRED
11  Stuart Hillard’s Crafty Diary
 Stuart reveals how being creative 

can get you through tough times
23  Supercrafts at Home
 As we still have time on hand, 

Julie’s making a bracelet with  
a difference…

35  Inspiration Station
 Beat creative block with advice 

and must-have buys
48  Take 10 with Vicki Boutin
 We catch up with the super-

talented designer and find out 
what inspires her

70  Ask the Experts
 Professional advice from top 

crafters to boost your skills
98  Sara Douglass
 Stampin’ Up!’s leading lady 

shares her favourite things about 
the iconic papercraft brand

 

COLOUR CREATIVE 
56  Colour Notes
 Liven up your stash with our July 

must-haves
58  Silky Smooth
 Personalise wall art with this 

easy how-to
60  Seating Plan 
 Create painted table settings 

using a simple step-by-step
62  Downtime DIY
 Give run-of-the-mill seating a 

Mexicana twist
65  Take A Letter
 Add texture to papercraft 

embellishments with clay cut-outs

Share it   with the rest  of  the CB community via.. .

 facebook.com/craftsbeautiful   instagram–craftsbeautiful

 pinterest.com/craftsbeautiful    twitter–@craftsbeautiful 

19

68  Sara Naumann 
 Master texture paste and 

enhance your designs 

 
THREAD TOGETHER
75  Sew Handmade
 Jazz up the nursery with our 

pachyderm-themed makes
78  Dandy Lion
 Sew this sunny little character in 

cheery yellow shades
80  Sweet Peas
 These easy-knit green veggies 

are simply adorable

39

46

crafts-beautiful.com

Enjoy free downloads at...
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75

78

CARDS & PAPER
14  Flights of Fancy
 Make this thoughtful card and 

always stay connected with friends
19  One Kit, Five Ways
 Layer up intricate die-cuts with 

beautiful patterns for a variety 
of greetings

22  Hello Sunshine
 Brighten someone’s day with this 

cheery creation
39  Pick a Posy
 Die-cut and layer coloured flowers 

to make a 3-D set
43  Natural Beauty
 Create a handmade stationery set, 

stamped with herb motifs
46  Make it Zesty
 Create ornate printed 

backgrounds using a 
stamping tool

 
LET’S DO IT
12  Quilling: Buzzing Along
 Celebrate nature’s workers with a 

colourful set of papercrafts
24  Die-Cutting: Bold & Bright
 Create greetings with 

stand-out sentiments

 
TOP TECHNIQUES
83  Boost Your Skills
 Crafty must-makes this month 

starting with Keren’s 
thoughtful card

84  Next Level
 Create fun bridge-fold cards 

with wow-factor 
86  On Test: Summer Paper Packs
 The hottest designs to adorn your 

papercrafts with

“Our love of 
craft, colour 
and creativity 
unites us, 
whether we are 

all together at a festival 
or chatting online”
STUART HILLARD

TREATS FOR YOU 
7  Your July Gift
 Get creative with your 65+ piece 

topper card kit 
26  Stampin’ Up! Giveaway
 Win one of five amazing 

craft bundles
34  Reader Offer
 Claim your Crafter’s Companion 

Pin Wheel kit 
88  Craft Essentials
 More creative goodness just for you!

24

12

87  On Test: Craft Bundles
 Bag yourself a bargain with sets of 

supplies for kids and adults

 
MAKE & SELL SPECIAL 
50  Double Life
 Setting up your crafty side-hustle
52  Going Social
 How to market your creations on 

socialmedia platforms
53  Soap Packaging
 Add the finishing touch to a must-

have set of handmade soaps 
54  Baby Blanket 
 Create an heirloom piece that will 

be treasured

65
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Turn over for more!

Colour the motifs with a marker 
or ink applied using a brush

GOOD TIMES 
STAMP SET
Mix and match retro-inspired designs 
using your favourite techniques

CREATE GORGEOUS CARDS 
WITH YOUR BESPOKE STAMPS

Treats 

FOR YOU

Birthdays, celebrations or just to 
keep in touch, send a handmade 
card and you are bound to raise 

a smile, and with this great-value 
set you will have hours of crafting 

fun. Hone your stamping skills 
and make a batch of greetings 

using our lovely examples 
designed by Kitty Day and Colette 
Smith, or be adventurous with a 
little mixed media and create an 
original piece of wall art to add 

instant pizazz to your décor.

30+ 
Designer 
Stamps

Your stamp set includes...
• 10 ornate f lower and leaf  shapes
• Bonus heart  emboss ing folder
• Thoughtful  sent iments  to f in ish cards
• Moti fs  for  everyday or  special  occasions

Look!

craf t s-beaut i fu l . com 7



GET CREATIVE WITH YOUR 

Good Times  
Stamp Set

ONLINE INSPIRATION
For more papercrafting projects, 
check out our free video tutorials at 
youtube.com/TheCraftsChannel 

Emboss a background to 
offset the sentiment labels

Layering is 
super easy, 

just add 
foam pads 

for extra 
dimension

Brighten 
someone’s day 

with this thoughtful 
sentiment

8 craf t s-beaut i fu l . com



GET THE MOST  
FROM YOUR 

Stamp Set!
• Create quick and 

easy cards us ing 
coloured inks

• F i l l  shaker cards 
with cut-out images

• Don’t  forget to use 
the emboss ing folder 

to add texture

• Make easy 
backgrounds with a 

s imple repeat pattern

Die-cut the stamped motifs 
onto decorative shapes

Make a 
scalloped frame 
using your die-

cutting machine

Add a touch of 
sparkle with 

sequins secured 
with a dab of glue

Start batch 
making and 

always have a 
card ready  

to post

Treats 

FOR YOU

craf t s-beaut i fu l . com 9



ALL WORTH

£17.99!

Next month in CB...

“This  versat i le  set  i s  great 
for  cards and also a 
perfect  way to add pattern 
to mixed media projects”
COLETTE SMITH,  DESIGNER

CAROUSEL 
CARD KIT

BY MAGGIE HOLMES
• Pop-up card template,  stamps, 

papers  and foi led die-cuts
• Perfect  for  decoupage,  layer ing, 

toppers  and more
• Hand-drawn i l lustrat ions to suit 

a l l  your papercrafts

THE NEXT ISSUE OF  
CRAFTS BEAUTIFUL IS  

ON SALE 23RD JULY 2020

OVER

53 
PIECES

Enhance your own 
coloured backgrounds 

with stamped motifs
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P E O P L E 

&
P L AC E S

CRAFT DIARY

R ight now we are all going 
through one of the most 
challenging events we’ve ever 
faced. Keeping physically 

safe is a huge priority of course, but 
staying mentally well involves a lot 
more than lifting the drawbridge and 
keeping two metres apart!

Crafting has always been my go-to 
activity if I’m feeling worried, lonely  
or need some time away from ‘real 
life’. Sometimes it’s enough to just 
fetch a big storage box of sock yarn 
or fabrics scraps out of the craft room 
and open the lid. Feasting my eyes  
on the colours, patterns and textures 
lifts my spirits like a breath of fresh  
air, remembering when and where  
I bought each one. I’ll research and 
daydream about the projects I might 
make, the supplies, patterns and tools 
I’ll want to gather together, which 
helps to refresh my creativity.

I’m finding that one of the hardest 
things to deal with right now is the 
uncertainty, not being able to decide 
when, where or how I travel, eat, visit 
and work. Crafting, on the other  
hand, is something I have much more 
control over. I’m a goal setter by 
nature and always like to have a plan. 
Sometimes it’s all about the speedy 
finish; I want the birthday card, bag, 
flower arrangement or invites done  
by teatime and that’s a great instant 
distraction. It focuses my mind and 

there’s a wonderful 
sense of purpose  
to my afternoon.

Alternatively, I’ll 
want something 
positive to focus  
on, that provides 
clarity and calm 
– my longer term 
projects are perfect 
for this. Chasing 
thoughts in circles 
won’t help solve 
them, but knitting 
around and around to make a sock 
might just give you enough quiet 
space to gain perspective on 
whatever is troubling you! This is one 
time that none of us should mind 
having half a dozen works in progress! 
Learning to crochet has long been  
an ambition of mine and my crochet-
a-long is the perfect mix of lessons, 

community chat  
and slow, steady 
progress. At other 
times, I want to 
practise brush 
lettering or quilling. 
There’s something 
about the slow and 
rhythmical actions 
required by many 
crafts that brings 
such calm to my 
mind and body.

Those who have 
done any kind of crafting know that 
there is a certain amount of problem 
solving required. Sometimes, the 
pattern or instructions don’t make 
sense, we don’t have the exact same 
supplies required, or we’ll need to 
make a different size or shape. 
Triggering the creative parts of our 
brains in a safe environment like 
crafting can be a brilliant warm-up 
activity to help us solve some of the 
bigger problems we are facing.

Finally, keep in mind that there is a 
huge crafting community around you, 
and that there’s no need to feel alone 
in all of this. Our love of craft, colour 
and creativity unites and binds us 
together, whether we are all together 
at a festival or chatting online.  

Stuart xx

Looking back through your 
stash provides a boost!Stuart reveals how being 

creative can get you  
through difficult times

Quick-make projects 
are very satisfying

Try something new, 
such as paper quilling

Crafts like crochet 
can calm the mind

craf t s-beaut i fu l . com 11



 Card: brown, yellow, purples  
 Quilling tool  Quilling papers, 2mm 

and 3mm wide: purples, yellow, black, 
white, brown, greens  Die, hexagon 

 Picture frame, 20cm square  
 Garden markers  Felt pen, brown  

 Wiggly eyes  Adhesives

We used...

LET’S DO IT!
QUILLING

Bumble bees are in abundance at 
this time of the year, flying from 

flower to flower, busy
keeping our gardens pollinated. 
These amazing creatures are an 

essential part of our eco
system and a wonderful subject 
for a summertime project. Using 
Liz Moad’s guide, create tubby 
little bees from quilled domes 

finished with delicate wings. Pretty 
lavender sprigs, a favourite of 

the bee, are also made using the 
quilled shapes, then assembled 
to create a picture, cards and 

houseplant markers, the perfect gift 
set for a nature lover.

Buzzing Along
Celebrate nature’s workers with a colourful set of papercrafts

Picture This
1 Prepare the frame by removing 

the glass and lining the inside 
with yellow card. Write ‘smile’ onto 
purple card, cut out as a hexagon 
shape and attach to the yellow 
background. Fix on four smaller 
purple hexagons.

2 Make the lavender flowers  
using three shades of purple  

3mm wide paper. Tear approximately 
10cm -12cm lengths, coil with the 
quilling tool and pinch into teardrops, 
then fix on either side of a dark green 
strip. Vary the number of coils per 
lavender spear and make 13 flowers 
in total.

3 For the bee head, coil a 40cm 
length of black 3mm wide paper. 

Glue the end in place, remove the 
quilling tool and push the centre of 

the coil up to form a dome. Apply a 
layer of glue inside and leave to dry. 
Repeat with a 30cm length of black 
paper. Stick together to form a ball 
shape and finish by adding a belly 
band of yellow over the join.

4 The bee body is constructed 
of two parts. First glue a 20cm 

length of black to a 20cm length 
of yellow paper end to end. Make 
a tight coil (starting with the black 
paper first), push the centre up and 
glue inside. Make another dome 

using 20cm black and 15cm yellow. 
Stick the two shapes together and 
wrap paper around the join.

5 Glue the head and body 
together, then use super glue 

to attach wiggly eyes. Make four 
wings using 2mm wide white paper. 
The larger wings are made from 
20cm lengths each and the smaller 
15cm lengths. Glue at the join of 
the body parts, finishing with a 
antennae. Assemble all the pieces 
in the picture as shown.
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Cards  
& PAPER

Craft 
Shop

PAPER TRAIL
Stock up on quilling 

papers (£2.50)  
and bargain card  

packs, (£1.25) for  
12 A4 sheets,

jjquilling.co.uk

CLEVER CUT
Complete with a 
magnetic shim, this set 
has a selection of sizes, 
£10.44, docrafts Xcut 
Nesting Hexagon Die 
Set, amazon.co.uk

“If you don’t have 
wiggly eyes, you can 

make tiny quilled versions 
using black and white papers”

Quick Makes 
Pop one of these markers into  
a houseplant pot as a gift, and 
make the most of the leftover scraps 
of paper and card from the larger 
projects. 

 
 
 
 
 

Make  a  batch  o f  heads 
and bod ies  then  leave 

to  dr y  as  you  shape the 
w ings ,  as  i f  you  assemble 

the  bees  before  the 
g lue  ins ide  has  dr ied 

they  w i l l  co l lapse

Craftsmart
Gift it!
To turn your design into a keepsake, 
die-cut a honeycomb shape from 
yellow card. Mount onto purple, then 
make a beehive using the template 
as a guide. Attach quilled lavender 
sprigs either side of the central motif 
and add the bees. Finish with a 
greeting of your choice. 

craf t s-beaut i fu l . com 13



1 Layer coloured card onto 
a blank, 10.7cm x 13.7cm. 

Take white card, 8cm x 11cm, 
and blend blue ink across the 
surface. Die-cut a stitched 
background shape.

2 Die-cut a stitched frame, 
glue over the panel, then 

attach onto the card front. 
Place a stamped and die-cut 
sentiment onto a strip of card.

3 Stamp the butterflies with 
coloured inks and cut 

out. Fix into position with glue, 
bending the wings at the sides 
to give a 3-D effect.  

 Card, coloured  Stamps: 
The Stamp Market, Butterfly 

Builder, You  Dies: Lawn 
Fawn, Stitched Rectangle 
Frames, Stitched Squares; 

Lil' Inker Designs Dies,  
Quilted Stitched Pattern  

 Ink, Distress Oxide: Peacock 
Feathers, Twisted Citron  

 Self-adhesive gems

Butterflies are a timeless design favourite and suitable for many special celebrations,  
or simply to cheer up a pal in need. Kitty Day has combined stamping with  

die-cutting, adding a two-tone colourway using Distress Oxide inks. The butterfly 
builder set allows you to customise the designs with a range of mediums  

so that your cards will always look unique whatever the occasion.

We used...

“Adding a  
touch of  

white to brighter 
colours helps to 
break up the design”

Kitty says...

Make this thoughtful greeting card and always  
stay connected with friends

15  MINUTE MAKE. . .

Flights of Fancy

DOUBLE UP
The co-ordinated 
stamp and die 
sets offer plenty 
of design options, 
The Stamp Market Stamps, 
from £11.50, diestodiefor.com

COLOUR BLEND
Always keep a core 

selection of ink-pads at 
the ready in your stash, 

Distress Oxide Inks,  
£4.50, craftydevils 

papercraft.co.uk

Craft 
Shop

For  a  fu l l y  
co-ord inated  look , 

match  your  inks  
w i th  s im i la r  

co loured  card

Craftsmart
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Turn over 
for more!

Get creative in July with the 
latest crafty releases!

 
 

Summer’s here and 
with it comes even more 

opportunities to help others  
via crafting! From sewing face 

masks to buying products that raise 
money for charity, there are so many 

ways to contribute, plus you can 
make gifts for those closer to  

home. Turn the page to see our 
round-up of what’s new to 

make the month of July  
a time to celebrate!
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Cuddly 
Critter
Keep baby cosy in this 
Rainbow Caterpillar 
Snuggle Sack! Crocheted 
in super-soft Bernat 
Blanket Brights, it’s 
worked in half double 
crochet in the round 
with simple increases 
and decreases. Get the 
pattern, from £4.99, 
and the yarn, £7.99, at 
readicut.co.uk

Doing 
Good
Thank You NHS 
is a brand new 
needlepoint kit by 
Glorafilia, with all 
profits going to help 
these key workers! It 
contains everything 
you need to make this 
lovely rainbow design, 
plus you’ll receive a 
15% discount code 
to use on any item 
on the website. £10, 
glorafilia.com

Inbox Treats
Need some crafty ideas? Sign up to  

Create Cook Do, our new sister brand  
and one-stop-shop for free activities  
that your whole family will love! You’ll 
receive free newsletters for six weeks, 

packed with tasty recipes, crafting  
projects, step-by-step gardening jobs,  

and so much more. createcookdo.com

Stay Protected
Cricut is calling upon the crafty 

community to join in their 
campaign, Millions of Masks,  
and make two million face  
masks together! They are  

offering free pattern downloads, 
plus video tutorials, and you  

can either use a Cricut  
machine or cut them by hand. 
cricut.com/millions-of-masks

 
 

Draw  
L ike Disney!

Love the House of Mouse? 
Check out the Disney Parks – 

How-To Draw series at youtube.
com, with step-by-step guides 

to recreating your favourite 
characters, including 
Elsa and Anna from 

Frozen!
Learn To Knit

HRH The Prince of Wales’ Campaign For Wool, 
has partnered with author Jasmine Hemsley 

to encourage the nation to get knitting during 
lockdown. Check out @campaignforwool on 

Instagram for a beginner’s guide and  
video tutorials!ls.

Our Heroes
Crafter’s Companion are showing 
their appreciation for the NHS, and 
healthcare professionals around 
the world, with their new collection 
of Forever Thankful stamps. There 
are four A6 sets, priced £4.99 each 

with 20% of each sale being donated to the COVID-19 
Solidarity Response Fund. crafterscompanion.co.uk

Br ight Idea
Paper Dreams is donating £5 from 
every sale of a rainbow product 
throughout the current lockdown, 
to help #feedNHS. The campaign 
aims to get 6,000 hot meals a day 
into London hospitals for critical 
care staff and then hopefully 
across the nation to feed the NHS. 
paper-dreams.co.ukStriped Fan, 

Rainbow Bright, £16
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1 Spray a cork board with magnetic chalkboard  
paint. Use regular paint to colour the second  

and third boards.

2 Wrap and tie two pieces of string around the fourth 
board. Cover the fifth one with wrapping paper,  

taping it at the back. Repeat with fabric for the last board.

3 Lay the boards together snugly, face down and tape 
together. Cover the entire back with thick card.

4 Cut string the same length of your board and tape it at 
both ends for hanging. Cover craft pegs in washi tape 

and clip to the string board.  
Find more crafty ideas at furniturechoice.co.uk

We used...

5 Minute Fixer
MAKE FURNITURE CHOICE’S COLOURFUL 
MEMO BOARD FOR A CHILD’S BEDROOM

 Cork boards, six  Scrap fabric 
 Paint: coloured; magnetic chalkboard

 Card, thick  Embellishments  Tape, double-sided

Making  
Histor y

The V&A is asking the public  
to send in their hand drawn  

signs and rainbow art created 
during lockdown, to enter  
its permanent collection.  

Email images to 
homemadedesigns 

@van.ac.uk

Guide to Creative Handlettering 
by Fiona Graham-Flynn, £12.99, 

rylandpeters.com

Creative Calligraphy by Mary 
Noble & Janet Mehigan, £12.99, 

searchpress.com

Brush Lettering by Rebecca 
Cahill Roots, £14.99, 
pavilionbooks.com

3 OF THE BEST LETTERING BOOKS

Looking Forward
Hobbycraft is supporting the 

launch of How I See Tomorrow, 
a global initiative that invites 

children to share their thoughts 
on the future after COVID-19, via 
drawings, paintings and photos. 

What’s more, three winners will 
be picked to win £250 worth 

of prizes! To get involved, visit 
howiseetomorrow.com and 

hobbycraft.co.uk

craf t s-beaut i fu l . com 17



Visit us: Station Road, Cupar, Fife,
Scotland KY15 5HB

Monday - Wednesday & Friday 9am-4.30pm
Thursday 9am-12pm, Saturday 9am-4.00pm

Tel: 01334 654606

● Gift vouchers available 
● Free car parking available

Find us on Facebook:
‘Mc Oyster Paper crafts at Poles Apart’ 
don’t forget to like our page!

Whether you are looking for new skills or inspiration to new products or topping up your craft stash 
we will be able to help you. Gemini Hot Foil press machine now available!

Best of      

HIGHLY
COMMENDED

Best 
Independent

Store 
Scotland

We stock a selection of leading brands

M Oyster Paper Crafts c
at Poles Apart

Brand NEW
stock arriving 

weekly!
MAIL ORDER AVAILABLE

Nominate 
us in the 

Best Of Craft
Awards

All your 
Paper craft

products
available 
in store

NOW 
STOCKING
FABRICS!

For sneak peeks at the CB team’s 
crafty fun, the chance to win exclusive 

freebies and to nab snippets of 
craftspiration, follow us on Twitter!

@craftsbeautiful

Follow us on Twitter
!
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Sometimes you can tell just by looking 
at a craft product that it will make 

something really special, and the Grace 
Layer die set from Birch Press Designs 
is no exception! There are three dies 
with beautiful patterns that can be 
used singly, but the magic really 

happens when you overlap the cut-outs 
to create intricate backgrounds. Tracey 

Daykin-Jones has made the most of 
this by layering bright card shades for 

simple, yet dazzling greetings.

ONE KIT, 
FIVE WAYS

Se lect 
cont ras t ing 
card  shades 

to  rea l l y  make 
the  layered 

d ie-cuts 
s tand out

Lovely Layering

Cards  
& PAPER
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 Card: assorted colours; glittered, blue, 
orange  Dies: Birch Press Designs, 
Grace Layer set; thanks, wish, smile, 

wishes, stitched edged circle, banner
 Adhesives

We used...

Say Hello
1 Die-cut all three Grace Layer 

dies from various colours. Take 
a light pink blank and glue a dark 
pink section in place.

2 Add the remaining layers, 
taking care to line them up 

using the dots in each corner as  
a guide. Assemble the inner layers 
and fix silver die-cut letters in the 
middle using foam pads.

So Grateful 
1 Create all three Grace Layer 

dies from yellow and green card. 
Assemble the first layer on a white 
blank and add the additional layers.

2 Die-cut ‘thanks’ from pink and  
an outline from white. Glue 

together and add to the card using 
foam pads.

“Use a glue 
pen to adhere 

the sections together; 
it’s easier to control 
and any excess can be 
quickly removed”

Make a Wish
1 Die-cut all three Grace Layer 

dies from coloured card. Fix 
the first light pink layer on a blue 
blank, then continue adding the 
remaining layers.

2 Trim a large circle from yellow 
and add a die-cut sentiment, 

plus a blue glitter candle and 
sparkly yellow flame. Secure to the 
card with foam pads. 
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ON MESSAGE
Poppystamps’ Luscious 

Script Thanks die 
allows you to add a 
standout sentiment 

to your greetings. 
crafts4less.co.uk

CLEVER 
COMBOS
Birch Press Designs’ 
Grace Layer set has 
three mandala-style 
dies that can be 
combined for stunning 
effects. £49.99, 
bumbleberrys.co.uk

Craft 
Shop

Cards  
& PAPER

Day Dream
1 Die-cut the central sections of the 

Grace Layer dies from different card 
colours. Assemble using tiny dots of glue 
and put to one side.

2 Create a banner shape from light pink 
and adhere to white. Layer onto red 

and add assembled circles. Add a silver 
die-cut sentiment to complete.  

Tr im the  edges  o f 
a l l  background 

images  bar  the  top 
one ,  to  g ive  a  c lean 

edge to  the  
f in i shed  card

Craftsmart

Be Happy
1 Make up all three Grace Layer dies 

from various colours. Secure a yellow 
piece to a blue blank and build up the 
remaining layers.

2 Die-cut the word ‘smile’ from white 
and silver, and layer together. Add 

to the card to finish.
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1 Rub some distress ink onto 
acetate and spray with water. 

Place onto a piece of watercolour 
card face down. Lift off the acetate 
and dry with a heat gun. Repeat 
until the background has been built 
up with splashes of colour.

2 Die-cut a stitched rectangle 
panel and attach onto a card 

blank with foam tape. Stamp and 
colour the images, then cut them 
out and attach onto the card.

3 Trim down the sentiment into 
three pieces and fix in place as 

shown. Add some clear raindrop 
embellishments to finish. 

Summer is finally here and we 
can take time to relax outdoors 
with a long cool drink! Kitty 

Day’s greeting features  
a stamped sun worshipper against 
a watery background that's easy 
to create. Simply apply inks to 
acetate, then spritz with water 
and press onto card. A few flat-

backed clear droplets add a great 
finishing touch!

 Card: watercolour; coloured 
 Acetate  Stamps, My Favorite 

Things, Hey Sunshine  Dies, Lawn 
Fawn, Stitched Rectangles

 Distress Ink, Salty Ocean  Pens, 
Copic  Embellishments, Little 

Things Clear Raindrops mix
 Adhesives

We used...

Brighten someone’s 
day with this 

cheery greeting

15  MINUTE MAKE. . .

Hello Sunshine

LOOKS LIKE 
RAIN
Add a subtle sparkle 
with the Little Things 
Clear Raindrops 
mix of flat-backed 
droplets that look 
like water! £2.99, 
lucys-shop.com

BEACH BUNNY
This character in My Favorite Things 

Hey Sunshine stamp is certainly 
enjoying the summer weather! £7.75, 

sevenhillscrafts.co.uk

Craft 
Shop

When creat ing 
a  sp lash- look 

background ,  make 
sure  you  heat 
between each 

layer

Craftsmart
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SUPERCRAFT FACTFILE: To view all of Mark’s kits, tools, beads, findings and charms, visit silvardesign.co.uk

As we still have time on hand, 
why not try making a bracelet with a difference…

SUPERCRAFTS AT HOME WITH

this and would like a more sturdy 
Kumihimo disk, Silvar Design offers a 
starter kit with all materials to make 
up to six bracelets. 

I can’t believe how quickly the 
time is passing when we have 
so much of it! Being a typical 
Gemini, I have lots of half-

finished projects on the go at 
once, from felted pebbles to block 
printed bags, but I have actually 
managed to complete this pinny.

Inspired by an old duvet cover 
that still retained some lovely 
embroidery, I chose a gardening 
theme (my favourite place to be 
when I’m not crafting). I had great 
fun gluing the duvet’s flowery 
squares, along with lace and 
embellishments, onto a robust 
calico apron and stick-on gems 
made an ideal ‘stream of water’ 
from the watering can. I also have 
another project for you to try, 
courtesy of Supercrafter Mark 
Vardy of Silvar Design.

P E O P L E 

&
P L AC E S

Create with Kumihimo
Kumihimo is a Japanese form of 
braid making – the words ‘kumi’ 
and ‘himo’ actually mean ‘gathered 
threads’. I found it quite a challenge 
to pronounce it correctly(!) but 
fortunately it’s easy to make with 
Mark’s clear instructions. Kumihimo 
disks are made of firm, flexible plastic 
with notches, but you can easily 
make one from any thick cardboard 
you have at home.

1  Cut a circle from thick cardboard, 
10cm diameter, and make a 1cm 

hole in the centre. Cut 16 evenly 
spaced slits (about 1cm) into the 
edge of the circle (A).

2 Tie eight cords, 50cm long, 
together at one end, then push 

the knot through the centre of the 
disk. Clamp the cords in the notches 
around the edge (B).

3 Remove the cord from the 
bottom left notch and re-clamp 

it up in the empty top left notch (C). 
Take the cord in the top right notch 
and move it down in the empty 
bottom right notch (D). Rotate the 
disk clockwise a quarter turn (E).

4 Repeat Step 3 until you run out of 
cord. The braid will emerge from 

the central hole of the disk (F).

The braid can be used as a stylish 
edging for cushions or upholstery, for 
curtain tie-backs, and of course as 
necklaces and bracelets with suitable 
end caps attached. If you enjoyed 

A pinny for your thoughts?

 Kumihimo cords  Thick cardboard

We used... Mark’s unique wrist candy
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 Card, white  Paper: orange, 
blue, green  Dies: Altenew, 

Caps Bold Alpha; nested circles 
 Stamps: Altenew, Incredible, 

Golden Garden, Ornamental Bliss
  Inks: Catherine Pooler Ink, 

Lime Rickey, Grass Skirt, 
Fiesta Blue, It’s A  Boy, Tutti Frutti; 

Ranger, Jet Black Archival 
  Pens: watercolour;  

alcohol markers  
 Matt Duralar  Adhesives

We used...

LET’S DO THIS!
DIE-CUTTING

We all love colourful cards
with maximum impact, 
and Keren Baker’s latest 

creations use simple layering 
techniques and vivid papers 
to make eye-catching makes. 
Personalise it for the occasion 
with your own sentiment, or 

team this method up with any  
paper pad for your own take 

on the design.  

Easy 
Birthday
1 Take a white blank,  

14cm x 14.5cm, and add a 
smaller layer of orange paper. 
Die-cut letters to spell ‘birthday’ 
from blue paper and a circle  
to add the letters to.

2 Using the Ornamental  
Bliss set, stamp out the 

 images in different colour  
ink onto the die-cut circle.

3 Arrange the lettering onto  
the top part of the circle, 

equally spaced. Fix foam pads 
to the reverse of the circle and 
letters, then attach to the card. 

Bold & Bright 
Create greetings with stand-out sentiments 

“It’s tempting to 
overlook large alphabet 

dies, thinking that they’re only 
suitable for scrapbooking. Use 
big bold die-cut letters to add 
the wow factor to your cards!”
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& PAPER

Craft 
Shop

Quick Hello
1 Prepare a white blank, 12cm x 17.5cm. On a smaller 

layer of blue paper, die-cut seven letters in different 
directions with some going over the edge. 

2 Adhere this panel to the base, and add a strip  
of green paper to the bottom. Stamp, colour  

and cut out a flower and leaf.

3 Fix the stamped motifs using foam pads and 
stamp the sentiment below the flower to finish. 

Kind Thanks
1 Create a white blank, 11cm 

x 21cm. Add a smaller layer 
of green paper and trim out a 
slightly smaller orange piece.

2 Evenly space the letter dies 
onto the orange, then cut 

out. Adhere a smaller panel of 
blue paper behind and fix this 
layer onto the base.

3 Stamp the flower and foliage 
onto matt vellum. Colour on 

the reverse and attach onto the 
base with a little wet glue behind 
the solid black areas to complete 
the project. 

STASH ESSENTIAL 
Whether you’re cardmaking  
or scrapbooking, this set of  
letter dies creates clear cut 
sentiments and phrases for any 
project. £36.83, altenew.com

BLUE HUE
For full coverage 

stamping, add 
Catherine Pooler ink-

pads to your collection. £6, 
sugarandspicecrafts.co.uk 

KEREN'S TOP TIPS
 When  you  need to  d ie-cut  a 

sent iment ,  equa l l y  space  the  le t te r s 
on  the  paper  or  cards tock  so  you 
end up  w i th  an  out l ine  word  a l l 
ready  for  your  next  p ro ject .

 D ie-cut t ing  lo t s  o f  le t te r s  can 
be  ted ious .  Have  one  b ig  sess ion 
cut t ing  lo t s  out  and s tore  in  a  bag 
so  when  the  next  p ro ject  ca l l s ,  you 
can  wh ip  up  a  card  rea l l y  qu ick ly.

 Don’ t  be  a f ra id  to  co lour  and 
s tamp on  your  a lphabet  d ie-cuts . 
You  don’ t  need to  leave  them b lank 
–  ink ,  dood le  or  sp lat  pa in t  on  them 
for  a  more  ar ty  look !
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W e’ve got five chances for  
Crafts Beautiful readers to win  
a Flowers For Every Season 

bundle from Stampin’ Up! – the perfect way 
to revamp your stash! Whether you’re crafting 
spring-themed makes or getting cosy with 
crafts for winter, there’s beautiful florals for 
every occasion in this collection. Experiment 
with the selection of stamps included to 
create stunning greetings, papercrafts, journal 
pages and wall art. There’s also heartfelt 
sentiment stamps included for you to add a 
caring message to your creations, along with 
embellishments, shaker elements and more! 

G
IV

EAW
AY

WIN! Five  
Craft Bundles

Enter online at crafts-beautiful.com or tick Stampin’ Up on the giveaway form on page 93.  

Worth  
£168  
EACH

 Jar  o f  F lowers  S tamp bund le
  F lowers  fo r  Ever y  Season  Memor ies  
&  More  card  pack

  Ce lebrate  Sunf lowers  s tamp co l lect ion
  F lowers  fo r  Ever y  Season  6”x  6 ”  paper  pad , 
cards  and enve lopes , 

 Mason  Jar  Shaker  Domes
  F lowers  fo r  Ever y  Season  r ibbon pack  and gems
  S tampin’  B lends  Combo Pack  ink-pads

EACH WINNER WILL GET...
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YOUR

CRAFT 
CHAT
The latest makes from 

the CB community

This month’s lucky winner can enjoy 
getting creative with a fabulous book 
bundle, courtesy of Search Press. With 
calligraphy, quilling and drawing titles 

included, there’s plenty to refresh 
your creativity and to be inspired by. 

searchpress.com 

Our July 
WINNER! 
“I have been making lots of 
appliqué cushions during 
lockdown and wanted to try 
something new. The Make & 
Sell magazine gave me the 
inspiration I needed! I love 
crafting and also sell at local 
craft fayres, so the extra magazine was 
perfect. I am going to try the stitched kitties 
next or maybe the puppy set make them into 
pin cushions!” @tcteachlearn, via Instagram

STARLETTER PRIZE!

WORTH

£47!
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TEA BREAK 
“I’ve just started on this cross-

stitch design, ‘tea makes 
everything better’. I forgot how 

slow going this can be!”
@CornishMrsD, via Twitter

“My dachshund Coco 
sketch-bombing me!”

@ShaniCraftyArts, 
via Twitter 

“Here is my hairy 
studio assistant, 

Cooper, he does 
a great job 
of keeping 

me company 
whilst I’m 

busy creating!”
@RachelPettittD, 

via Twitter

PAWESOME PETS
WE CATCH UP WITH CB READERS  

AND THEIR FLUFFY FRIENDS

“This is my buddy who often gets 
in the way whilst crafting!”

@TheDailyArtsCo1, via Twitter

SUPERB STAMPING 
“I’ve been working with Distress 

Ink and trying cross-stitch lately”
Monika Raubic, via Facebook 

NEW PROJECTS
“I’ve been trying my hand at 

crochet and created this so far”
@Lyndaginger, via Twitter 

PAPERCRAFT 
EXPERIMENTS

“Recently I have started 
decorating matchboxes, 
and this is one of them”

@JackieRenwick1, 
via Twitter

FLORAL GREETING
“I created the background for this 

card using layered stamps and heat 
embossed gold detailing on the 

purple flowers”
Mary Gregory, via Facebook

LOVINGLY MADE
“This is an anniversary card and 

box that I made for my mum 
and dad”

Sarah Newport, via Facebook 
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 facebook.com/craftsbeautiful   twitter–@craftsbeautiful   pinterest.com/craftsbeautiful   instagram–craftsbeautiful

Write to us: Crafts Beautiful, 1 Phoenix Court, Hawkins Road, Colchester Essex, CO2 8JY Email us: cbfriends@aceville.co.uk

BOLD GREETINGS
Tracey Daykin-Jones has created 

a selection of colourful cards, 
which are perfect for summer! 

Layer up a selection of bright die-
cuts for eye-catching creations. 

Find it on page 19.

STITCHED ELEPHANT 
This super cute nursery set is a 

lovely way to welcome little ones 
into the world, and you can switch 

up the patterns to co-ordinate 
with any colour scheme. Head to 

page 75 for this project. 

QUILLED BUMBLES
Liz Moad’s quilled bees on page 

12 are adorable, and a great 
way to get stuck into this craft. All 
you need is a bit of patience and 

quilling strips!

We’re
Loving… 

On Facebook, 
we asked… 
How often 
have you 
been crafting 
in lockdown?

      Pin of  
the Month
We love trying out a new 
technique, and this easy how-to 
guide to achieve resist embossing 
from our friends at PaperCrafter 
magazine is a great way to mix 
up your cardmaking. Boasting 
flowers and colourful blends of 
ink, we’ll be getting stuck into this 
idea for summer greetings! Find it 
on our Pin of the Month board by 
searching for Crafts Beautiful on 
Pinterest. Be sure to follow us for 
tons of inspiration! 

67% 
said Everyday to 

stay busy 

Will Kand, 40 
I enjoy cardmaking, 

glass painting, cooking, 
as well as music and 

sport. I’d be interested 
in hearing from anyone, 

all are welcome. 
23 Earl Street,  

Wigan, WN1 2BW 

Sylvia Inglis, 71
Knitting, cardmaking 

and crystal art are 
some of my favourite 

hobbies. I would like to 
hear from people with 
similar interests to me. 

23 Wood Avenue, 
Uplands Estate, 
Purfleet, Essex,  

RM19 1TH

Liz Spencer, 49
I like all arts and crafts, 
but especially painting. 

It would be lovely to 
be in touch with like-

minded people. 
Apartment 6 Garden 

Court, 53 Garden 
Street, Ramsbottom, 

Bury, BL0 9FW 

Share your crafting

FIND A
CRAFTY
FRIEND

33% 
said Once or 
twice a week
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DON'T 
FORGET  

£130+ WORTH 
OF COVER 

GIFTS

This smaller size has been 
designed with portability in 
mind, so whether you are 
going to a craft event or 
workshop, or simply crafting 
at home with limited space, 
the smaller size is so handy 
and easy to carry!
Including the features you 
have come to love from the 
original Adorable Scoreboard, 
including its box-making 
technology, ergonomic 
scoring tool and double-sided 
measurements for both 
imperial and metric.

INCLUDES: 
★ 1 x Adorable Scoreboard - Mini  

★ 1 x Adorable Scoreboard Handbook  
vol. 5 - Mini Makes ★ 1 x Premier Craft 

Tools - Double sided Cutting Mat - 8” x 8”

FREE!

ADORABLE SCOREBOARD  
MINI BUNDLE WORTH OVER £45

When you subscribe to



CRAFT & 
COMMUNITY

See what the WI’s members have been 
crafting during their time at home!

Our Craft 
Heroes
Jennifer Ball of Shardlow WI  
sent us these photos of her panel 
contribution for a project called  
25 Million Stitches, which highlights 
the plight of the 25 million+ war 
refugees in the world. “I first heard  
of the project through the 
Unofficial WI Facebook group,” 
Jennifer tells CB. “My panel has 

approximately 12,000 
stitches and is worked 
on a counted linen.  
It was a good way  
to use up some of  
my spare embroidery 
threads and I really 
enjoyed mixing  
and matching the 
different colours.”

For more course information, 
call 01865 391991, or visit 

denman.org.uk

Back To  
Craft School

Book yourself one these  
crafty Denman classes,  
coming up this autumn!

8th-11th October
A Paper Bag But Not  

As You Know It
Mix prepared magazine papers 
with lining, stitch, wax and silk to 
create a designer evening bag!

16th-18th October
Leatherwork:  

From Bags To Bracelets
Learn about leather and  
how to use tools to make  

a belt, plus a purse, wallet,  
small bag or pouch.

11th-13th November
Wet Felting:  

Make A Stunning Bag
Use this technique to make  

a sturdy bag without sewing, 
adding a cotton lining and  

your own unique decoration.
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Perfect Ten
This year, the Catford WI is 

celebrating its 10th anniversary. 
Their craft group made this 

beautiful tablecloth, which can 
also be mounted on poles to make 
a hanging banner. Caroline Welch 
adds, “Member Sue Bradford also 

created a stunning loose-leaf 
memory book which we will fill 
over the coming year with our 

thoughts, pictures and poems to 
express what our WI means to us.”

Lockdown 
Crafting
“I love crafting and also have my 
own wellbeing at work coaching 
business,” explains Jane Dyer of 
Tong Village Vixens WI. “As a relief 
from the Covid-19 media noise,  
I set up a Facebook group for 
members to post photos of 
projects they have started or  
are finishing off. So far, we’ve  
had cooking, jewellery, glasswork, 
dressmaking, and much more 
– wow, we have been busy!”

TO FIND YOUR LOCAL WI... Use the postcode search tool at thewi.org.uk where there’s 
a list of federations and details on how to make contact with your local WI Advisor.

And Finally...
See how other WI members have 
been getting creative this month

“Here are a few craft projects that 
our members have been making 
during lockdown, including some 

simple shorts, a table runner, some 
knitted hats and more than 30 

scrub bags for the NHS. “
Allison Ward, 

Tong Village Vixens WI

“This box and 
seven-pocket 
purse were 
sewn from two 
squares of 
material each. 
They make 
ideal gifts and 

can be used for holidays, as they 
fold flat and are fully washable.”
Liz Brown, Walton WI Somerset

“I make cards 
using silk 
painting, which 
has been very 
therapeutic 
during 
lockdown.  
I started off 
doing flowers 
and butterflies, 
but lately I have been 
painting all kinds of animals.”
Beverly Ashby,  
Loughborough Ladies WI

Get Creative!
This beautiful butterfly  

greeting takes alcohol inks  
and stamping to a whole new 

level! By using a special ‘lifting’ 
ink, you can create striking 

effects on a coloured 
background. Find the full 

instructions at thewi.org.uk/
what-we-do/craft

Royal Approval
The Countess of Wessex has written 
to WI members in this month’s WI 
Life Magazine to thank them for 
their continuing contributions to the 
nation in times of need. “Just as the 
WI played its part in the war effort  
in the 1940s, I know that in the weeks 
and months ahead you will make a 
remarkable contribution to the home 
effort,” she stated.

“As a relief from the 
Covid-19 media noise, 

I set up a Facebook 
group for members to 

post photos of projects”

“During these strange 
times I’ve started a 
new art form, 
decorating tiles with 
acrylic porcelain 
paints. I’m giving 
them to friends to 
raise a smile, and 
even getting some 
ready for Christmas!”
Clare Lea,  
Bomere Heath WI
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Hello fellow crafter!
Claim your free* Crafter’s Companion Card Kit and 
browse all the incredible products Crafter’s Companion 
has to offer in our new online shop. 
Everything inclusive of delivery**!

PAPERCRAFT 
NEEDSG

IF TSTOYOU.C
O
M

SHOP

Where gifts mean more
SHOP NOW AT giftstoyou.com

FREE OFFER

Crafter’s Companion Guillotine
Not only can you trim your paper 

to size but it comes with an 
embedded scoreboard allowing you 

to score at the same time
£24.99 Product Code: CC5

Pin Wheel Card Kit!
Simply visit giftstoyou.com/
pinwheel and enter discount 

code CCFREE in your 
shopping basket!
Product Code: P1818

EDITOR’S PICK

Garden of Love Wax 
Seal Kit

This is the perfect set for 
adding a traditional touch 

to invitations 
£14.99  Product Code: CC97

Crafter’s Companion Precious 
Metals Luxury Cardstock

These versatile card packs include 
glitter, mirror and matt mirror card. 

£12.99 Product Code: CC64

Crafter’s Companion Self 
Healing Cutting Mat

This is the perfect tool when it 
comes to using craft knives and 

rotary cutters.
£12.99 Product Code: CC28

Crafter’s Companion 
3-D Layered Rose  

Metal Die 
You will receive three dies to 

help you cut petals from paper 
that can be layered together to 

create textured roses.
£7.99 Product Code: CC319

WORTH 

£19.99

STAR BUY

*UK postage costs £4.99. **excludes FREE* offers. Orders must be received by 27th July 2020. Offer subject to availability. Only 1 card kit per customer. While stocks last, we reserve 
the right to send an alternative card kit. We can only provide refunds for damaged or faulty goods. Please allow 28 days for delivery. Open to UK residents only.



STAT I O NSTAT I O N
If there’s one thing that crafters and creative 
folk all have in common, it’s that on the 
odd occasion, we feel a bit stuck with 
where to take our projects or what to make 
next. We’ve brought together some of our 
favourite ways to feel enthusiastic and 
inspired, along with a few tips from top 
crafters and designers; before you know it, 
you’ll be squirreled away in your craft room, 
supplies in hand ready to get stuck in! 

STAT I O N
Beat creative block with 
advice and must-have buys

TURN OVER
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IN BLOOM
For a tasteful, 
personalised handmade 
item, this birth flower 
embroidery kit is just 
what you need. What’s 
more, this makes for 
a beautiful gift for 
someone who wants 
to take up a new 
stitching project! £30, 
notonthehighstreet.com

WAX LYRICAL
Have a go at creating 

your own scented 
wax melts with this 

kit from The Candle 
Brand. With everything 

needed, this therapeutic 
activity will beat your 

creative block. £16, 
thecandlebrand.co.uk 

MODERN CLASSIC
Pyrography is one of the hottest 
craft trends at the moment, and 
this bargain kit contains the heat 

tool, different tips and wooden 
blanks to get started. £25, 

hobbycraft.co.uk 

HOLD THE DOOR
Fancy making a super 
cute and useful home 

accessory? This owl 
doorstop contains the 

pieces needed to stitch it 
up and proudly display. 

£9.99, simply4crafts.com

Dive into a new project with this 
selection of easy craft kits, the 
perfect remedy if you ask us! 

C A L L I N GIN A CREATIVE 
SLUMP? 

WE’ VE GOT 
YOU ON THIS… 

You might get stuck when you’re 
feeling stressed, or maybe when 
you’ve been hard on yourself if a 
project didn’t go to plan. Don’t 

let that get you down, here’s  
five handy suggestions to  

spark your creativity: 

Declutter your craft supplies 
– Having a good sort out 

and seeing everything helps 
you know what to get for an 

upcoming project, or you might 
get a wave of inspiration when 

you find that paper pad you 
forgot about!

Take a break – Stepping back 
from a work-in-progress 

and giving your mind some 
space can make the world of 
difference. Go for a walk, or 

simply take the time to relax with 
a cuppa and a snack. 

Do some housework – Believe it 
or not, doing a few menial tasks, 
such as washing up or a spot of 

dusting can help reset your brain 
a little bit. 

Try a new medium – If you’re a 
papercrafter who’s a bit fed up 

of the same materials, try mixing 
it up a bit with different textures, 

or take up a whole new craft! 
There’s tons of beginner kits out 
there, so why not get stuck in? 

Rearrange your space – Taking 
the time to shuffle about the 

order of your craft space 
can help you see new ways 
of accessing different items 

quickly, and you might find that 
swapping things around invokes 
a refreshed sense of creativity!
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O U R  F AV O U R I T E 
WAYS  TO  STAY

Experiment with a 
different technique or 
craft, such as origami

DESIGN & CONQUER
Now, if you’re looking for a fun 

way to reset your creativity, 
you need to get hold of Wreck 
This Journal. It’s a fun way to 
unleash your artistic side, and 

the tasks on each page will 
certainly help you get rid of 

your creative frustration! £9.99, 
waterstones.com

MAKE YOUR DAY 
With an idea for each day of the 
year, there’s plenty of projects for 
you to experiment with, without 
the need to commit to one big 

project, but just enough for that 
daily dose of creativity. £16.99, 

fredaldous.co.uk

EASY PAINTING
Watercolour is one of the most 

popular types of painting, 
and Hazel Soan’s new title 

guides you through the steps 
to make beautiful painted 

landscapes with ease, perfect 
for recreating your favourite 

places. Available from 9th July. 
£9.99, pavilionbooks.com 

R E F R E S H 
YO U R 

 PINTEREST – Undoubtedly the holy 
grail for finding inspiration, you’ll 
get lost in thousands of ideas. 
If you’re still struggling, take a 
look through your previously 
pinned projects to finally start! 

 YOUTUBE – There’s an abundance 
of tutorials for just about anything on 
the internet, and a visual walk through 
can be really helpful, especially when 
trying new crafts. Check out The Crafts 
Channel on YouTube to see our very 
own Corinne Bradd work her magic! 

 BLOGS – We love finding a new 
craft blogger and obsessing over their 
creative space and projects. Reading 
someone’s first-hand account of giving 
a DIY idea a go or how they organise 
their stash can be super inspiring! 
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TOP T IPS FROM THE CB COMMUNITY
We took to social media and asked you for your favourite ways to recharge 

ADVICE FROM THE

Ever wondered how the 
professionals get inspired? 

Look no further!

"Give your workspace a really good 
tidy – I find the act of simply 'being' 
in my work space with my equipment, 
resets my head and quietly allows 
me to gather my thoughts without 
any pressure. After a good sprucing 
session, I always have a new idea." 

Ella Johnston, artist and illustrator

“Whenever I set out to find something 
in my craft room or tidy it, I'll come 
across some long-forgotten supply 
that immediately inspires me! On 
occasion, the best way for me to get 
inspired is to step away from my craft 
room... sometimes for a few minutes, 
and sometimes longer. Taking a walk, 
reading a book or chatting with a 

friend all provide a break; then I'm usually ready to 
dive back into even the most challenging project!” 

Sara Naumann, designer

“When I have a block I usually 
look around me, and I find shops, 
especially supermarkets great sources 
of inspiration with all of the colours 
and branding around. Unfortunately, 
I'm not making many trips to the 
supermarkets right now, so another 
way I get inspiration is to look through 
old projects. I would also recommend 

getting some products out and just start playing – don't 
worry if you mess it up!”  

Marion Emberson, WOW! Embossing

“My go-to method to get me inspired 
again is to tidy up my craft room – it 
isn’t long before I unearth something 
that makes me want to get creating 
again. I find there is no point forcing 
creativity, it only comes out to play 
when it wants to, so sometimes 
walking away and focusing energy on 
something like tidying up can help. Plus, 

my craft room is in a constant state of chaos, so a tidier 
workspace is always a good idea!” 

Emma Jewell, professional crafter

"When I’m working 
on a new book or 

patterns and hit 
a creative block, 

I go for a quick 
walk outside... The 

lightbulb usually 
pings on as soon as I 

step away from the 
computer!" 

Tilly Walnes, 
Tilly and the 

Buttons 

“Mix things up a 
bit – for instance, 

swap cardmaking 
for cross-stitch 
or a jigsaw for a 
couple of days” 

Susan Pickles, via Facebook

“I tend to 
change it 

around between 
different crafts 

and challenges” 
Angie Hall,  

via Facebook

“I go out gardening 
where I am 

surrounded by 
nature which then 

prompts me to 
create something.” 
@creativeccr, via Instagram

“I look at other 
crafters work 
and it inspires 
me to try new 
techniques” 

@feelingcraftychez, 
via Instagram
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Cards  
& PAPER

Die-cut and layer coloured 
flowers to make a 3-D set

Digital die-cutting machines are a crafter’s dream; 
they do all the hard work for you and create perfect 

results every time! Corinne Bradd has used her 
Cricut Maker to produce multiple flowers and leaves 

in complementary colours, then layered them up 
to form a striking wreath, greeting card and votive. 

Shaping the petals with a ball-ended tool adds a 
realistic finishing touch.

Pick a Posy
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Flower Shapes
1 From the available images in the 

Cricut Design Space application, 
select some suitable leaf shapes. 
We used Leaves #M2556AC, 
Leaf #M8AE8FB3, Three Leaves 
#MA9D40A0, Leaves #MB534736, 
Leaves #MB53473B, and Leaves 
#MB53475C. Alternatively, upload 
your own designs to the canvas in  
the application.

2 Resize, duplicate and flip the 
images as necessary and arrange 

several different shapes to fit within 
a 14cm square in one corner of the 
canvas grid. When all available 
space is used, group and weld the 
images so the block can be copied 
and repeated in all four corners of 
the canvas grid. Group all the blocks 
before cutting to ensure they stay in 
the corners.

We used...
 Cricut Maker  Cardstock, textured, 

assorted colours  Glass votive, small 
 Ball-ended tool  Adhesives

3 Choose four muted shades of 
textured cardstock for the foliage 

and cut 15cm squares from each one. 
Place a card square in each of the 
four corners of the cutting mat. Feed 
the mat into the machine, ensuring 
you have the correct blade in the 
machine and it is set to cardstock. 
Press the ‘Cut’ button and leave the 
machine to go through the process.

4 Once the cut is complete, 
remove the mat and peel away 

the background card. Work on one 
section at a time to prevent dust 
and hair sticking to the mat as you 
go. Use a spatula tool to carefully lift 
each leaf and put to one side.

5 Create a similar layout from 
floral designs. We used Flowers 

#M32AA3, Posy #M386B3, Tag 
#M3EB31, Flower #M8AF587C, Flower 
#M8B1B82B, Flower #M8B65F54, 
Flower silhouette #MDBCEEF5, and 
Aster flower silhouette #MDBCEF24. 
If necessary, remove small cut outs 
from the centre of the flowers by 
selecting the ‘Contour’ option and 
taking out these pieces.

6 Choose pale shades of card and 
one brighter colour for contrast, 

and cut into 15cm squares. Arrange 
these on the four corners of the 
mat. Cut as before and remove 
the finished shapes carefully with a 
spatula tool.

Wreath
1 Die-cut concentric ovals from 

cream cardstock by adjusting the 
circle shape to make one oval, 14cm 
x 20cm, and another, 9.5cm x 13.5cm. 
Place the smaller shape in the centre 
of the larger one and cut, forming 
the wreath base.

2 Choose several of the larger 
foliage shapes in different colours 

and glue around the wreath so they 
extend the outside and inside of  
the ovals. Layer smaller foliage 
shapes over the first arrangement 
with foam pads.

3 Layer up flowers in pairs or trios 
of different sizes and shades, and 

glue together at the centre. Place 
each flower in the middle of your 
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Cards  
& PAPER

CLOSE CUTS
The Cricut Maker can die-cut a 
wide range of materials, from card 
to fabric, and offers a huge library 
of design ideas, plus the ability 
to upload your own! From £380, 
hobbycraft.co.uk

Craft 
Shop

palm and use a ball-ended tool to 
push down in the centre, allowing the 
petals to come upwards.

4 Fix the flowers to the wreath 
arrangement with foam pads, 

placing them in natural clusters of 
the same type of bloom. Use tiny 
single flowers to fill in sparse areas. 
Add a little glue to the stem of small, 
individual leaf shapes and tuck the 
ends into the arrangement, so they 
stand proud of the surface and give 
a more 3-D effect.

Card
1 Trim brightly coloured cardstock, 

9.5cm x 14cm, and fix to the centre 
of an A6 blank. Arrange larger pieces 
of foliage up the left-hand side 
and along the bottom of the panel, 
radiating from the bottom left corner.

2 Add smaller leaves and layered 
flowers, tucking small individual 

leaves into the arrangement as 
before. Choose a suitable greeting 
from the Cricut Design Space 
application and cut from brightly 
coloured cardstock. Fix this across 
the remaining space on the card  
at an angle.

Why not try...
Decorate a plain glass votive, using 
a glue stick to fix larger pieces of 
foliage, and layered flowers to 
the ends with a strong PVA. Add 
individual leaves by gluing the stems 
and tucking under the flowers. 

“If you don't have a Cricut 
machine, you can create the 

flowers with a manual die-cutter 
or paper punches instead”

Corinne says...
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UNLIMITED ACCESS TO
1,000 PATTERNS!

JOIN THE LET'S  
KNIT TOGETHER 

COMMUNITY TODAY!
Do you dream of a pattern library 
that has all the designs you could 
ever wish for? Well, your dreams 

are now a reality thanks to our 
brand new knitting club – say a 
big hello to Let’s Knit Together! 

SIGN UP TO OUR EXCLUSIVE CLUB TODAY
VISIT letsknit.co.uk/CRBJULYLKT CALL 0800 904 7000 TO JOIN

Patterns 
for all 

abilities!
PLUS NEW DESIGNS 
ADDED EVERY DAY!

FROM 
£4.99 

A MONTH
 That's the same 

price as a ball  
of yarn!

TAKE PART IN  
OUR COMMUNITY 

KNITALONGS!

TOYS
BABY KNITS

HOMEWARES 
GARMENTS

& MORE FROM YOUR 
FAVOURITE DESIGNERS

EXCLUSIVE 
DESIGNS!
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Cards  
& PAPER

We all love stationery and Helen Fitzjohn’s gorgeous 
collection would make a delightful gift for a green-
fingered friend – if you bear to part with it! Stamp 
a set of mini notecards in a beautiful bespoke box, 
complete with folded envelopes, and don’t forget 
to include one of the matching birthday cards in a 

natural colour palette.

Natural Beauty
Natural Bouquet
1 Cut a small circle, 3cm, from card and stick 

it in the centre of thin watercolour paper. 
Stamp the herbs all around the circle using 
pesto ink, then darken the lines with fineliner 
pen. Colour in the flowers with mauve, ash 
rose and violet, using a wet paintbrush to 
apply the inks from the pads.

2 Make a scalloped card circle, 3cm 
diameter, stamp ‘with love’ in ash rose 

and attach to the middle of the watercolour 
panel with foam pads. Trim with scissors to 
fit the front of a base card, 14.5cm. Add a 
ribbon tied in a bow.

We used...
 Paper: Craft Consortium, The Herbarium pad; thin, 

watercolour  Stamps, Craft Consortium, The Herbarium
 Mountboard  Fineliner pen, Olive  Ink-pads, 

Versacolor: Hint of Pesto, Bamboo, Ash Rose, Misty Mauve, 
Violet, Lavender  Ribbons  Silk thread, olive, 1mm

Create a handmade stationery set, stamped with herb motifs

crafts-beautiful.com

Free template + download 
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To c reate  a  good 
torn  edge take  a 

meta l  ru le r,  p lace 
on  the  l ine  and 
s lowly  tear  the 

paper  away

Craftsmart
Make a Note
1 Trim five small notelet cards from 

watercolour paper, 9.5cm square. 
Stick 4cm strips of patterned paper 
down the left-hand side and add 
a 3mm strip of green next to them. 
Stamp and colour in the herbs on thin 
watercolour paper as before.

2 Scribble olive pen on an acrylic 
block (or anything shiny) and dab 

with a wet paintbrush. Press ink-pads 
onto the block, dilute with a little 
water and use like paints. Take a 
scrap of card and cut a 6cm square 
aperture from the centre. Use this 
to draw a square around each herb 
in pencil. Add a stamped name and 
make a torn edge square. Attach 
each to a notecard.

3 Score and cut five envelopes 
using the template provided, 

then stamp herbs on them. To make 
the box, cut mountboard, 13.9cm 
square. Measure in 2.7cm from each 
edge and score. Remove the four 
small corner squares, then fold up 
to create a box. Tape the sides and 
cover in patterned paper.

4 Trim card, 12cm x 29.2cm. From 
the bottom measure 12cm then 

score across, measure 3cm and 
score, measure 11.5cm and score. 
Create a point/triangle at the top. 
Carefully fold, then cover in paper. 
Glue the inner box inside and finish 
by sticking olive silk thread along the 
edges. Place the note cards inside.

Create your own botanical
 notelet cards
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Craft 
Shop

PLANT LIFE
Print your cards, plus 

notecards, garden labels 
and more, using The 

Herbarium stamps, £4.99.

BOTANICAL BEAUTY
The matching Herbarium 
12” x 12” premium paper 
pad complements the stamps 
perfectly, £15.99.

Cards  
& PAPER

“Upcycle 
tin cans by 

decorating with your 
stamped images and 
use as a pen pot, or for 
growing herbs”

Make Thyme
Take a card blank, 14.5cm square, 
and cover in natural paper. Add a 
2.5cm strip of herb jar paper along 
the bottom, an 8.5cm script paper in 
the centre, plus a 5mm green strip. 
Stamp ‘thyme’ on watercolour paper 
and trim into a 10cm circle. Add a 
little ribbon loop, plus mini pink gems 
and stick to the front.

Why not try...
Cover the base card with herb paper, 
leaving a 7.7cm rectangle in the 
centre. Add a thyme square, ribbon 
and a ‘with love’ sentiment stamped 
within a circle. 

Both items available at craftconsortium.com
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Colette’s
TOP TIPS

1 Use a stamp tool to print the 
image using the Extreme Black  
ink-pad. Keep the stamp in place 
on the tool.

2 Colour in the image with alcohol 
markers, blending carefully between 
the black lines 

3 Place the image back into the 
stamp tool making sure it is lined up 
correctly. Apply Onyx Black and over 
stamp the design.

4 Trim the image to 10cm x 14cm, 
then fix onto a top-fold blank, 
10.5cm x 14.5cm, covered with black. 
Create a simple sentiment and add 
to the card. 

 Shop around for stamping tools, 
there are some that are quite 
reasonable in price and work 

perfectly. I used the Stamp Perfect 
Positioning Tool.

 Alcohol markers can affect heat 
embossing. Stamp the image with 

the alcohol-friendly ink, colour and 
place back in the stamping tool. 
Re-ink with Versafine, then add 
the embossing powder and heat; 
this will leave you with a shiny, 

embossed outline.

 As background stamps have a 
large surface area and can be quite 
detailed, make sure you apply even 
pressure all over the stamp to give 

the best image.

 The beauty of a stamping tool is 
that you can re-stamp the motif if 

you have missed any details.

Bold background stamps are great for giving maximum impact to a 
card, and are a joy to colour in. Detail ink-pads such as Versafine 
are not as compatible with alcohol markers, unless you heat emboss 
the image, so a good solution is to use a stamping tool. Create the 
original image using an alcohol friendly ink-pad, colour in, and then 
place it back in the stamping tool. Ink the stamp with Versafine and 
over stamp the image. As the stamp is still in the original position, it 
will leave a beautiful, dark, crisp outline. This elegant lemon themed 
stamp has been coloured in summery colours with a hint of black to 
really make it pop. Finish with a simple, bold, summery word.

 Card: black, white  Stamp, 
Pinkfresh Studio, Lemon Lush
 Stamp positioning tool  Die-

cut, summer wording  Ink-pads: 
My Favorite Things, Extreme Black; 

Versafine, Onyx Black  Alcohol 
markers, Copic Ciao  Adhesives

We used...

Create ornate printed backgrounds using a stamping tool

Make it 
Zesty

Colette Smith

Expert at
your shoulder

46 craf t s-beaut i fu l . com



CITRUS BURST
For superb coverage 
when stamping opt 
for Pink Fresh 
Studio’s Lemon Lush 
stamp, £17, craftie-
charlie.co.uk

LIFT OFF
A handy addition to your craft box, 
the Stamp Perfect Positioning Tool, 

£24, craftobsessions.co.uk

Craft 
Shop PEN WORK

These quality pens 
can be bought 
individually or in 
sets, Copic Cioa 
Standard 12 pack, 
£39, cultpens.com
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My favourite medium
I guess I would pick ‘watercolour’ as 
that would encompass anything I 
could mix with water. I love the Vicki 
Boutin Art Crayons in my American 
Crafts line as they are a very 
versatile medium!

For as long as I can 
recall, I have loved 

creating. From colouring 
books and crayons, to 
paint by numbers and 
flower arranging… if it 
was full of colour and I 
could use my hands to 

make it, then I was in! Arts 
and crafts has always 

been a lifelong obsession!

See more of Vicki’s colourful crafting range at vickiboutin.com

P E O P L E 

&
P L AC E S

Vicki Boutin
TAKE 10 WITH. . . 

We catch up with super-talented designer Vicki 
Boutin and find out what inspires her

My task for today
The list is ALWAYS endless. Balancing 

being creative with business 
commitments and family is 

challenging. Today, I’m determined 
to spend at least 30 minutes getting 

to make something.

I find ideas 
everywhere! 

I am inspired by 
nature, magazines, 

Pinterest, other artists, 
in fact life in general. 

It’s all there just 
waiting to be 

harnessed!

I have always loved 
to draw! 

Art is in my blood. After 
high school, I went on to 

study Graphic Design and 
Fine Arts and was able to 

hone my skills.

My Top Tip:
Try all the things! If it intrigues you, make it – you can 

master anything with a little practise and play. Don’t set 
up roadblocks to your creativity! 

My favourite 
craft collection 
is...
...anything with lots 
of colour and fun 
patterns! I can 
never be tied down 
to just one thing.

I can’t live without...
…my stamps and stencils! There is 
unlimited opportunity for making 

with those two tools.

My favourite thing about 
scrapbooking...

...is the pretty products! I am a 
lover of pattern, texture and 

composition, plus I enjoy 
dabbling in photography, adding 

artful techniques and layering 
lots of products to create 

scrapbook projects!

Stamping or 
papercrafts?

Ummmm… 
papercrafting with 

stamping! I can’t 
choose just one!
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Brother SDX135 Pro
ScanNCut DX

Electronic cutting machine with built-in
scanner. Scan, Draw and Cut images,

logos and slogans for all your
personalisation needs. The SDX135 

makes an ideal low-cost desktop addition
to your decoration business. Business
Package available from £499 + VAT.

redsodaco.com

Dannells Start-up Packs
It has never been easier to design, make 

and sell lampshades with our Start-up Packs.
All the essential components you need to
start your Lampshade business supplied

compactly in one box at the most 
economical rates.

dannells.com/start-up-packages-590-c.asp

Fittingly Sew 2
Fittingly Sew 2 gives you complete freedom
to design perfectly fitting garments. It takes a

huge range of measurements so that the
patterns will fit any shape and size. Use the

built in templates or design your own patterns
from scratch. Design your own fabrics. Scan

existing garments or patterns and trace
around them as the basis for your pattern.

softbyte.co.uk

WOW! Changers
The WOW! Changers Lightening Effects Kit
contains three amazing powder changers,
plus three 15ml mixing jars all in a handy

carry case. Mix your new changers with your
existing embossing powders to reveal a
variety of new creative effects, including

sheen, glisten and textured finishes.
wowembossingpowder.co.uk

Quilling Packs
JJ Quilling stocks a huge range of paper
strips - every colour of the rainbow, and 
a whole lot more! In addition to single 
colour packs, we stock a number of
selection packs, including Rainbow. 
See our website for the full range.

jjquilling.co.uk

Latest Blog posts
Grab a cuppa and read our latest

blogposts! From mindful makes to genius
upcycling ideas, you'll be spoilt for choice

with crafty inspiration! 
crafts-beautiful.com/blog

Project inspiration
Take a look at some of our delightful

projects online from card-making, crochet,
jewellery, sugarcraft, sewing, knitting, baking

and so much more, visit:
crafts-beautiful.com/projects

Knitty Critters meet
Llulu Llama

Designed and manufactured in the UK.
Knitty Critters are an adorable collection of

creatures  that have captivated crafters.
Awarded Best Craft Kit 2019 in the Best Craft
Awards. This supersize crochet kit includes

all the materials including Bernat yarn to
make your own Llulu Llama. The finished

Knitty Critter measures 50cm x 16cmx 25cm.
RRP £25. To see all the range visit

knittycritters.co.uk
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DOUBLE LIFE
Creative minds will love the idea of  

setting up a crafty side hustle
Words | Anthony Franklin, Founder & CEO at fibodo

Across the UK, a growing number of workers 
are leading double lives. From students to 
experienced office staff, individuals are 
looking to make more money, flexibly, by 

transforming their crafty passions into a ‘side hustle’. 
Earning some extra cash alongside a main form of 
employment or income isn’t a new phenomenon, but 
there are some noticeable trends in the type of ‘hustle’ 
people pursue. The revolution of the side hustle has 
been heavily influenced by viral trends and celebrity 
crazes. For those who enjoy being creative in their spare 
time, the rise in popularity of sites such as Etsy and TV 
shows may be the inspiration to take their hobby to the 
next level. For those wanting to cash in on their passion 
for crafts, the next step could be in teaching others how 
to make their own jewellery or accomplish the perfect 
cross-stitch. However, many enthusiastic creative people 
looking to start their own side hustle may question 
whether a lack of technology and business skills will 
hold them back from growing a sustainable venture. 
Fortunately, there are ways to overcome this and turn a 
side hustle into success.
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“Even those with limited 
technical or business skills can 
upscale by using simple tools”

STARTING YOUR CRAFTY 
SIDE HUSTLE  – ASSESSING 
YOUR SKILLS 
When you’re starting out, you’ll have 
many things to focus on – especially 
if you’re also juggling your existing 
job – without worrying whether you 
have the necessary business skills. The 
most detrimental impact to launching 
your own side hustle is a lack of 
appropriate business skills, with a 
report from the Federation of Small 
Business citing that it is the second 
largest barrier to achieving growth 
aspirations. A sobering fact when you 
take into account that 60 percent of 
new businesses go under within three 
years. This illustrates how important it 
is to rapidly implement business skills, 
especially when selling time-based 
services. Luckily, there is an abundance 
of business management platforms 
available that can assist you with the 
set up and running of your business, 
meaning you won’t have to take 
complex and time consuming training 
courses. 

NOW YOU’VE STARTED… 
Once your business has been launched, 
you need to ensure that the excitement 
and personal satisfaction you gain 
from your craft remains – which can 
be a challenge if you’re spending an 
increasing amount of time completing 
tedious tasks, like admin. Should you 
start, for example, your own jewellery 
making workshops, you will need to 
dedicate time to honing techniques 
and sourcing materials. Liaising with 
clients, organising your bookings and 
handling payments are all crucial to 

running a business, but they take your 
time away from jewellery making, 
which can naturally hinder enthusiasm 
and cause temptation to call it quits. 
Helpful and simple-to-use tech exists 
to remove many of these challenges 
from your side hustle, allowing you to 
keep your passion at the centre of your 
business. Using tools that can reduce 
hours spent on admin effectively 
maximise productivity – and enable 
business owners to focus on their 
craft. In turn, this can encourage more 
people to take their business venture 
forwards. 

RUNNING YOUR SIDE 
HUSTLE 
A number of key tech-related 
challenges can arise when starting a 
side hustle; however, even those with 
limited technical or business skills 
can upscale their business ventures by 
using simple tools that allow them to:

STREAMLINE BOOKINGS: If you 
teach people to sew, for example, it’s 
possible that you will offer several 
different classes that are tailored 
to varying skill capabilities and 
techniques. Managing multiple classes 
and bookings can be time consuming 
and stressful. Booking management 
platforms help in this respect, as the 
technology handles bookings and 
automates your admin so clients enjoy 
a seamless experience, and you save 
time.

IDENTIFY PEAK TIMES: Evenings 
or weekends are likely to be popular 
booking times – working with multiple 
clients during these periods helps 

maximise your income. For example, 
you can run group classes during your 
busiest time (when more people are 
available) and offer one-on-one tuition 
during quieter periods.

KEEPING ON TOP OF CASH FLOW: 
It’s likely that you’ll need to purchase 
supplies for your workshops. However, 
these expenses could leave you out 
of pocket should any of your clients 
cancel at the last minute. As a simple 
way to prevent this from happening, 
it is worth taking pre-payment from 
clients at the time they make their 
booking.

SHARING YOUR AVAILABILITY: 
Social media is a great tool to use when 
it comes to sharing your availability. As 
well as showcasing your creations, you 
can use social platforms to share last-
minute availability for classes, helping 
to fill empty spaces in your diary and 
move one step closer to a steady stream 
of income. 

RISING TO THE CHALLENGE 
The decision to start a side hustle from 
your passion of craft is more than a 
way of making money, it’s a way to 
do what you love while sharing your 
skills. Bridging the gap in knowledge 
that you, as a would-be entrepreneur, 
face when creating a side hustle can 
be daunting. Fortunately, innovative 
technology is on your side, reducing 
the stress and strain – so you can focus 
on your craft and doing what you love.
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Social media has changed the way customers 
communicate with craft brands. It’s no longer 
just about being on the other end of the 
phone or greeting them with a friendly face 

if they arrive at your store. As a business, you need 
to make sure you have an established social media 
presence too, and that you’re using these platforms 
in the right way.

CHOOSE YOUR PLATFORMS
Social media done well can be an invaluable asset to 
craft businesses. Platforms such as Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram and Pinterest can quite quickly become 
mutually beneficial platforms, which give businesses 
invaluable consumer insight, while also offering 
customers a forum where they can ask questions and 
share opinions. They can even help you to keep an 
eye on what your competitors are doing. Visibility is 
key here. If customers know your social profiles are 
well managed and can use them to get in touch with 
you quickly, you can not only free-up the phone 
lines, but also make your customers feel valued 
and looked after, which can have a lasting effect 
on your brand reputation. First things first, you 
need to decide which platforms will work well for 
your business and how many you can realistically 
manage. It’s better to do one profile really well than 
make a half-hearted stab at doing them all. And if 
you’re not sure which is the most widely used, start 
asking your customers. In my experience of craft 
businesses, Facebook is always a good starting point, 
particularly if your local community already knows 
and values you. It will give your current customers 
easy access to you, and once they start engaging 
with your posts will potentially even spread the 
word among their following too. You can build a 
community hub on your page and give customers 
the opportunity to interact with each other as well. 
In the process, they’ll all be connected through 
your company, which will inevitably build brand 
awareness and loyalty.

MAKING THE MOST OF YOUR

SOCIAL MEDIA 
PRESENCE
Make sure that you’re not missing  
out on sales with a critical look at  
your online presence
Words  |  Sara Davies, MBE, founder of Crafter’s Companion

TRY VLOGS
Once you’ve settled into the world of social media, 
why not try your hand at some video content? 
Vlogs for Youtube or Facebook Live videos will 
give your social channels another more interactive 
dimension. Think demonstrations and product 
reviews – you can use them to show off your 
products and give users the chance to get to know 
your personality at the same time.

PHOTO PLATFORMS
Try your hand at some of the photo-based 
platforms too, after all you are a craft brand! 
Instagram and Pinterest will allow you to build up 
a bank of inspirational content, whether it’s items 
you’ve made yourself, or simply something you’ve 
seen and loved. Platforms like this will not only 
give your customers some great ideas, but will also 
help you to generate content for your other profiles 
and hopefully spark some conversation among 
your followers. You could even give your following 
a sneak peek of new products you’ve got coming in 
to drive more people to visit you. 

GENERATE INTEREST
Of course, it’s not just about setting those platforms 
up. You need to regularly update them, monitor 
them for customer interaction and continue to grow 
your following. Put the relevant social icons on 
your website and on any posters, business cards 
or other marketing collateral you have. Generate a 
buzz online and give people a reason to visit your 
profiles. Competitions are great for this as everyone 
loves a freebie or a discount. The prize can be 
anything from a money-off voucher to a product 
giveaway or a free space at a workshop, and 
customers need only comment on your post and 
share it for a chance to win.
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WE USED...
• The Soap Kitchen 3D Flowers  

Silicone Mould
• The Soap Kitchen Zenicolor 5
• American Crafts Dear Lizzy Fine  

and Dandy 6” x 6” Paper Pad
• Mount board
• Washi tape
• Acetate

PRESENT HANDMADE SOAPS IN

PRETTY PACKAGING
PAPER BOX
1 Make an array of floral soaps 

using a 3D Flowers Silicone 
Mould from The Soap Kitchen and 
colouring system Zenicolor 5. You 
can find guides and tips on The Soap 
Kitchen’s website.

2 Cut an 11cm x 25cm piece of 
mount board. Score the rectangle 

2cm in on all sides, cut away the 
intersections at the corners and 
crease along the score lines to make 
a tray shape.

3 Cover the top of the mount board 
with a 13cm x 27cm piece of 

patterned paper. Cut the paper at 
the corners into flaps and fold the 
edges over to the back of the card. 

Glue the flaps to the adjacent sides 
to create a tray shape.

4 Decorate the outside of the tray 
with co-ordinating paper. Cut two 

2cm x 7cm pieces of mount board, 
cover with paper and fold in half. 
Glue these inside the base of the tray 
so that they stand vertically, dividing 
it into three.

5 Cut a 21cm square of acetate and 
crease at 4cm, 6.2cm, 13.4cm and 

15.6cm. Reinforce the creases with 
washi tape before wrapping around 
the tray.

6 Fix the overlap of acetate 
together with double-sided tape. 

Cut out decorative elements from 
paper and fix to the top of the sleeve. 
Fill the tray with soaps.

MAKE & SELL SPECIAL
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WE USED...
• Yarn: Sherbet, Nougat, Minty,    

Aniseed, Violet
• Crochet hook, 3.5mm
• Fabric: assorted prints; white 

cotton
• Lightweight quilt wadding

FLORAL QUILT
1 Cut twelve 9.5cm squares from a 

pale-coloured striped fabric and 
24 8cm squares from an assortment 
of floral and striped prints. Cut each 
small square in half, diagonally. 
Arrange the pieces on a flat surface 
making a three block x four block 
panel, angling the larger squares and 
placing the triangles around them so 
no two designs are touching.

2 Sew the long edges of each 
triangle to the edges of the 

square, right sides together, sewing 
left and right, opening them up, then 
sewing top and bottom. Press all the 
blocks before stitching together to 
make a quilt top.

3 Pin the quilt top to lightweight 
wadding and white backing 

fabric, then topstitch around the 
angled squares with a 4mm long 

straight stitch. Trim the edges of the 
quilt neatly and sew around the sides, 
2mm from the edges.

4 Cut several 3cm wide strips of 
floral fabric and join end to end 

to make a continuous binding strip. 
Sew the binding to the reverse of 
the quilt, matching the raw edges 
and mitring the corners neatly. Turn 
the binding to the front, turn under 
5mm on the remaining raw edge and 
topstitch 2mm from the hem.

CROCHET TRIM
Use a darning needle and Sherbet to  
sew a shallow blanket stitch around 
the edge of the quilt, making each 
stitch at 8mm intervals 
Foundation row: Using a 3.5mm hook 
and Sherbet work 2dc into the top of 
each blanket stitch around the quilt, 
finishing with a sl st to join
Row 1: *3ch, miss a st, 1dc into next st, 
rep * to end and join with a sl st 
Fasten off
Join Nougat to a 1ch sp 
Row 2: work as Row 1
Join Minty to a 1ch sp
Row 3: work *1ch, 3tr into next 1ch sp, 
(1ch, 1dc in next 1ch sp) twice, rep * 
to end and join with a sl st 
Fasten off

FLOWERS
MAKE 12
Using 3.5mm hook and chosen colour
make 20ch
Row 1: work 1tr into the fourth ch 
from the hook, *miss a st (1tr, 1ch, 
1tr), rep * to end
Row 2: turn, 1ch, *(1dc in 1ch sp, 2ch, 
4tr), sl st between trs, rep * to end, sl 
st into last 1ch sp
Fasten off

TO MAKE UP
Use the fastening off yarn to stitch 
the work into a nine petaled rosette. 
Pin a rosette to the centre of each 
square on the quilt and topstitch in 
place with matching thread around 
the edge of the centre hole.

SNUGGLE UP

BABY BLANKIE

Turn crafts into moneyspinners with 
a copy of Make & Sell Crafts on sale 

now at supermarkets nationwide
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COLOUR 
notes

Liven up your stash with  
our July must-haves

Mosaic Magic
Create a whole host of tiled creations, 

with Mosaikits by Teresa Mills, such as this 
unicorn. Everything you need is included, 
making it a great way to try your hand at 

making mosaics. £12, mosaikit.co.uk 

Share the Love
For a super simple way 
to incorporate different 
textures into your 
papercrafts, add a felt 
heart embellishment – 
they’re a bargain too! 
£1, theworks.co.uk 

Tropical
Wonders
Decoupage is excellent  
for adding life to wooden  
and cardboard blanks,  
and an easy way to  
personalise anything!  
See thecraftblog.com  
for stockists. 

Relaxing Art
A colour-by-

numbers is a great 
way to create art 

with ease, even for 
beginners. Choose 

from different designs, 
with colouring pencils 

included. £5.99, craftyarts.co.uk 

 
STAR BUYS!

Crazy Colours
Imagine if you could 

seamlessly blend 
different colours 

together… Chameleon 
pens are just what you 
need! Simply swap the 

caps to create a smooth 
colour transition.  

£23.99, chameleonart 
products.com 

Easy Printing
If you’ve never tried screen 

printing, this introduction kit 
is a great way to have a go. 

Perfect for batch-making 
cards and so much more! 

£44.95, huntthemoon.co.uk 
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 Celebrating the 30th Anniversary of 
Annie Sloan, the new Pearlescent 
Glaze creates fuss-free glistening 
pearl-effect pieces. For best results, 
apply one or two coats with a flat 
brush over dry Chalk Paint™ by 
Annie Sloan.

 For more detailed work, use a 
detail brush to apply the glaze – 
create your own intricate pattern 
or use it to highlight mouldings, 
cornicing and carvings. The light 
reflective attributes of Pearlescent 
Glaze will catch the eye and gently 
emphasize structural details.

 Apply the Pearlescent Glaze over light Chalk Paint™ 
colours, such as Old White, for the most intense 
pearlescent results, or add a tiny amount of Chalk 
Paint™ in the colour of your choice to the Pearlescent 
Glaze to create a subtle glimmer.

For more information, see anniesloan.com

HOT OFF THE PRESS...
HOUSE OF PRINT 
New from print maestra Molly Mahon is 
House of Print. She shares her love of block 
printing, her inspirations and takes us to 
the traditional print studios in India. You’ll 
also find tips on how to find the right colour 
palette, as well as how you can fill your 
home with handmade, block printed textiles 
– choose from projects such 
as napkins, a tablecloth and a 
lampshade for a beginner to 
make. Available from 9th July, 
pavilionbooks.com 

THREE OF THE BEST…

Scrapbook Supplies

STASH FAVOURITE
Washi tape makes for an 
excellent addition to any 
scrapbook or journal, and 
this on-trend Dovecraft Bee 
Happy set is an absolute 
steal. £1, therange.co.uk 

TRAVEL JOURNAL
Store all of your precious 
holiday memories in this 

themed book, with blank 
kraft paper inside to 
customise to your tastes. 

£7, hobbycraft.co.uk 

KEEPSAKE ESSENTIAL
Photo corners are an easy way 
to make sure any of your snaps 

or mementos are safe in your 
scrapbook, without ruining them 
using glue. £3, paperchase.com 

PAINTING HACKS  
WITH ANNIE SLOAN
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 Card, white, lavender, plum  Silk 
fabric, plain  Marabu Silk Paint, 

tangerine, lavender, plum  Reynolds 
freezer paper  Deep edge canvas, 

20cm square  Beads, 5mm diameter  
 Pipettes  Old towel   Adhesives  

 Embellishments

We used...

Silky Smooth
Personalise wall art with this easy and colourful how-to

Vivid wall art doesn’t need to 
be complicated, and this silk 
painting project by Jill Alblas 
couldn’t be simpler. If you’ve 
never experimented with this 
method before, don’t worry, 

you’re going to love it! What’s 
more, every single piece results 

in a unique item to proudly 
show off in your home. 

Craftsmart
Make sure  you  use 
d i f fe rent  p ipet tes 

fo r  each  co lour 
o f  pa in t  to  avo id 

mix ing  them.

4 To set the silk paint, iron the 
fabric flat, then press onto the 

shiny side of freezer paper. Place 
the silk on the front of a canvas, 
take it round the sides and tape 
firmly on the back. If required, add 
strips of card around the sides to 
give a neat framed effect.

Bright Art
1 Trim the silk piece so that it is large 

enough to go around the canvas. 
Soak the fabric in water, then wring 
it out tightly using a towel or kitchen 
paper so that its slightly damp. 
Spread the silk out on an old towel.

2 To create the flower design, 
place a 5mm diameter bead in 

the centre of the silk. Pull the silk up 
round the bead, and tie with thread. 
Carry on winding the thread tightly to 
form a stem, about 5mm. Continue 
in this way, tying approximately 
15 beads at random, leaving 7cm 
between each bead. Spread the silk 
with the tied beads out on the towel.

3 Use a pipette to drop a small spot 
of tangerine paint on the top of 

each covered bead. Leave for one 
minute, then add plum paint in the 
same way. Leave for a minute, then 
add lavender and finally plum. Allow 
the silk to dry thoroughly, then untie 
and remove the beads.

Abstract 
Greetings
Paint silk as before and iron on freezer 
paper. Tape the silk in a window card. 
Using tiny spots of craft glue, embellish 
the silk with seed beads. For a special 
effect, stamens could be sewn with 
gold thread. Leave the glue to set 
then tie with ribbon. 
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Bright Colours
Choose your favourite 
shades of silk paint to 
customise your project. 
£4.90, jacksonsart.com

Craft 
Shop

“Silk paint stains, so 
protect clothing and 

cover your work surface with 
a plastic sheet”

Experiment with the design – the wetter 
you leave the silk, the more the colour 
will spread to create an abstract piece

Jill says...
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Place Cards
1 Draw the name out in pencil, 

and to give the lettering style 
chosen for the featured name some 
dimension, add leaves around the 
edges. Fill in using watercolours. 
Add gold details to the dimensional 
area of the letters and paint in a 
soft ochre shade so the background 
colour would be similar to the gold 
embellishment. 

2 Wait for the watercolour paint 
to dry completely. Using a brush, 

apply some watered-down adhesive 
to the ochre area. Glue or lightly 
diluted adhesive will still be effective 
and give you better control of the 
area you’re filling out. The glitter or 
gold will also lay flatter on the paper.  

3 Give the sticky area a couple of 
minutes to dry and settle. Gently 

apply delicate glitter or gold dust to 
this area. Wait at least an hour for 
the adhesive to dry completely, or 
overnight. Once dry, tap dust into a 
blank piece of paper to use again 
and brush off the excess. 

4 Repeat with different styles for all 
your guests and set the table with 

each name on a plate, or use place 
card holders. This is a special detail 
your friends and family will truly 
appreciate and even want to take 
home with them. 

 Paper, watercolour  
 Paints, watercolour  Glitter, gold  

 PVA glue  Paintbrushes

We used...

Seating Plan
Create painted table settings with this easy how-to

It’s the extra little touches  
that complete a dinner party or 

celebratory meal with loved ones, 
and these handmade place cards 

by Ana Victoria Calderon are 
ideal. Using simple supplies  
you’ll already have to hand,  
this is a lovely way to create  

a personalised favour for  
guests to take home too.
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GET THE BOOK 
Learning how to make beautiful watercolour 
creations has never been easier. You’ll be guided 
through different techniques, including how to build 
up colour and layers. There’s a range of flora and 
fauna for you to paint too, and you’ll be a natural 
before you know it! £14.99, quartoknows.com

1 2

3 4
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ART ESSENTIAL
If you don’t have a set of watercolour 
paints already, this bargain pack from 

Hobbycraft contains 12 shades you can 
mix and blend. £6, hobbycraft.co.uk 

MUST-HAVE 
MATERIALS
Having the correct paper to 
paint on makes the world of 
difference, and this pad is  
top-notch for your creations. 
£10, therange.co.uk 

Craft 
Shop
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We used...  Chrysanthemum oilcloth, from vivalafrida.co.uk  Staple gun  Chalk paint in Moody Blue, 
Anguilla, Ballerina and Lipstick, from frenchicpaint.co.uk  Frenchic finishing coat  Frenchic paint brush

OUR MAKERS
CORINNE BRADD  
& ROSIE SAVAGE

G IVE RUN-OF-THE-MILL  
SEATING A MEXICANA TWIST

What a transformation! Before receiving a dose of colour therapy, 
these dining chairs were rather uninspiring. The combination of beech 
wood and pale beige fabric doesn’t do much for us, and we’re sure 
you’ll agree that their new look is happy, exciting and a whole lot of 
fun. Featuring a mish-mash of colour, the utterly wonderful Mexican-
inspired oilcloth fabrics practically sing out loud. And it’s so easy for 
you to get the look too – the toolkit is minimal and you could have the 
entire set done in a day. What are you waiting for?

Downtime DIY

BEFORE

AFTER
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DIY

“My chairs had a shiny 
coating, but there was no 
need to sand the wood 
because chalk paint has 
such fantastic grip”

ROSIE SAVAGE, PAPERCRAFTER EDITOR

Revamped Dining Chairs
1 Remove the seats from four dining chairs, keeping 

all the fixings safe. Lay oilcloth face down on a 
flat surface. If there are creases in the fabric, smooth 
them out with a medium-heat iron on the wrong 
side. Place the seat padded side down onto the 
fabric, arranging it so a motif is in the middle of the 
cushion. Use fabric scissors to cut around the seat 
with a 7cm border.

2 Take the centre sides of the fabric, pull over the 
edges of the seat and staple in position. Do the 

same with the centre front and back. Pull the corners 
taut and staple in turn so the surface of the seat is 
smooth. Continue to staple the edges of the fabric 
to the back of the seat, keeping the material taut 
but not overstretching it.

3 Gently pleat the fabric as you approach each 
corner to avoid a massive crease, which will not 

only look unsightly but may prevent the seat fitting 
back in the frame easily. Trim away excess fabric 
from the corner once stapled. Check the fixing holes 

of the seat are still accessible, piercing the oilcloth if 
necessary to reveal them.

4 Wipe down each chair with warm, soapy water and 
dry thoroughly. Choose four chalk paint colours 

and paint each chair in a different shade. Make sure 
you leave to dry fully between coats – we used two 
coats on three of the chairs, but needed three coats 
with the pale pink. Apply a finishing coat and leave to 
dry. Place the covered seats back into the chairs and 
secure with the original fixings. 

NEXT ISSUE...
Give old china a new lease of 
life with some savvy papercut 
tricks by Corinne Bradd
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PENCILS
Available in 36 stunning shades, 
POSCA pencils contain more oil than 
wax, making the colours ultra deep, 
punchy and vivid. Their innovative 
construction means the pencils are 
sleek and easy to use, sharpen like a 
dream and don’t crumble or break 
when a heavy pressure is applied. 

PASTELS
POSCA pastels are available in 24 

intense colours. Their unique formula 
contains more wax than oil, so the 

colours are vibrant with a super 
smooth finish. They leave hardly 
any residue on the page and are 

ergonomically designed so they are 
easier to hold, giving the artist  

more control.

MARKER BRUSH TIPS
Innovative and expressive, the POSCA 
brush tip reaches areas that other 
markers cannot. Painters will enjoy 
the pleasure of a brush with the 
complete control of a pen. Beginners 
and children can master painterly 
basics with ease. It’s also perfect for 
brush script, dramatic drawings and 
decorating.  

MARKER SPARKLY
With eight gorgeous jewel-like 

colours, the Sparkling POSCA pen 
set is ideal for all kinds of craft 

projects and for colouring in. The 
sparkly POSCAs work brilliantly on 

fabric with a glittery finish. Work 
straight onto the fabric and heat set 

using an iron with a cloth over the 
front or by ironing the reverse side.

Stock up your stash with  
the latest must-haves
The ultimate colourful creative range, POSCA paint 
markers are adored by the art and craft community 
for their range of nib sizes, excellent quality, 
amazing colour range and multi-surface use. Artists 
and crafters can now complete their art suite with 
new POSCA pencils and pastels. 

ALL POSCA PRODUCTS AVAILABLE ONLINE AT EASICHALK.COM AND CULTPENS.COM 

AMAZING 
INNOVATIONS FROM

MARKER  
ROUND TIP 7M

An excellent large format pen, the 
PC-7M’s large 4.5-5.5mm bullet tip 
produces precise lines and perfect 

large dots. Its soft rounded tip makes 
it ideal for colouring and large scale 
drawing. It is the go-to product for 
professionals and beginners alike.

ADVERTO
R IA

L

NEW   
PENCILS & PASTELS
The new POSCA Pencil and Pastel 

ranges complete the POSCA colour 
collection and work on a wide range 

of surfaces. Both POSCA Pencils 
and Pastels have the same quality 

you’d expect from POSCA; amazing 
longevity, usability and, naturally, 

fantastic colour range and coverage.

NEW!

NEW!
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Take A Letter
Add texture to papercraft embellishments 

with clay cut-outs
Greetings with 3-D decorations always look extra-special, so Ellen 

Kharade has created her own from polymer clay in eye-catching shades 
of bright pink, orange and yellow. Fondant cutters are ideal for creating 
flowers and letters for personalised projects, plus you can add a pattern 
by pressing a moulding mat into the surface. Layer up with patterned 

papers to make a card, plus a journal cover and gift box for a lovely set.
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Craftsmart
Dip  the  a lphabet 
cut te r s  in  a  l i t t le 

ta lcum powder  to 
s top  them s t ick ing  to 

the  c lay

 Cardstock: orange, ivory  Paper 
pad, Craft Sensations, Jungle Dreams

 Polymer clay, Fimo Soft: orange, 
olive green, cognac, sunflower yellow, 

flamingo  Moulding mat, Asian 
Influence  Fondant cutters, alphabet: 
small, large  Cutter: petal flower, 3cm; 
flower daisy, 4cm  Acrylic paint, white

 Ric rac: coral, orange, green 
 Journal  Box, 10cm diameter

 Adhesives

We used...

Diary Dates
1 Condition orange clay using your 

fingers until soft and pliable, then 
roll out to 2mm thick on a glass tile. 
Press the moulding mat into the 
clay until you get a clear impression, 
then create the lettering using large 
alphabet cutters.

2 Prepare cognac clay and flatten 
into a 4mm thick sheet. Dip the 

daisy flower cutter in a little talc and 
make two shapes. Add an olive green 
ball to the centre of each. Bake the 
clay letters and flowers on the tile for 
30 minutes at 110 C°.

3 Once the clay pieces have 
cooled, sand away any rough 

edges with an emery board. Dip  
a small piece of sponge into white 
acrylic paint and rub over the letters, 
picking out the pattern as you do 
so, then wipe away the excess with 
a clean cloth, leaving the white 
highlighting the design.

4 Trim orange decorative paper to 
size and stick to the front cover of 

the journal using double-sided tape. 

Repeat for the back. Cut green spot 
paper, 13cm x 13.5cm, and stick 
to the front of the journal. Glue 
a rectangle of green decorative 
paper, 6.5cm x 12.5cm to the top 
half of the cover.

5 Snip another green panel, 5cm 
x 12.5cm and fix below the first 

rectangle. Trim a strip of green ric 
rac and glue to the bottom edge 
of the journal. Stick the letters into 
place across the cover using PVA 
glue, along with the flowers and  
a length of orange ric rac.

Surprise 
Inside
1 Make the small lettering from 

orange and yellow clay, plus a 
daisy from olive green, and bake all 
the pieces as before. Cover the box 
and lid with green spot paper. Trim 

a strip of decorative orange paper, 
2cm wide and stick around the box 
using PVA. Snip a length of green ric 
rac and glue across the orange strip.

2 Cut a strip of orange decorative 
paper, 1cm wide, and stick it 

around the lid. Trim green ric rac 
to size and fix to the top of the lid, 
keeping to the outer edge. Cut a 6cm 
circle from orange spot paper and 
stick to the lid. Glue the flower and 
text in place as shown.
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COLOUR 
creative

“Personalise 
a range of gift 

ideas with the initials 
of friends and family”

Ellen says...

MODEL 
MAKER
Fimo Soft polymer 
clay is so easy to 
sculpt and bake, with 
a variety of shades to 
choose from. £2.75, 
hobbycraft.co.uk

DECORATIVE 
FINISH
Give your lettering a 
beautiful textured 
pattern with this 
Asian Influence 
moulding mat, £4.95, 
metalclay.co.uk

Craft 
Shop

decorative green paper, 6.5cm 
square, with foam pads. Attach 
the polymer clay tile with foam 
pads in the centre. Glue coral ric 
rac down the left-hand side and 
add the flower on top.  

On The Tiles
1 Condition flamingo and roll out to 

2mm thick. Press the moulding mat 
into the surface, trim to 5cm square 
and bake. Once cool, sand away 
any rough edges, then rub the clay 
with white acrylic paint to highlight 
the design. Prepare more flamingo 
clay, flattening to 3mm thick. Make 
a flower using the petal cutter, mark 
each petal with a scalpel and add  
a flattened yellow ball to the centre, 
then bake.

2 Cut ivory cardstock, 15cm x  
30cm and fold in half. Trim 

patterned paper, 13.5cm square,  
and stick to the blank. Fix an 8cm 
orange square on top, then layer 
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Go free-style with texture paste and 
create bold effects for your cards 

Colour Blend 
Backgrounds

 Texture paste, Aladine Izink 3D: Orchid, 
Cactus, Gold, Topaz  Stamps, Altenew, 

Bamboo Rose  Dies, Nesting scallop 
squares  Black ink   Ribbon: spotty; pink 

 Palette knife  Brayer  Paintbrush  
 Baby wipes  Adhesives  

We used...

2 Gently roll the brayer  
in the texture paste and spread  

it across the card surface.

1 Apply the texture paste  
onto the surface of white  
card using a palette knife.

Be Strong
1 Apply Orchid onto white card, 

11cm x 15cm. When dry, pounce 
over the surface with Gold. Let the 
piece dry. 

2 Form a card blank, 10.5cm x 
14.5cm. Glue the background 

onto the card front and trim off the 
excess. Use black ink to stamp the 
sentiment and butterfly onto a white 
square die-cut. Paint the butterfly 
using a detail brush and Orchid. 

3 Layer the piece onto a scalloped 
square die-cut with foam tape 

and fix to the front of the card.  
Finish with a ribbon bow. 

Sara Naumann’s

Craft Secrets

How to Texture Paste Backgrounds

We generally think of texture 
paste as something to be used 

through a stencil, but while that’s 
a great way to add colour and 
dimension to projects, you can 

also skip the stencil and apply the 
medium straight onto the card 
using a brayer, brush or cloth. 
For these cards, a pearlescent 
texture paste has been used in 

two colourways. The first colour 
is applied onto white card, then 
the second, pounced over with a 
crumpled baby wipe. You’ll still 
get the texture and shine, as well 
as dimension. The butterflies are 
painted with texture paste using 
a fine paintbrush; just be sure 

to use a permanent ink to stamp 
your images first.  
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COLOUR 
creative

When choos ing 
co lour  combinat ions , 
you  can’ t  go  wrong 
when  you  pa i r  warm 
tones  l i ke  p ink  and 

go ld ,  o r  coo ler  
ones  l i ke  b lue  

and  green

Colour
CLEVER

4 Using the baby wipe,  
pounce the colour  

randomly onto the card. 

3 When dry, pick up  
a second colour on a  
crumpled baby wipe.

Just For You
1 Apply a layer of Topaz onto a 

card, 10cm square. When touch 
dry, pounce over the surface with 
Cactus. Leave to dry, then make 
up a card blank, 10cm square. 
Stick the background piece onto 
the card front.

2 Using a permanent ink-pad, 
stamp the sentiment and 

butterfly onto a white  square 
die-cut card. Use a detail brush to 

Craft 
Shop GOOD 

IMPRESSION 
Butterfly stamps are 

a must for all-occasion 
designs, £15.75, 

Altenew Botanical 
Garden, dragonfly-

designs.co.uk 

paint the butterfly with Orchid. 

3 Layer the piece onto a scalloped 
square die-cut card using foam 

tape. Adhere to the front of the card 
and finish with a ribbon bow.  

SMOOTH FINISH 
New pouch design with 
easy-seal tops are a 
great addition to your 
stash, £5.75, Aladine 
Izink 3D Texture Paste, 
charmedcrafts 
andcards.co.uk 
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ASK THE EXPERTS
Professional advice from top 
crafters to boost your skills

How can I create pop-up cards with 
wow-factor?
Kathy says… First of all, practise so 
that you become confident with the 
technique, and then have fun with the 
embellishment that goes inside. Get 
creative! You can cut something out 
from a magazine, a quote or a sticker. 
You could even make a tiny envelope 
and slip a note inside. Keep the 
element of surprise going strong!

“Have you got any tips for 
stamping on acetate?”

Keren says... Stamping on acetate 
is easy with a little practice and 

the right ink. I recommend using 
inks like Stazon, available in a wide 

range of colours, or any waterproof 
archival inks. Just expect to wait 

a little longer for your ink to dry. If 
you’re working with heat-resistant 

acetate, you can also heat emboss 
on it. Due to the slippery surface 

of acetate, be sure to press down 
gently and don’t be tempted to 

rock the stamp. If it’s not a perfect 
result, simply wipe the ink off with 
alcohol hand sanitiser or Stazon 

cleaner and start again. 

“Have you spotted any craft 
trends that will be big for 
the summer?”
Stephanie says… Eco-
friendly crafting is getting 
bigger and bigger, and I 
think it will be very popular 
this summer, especially 
with people spending a lot 
of time indoors. I imagine 
crafters will be wanting to 
reuse waste materials and 
upcycle their old pieces of 
furniture and home décor. 
Alongside this, I think we’ll see a lot 
of embellishment making, such as 
creating flowers and bows for clothing 
and accessories.

“I want to create 
stand-out wall art 

from paper - do you 
have die sets for 

this?”
Stephanie says… 
Die sets such as 
the new Vintage 

Picture Decoupage 
Collection from 

Tattered Lace are 
perfect for a range 
of projects, such as 
wall art. The floral 

decoupage dies make 
it so easy to create 
deep, multi-layered 
art with a 3-D effect, 
and you can either 

cut it with a colourful 
charisma or fill them 
in with ink, pastels, or 
paints using your own 

artistic flair.
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As a leading 
designer and 
crafter, Stephanie’s 
here to help with 
your craft queries

With many years 
as a papercrafter 
behind her, Keren 
has handy tips 
for cardmaking 
up her sleeve

The brains behind 
leading craft blog, 
The Crafty Chica, 
Kathy’s got plenty 
of tricks to share

KEREN
BAKER

KATHY
CANO-MURRILLO

MEET OUR EXPERTS

STEPHANIE 
WEIGHTMAN

“What are your three essential tips 
for decorating ceramics at home?” 
Kathy says… Ceramics are very 
popular, and it’s easy to get 
involved even if you don’t have a 
kiln! My favorite way is to use air-
dry clay. Use your rolling pin and 
cookie cutters to create different 
things like ornaments and wall 
plaques. You can also use polymer 
clay for smaller pieces and lastly, 
try using oven-bake paints and 
markers for giving new life to blank 
ceramics bought from the store!

“I want to try applying a batik 
effect to my greetings – any tips?” 
Keren says… This technique is 
surprisingly easy and you probably 
have all of the supplies needed 
in your stash already. Start by 
creating a background with a 
clear embossing ink-pad and white 
embossing powder, then heat to 
set. Colour using diluted oxide 
ink-pads and leave to dry. Once 
dry, stamp a few pieces of foliage 
onto white card with an embossing 
pad, sprinkle with white embossing 
powder, then heat-set. Colour the 
leaves with ink-pads and water 
to blend. Embellish with stamped 
motifs that have been cut out to 
decorate, along with a sentiment.

“Variety is the spice of 
life! So we change what 
we’re making if things 
start to feel a bit stale.”

Linda Cable,
via Facebook

“I have a lot of things 
on the go at once and 
do what I feel like at  

the time”
Michelle Thorpe,

via Facebook 

“I have rediscovered my 
love of machine sewing 

since lockdown and have 
been making face masks”

Suzanna Barnes,
via Facebook

LEND A CRAFTY HAND
WE ASKED... HOW DO YOU STAY MOTIVATED?

“What’s your favourite way to get creative with 
embossing folders?” 

Stephanie says… Embossing folders are fantastic to 
use with ink-pads. By colouring the raised parts of the 
folder, the resulting textured piece of paper or card 
will have a coloured background behind the raised 
sections. Speaking of paper and card, you can use 

embossing folders with all kinds of materials like foam, 
foil, vellum, and more! Experiment with yours and see 

what you can create.
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POUR IT ON
Fluid art, which involves 
pouring paint to create 
swirling patterns, is a craft 
trend that is well worth 
trying! Amanda VanEver 
introduces a variety of 
step-by-step techniques 
to create colourful unique 
effects, plus project 
ideas from canvases to 
jewellery, coasters, and 
more. (£14.99, Quarto), 
searchpress.com

WHAT WE’RE 
LISTENING TO...

TUNE IN TO THREE 
MORE OF OUR FAVE 
CRAFTY PODCASTS!

IN PRINT
Discover the versatile 
art of printmaking, as 
Colette Whittington 

focuses on three main 
areas – relief, screen and 
transfer. Featuring low-
cost methods and easy-
to-follow tutorials, you 

can make all 30 projects 
at home, from block-
printed stationery to 

patterned scarves and 
tote bags. (£14.99, Ilex 
Press), amazon.co.uk

COLOURFUL CURLS
Talented paper artist Sena 
Runa returns with her latest 

book, Quilling, with 20 
gorgeous projects to make! 

She gives this traditional 
craft a contemporary 

twist, using harmonious 
combinations of shapes 
and bright colours that 

beginners will enjoy, whilst 
inspiring seasoned quillers. 
(£14.99, GMC Publications), 

gmcbooks.com

INK-CREDIBLE ART
If you fancy a change 
from paints, Creative 

Alcohol Inks reveals the 
many possibilities that 

this medium offers. Ashley 
Mahlberg sets out how 

to get started, and to 
create different looks 
using pouring, lifting, 
masking, and adding 

embellishments to various 
projects. (£16.99, Quarto), 

searchpress.com

MIX IT UP
In 3000 Color Mixing 
Recipes: Watercolor, 
Julie Collins reveals how 
to get to know different 
hues, whilst encouraging 
you to explore and 
experiment with shades. 
This book serves both as 
a handy reference when 
mixing a specific colour, 
and to offer inspiring 
ideas to try in your work. 
(£9.99, David & Charles), 
davidandcharles.com

CRAFT HANGOUT
This project from Love 

Eliza, LLC, provides 
support, inspiration, and 
encouragement to the 
crafty community on a 

number of subjects. 
crafthangout. 
podbean.com

BEWITCHED CRAFTS
Tracy Ann Miller of US 
company Bewitched 

Crafts presents her own 
podcast, inviting you to 
join in the conversation 
on all things papercraft! 
bewitchedcrafts.com/

podcast

IMAKE
A Guernsey girl shares 
her love of everything 

creative and handmade 
including papercrafts, 
cooking, photography, 

and much more. 
itunes.apple.com

READING 
CORNER
Learn a new craft today,  

from quilling to paint  
pouring and watercolours!
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Try out your own
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printer
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The latest must-haves for sewists everywhere

KITSCH 
KITTY 

Switch off with 
the therapeutic 
craft of needle 

felting with 
this kit from 

Hawthorn 
Handmade. 

Wool, a needle 
and a foam block are all you 

need to get started, and these are 
all included. Choose from other 

designs, such as mice, a unicorn, 
dogs, and so much more! From £10, 

hawthornhandmade.com 

QUILTING GO-TO 
New from Clover is the Sliding 
Guide Foot, something every 

quilter needs. It can measure up 
to 7.6cm between the needle and 

alignment guide, helping you 
achieve straight and precise lines 

of stitching every time. £22, 
clover@stockistenquiries.co.uk 

BOLD HUES
For a selection of designs that pair 

beautifully together and make great 
standalone pieces, the Greatest Hits 
Vol 1 range by Libs Elliot for Andover 
Fabrics is perfect. There’s abstract 
paint-splatter designs, a selection 
of dashes in different shades and 

on-trend crescent moons. See 
makower.com for stockists. 

COSY KNITS
Embody the comic 
strip, Peanuts with 
this Charlie Brown 
knitted jumper kit 

from Stitch & Story. 
The iconic design 

comes with a 
pattern, all the 
yarn you need 
to complete it 
and bamboo 

knitting 
needles. If 

you’re after 
a long-term 

project, this is 
a great option! 
£115, stitchand 

story.com 

CLASSIC CHARACTERS
Winnie the Pooh is a beloved 

character, and Aldi has a pack of 
10 fat quarters featuring a range of 

designs. Perfect for a nursery cushion 
or bunting, this cute cotton set is an 

online exclusive. £8.33, aldi.co.uk 

KEEPSAKE 
ESSENTIAL

Create beautiful 
stitched home decor 

and gifts with this 
canvas banner 

from Hobbycraft. 
Use with your Cricut 

machine or hand-
embroider a design 

onto the cotton. It 
measures 22cm x 

26cm, giving you plenty 
of space to get creative. 
£2.50, hobbycraft.co.uk 

Pick of the Kit:

BEGINNER BARGAIN 
For a low-cost and easy-to-use 
sewing machine, the 19S from 

Hobbycraft has 19 different 
stitches and a four-step 

buttonhole setting for garment 
making, clothes alterations and 

so much more. £75, 
hobbycraft.co.uk 

Sewing
machines

DREAM MACHINE
The Janome Memory Craft 550E 
is an embroidery only machine 
with a large embroidery area, 
measuring 200mm x 360mm, 
180 built-in designs, including 
monsters! Additional Artistic 
Software available, Windows 

and Mac compatible. Usual price 
£1,699, janome.co.uk

INTERMEDIATE INVESTMENT
For more experienced sewists, the 
Brother Innov-is A150 is a great 

option to expand your sewing skills. 
With automatic needle-threading, 

150 stitches and an electronic 
keypad, this machine will see your 
through projects of all kinds. £499, 

sewingcraft.brother.eu
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Jazz up the nursery with our pachyderm-themed makes!

Sew HandmadeSew Handmade
The elephants are on parade in 
Sophia Palmer’s latest project, 
a delightful set to welcome any 
newborn! This involves some 
piecing with zig-zag appliqué 
and simple hand embroidery 
techniques, to create a wall 

hanging, plus a greeting card 
and gift tags. The neutral 

colour palette will suit anyone, 
although you can change it up 

to match the baby’s room.

Stitch a set 
of gift tags

 Fabric, cotton: plain blue, plain 
yellow, neutral print, spotty, calico

 Felt, white  Iron-on interfacing, 
medium  Adhesive web 

 Ribbon, yellow, 6mm  Embroidery 
thread, black

All seam allowances are 10mm 
unless specified

We used...

1 Draw the smaller elephant 
templates on adhesive web and 

cut out loosely. Iron to the back of 
cotton fabrics, then trim carefully. 
Peel off the backing paper and place 
on a larger piece of white felt. Insert 
a folded length of ribbon at the top, 
between the felt and the cotton, then 
press with an iron.

2 Zig-zag stitch the pieces 
together with matching 

thread, then trim the edge 
carefully to match the 
shape of the elephant, 
making sure not to cut 
the ribbon. Using black 
embroidery thread, stitch 
a French knot for the eye 
and tie it off on the back.

I f  you ’ re  not 
conf ident  w i th  z ig-
zag app l iqué ,  you 
can  use  a  s t ra ight 

s t i tch  ins tead

crafts-beautiful.com

Free template + download 

Plain cotton fat quarters, 
hobbycraft.co.uk

Buy the fabric...

craf t s-beaut i fu l . com 75



We used...
 Fabric, cotton: plain blue, plain 

yellow, neutral print, spotty, calico
 Iron-on interfacing, medium
 Adhesive web  Blank card

All seam allowances are 10mm 
unless specified

Sew a keepsake 
greeting

Transform leftover fabrics 
into toys and gifts, in 
Retro Mama Scrap Happy 
Sewing by Kim Kruzich 
(£14.99, David & CHarles), 
davidandcharles.com

Sew 20 fun play items 
and practical projects for 

babies, mums and dads in 
Sew Baby by Debbie Shore 

(£9.99, Search Press), 
searchpress.com

booksGET THE

1 Draw around a blank card onto 
iron-on interfacing, creating a 

template for the front. Iron this onto 
the back of yellow cotton fabric, 
then trim the edges to the size you 
want. Transfer the smaller elephant 
templates on adhesive web and cut 
them out loosely. Iron on the back of 
your chosen fabrics and trim neatly.

2 Peel off the backing paper and 
iron on the fabric front, starting 

with the body piece, then placing the 
ear on top. Zig-zag stitch the pieces 

crafts-beautiful.com

Free template + download Have  a  p lay  w i th 
co lour  combinat ions 

to  c reate  d i f fe rent 
e f fect s

with matching thread. Work a black 
French knot for the eye.

3 Sew the whole piece to the front 
of the card around the edge 

of the fabric piece. If the greeting 
doesn’t stand up, stick a piece of 
card inside to hide the stitches and 
provide stability. Trim any excess with 
a craft knife.

Makower Doodle Days cotton, 
thehomemakery.co.uk

Buy the fabric...
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Create a nursery 
decoration
We used...

 Fabric, cotton: plain blue, plain 
yellow, neutral print, spotty, calico

 Felt, white  Wooden dowel
 Iron-on interfacing, medium
 Adhesive web  Blank card

 Ribbon, yellow, 6mm
All seam allowances are 10mm 

unless specified

1 Cut two pieces of spotty fabric, 
13cm x 22cm, and one yellow 

panel, 9cm x 22cm. Sew the yellow 
fabric and a spotty piece, right sides 
together, along one long edge. 
Repeat with the second spotty piece, 
then press all seams open. Mark 3cm 
up from the bottom on both side 
edges, plus the centre point at the 
bottom. Draw a line to each marker, 
creating a point in the base, and cut.

2 Draw the larger elephant and 
heart shapes on adhesive web, 

iron to the back of fabrics, then fix in 
the centre of the main piece. Zig-zag 
stitch in place, then embroider the 
elephant’s eye as before.
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3 Interface a larger piece of plain 
cotton. Pin the finished front,  

right sides together, on top and  
sew along the top straight edge. 
Leave a gap, 5cm down from the 
first line. Stitch from this point, 5mm 
from the edge, around the remaining 
edges, leaving a 5cm gap in one  
long edge and another opposite  
for the dowel channel.

4 Trim all seam allowances and 
corners, turn right sides out and 

press flat. Topstitch the channel along 
the top edge, checking that the 
dowel fits. Topstitch the remaining 
edges, insert the dowel and attach  
a length of ribbon for hanging. 

crafts-beautiful.com

Free template + download 

Vlieseline Interfacing and Bondaweb, 
ladysewandsew.co.uk

Buy the fabric...
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We used...
 Fabric, printed, yellow  Felt, 

black  Yarn, yellow  Toy stuffing
 Embroidery thread, black

Sew this sunny little character in cheery yellow shades

We love Amanda Walker’s 
friendly feline who is ready 
to brighten everyone’s day! 

Stitched from colourful 
patterned fabrics, he also sports 

a magnificent mane created 
from matching yarn. Dandy is a 
nice compact size, but you may 
like to scale the templates up 

and make a larger lion instead.

the front, right sides together, tucking 
the tail and the arms inside while you 
stitch from one side of the neck, all 
the way round to the opposite side. 
Turn the body right sides out and  
stuff firmly.

4 Sew the two pairs of ears 
together, clip around the curves, 

turn right sides out and press flat. 
Match the chin seam of the side head 
pieces together and stitch. Clip the 
seam allowance, then press open. 
Clip the seam allowance on the top 
head, before joining it to the side 
pieces, sewing from one side around 
to the other.

5 Sew the ears to the top part of 
the head. Stitch the centre back 

seam of the back head pieces then 
with the front and back head right 

sides together, match and sew from 
one side of the neck to the other. 
Turn the head right side out, tease 
out the edges, and stuff firmly.

6 Place the head over the neck, 
turn under the raw edges and 

hand stitch in place.Stitch or stick two 
felt eyes and the nose in place, then 
back stitch the mouth. Using strong 
thread, pass the needle through the 
top of a leg, then the base side edge 
of the body, and out on the opposite 
side. Attach the other leg, stitch back 
to the opposite side, pull the thread 
tight and fasten off.

7 Cut a card strip, 6cm x 20cm, 
plus another, 9cm x 20cm. Wrap 

yellow yarn around the narrower 
strip, covering the full length. Lay 
sticky tape to one side of the centre 
of the wound yarn, then carefully 

Dandy LionDandy Lion

crafts-beautiful.com

Free template + download 

Lion
1 Cut out the pieces from fabric 

and felt, using the templates as 
a guide. Stitch the two pairs of legs, 
right sides together, with a 3mm 
seam allowance. Make a small cut 
at the top part of each leg that will 
sit next to the body. Clip the concave 
curves of the seam allowance, 
trimming ‘V’ shapes. Turn right sides 
out, tease out the edges, then stuff 
firmly. Oversew the slits closed.

2 Sew the two pairs of arms, right 
sides together, leaving the top 

straight edges open. Clip the seam 
allowances, turn right sides out, stuff, 
then machine stitch the gaps closed. 
Fold the tail in half lengthways, then 
stitch along the length and around 
the curve, leaving the straight edge 
open. Turn right side out and stuff  
just the end, tapering the filling off 
as you reach the opening. Stitch the 
gap closed.

3 Stitch the darts at the top of 
each body piece, and the base 

on just one; this will be the front body. 
Place the tail into the dart on the 
back piece, then stitch in place. Sew 
the arms onto the top of the front 
body. Position the back body over 
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TAKE A LEAF
Try this Lady McElroy 
Silver Leaf 100% 
Cotton Lawn in 
lemon for your lion, 
£15.99 per metre.

WILD PALMS
The dainty palm print 
on this Pique Cotton 
fabric in ochre would 
also work well, 
£18.99 per metre.

Craft 
Shop

Both fabrics are from 
minervacrafts.com
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pull the yarn from the card. Flatten 
the yarn and machine stitch through 
the centre. Remove the tape and 
cut the looped edges. Hand stitch 
the fringing around the lion’s head 
behind the ears and under the chin.

8 Wind yarn around the wider 
strip but don’t fill it; this will be 

stitched from the base of the neck 
and over the head behind the first 
fringe. Make two more short lengths 
of fringing to fill the remainder of 
the head. Create one last piece of 
fringing to fit around the tip of the 
tail and stitch in place. Trim the tail 
fringe and the mane to even up.  

S tu f f  the  l ion  
qu i te  f i rm ly,  as  th i s 

w i l l  e l im inate  
any  wr ink les  in  

the  seams

smartStitch

“It’s a good idea 
to tack the arms 

into position, then the 
body pieces to ensure 
everything stays in place 
whilst you are stitching”

Amanda says...
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These easy-knit  
green veggies are  
simply adorable!

Sweet PeasSweet Peas

Knitsmart
To get  a  smooth  

f in i sh  on  your  toys , 
tease  the  s tu f f ing 

apar t  be fore  
us ing  i t
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 Yarn: Stylecraft Special DK,  
shades (A) 1821 Grass Green,  

(B) 1826 Kelly Green;  2ply, Black, 
oddments  Needles, 4mm  Safety 

toy stuffing  Tapestry needle
Size  Pod: 25cm long  

 Pea: 6cm diameter
Tension Square

 21 sts x 29 rows  10cm x 10cm
 Stocking stitch  4mm needles

We used...

Soft, squeezable and undeniably 
cute, Nicky Fijalkowska’s little 
playset is sure to be a hit. They’re 
quick and simple to knit too, 
using a classic DK yarn. The 
increasing and decreasing on the 
peas means that once you gather 
the top edge, they can easily be 
sewn into a round shape. Practise 
embroidering the faces to make 
sure you get a good expression.

Sweet Peas 
PEA
Make three
Using 4mm needles and yarn A,  
cast on eight sts
Row 1: kfb in each st to end. 16 sts
Row 2 and all WS rows: p to end
Row 3: * kfb, k3, rep from * to end. 
20 sts
Row 5: * kfb, k4, rep from * to end. 
24 sts
Row 7: * kfb, k5, rep from * to end. 
28 sts
Row 9: * kfb, k6, rep from * to end. 
32 sts
Rows 10-16: beg with a p row, work 
in st st
Row 17: * k2tog, k6, rep from * to 
end. 28 sts
Row 19: * k2tog, k5, rep from * to 
end. 24 sts
Row 21: * k2tog, rep from * to end. 
12 sts
Row 22: p to end
Cut yarn leaving a tail, thread 
through rem sts on needle, pull tight 
and fasten off

POD
Using 4mm needles and yarn B, cast 
on eight sts
Row 1: kfb in each st to end. 16 sts
Row 2 and all WS rows: p to end
Row 3: * kfb, k3, rep from * to end.  
20 sts
Row 5: * kfb, k4, rep from * to end. 
24 sts
Row 7: * kfb, k5, rep from * to end. 
28 sts
Row 9: * kfb, k6, rep from * to end. 
32 sts
Row 11: * kfb, k7, rep from * to end. 
36 sts
Row 13: * kfb, k8, rep from * to end. 
40 sts
Row 15: * kfb, k9, rep from * to end. 
44 sts
Rows 16-56: beg with a p row, work 
in st st
Row 57: * k2tog, k9, rep from * to 
end. 40 sts
Row 59: * k2tog, k8, rep from * to 
end. 36 sts
Row 61: * k2tog, k7, rep from * to 
end. 32 sts
Row 63: * k2tog, k6, rep from * to 
end. 28 sts

“Layer up 
smaller sections 

of filling as this will avoid 
clumps. Roll the peas 
between your hands to 
shape them into nice, 
round balls”

Melissa says...
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Row 65: * k2tog, k5, rep from  
* to end. 24 sts
Row 67: * k2tog, k4, rep from  
* to end. 20 sts
Row 69: * k2tog, k3, rep from  
* to end. 16 sts
Row 71: * k2tog, rep from  
* to end. Eight sts
Cast off

LEAF
Make three
Using 4mm needles and yarn B,  
cast on two sts
Row 1: kfb in each st to end. Four sts
Row 2: k to end
Row 3: k1, (kfb) twice, k1. Six sts
Row 4: k to end
Row 5: k1, kfb, k2, kfb, k1. Eight sts

Row 6: k to end
Row 7: k1, kfb, k4, kfb, k1. Ten sts
Rows 8-11: k to end
Row 12: k1, k2tog, k4, k2tog, k1.  
Eight sts
Row 13: k to end
Row 14: k1, k2tog, k2, k2tog, k1.  
Six sts
Rows 15-17: k to end
Row 18: k1, (k2tog) twice, k1. Four sts
Row 19: k to end
Row 20: (k2tog) twice. Two sts
Cut yarn leaving a tail, thread 
through rem sts, pull tight  
and fasten off

LONG STEM
Using 4mm needles and yarn B,  
cast on four sts

Beg with a k row, work in st st for 4cm
Cast off

SHORT STEM
Using 4mm needles and yarn B, cast 
on four sts
Beg with a k row, work in st st for 2cm
Cast off

TO MAKE UP
Sew side seam of each Pea, stuffing 
as you go. Using oddment of Black, 
embroider eyes and mouths using 
photo as guide. Sew seam for 5cm 
at each end of Pod. Allow edges to 
roll inwards a little to create a lip all 
around edge. Sew up seam on each 
Stem. Sew each Leaf onto a Stem, 
then sew Stems to one end of Pod. 

Let’s Knit Together,  
a brand new and 
exclusive club aimed 
at knitters like you. 
Membership to this 
community gives you 
access to over 1,000 

patterns, an online video course, exclusive and 
branded patterns, discounts, competitions and so 
much more. Everyone who joins will also be able 
to join the private Facebook community just for 
members! Join the club at...

letsknit.co.uk/together
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Crafty must-makes this month starting  
with Keren’s thoughtful card

BOOST YOUR

Craft Skills

TIPS
Creating sympathy 
cards is never 
an easy task, 
particularly when 
you knew the 
person well. This 
technique adds 
a soft and subtle 
effect just right for 
the occasion.

You can use 
regular vellum, 
just don’t get 
your heat tool 
too close, and 
alternate between 
heating above 
and below.

HOW TO
Emboss  

on Vellum

4 Colour in with alcohol 
markers, using less than 
you would with cardstock 
as the inks can react 
slightly differently.

3 Remove the excess 
powder and heat  
to set, holding the  
gun roughly six  
inches away.

2 Stamp and quickly  
add white embossing 
powder on top while the 
ink is still wet, so it sticks 
to the image.

1 Rub an anti-static bag 
over a piece of Dura-Lar 
vellum, to prevent the 
powder clinging in the 
wrong places.

 Dura-Lar  
matt film

 Patterned paper
 Stamps: Clearly 
Besotted Floral 
Spray, Occasion 
Calligraphy

 Ink, Nuvo  
Clear Mark

 Embossing 
powders

 Alcohol markers
 Anti-static bag

We Used...Ins ide this 
month.. .

Next Level
Bridge-Folding 

Made Easy

On test
Paper 

Collections

On test
Craft Bundles

KEREN BAKER
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N E X T  L E V E L

Bridge-Folding 
Made Easy
Create stand-out 
cards with Kitty 
Day's simple guide  1 Trim card, 14.6cm x 14cm. Score 

on the long side at 2cm, 3.8cm, 
10.8cm and 12.7cm, then fold along 
the score lines.

2 Trim white card, 7cm x 9.5cm, 
scoring 2cm on each end, and 
die-cut a stitched border. Line with 
patterned paper.

3 Die-cut the road, then assemble 
all the pieces together. Stamp and 
colour the decorative pieces, then 
cut out.

4 Fix the green die-cut panels into 
the card centre, between the folds 
and side panels. Finish with the 
coloured stamped cut-outs.

Easy  
Upgrade

These  cards  are  easy 
to  recreate  in  d i f fe rent 

s i zes  and shapes , 
ju s t  a l te r  the  card 

measurements  s l ight l y 
f rom the  or ig ina l  and 
keep the  propor t ions  

the  same

 N E X T  M O N T H . . .
Kitty show us how to layer 

up die-cuts on cards 

Plan  
Ahead

Once you  have  
the  card  shape , 

p lan  out  your 
des ign  so  i t  i s 
eas ie r  to  put 

together
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Craft  Shop

How-To
Smile

Upgrade your card base  
by making it 10.2cm x 20.6cm, 

then score at 2.6cm and  
5.2cm on each end. This will  
create a landscape shape 

bridge card. Cut a wave-effect  
from patterned paper for  

the front panel.
Hello

The base panel for this card 
measures, 19.2cm x 10.7cm. 

Score at 3cm and 6cm on each 
end. You can create a colourful 

scene by blending ink on the 
front and sides, then add scenic 
features like trees and clouds.

We Used 
 Card, coloured  

 Papers, patterned  Stamps: 
Avery Elle, Wheelie Great,  

Sea-Prise; Mama Elephant, Zodiac 
Ox  Dies: Avery Elle, Cloud Mat; 

Lawn Fawn Road Border, Stitched 
Hillsides, Grassy Edges; My Favorite 

Things Die-namics, Smile, Hello; 
Sunny Studio, Fluffy Clouds  Inks, 
Distress Oxide: Shabby Shutters, 
Mowed Lawn, Mermaid Lagoon  

 Alcohol markers  Adhesives

Avery Elle 
Stamps and 
Dies, from £6.50

Distress inks, 
£4.50

Tell a Story
Add other  images  to  the 

inner  br idge  pane l  fo r  
a  more  deta i led  scene

Cards that have a three 
dimensional element to 

them are always fun to make 
for children, and will certainly 
deliver the wow factor when 

they are opened. Using 
Kitty's guide, create these 

bridge-fold cards that stand 
up on their own and tell  
a little story in the style  

of a diorama.

Keep  
It Neat

Use  a  scor ing  
board  or  t r immer 

w i th  scor ing  
b lade  to  c reate  

the  fo lds

All from sevenhillscrafts.co.uk
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O N  T E S T
Summer Paper Collections
The hottest designs to adorn your papercrafts with

Summer 
Loving

For a truly seasonal 
vibe, add the Primavera 

range to your stash 
from Scrap Boys. 

Teeming with elegant 
designs, there’s plenty 

of tropical vintage 
motifs that will make any card or 

journal page. £10.59, crafterlier.com
 

Br ight 
Idea
The colourful 
patterns and 
flowers featured 
in First Edition’s 
Bloom & Wonder 
paper pad make 
for stand-out 

creations, with designs that co-
ordinate wonderfully to make the 
most out of this one pad. £15.99, 
crafterscompanion.co.uk 

Wanderlust 
Del ights
If you’re missing 

being able to go on 
holiday and explore, 

and maybe you’re 
scrapbooking 

memories from last 
year’s photos, this 

vivid pad from Simple Stories  
has travel-inspired designs and is  
a must-have to complement your 

project. £6.50, sevenhillscrafts.co.uk 

Party 
Time
For a summer-
themed paper 
pack, look no 
further than 
Echo Park’s 
Summer Party 
collection. 

The bright hues and fun patterns 
include flamingos, pineapples as 
well as classic stripes and more! See 
echoparkpaper.com for stockists. 
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O N  T E S T

Craft Bundles
Bag yourself a bargain with sets  
of supplies for kids and adults

STAR BUY
Cricut Joy with Carry Case and Tools 
Bundle, £220, hobbycraft.co.uk
A digital die-cutting machine is  
a great investment for crafters,  
and the Cricut Joy provides 
professional-quality results every 
time! Compact and portable, it 
allows you to cut, write, draw and 
score a variety of materials to create 
customised cards, wall decals, 
kitchen labels and much more.

Best  for 
Cardmaking
Gemini Create a Card  

- Sweet Treat Collection,  
£25, theworks.co.uk

Best  for 
Colouring

Spectrum Noir Aquablend 
Technique Kit, £35, 

crafterscompanion.co.uk

WHY BUY
The machine comes with a 
blade and housing, a fine 
point pen, a StandardGrip 
mat, a power adapter, 50 
ready-to-make projects online 
and materials for a practise 
cut. The bundle also includes 
a handy carry case, plus a 
starter tool set with a weeder, 
spatula and scraper, providing 
all you need to get started.

3 of  the Best… Chi ldren’s  Craft  Sets

Grafix Mega Jar of Craft,  
£7.20, thetoyshop.com

Giant Box of Craft 1,000 
Pieces, £15.99, amazon.co.uk

Scrap Activity Box, £20, 
childrensscrapstore.co.uk
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If like many of us, you’ve found 
yourself with a bit of extra time 
on your hands recently, enjoy 

some downtime and be inspired 
by these top craft shows! 

#CRAFT ESSENTIALS 
More creative goodness just for you!

INSPIRATION 
GALORE

If you’ve dreamt of getting access 
to FREE craft tutorials, we’ve got 

you covered! There’s tons of 
techniques and ideas over on The 

Crafts Channel! youtube.com/
TheCraftsChannel 

DISCOVER EVEN MORE AT CRAFTS-BEAUTIFUL.COM 

If you’re looking for 
more papercraft ideas 

to try out, head over 
to the Crafts Beautiful 

website for quilled 
floral wall art, magical 

birthday cards and 
fun cards for children’s 

birthdays! 

Get crafting with this set of magical papers
Download for free today!

ONLINE 
COMMUNITY

Did you know that we have 
new issues previews, exclusive 

giveaways and behind-the-scenes 
action of your favourite craft 

magazine on Instagram? Follow us 
@craftsbeautiful today!

This glitzy card is a glorious way to add 
some sparkle to someone’s special day, 
and it’s easier to create than you might 
think! Find it in the projects section of 

craftsbeautiful.com today! 
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Click & Craft
1 To download actual-size templates for this 

issue’s makes, visit crafts-beautiful.com,  
then click on the tab to view our archive of  
craft templates.

2 Select the July issue’s templates and click 
‘Download Template’ on the new page. The 

pattern folder will automatically transfer onto 
your computer. Follow the instructions to print 
all or selected templates.

3 If you haven’t already registered, you’ll need 
to create a log-in for our website to allow 

you exclusive access to all of our free downloads 
and the masses of craft templates we have up 
for grabs.

JULY  
TEMPLATE 
TASTERS
Copy, resize or trace these patterns to  
make the projects that appear in the  

magazine. You can also visit  

and download them for free!

crafts-beautiful.com

shown at  100%

Sew 
Handmade

Decorate a nursery with this 
sweet applique

Designer: Sophia Palmer 
Page 75

Buzzing Along 
Recreate busy bumble bees 

with dainty quilling 
Designer: Elizabeth Moad 

Page 12

Julie Peasgood 
SuperCrafts at 

Home 
Kumhimo Bracelet 

Designer: Mark Vardy 
Page 23

shown at  100%
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Visit us online 
to download 

and print these 
templates  

full size!

crafts-beautiful.com

Dandy  
the Lion 
Whip up this handsome 
chap with our easy pattern
Designer: Amanda Walker 
Page 78
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EAR 
POS IT ION

EAR 
POSIT ION
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NOSE

TOP HEAD
CUT ONE

BACK HEAD 
CUT ONE PA IR

EAR
CUT TWO PA IRS

NOSE 
CUT ONE

S IDE  HEAD
CUT ONE PA IR

NOSE

NECK

NECK

C
H

IN

LEG  
CUT TWO 

PA IRS

TOP

TOE
CUT

C
U

T

s hown at  100%
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Two Peas 
in a Pod 

Knitting abbreviations  
Page 80 

beg - beginning
k - knit

k2tog - knit two stitches 
together

kfb - knit in the front 
and back
p - purl

rem - remaining
rep - repeat

skpo - slip, knit, pass 
over

st - stitch
sl st - slip stitch

st st - stockinette stitch

BODY
CUT ONE PA IR

TA IL 
CUT ONE

ARM
CUT TWO PA IRS

A
R

M
 P

O
S

IT
IO

N A
R

M
 P

O
S

IT
IO

N

LEG POSIT ION

LEG POSIT ION
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Natural 
Beauty 
Craft your own stationery 
with a garden theme 
Designer: Helen Fitzjohn
Page 43

shown at  100%
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To enter our giveaways, just choose the items you 
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Post your entry to arrive no later than 27th August 
2020, Mark your envelope: Crafts Beautiful, July 
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 Win one of five Stampin’ Up! 
Flowers For Every Season craft 
bundles 

What is your favourite craft technique?

 Papercraft  Sewing  Calligraphy  Watercolour

Title*                           Forename*

Surname*

Address*

Postcode*                               Tel*

Email*

How much do you 
spend on crafting per 
month?

 £20 and under     
 £21 - £50 
 £50 - £100+

* Entries will NOT be valid unless ALL asterisked information is provided.

Feel free to photocopy this 
form if you don’t want to 
damage the magazine.

Only one entry per person 
is accepted.

Visit crafts-beautiful.com to enter our giveaways online!

TERMS AND CONDITIONS This competition is open to all UK 
residents aged 18 or over, excluding employees or agents of 
the associated companies and their families. One entry per 
person (duplicates will be void). The prizes detailed in each 
competition cannot be exchanged for goods, or towards 
the purchase of goods at any retail outlet and are subject to 
availability. Prizes cannot be exchanged for cash, or replaced 
if lost or damaged. Automated entries are disqualified. Illegible 
entries and those that do not abide by these terms and 
conditions will be disqualified. The decision of the judge is final 
and no correspondence will be entered into. No responsibility 
held for entries lost, delayed or damaged in the post, proof of 
posting is not proof of delivery. All entries become the property 

of Aceville Publications Ltd & sister companies and you agree 
to be contacted by completing this form. Winners will be 
notified within 28 days of the closing date, a list of winners will 
be available in writing on request from Marketing Department, 
21/23 Phoenix Court, Hawkins Road, Colchester, Essex, CO2 8JY.

CLOSING DATE 27th August 2020 
Entrants should enter by completing the entry form on 
crafts-beautiful.com. Entries received after the closing date 
of the promotion will not be considered. The Promoter will 
use entrants’ personal details in accordance with the Aceville 
Privacy Policy. This is a limited offer and may be withdrawn at 
any time and subject to change.

Please be careful when disclosing personal information. All personal details are submitted 
at your own discretion. We aim to publish as many details as possible, but due to the 
popularity of the column, not everyone will be listed. Open to all readers aged 18 or over.

Put your completed  
form in an envelope and 
send it to: Find a Crafty 
Friend, Crafts Beautiful,  

1 Phoenix Court, Hawkins 
Road, Colchester, Essex, 

CO2 8JY or submit  
details via email:  

cbfriends@aceville.co.uk

My name is                           

My age is                         My address is

I enjoy

I’d like to hear from

Join the ranks of people who have made  
new friends through our pen pal column

FIND A CRAFTY FRIEND

GALORE!
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DON’T MISS IT!
AUGUST ISSUE 

O N  S A L E

23rd JULY 2020
Fabulous creative ideas from the 
UK’s Best-Value craft magazine!

Ink  Spr i t z ing
Mastered 

A l tenew Bo ld 
A lpha D ies

Meet Our 
EXPERTS

OV E R

45+  CARDSevery issue!

LOOK!

All-in-One Pack 

Plus Limited-Edition Embossing Folder 

Naut ica l  Qu i l l i ng 

NO 1 FOR NEW TECHNIQUES!
 Stamp & Dies  Brush Lettering  Painting  Knitting  

6 Page 
Summer  Pa in t ing

Spec ia l  

TOP US  DES IGNER , 
MAGGIE  HOLMES

MIXED MEDIA  PRO, 
MARIA  CHR ISTENSEN
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FREE* 
FOR EVERY READER!

PARTY CAKE 
CELEBRATION  

DIE SET 

(*Jus t  pay  pos tage)

LOOK!

All-in-One Pack 

OV E R 53+ P I E C E S

Plus Limited-Edition Embossing Folder 

6 Page 
Summer  Pa in t ing

Spec ia l  

 Impressive  
greetings, 

papercrafts  
and more with  

our expert  
guides

CREATE

YOUR EXCLUSIVE 

POP-UP  
CARD KIT
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WWW.ACEVILLE.COM/HCRTT
PHONE: 0800 904 7000   QUOTE: HCRTT

Every year  
Let’s Make Cards 
will bring you:
l 	Cover gifts wor th over £210  

across the year
l 	 Interviews with industry experts
l 	Hundreds of cardmaking projects
l 	Plus lots more…

Subscribe today online or by phone

Lines are open Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm, Sat and Bank Holidays 10am-3pm *Terms and conditions apply, for further details please refer online. 

TRY 3 ISSUES FOR £14.99*

WHEN YOU SUBSCRIBE TO LET’S MAKE CARDS MAGAZINE!

SAVE
50%
WHEN YOU SUBSCRIBE

Receive£210+worth of covergifts acrossthe year



Craft Directory
Stock up on your crafty supplies here

QUILLINGMISCELLANEOUS

CRAFT SUPPLIES ONLINE

www.e-crafts.co.uk
Cardmaking and

Scrapbooking Supplies

General Craft Supplies - Floral Products

Card Embellishments - Bridal Supplies

Baby Embellishments

Card & Paper supplies - Seasonal Items

Special Offers

Units B4/B5 Dudley Central Trading Estate,

Shaw Road, Dudley, West Midlands DY2 8TP

Phone: 01384 230000 Mobile: 0775 1891754

Email: sales@e-crafts.co.uk

Mailorder only

Crafty Hobbies
54 Cavendish St

Barrow in Furness
Cumbria LA14 1PZ

Don’t forget to
visit our website
for crafts, dolls
houses & model

railways.
www.crafty-hobbies.co.uk

CRAFT SUPPLIES

Specialists in all things paper crafting 
with a huge range of Dies, Stamps, 
Machines, Tools, Inks & Accessories. 

Pop in and see us for a crafty chat and 
a tea or coffee whilst you shop.

Find us on Facebook
‘McOyster Paper Crafts at Poles Apart’

Station Road, Cupar, Fife, KY15 5HX
Tel 01334 654606

ONLINE

New logo, new website, same 
great service!  

Over
10,000

papercraft products!  
New MAMBI 2020

Planners now in stock
www.papermaze.co.uk

SOAP MAKING

www.lindamartineggdesigns.com
Tel: 01253 702703     Email: linda-martin@btconnect.com

Unit G, Bank View, Shard Lane, Hambleton, 
Poulton-Le-Fylde, Lancashire FY6 9BX

EGG CRAFT

Opening up a whole new crafting
experience using real eggshells!

Check out our Online Store for downloads of patterns,
magazines and DVD's and much more! All abilities

catered for with our fast, friendly, international service. 

Follow us on Instagram
@Eggartonlinebylindamartin
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Stampin’ Up!’s leading lady shares her  
favourite things about the iconic papercraft brand

H ello! My name is Sara 
and I’m grateful for the 
opportunity to 
introduce myself and 

share my love of crafting with 
you! Creativity is in my DNA, 
largely thanks to my mum and 
aunt who started Stampin’ Up! 
over 30 years ago. I feel blessed 
to be the brand’s CEO, and even 
luckier to be part of our amazing 
community of customers and 
demonstrators who share 
Stampin’ Up! around the world. 

While Stampin’ Up!’s quality co-
ordinating products are exceptional 
(we’ll get to that in a minute), my 
favourite part is the awesome people 
I’ve met and the friends I’ve made. If 
you’re looking for friends who 
understand this ‘crafting thing’ you 
love so much, look no further — 
we’ve got your back! It’s our mission 
to make a positive difference in 
people’s lives and we do that by 
connecting with others through 
creativity.

My love for 
papercrafting all 
started with a 
scrapbook I 
made when I was 
about 11 years old. It wasn’t a very 
good one, but I was so proud of it! 
After that, I started using stamps to 
make cards so that I could send 
notes to friends and family. After 
starting with the basics, I learned to 
heat emboss, a technique that got 

me hooked and is still 
one of my favourites. 
I’ve continued to learn 
new techniques and 
enjoy the time I spend 
on a project that is 
special to someone else 
— it’s also a great way 
for me to relax and 
recharge.

This is where Stampin’ 
Up!’s products come 
into play. Our products 
pair beautifully together 
from the stamps and 
tools, to exclusive 
colours of cardstock, 
designer papers, trims 
and accessories.  
I believe this makes the 
creative experience 
much simpler and less 
overwhelming, 
especially in the 
beginning. Whether 
you’re making a simple 
stamped card, 

Stay up to date with Sara’s projects and news on Facebook and Instagram @asarathing 

P E O P L E 

&
P L AC E S

capturing memories in an album, or 
creating a beautiful gift box, the 
possibilities are endless when you 
have stamps, ink, and paper; give it a 
try and see what combinations you 
come up with! 

I can’t wait to chat next month, but 
until then, you can follow me on 
Instagram and Facebook @
asarathing to learn more about 
Stampin’ Up! and papercrafting. 

“I started using stamps to make 
cards so that I could send notes 

to friends and family”

Create a variety of designs using one stamp
and different shades to colour them in

Layer up different textures of card 
for interesting and tactile greetings

Use your supplies to create 
gift boxes and die-cut motifs 

98 craf t s-beaut i fu l . com
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